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SUMMARY

Between February 2006 and January 2007 Oxford Archaeology (OA)

carried out an archaeological investigation at Wolverton Rail Bridge and

Wolverton Velodrome, Wolverton, Milton Keynes (NGR SP 8194 4150) on

behalf of White Young Green Environmental. The investigation comprised

an evaluation of the site of the Radcliffe Arms, a 19th-century Public

House serving the railway; a watching brief during the excavation of

service trenches within the Velodrome; the recording of the Velodrome

and a photographic survey of the Royal Train Shed retaining wall; a strip

map and sample exercise ahead of the construction of a new access ramp,

and ground works on the Rail Bridge, which dates from the early 19th

century.

The evaluation failed to reveal any remnants of the Radcliffe Arms, though

a well possibly associated with the public house was revealed during the

watching brief. The evaluation and watching brief demonstrated that the

area had been reduced and completely cleared in the 18th or 19th century,

prior to the construction of the football pitch and associated Velodrome.

Field drains associated with the football pitch were revealed.

The strip map and sample exercise did not reveal any archaeological

features on the site of the Velodrome. The work in the vicinity of the Rail

Bridge exposed brick walls and cast-iron beams associated with the

earliest phase of the bridge, and identified the parts of the structure that

were extended in 1889. A brick chamber, which originally lay below a

pumping station, was also revealed  as well as postholes and a brick

channel possibly associated with a lifting shed.

A photographic study of parts of the Royal Train Shed and Velodrome and

sports ground was made. The sports ground dates from 1885 and includes

an early example of a football grandstand. The Royal Train Shed was built

in 1889 on the site of an earlier lifting shop.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

1.1.1 Between February 2006 and January 2007, Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an

archaeological investigation at Wolverton Rail Bridge and Wolverton Velodrome,

Wolverton, Milton Keynes (NGR SP 8194 4150 - Fig. 1) on behalf of White Young

Green Environmental (WYGE). The investigation comprised an evaluation of the site

of the Radcliffe Arms, a 19th-century Public House serving the railway; a watching

brief during the excavation of service trenches within the Velodrome; the recording of

part of the Velodrome and a photographic survey of the Royal Train Shed retaining

wall; a strip map and sample exercise ahead of the construction of a new access ramp

and ground works on the Rail Bridge, which dates from the early 19th century (Fig.

2).

1.1.2 The work was in respect of a planning application for an access road and ramp

(Planning Application Nos. 05/1415/FUL and 05/1416/FUL). An archaeological

condition was attached to the planning permission by Brian Giggins, the

Archaeological Officer for Milton Keynes Council. WYGE prepared a Written

Scheme of Investigation (WSI) detailing how it would meet the archaeological 

requirements of the work (WYGE 2006). The development site is situated to the

north-west of Milton Keynes city centre, within Wolverton Sports Ground and in the

area adjacent to Wolverton Rail Bridge. The Velodrome site is 1.8 ha in area, the Rail

Bridge area is 0.1 ha.

1.2 Geology and topography

1.2.1 The development site is situated in Wolverton to the north-west of Milton Keynes

City Centre (Fig. 1), within Wolverton Sports Ground. The Velodrome site is

bounded to the east and west by Wolverton train station and the Royal Train Shed

respectively. To the south by the Grand Junction Canal and to the north by Old

Wolverton road. The Rail Bridge crosses the Grand Union Canal and is located to the

south of the Royal Train Shed.

1.2.2 The evaluation, watching brief and part of the strip map and sample work took place

within a disused sports ground which comprises a football pitch, redundant

Velodrome, grandstand and bowls club.  The football pitch lies roughly at 66.3 m

above OD whilst the Rail Bridge is at c 75.4 m OD. The underlying geology of the

site is boulder clay, morainic drift and alluvium.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The archaeological background to the evaluation has been the subject of separate desk

studies (L-P: Archaeology, 2004 and Powell 2004), the results of which are summarised

below.
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1.3.2 Although there are several known sites from various periods of archaeological interest

within the general area around Wolverton, the site itself only contains evidence from

the post-medieval period.

1.3.3 The site was agricultural fields in the post-medieval period, which were probably a

continuation of medieval activity.

1.3.4 The Grand Union Canal, which runs through the site, was built between 1793 and

1802. In 1838 the London to Birmingham Railway was opened and the town of

Wolverton first came into existence. The existing village became an industrial town

devoted to carriage building and repairs.

1.3.5 A grade II* listed railway bridge, built by Robert Stephenson in 1835-8, crosses the

canal. An 1840s 40 ft survey of the area shows the original bridge to be 29 ft wide

(8.84 m), with a skew span of c 34 ft 6 ins (10.52 m) and a square span of  c 31 ft

(9.45 m). The bridge originally carried two tracks and was constructed from probably

six cast iron longitudinal beams with cast iron deck plates. The beams carrying the

tracks were probably doubled up after some initial failures. A road bridge was located

on the eastern side, tapering from 35 ft (10.67 m) along the north abutment to 21 ft

(6.4 m) along the south abutment; linking the station with a loading ramp on the south

side. The bridge was widened in 1889.

1.3.6 The original station (in use 1838-40) was accessed from an inclined road leading

from the former Turnpike, which lay to the north of the site on the alignment of the

Old Wolverton Road. An Engine Workshop complex was located to the south of the

canal on the western side of the bridge. A lifting shop (where larger vehicles were

lifted and repaired) was located in the SE corner of the complex

1.3.7 In 1840 a second station was constructed south of the Stratford Road, and some time

after its construction the inclined road leading to the original station was closed. The

road’s retaining wall was raised to form a platform on which the first erecting shop

was constructed in 1869 (West 1982, p. 52).The original lifting shop was replaced by

a carriage shed designed by C. A. Parks in 1889, which was constructed on the site of

the original station. The shed is located on the eastern side of the bridge, to the north

of the canal, within the south-western part of the site. The retaining wall along the

western part of the Velodrome site is the eastern wall of the carriage shed. In 1926 it was

turned into an underframe shop, and changed again in 1934 into a heavy machine shop.

The carriage shed became a storehouse for the Royal Train in 1963, but has been unused

since 1991.

1.3.8 The Radcliffe Arms was located near the first railway station and was locally called

‘Hell’s Kitchen’. This was demolished and replaced by Wolverton Park Sports

Ground, which first appears on the OS map of 1900. The sports ground comprised a

Velodrome and football pitch. An early example of a sports grandstand still stands on

the site. The Velodrome, consisting of a cycle track with banked ends was constructed

prior to 1907. The Wolverton Park Sports Ground was opened on the 3rd August 1885,

and a cycle track had £23 spent on it in 1898. This may represent the building of the

Velodrome banking.
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2 INVESTIGATION AIMS

2.1 General

2.1.1 To establish the presence or absence, extent, condition, nature, character, quality and

date of any other archaeological remains within the proposal area. In particular, to

establish the date range and phasing of remains within the trenches.

2.1.2 To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological

deposits and features.

2.1.3 To make available the results of the investigation. To place the results of the

evaluation in a wider local and regional context.

2.2 Evaluation

2.2.1 To establish the presence or absence, extent and condition of the public house known

as the Radcliffe Arms within the proposal area.

2.3 Building survey

2.3.1 To establish the Velodrome’s overall form and its successive phases of development.

2.3.2 To photographically record the extent, condition, nature, character and quality of the

Royal Train Shed retaining wall.

2.3.3 To record the location of the football grandstand.

2.4 Strip map and sample

2.4.1 To record any exposed sections of the Rail Bridge.

3 METHODOLOGY

3.1 Scope of  fieldwork

Evaluation

3.1.1 The evaluation consisted of three trenches running parallel to each other and aligned

NNE-SSW (Fig 2). The three trenches measured 47.9 m by 1.5 m, 46.5 m by 1.5 m,

and 9.5 m by 1.5 m respectively.

Watching brief

3.1.2 The watching brief comprised the monitoring of the excavation of a service trench

along the eastern side of the sports ground and the southern bank of the Velodrome

(Fig. 2).

Strip map and sample

3.1.3 The strip map and sample involved the removal of overburden along the eastern and

southern banks of the Velodrome, prior to the laying of a new road surface, and the
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construction of an access ramp (Fig. 2). It was proposed to map and sample excavate

any exposed archaeology - none was revealed.

3.1.4 The strip map and sample continued into the site of the Rail Bridge (Fig. 2), any

exposed beams and structures were recorded.

Building survey

3.1.5 The recording of the Velodrome consisted of the detailed recording of a c 15 m wide

section through the embankment.

3.1.6 The photographic building survey was carried out on the Royal Train Shed retaining

wall, and the grandstand was surveyed to locate its position within the existing

Velodrome topographical survey (Fig. 2).

3.2 Fieldwork methods and recording

General

3.2.1 Overburden was removed under close archaeological supervision by a mechanical

excavator fitted with a 1.5 m wide toothless grading bucket. Excavation by machine

proceeded in spits down to either undisturbed natural deposits or to the first

significant archaeological horizon, whichever was encountered first.

3.2.2 Trenches and archaeological features were photographed using colour slide and black

and white print film. All exposed features were planned at a scale of at least 1:50 and

sections drawn at a scale of 1:20. Where no archaeological features were revealed

sample sections of the trenches were drawn. Recording followed procedures laid

down in the OAU Fieldwork Manual (ed. D Wilkinson, 1992).

Building survey

3.2.3 A section through the Velodrome embankment was removed under close

archaeological supervision by a mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.5 m wide

toothless grading bucket. Excavation by machine proceeded in spits down to the level

required to create a new site access.

3.2.4 The Velodrome track and embankment was uncovered, as well as the embankment

wall. The Velodrome and wall were photographed using colour slide and black and

white print film. Sections were drawn at a scale of 1:50 and 1:20. Recording followed

procedures laid down in the OAU Fieldwork Manual (ed. D Wilkinson, 1992).

3.2.5 The Royal Train Shed retaining wall was photographed using colour slide and black

and white print film (Plates 1 - 10). A digital photographic record was also taken.

3.2.6 The location of the football grandstand was plotted by means of a total station.

3.3 Finds

3.3.1 Finds were recovered by hand during the course of the excavation and bagged by

context. No finds of special interest were recovered during the work.
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3.4 Palaeo-environmental evidence

3.4.1 No deposits suitable for palaeo-environmental sampling were encountered during the

course of the evaluation.

3.5 Presentation of results

3.5.1 The results of the investigation are presented below, with the stratigraphic accounts of

each trench/area described individually (Section 5), followed by an overall discussion

and interpretation (Section 6).

4 RESULTS: GENERAL

4.1 Soils and ground conditions

4.1.1 The football pitch was located on fairly level ground, comprising of dark greyish black

silty loam overlying the natural clay.

4.1.2 The Velodrome track and embankment is located on sloping ground, rising from

approximately 66.3 m to 68.3 m above OD, at the northern end of the site. The

embankment comprised natural sandy clay overlain by numerous thin layers of  brick

dust and ash sloping up at approximately 20 degrees. The Velodrome is located around

the outside of the football pitch, measuring approximately 9 m in width.

4.1.3 To the south of the Velodrome the ground level had been built up with dumps of

redeposited natural clay. The below ground brick structures of the Rail Bridge were

covered with dumps of gravel and clay.

4.1.4 Neither weather conditions nor ground conditions hampered fieldwork at the site.

4.2 Distribution of archaeological deposits

4.2.1 No significant archaeological deposits were encountered in any of the trenches. A 9 m

section through the Velodrome track, embankment and supporting wall was

uncovered. The rail bridge was fully exposed and recorded.
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5 RESULTS: DESCRIPTIONS

5.1 Evaluation

Trench 1 (Figs 3 and 4)

5.1.1 Trench 1 was aligned NE-SW. Natural greyish-white clay (103) was located at an

average depth of 0.4 m below the ground surface (66.03 m OD) at the NE end of the

trench. This was excavated to a depth of 0.9 m to determine if there was any change

in the natural; no change was visible. At the SW end the natural changed to a

brownish-orange silty sand (103), at approximately 0.3 m below the ground surface.

The tarmac track (102) and sandy bank (104) of the Velodrome were located at the far

SW end of the trench overlying the natural.

5.1.2 Two post holes were uncovered towards the NE end; upon investigation these turned

out to be for the football pitch goal posts. Six field drains were also located criss-

crossing the trench.

5.1.3 A 0.25 m thick layer of building debris (101) overlaid the tarmac track (102), and was

in turn overlain by a 0.1 m thick layer of dark greyish black silty loam (100).

Trench 2 (Figs 3 and 4)

5.1.4 Trench 2 was located parallel to Trench 1. Natural greyish-white clay (201) was

located throughout the trench, at a maximum depth of 0.25 m below the ground

surface (66.05 m OD). This was excavated to a depth of 0.9 m below the ground

surface to determine if there was any change in the natural; no change was visible. At

the SSW end the natural changed to a brownish orange silty sand, with patches of

finer sand (201).

5.1.5 Six field drains were located criss-crossing the trench, but not all of them

corresponded with the field drains located in Trench 1.

5.1.6 A 0.25 m thick layer of dark greyish black silty loam (200) overlaid the natural

throughout the trench.

Trench 3 (Fig. 3)

5.1.7 Trench 3 was located parallel to Trench 1. Natural greyish-white clay (301) was

located throughout most of the trench at a maximum depth of 0.2 m below the ground

surface (66.1 m OD).

5.1.8 Four field drains were located criss-crossing the trench.

5.1.9 A layer of  0.2 m thick dark greyish black silty loam (300) overlaid the natural.
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5.2 Watching brief

5.2.1 The service trench (Fig. 2) was aligned N-S, and was up to 2 m wide and 2 m deep (c

61 m OD). The only deposits revealed within the trench were dumps of redeposited

natural clay and gravel. It was clear that the eastern side of the football pitch had been

heavily truncated and any surviving archaeological features had been removed.

5.3 Strip map and sample

Velodrome (Figs 2 and 5)

5.3.1 The initial phase of the strip map and sample involved the monitoring of the removal

of the existing tarmac surface on the eastern side of the Velodrome, and the

excavation of a trench for the new access ramp, at the foot of the retaining wall to the

south of the carriage shed.

5.3.2 Following the removal of the tarmac surface, modern levelling deposits associated

with the surface were revealed.

5.3.3 The access ramp trench was 12 m wide and up to 1.5 m deep. Dumped layers of

yellow clay sand and grey sandy clay were revealed forming the southern bank of the

Velodrome and the raised area to the south.

5.3.4 During the works a brick well (19 - Fig. 5 and Plate 11) was revealed between the

access ramp and the Velodrome bank. The top of the well had a diameter of 0.46 m,

which widened to 1 m. The well was 5 m deep (58.3 m OD) and the water level was

revealed at 2.8 m, it was constructed from yellow bricks laid in a header pattern

measuring 0.06 m by 0.08 m; their length was unknown. The well was likely to be

associated with the Radcliffe Arms.

Rail Bridge (Fig. 5)

5.3.5 The second phase of the strip map and sample involved the reduction of the area

around the Rail Bridge.

5.3.6 The bridge abutments (2) were constructed from red bricks laid in English bond and

were 0.9 m to 1 m wide. The upper 10 courses supported the iron girders that formed 

the bridge. The lower courses stepped out and were revealed up to 4 m below ground

level (Plate 12).

5.3.7 The investigations revealed two parallel brick walls (14 and 17) to the south of the

bridge that were keyed into the main WNW-ENE aligned bridge wall. Wall 14 was

0.75 m wide and 2 m high. Wall 17 was 0.75 m wide and was constructed from red

bricks in an English bond, it was 3.8 m high. The walls were 7.2 m apart and

probably formed the edges of the original rail bridge. The parapet walls shown on the

40 ft survey (Fig. 6) would have been built over these structures.

5.3.8 Wall 17 displayed evidence of having been rebuilt/repaired at some point. It was

abutted by a brick wall (18), measuring 0.25 m wide and 3.8 m deep. Wall 10,
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revealed to the north of the bridge, formed a continuation of wall 14. It was

constructed from red brick and faced with courses of yellow bricks on its western

side. The wall was 0.8 m wide at the top. The footings of the wall were stepped and

the wall was 1.5 m wider at its base, 3.6 m below ground level. Wall 29 to the east

formed a continuation of wall 17.

5.3.9 Abutting wall 10 to the north of the bridge was a W-E aligned wall (11), measuring

0.5 m wide. Its southern face was constructed from well laid red facing bricks that

were slightly battered and was 3.5 m deep. The northern part of the wall was

constructed from large roughly shaped rubble limestone masonry bonded with a loose

lime mortar. This wall is also shown on the 1840 plan, its purpose is unknown and is

not directly associated with the bridge. It may have formed the base of a retaining

boundary wall.

5.3.10 To the east, a brick wall was observed (3) keyed into the main structure of the bridge

(2). Wall 3 was 0.95 m wide and constructed from soft un-frogged red bricks. The top

course was laid as headers with a row of white headers on the east (formed from

broken half batts). It was 4.8 m deep at its north end but shallowed to the south. The

wall originally supported the road bridge parapet which may explain the facing bricks

(Plate 13).

5.3.11 On the 1840 40 ft plan the road bridge parapet (wall 3) is shown to run at an angle

across the bridge and emerge further to the east. Wall 7 to the north of the bridge is

this likely continuation. It was of similar build to wall 3 but appeared to have been

altered at some point - presumably during the construction of the 1889 retaining wall.

The lower courses of the wall were aligned NW-SE whilst the upper courses were

aligned NNW-SSE. The wall was 1.4 m wide and 3.4 m deep.

5.3.12 To the west of wall 7, a 1 m length of brick wall was observed (wall 8). It was 0.8 m

wide and keyed into the northern side of the bridge. It probably formed a structural

support.

Bridge extensions (Fig. 5)

5.3.13 The bridge had been extended to the west and east. The NW abutment wall (23) was

0.5 m wide at the top and the lower section was stepped so that it was c 1.3 m wide at

its base, 3.6 m below ground. The wall extended to the north at its western point (24)

where it formed a retaining wall that cut through wall 11. A partially exposed wall

(25) appeared to be contemporary and may have been designed to continue the

truncated wall 11. The SW (27) abutment was similarly constructed, but aligned W-E

and only stepped out at the top, matching the original construction (Plate 14).

5.3.14 The SE extension wall (26) was constructed from yellow bricks, measured 1 m wide

and 4 m deep and stepped out from the original bridge. It was tied into wall 4 to the

east which formed the rear of the retaining wall. Wall 4 was of similar construction

and measured 0.8 m wide and 4 m deep.
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5.3.15 The northern and southern bridge extensions were marked by coping stones at the

point of extension.

Bridge deck (Fig. 5)

5.3.16 A survey of the deck was made in 2003 (Powell 2003), in which 11 single cast iron

beams were recorded numbered C1 to C4 and C14 to C20. An accurate plan of the

beams on the northern abutment was made, though the beams on the southern

abutment were conjectural.

5.3.17 During the strip map and sample a detailed plan of the beams and the overlying deck-

plates was made (Fig. 7). It is likely that beams C4 and possibly beams DC5 - DC 7

on the western side, and beams C14 - C17 on the eastern side of the bridge were

original. Beams C1- C3 and C18 - C20 were added as part of the bridge extensions.

5.3.18 On the western side of the bridge the deck-plates to the east of beam C4 were

probably original. They were evenly spaced and measured 0.8 m wide and 1.8 or 1.3

m long. The plates to the west of beam C4 were of various dimensions and one of the

rows of plates converged to facilitate the change in angle of the bridge extension.

5.3.19 The plates on eastern side of the bridge were closely set, irregularly placed and of

differing dimensions. The plates in the SE section were trapezoidal and indicated

where the bridge had been extended to the east of beam C17.

Pumping engine (Fig. 5)

5.3.20 An L - shaped brick chamber (9) was revealed to the west of the bridge. It measured

4.1 m W-E and 2.1 m N-S and the chamber was 1.2 m wide (Plate 14). The walls of

the chamber were constructed from red bricks laid in an English bond pattern, and

were 20 courses high. The top of the chamber was formed by a brick arch measuring

3 courses thick (0.36 m). The base of the chamber was c 2.1 m below the base of the

arch. The northern and western limits of the chamber had been bricked up after its

original construction. A semicircular chamber was situated within the base of the dog-

leg, which had an iron pipe placed within it. The water level was revealed 3 m below

ground level. The base of the brickwork forming the chamber was revealed 4.2 m

below ground level.

5.3.21 The chamber formed part of the pumping engine shown on the 40 ft plan (Fig. 6).  It

is possible that a small beam engine was used to pump the water into a tank that

would possibly have been used to fill the water tanks on the engines (Brian Giggins

pers comm.). The pumping engine would have been a three-storey structure on its

western side, where the street was almost level with the canal, and a two storey

structure on its eastern (Rail Bridge) side (Brian Giggins pers comm.). The

dimensions of the chamber suggest that it may have formed an access point,

presumably from the western part of the structure. It was deliberately blocked up in

antiquity and the pumping mechanism dismantled.

5.3.22 An ‘L’- shaped wall (15) abutted the pumping engine chamber, it was of similar

construction to the chamber and 0.5 m wide. It was 3 m deep and probably
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contemporary. It was probably part of the footings for the above ground pumping

engine.

Royal Train Shed (Fig. 5)

5.3.23 To the north of the bridge directly in front of the Royal Train Shed were two parallel,

N-S aligned brick walls (12 and 13). The walls were 0.6 m wide, 0.5 m high and 11 m

long. They were 1.1 m apart and they were linked by a concave brick channel (Plate

15). A grill was evident on the inside face of wall 13 which led to a drain along its

western face. The walls may relate to the lifting shop predating the carriage shed,

possibly functioning as a drain in an engines/carriage washing area. This area is

marked as a refreshment shed on the 1840 plan.

5.3.24 Four possible postholes were revealed to the west of wall 13. They measured between

0.6 and 0.7 m square and were filled with dark silty clays. They may have been

associated with the earlier lifting shop and/or possibly the original station.

Other structures

5.3.25 To the south of the pumping engine a brick structure was revealed (20), measuring 8

m long and a single brick in width (0.12 m). It probably formed the base of a 20th-

century effluent plant shown on an undated drawing (WN 22/1710 - Brian Giggins

pers comm.).

5.3.26 All of the exposed structures were abutted by dumps of grey blue clay, bricks, ash,

charcoal, yellow sand and occasional wood (6).

5.4 Building survey

Velodrome (Figs 2 and 8)

5.4.1 The Velodrome embankment consisted of eleven, mostly thin, layers of sand and

clay, butting against a stone and brick supporting wall.

5.4.2 The natural consisted of a sandy clay and was revealed at 66.3 m OD. It was overlain

by a thin compact layers of tarmac, ash and brick dust. Overlying this was a 0.54 m

thick layer of brown sandy clay, containing a large proportion of ceramic building

material, china and glass (only material of intrinsic interest was retained). This was in

turn overlain a thin layer of brick dust and sand. A similar sequence of deposits

overlay these layers, below the 0.06 m thick tarmac track of the Velodrome.

5.4.3 The supporting wall measured approximately 1.9 m high, 0.5 m wide at the base and

0.2 m wide at the top. The bottom 1 m of wall consisted of two layers of large

sandstone blocks (measuring 0.6 m by 0.3 m by 0.3 m), separated by two layers of

orangey red bricks (measuring 0.22 m by 0.1 m by 0.08 m). The sandstone blocks and

bricks were faced by a wall measuring 1 m high by 0.2 m. The top half of the wall

consisted of eight layers of dark brownish red bricks (0.2 m by 0.08 m by 0.06 m),

measuring in total 0.9 m high with a maximum width of 0.3 m. The bricks were laid

in a Flemish style, alternating between headers and stretchers.
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5.5 Finds

Glass and ceramic bottles by Ian Scott (OA)

5.5.1 Three complete bottles were recovered from the deposits forming the bank of the

velodrome (1). They comprise a stoneware ink bottle and two glass bottles.

5.5.2 The ink bottle is about  110 mm tall, has an orange fabric and dark brown salt glass,

and is stamped ‘DOULTON LAMBETH’ near the base. It is dated to the late 19th

century.

5.5.3 One glass bottle is a general purpose bottle, probably closed by a cork. It is 152 mm

and dates from the late 19th century to early 20th century. It has a cylindrical mould

blown body, with visible mould seams on the shoulders and neck.  The bottle was

made in a three-piece mould rather than being machine made. The mouth or finish has

been hand applied after moulding. 

5.5.4 The second glass bottle is a mineral water bottle. It dates from the late 19th or early

20th century and is c 235 mm high. It is mould-blown, in a two piece mould, with

embossed legends. It is not machine made and the mouth or finish has been applied

after moulding. The legends read as follows:

1. Vertically on body: ‘MONTGOMERY AERATED WATER

MANUFACTURER TOWCESTER’. 

2. Vertically on the body: ‘LAMONTS PATENT’ with a hand holding a bottle,

which is rather worn. 

3. Around the body just above the base:  ‘LUMB & CO  MAKERS

CASTLEFORD’.

5.5.5 Francis Montgomery was a soda and mineral water manufacturer, working from the

High Street, Towcester, Northants (Kelly’s Directory of Northamptonshire, 1890, p.

553).  Lumb & Co, were John Lumb & Co, glass bottle manufacturers, High Street,

Castleford Yorkshire West Riding (Kelly’s Directory of West Riding of Yorkshire,

1881, p 260).  John Lamont’s patent ‘ledge rim’ bottle was introduced in 1876,

Lamont was a bottle manufacturer in Glasgow, whose trademark was the bottle held

in a hand.
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6 DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION

6.1 Reliability of field investigation

Velodrome site

6.1.1 The Radcliffe Arms was thought to lie in the south-west corner of the site. The

trenches were positioned so as to have the greatest chance of locating part of the

structure, based on documentary evidence. No evidence for any building was found.

It is most likely that the remains of the public house were removed during the

construction of the Velodrome. However, if the Radcliffe Arms was located further to

the north or south it would not have been identified in the evaluation.

6.1.2 The eastern part of the Velodrome site had been heavily disturbed and any

archaeological features would have been destroyed. However, the absence of any

residual finds within the redeposited material, does suggest that there was not any

significant activity on the site prior to the 19th century.

Rail bridge

6.1.3 Much of the rail bridge was exposed in sections prior to the piling of the site. Limited

records were made during this work and the relationship between structures was not

always clear. However, following the forming of the piles the entire site was reduced

and a full and accurate archive record was made.

6.2 Overall interpretation

Velodrome site

6.2.1 The results of the evaluation show that the majority of the site had been levelled prior

to the laying of the football pitch and construction of the Velodrome.  A number of

field drains were observed within the trenches and were probably associated with the

drainage of the football pitch. If the Radcliffe Arms existed in this part of the site all

footings were removed during the construction of the sports ground. A probable 19th-

century well was observed to the south, during the watching brief and probably

served the Radcliffe Arms. No significant archaeological remains were observed

during the course of the evaluation.

6.2.2 The Velodrome track, embankment and supporting wall were uncovered and fully

recorded. The embankment comprised several layers of dumped, redeposited 

demolition layers and household waste. The loose material was retained by a

sandstone and brick wall. The artefactual remains were of uncertain provenance,

although it is possible that some of the material originated from the nearby Radcliffe

Arms, or the site of the navvy camp formed during the construction of the Wolverton

embankment, works and viaduct between 1834 and 1838. However, the finds

appeared to date from the end of the 19th century and did not comprise material

typically associated with public houses.
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6.2.3 The results of the watching brief and the strip map and sample indicate that much of

the site was reduced during the construction of the Velodrome. The resulting material

appears to have been dumped at the southern end of the site, creating the platform

where the bowling club was located.

6.2.4 The photographic survey of the Royal Train Shed retaining wall (Plates 1 - 10) was

completed using colour slides, black and white print film and digital photography.

6.2.5 The location of the football grandstand is shown on Figure 2.

Rail bridge

6.2.6 The structures revealed all contribute to the information about the construction of the

bridge and the engineering design behind it. In general the exposed walls and girders

support and clarify existing information.

6.2.7 The 1889 bridge extensions could be clearly seen in the archaeological record. The

brick work at either end of the bridge differing to that in the middle. The deck-plates

were also markedly different in these areas.
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 Figure 4: Trenches 1 and 2, sections
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Figure 6:  Detail from the 1840, 40ft survey
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 Figure 8: Section and profile through velodrome supporting wall and embankment
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Plate 1: South end of Royal Train shed retaining wall

Plate 2: Royal Train Shed retaining wall, north of Plate 1

Plate 3: Royal Train Shed retaining wall, north of Plate 2
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Plate 4: Royal Train shed retaining wall, north of Plate 3

Plate 5: Royal Train Shed retaining wall, north of Plate 4

Plate 6: Royal Train Shed retaining wall, north of plate 5
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Plate 7: Royal Train shed retaining wall, north of Plate 6

Plate 8: Royal Train Shed retaining wall, north of Plate 7

Plate 9: Royal Train Shed retaining wall, north of plate 8
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Plate 10: North end of Royal Train Shed retaining wall

Plate 11: Well 19

Plate 12: South-eastern  bridge abutment
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Plate 13: Road bridge wall 3

Plate 14: SW bridge extension and pumping engine chamber 9

Plate 15: Channel walls 12 and 13, possibly associated with the 

lifting shop
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