
April 2015

Archaeological
Evaluation Report 

A
rchaeological Evaluation Report

OA East Report No: 1757 

OASIS No: oxfordar3-206177 

NGR: SP 5890 7263

Client: CgMs Consulting 

Land off Bury Dyke
Crick
Northamptonshire



Land off Bury Dyke, Crick, Northamptonshire

Archaeological Evaluation

By Louise Bush BA MA MCIfA

With contributions by Rob Atkins BSsocSc Dip Arch MCIfA, Paul Blinkhorn Btech, Chris
Faine MA MSc ACIfA and Rachel Fosberry ACIfA

Editor: Stephen Morgan MA MSc ACIfA

Illustrators: Séverine Bézie BA MA and Louise Bush BA MA MCIfA

Report Date: April 2015

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 1 of 40 Report Number 1757



Report Number: 1757

Site Name: Land off Bury Dyke, Crick, Northamptonshire

HER Event No: ENN 107928

Date of Works: March 2015

Client Name: CgMs Consulting on behalf of Tyler Parks

Client Ref: -

Planning Ref: -

Grid Ref: SP 5890 7263

Site Code: XNNCBD15

Finance Code: XNNCBD15

Receiving Body: Northamptonshire

Accession No: -

Prepared by: Louise Bush
Position: Project Officer
Date: April 2015

Checked by: James Drummond-Murray
Position: Senior Project Manager
Date: April 2015
Signed: 

Disclaimer
This document has been prepared for the titled project or named part thereof and should not be relied upon
or used for any other project without an independent check being carried out as to its suitability and prior
written authority of Oxford Archaeology being obtained. Oxford Archaeology accepts no responsibility or
liability for the consequences of this document being used for a purpose other than the purposes for which
it was commissioned. Any person/party using or relying on the document for such other purposes agrees
and will by such use or reliance be taken to confirm their agreement to indemnify Oxford Archaeology for all
loss  or  damage  resulting  therefrom.  Oxford  Archaeology  accepts  no  responsibility  or  liability  for  this
document to any party other than the person/party by whom it was commissioned.

Oxford Archaeology East,
15 Trafalgar Way,
Bar Hill,
Cambridge,
CB23 8SQ

t: 01223 850500
e: oaeast@thehumanjourney.net
w: http://oxfordarchaeology.com/

© Oxford Archaeology East 2015
Oxford Archaeology Limited is a Registered Charity No: 285627

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 2 of 40 Report Number 1757



Table of Contents

Summary.........................................................................................................................................5

1  Introduction................................................................................................................................7

1.1   Location and scope of work.........................................................................................7

1.2   Geology and topography.............................................................................................7

1.3   Archaeological and historical background..................................................................7

1.4   Acknowledgements......................................................................................................9

2  Aims and Methodology...........................................................................................................10

2.1   Aims...........................................................................................................................10

2.2   Methodology..............................................................................................................10

3  Results......................................................................................................................................11

3.1   Trench results ...........................................................................................................11

3.2   Finds summary..........................................................................................................17

3.3   Environmental summary............................................................................................18

4  Discussion and Conclusions.................................................................................................19

Appendix A.  Trench Descriptions and Context Inventory.....................................................22

Appendix B.  Finds Reports.......................................................................................................29

B.1  Pottery........................................................................................................................29

B.2  Pottery quantification..................................................................................................31

B.3  Metalwork...................................................................................................................32

B.4  Baked clay..................................................................................................................32

B.5  Ceramic building material..........................................................................................33

Appendix C.  Environmental Reports........................................................................................34

C.1      Faunal remains......................................................................................................34

C.2  Environmental samples..............................................................................................34

Appendix D.  Bibliography .........................................................................................................37

Appendix E.  OASIS Report Form .............................................................................................39

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 3 of 40 Report Number 1757



List of Figures
Fig. 1 Site location showing archaeological trenches (black) in development area (red)

Fig. 2 Trench plan

Fig. 3 Trenches 1 to 3

Fig. 4 Trenches 4 to 7

Fig. 5a Selected sections

Fig. 5b Selected sections

Fig. 6 Terrain map

Fig. 7 Site plan showing the 1997 evaluation, 2011 remediation works and the medieval 
earthworks

List of Plates
Plate 1 Ditch 03, looking south-east

Plate 2 Ditches 114 and 116, looking south-southeast

Plate 3 Trench 6, looking east-northeast

Plate 4 Ditch 60, looking south-southeast

Plate 5 Trench 7, looking north-northwest

Plate 6 Ditch 92, looking west-southwest

List of Tables
Table 1 Quantification of baked clay

Table 2 CBM by type, number and weight

Table 3 Environmental samples

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 4 of 40 Report Number 1757



Summary

Between the 2nd and 9th of March 2015 Oxford Archaeology East carried out an
archaeological trench evaluation on land off Bury Dyke, Crick, Northamptonshire in
support of an outline planning application for residential development.

The  site  was  seen  to  contain  upstanding  earthworks  believed  to  relate  to  the
medieval  period.   Archaeological  features  cut  into  the natural  land surface were
encountered within all seven of the trenches.

Many of the sub-surface features did not appear to related to the earthworks, apart
from in the area of the hollow way at the southern end of Trench 2.  The majority of
the site was sealed by two deep subsoil  deposits (of  up to 0.75m in thickness),
implying that there could be a number of phases of activity to the site.  Whilst no
datable finds were retrieved from either subsoil layer, a single feature (in Trench 5)
was seen to be cutting through the lower subsoil deposit.

The majority of the ditches across the site run parallel with or perpendicular to old
boundaries still  in  existence today,  with a clear bias toward a north-northwest to
south-southeast  alignment.   This  orientation  is  parallel  with  the  development
boundary, along with the orientation of Church Street to the west.

None  of  the  features  can  definitively  be  associated  with  domestic  structures,
however the recovery of fragments of baked clay from the burnt fills of a number of
features within Trenches 5 and 7 may imply that a building of some sort could have
been situated in this area.  Environmental samples taken from features across the
site have produced extremely high quantities of  charred plant  and cereal  grains,
which would have formed a main component of the medieval diet.  Further to this,
four  postholes  which  potentially  could  form part  of  a  structure  were  revealed  in
Trench 7.  

Nonetheless,  little  in  the way of  material  culture was collected from the features
uncovered, either implying that there was no one living in this precise area or that
they  took  care  to  dispose  of  their  waste  in  another  location.   During  the
archaeological works it was noted that the site was rather exposed (particularly on
the western side).  Looking westward, the topography drops away sharply with clear
views out to the A5 (over 1km away) and beyond.  This would add favour to the
hypothesis that domestic activity was taking place to the east of site, out of the wind
on  the  lee  of  the  hill,  potentially  with  strip  fields  and/or  gardens  occupying  the
present site.

Overall  it  can be said that  the land off  Bury Dyke,  Crick contains archaeological
remains  dating from the 11th  to  12th centuries.   A background scatter  of  earlier
pottery was collected during the archaeological  works,  this consisted of very low
numbers of Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman pottery along with a slightly larger
assemblage  of  Anglo-Saxon  pottery.   A lack  of  securely  datable  finds  from the
feature fills means that there is a potential for some of the undated features to be
earlier in date, however at present this cannot be confirmed.  
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work
1.1.1 An  archaeological  evaluation  was  conducted  on  land  off  Bury  Dyke,  Crick,

Northamptonshire (NGR 458907, 272620, Fig. 1).

1.1.2 This archaeological trench evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued
by Liz Mordue of Northamptonshire County Council (NCC), supplemented by a Written
Scheme of Investigation (WSI) prepared by OA East (Wiseman 2015).

1.1.3 The  work  was  designed  to  assist  in  defining  the  character  and  extent  of  any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the  guidelines  set  out  in  National  Planning  Policy  Framework  (Department  for
Communities and Local Government March 2012).  The results will enable decisions to
be  made  by  NCC,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Planning  Authority,  with  regard  to  the
treatment of any archaeological remains found.

1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

1.2   Geology and topography
1.2.1 The bedrock geology on site consisted of Dyrham Formation siltstone and mudstone

with superficial deposits of Oadby Member Diamicton (BGS).

1.2.2 The site was situated on a gentle south-east facing slope.  At its highest point (to the
north-west) the site was 135.97m OD, dropping away to the south-east to 133.82m OD.

1.2.3 The entire field was seen to contain upstanding earthworks, believed to be the remnant
of the medieval core of Crick.

1.3   Archaeological and historical background
1.3.1 Parts of the following summary are taken from the Desk-based Assessment (Flitcroft

2010) and the WSI (Wiseman 2015).

Previous archaeological work
1.3.2 There has been limited previous archaeological survey and investigation works around

Crick.   Surviving  village  earthworks  within  the  site  and  the  area  to  the  east  were
surveyed by NCC in 1973.  Archaeological features in and around Crick have also been
recorded through aerial photography from 1970s onwards.

1.3.3 A geophysical survey and desk-based assessment (Ford 1996) was undertaken ahead
of a seven trench evaluation (Hull 1997) prior to the construction of residential housing
to the immediate east of the site.  The investigations confirmed the presence of well
preserved  below  ground  medieval  features,  including  dressed  limestone  wall
foundations, cobbled surfaces, ditches and postholes.   The pottery recovered during
the  evaluation  dated  the  activity  to  the  13th  and  14th  centuries.   Following  the
evaluation, no further archaeological investigations were undertaken in connection with
the Bury Dyke residential development.

1.3.4 In  2011,  archaeological  remediation  works  were  undertaken  on  the  site  to  record
disturbed  archaeological  horizons  along  the  sides  of  two  trenches  cut  through  the
medieval  earthworks when the site  was partially  stripped for  the creation of  a BMX
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track.  The works identified four pits and retrieved a single sherd of 12th-13th century
Coventry A ware pottery (McAree 2011).

Prehistoric
1.3.5 The  Northamptonshire  Historic  Environment  Record  (NHER)  includes  no  records

relating to prehistoric sites or finds within 1km of the site.  However a small assemblage
of  struck  flint  has been recorded at  Cracks Hill  (HER 9097),  1km north-east  of  the
village.   The  long  running  excavations  at  the  Daventry  International  Rail  Freight
Terminal (2.6km to the west) have produced evidence for Bronze Age funerary activity
along with substantial Iron Age and Roman settlement (Cotswold Archaeology 2014).

Roman
1.3.6 Based on finds of Roman pottery, a possible Roman settlement site has been identified

200m west of the site (NHER 467).  A few sherds of Roman pottery have also found in
extraction pits along the Crick Bypass to the north (NHER 433, 433/0/1).  Cracks Hill
has also been suggested as another possible Roman site (NHER 9097), based of the
identification of  a  'Roman Station'  marked on the initial  Ordnance Surveyor's  plans,
prepared around 1817.  The Roman road of Watling Street (which the modern day A5
follows) is located 1.5km to the west of Crick.

1.3.7 No Roman material was recovered during the archaeological remediation works on the
site in 2011 (McAree 2011), nor during the excavations ahead of the development of the
Bury Dyke site immediately to east (excavated in 1995-96).

Saxon and medieval
1.3.8 No Early Saxon finds or  sites are reported within 1km of the site.   However,  a few

sherds of Late Saxon St. Neots Ware were recovered during the excavations on the
Bury Dyke site to the east in 1997 (ENN104520).

1.3.9 Excavations  at  The  Lodge  site  for  the  Daventry  International  Rail  Freight  Terminal
identified a single sunken-floored building and a pit containing a near complete Saxon
vessel highlighting that activity was taking place in this area during this period.

1.3.10 Elsewhere in Northamptonshire, there is evidence for the replanning of settlements and
field systems in the 9th and 10th centuries.  The finds of Late Saxon pottery in Crick
suggest that the village may have been settled by this time as well.

1.3.11 The first direct evidence for settlement at Crick is in the Domesday Book of 1086 where
the village is referred to as Crec.  According to Gover et al. (1975) there have been a
number  of  name variants  over  the years:  Kreic  (1201),  Creke  (1284),  Criek  (1328),
Creek (1340), Creake (1346), Kreke (1517), Creke (1598), Creek (1610), Crick (1613)
and Crieke (1618).  There is likely to have been a number of overlapping names during
these periods as a result of language change from Anglo-Saxon to Old English.

1.3.12 Crick village is covered in the Domesday survey as being in the possession of Geoffrey
de la  Guerche,  a  Breton  knight  who held  land across  Warwickshire,  Leicestershire,
Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire.  At the time of the Domesday survey, Crick was
recorded as containing 32 house units and 3.8 geld units – representing a substantial
village population, large enough to support its own priest.

1.3.13 The site itself lies within the core of the medieval village (NHER 445).  With the Grade I
listed Church of St. Margaret (NHER 445/2/1) located approximately 67m to the south-
west.  The church is of 14th to 15th century construction but incorporates segments of
earlier 12th century work.  The site has several upstanding earthworks (NHER 445/0/1,
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445/0/2) and earthworks were also recorded to the east between Main Road and Oak
Lane, before construction of the residential development.

1.3.14 The earthworks on the site comprise of two possible hollow ways and a series of east-
west aligned closes, bounded by low scarps.  These earthworks have been interpreted
as the remains  of  a  former village street  aligned north-west  to south-east  (RCHME
1981: 60-61) and running broadly parallel to Church Street.  The hollow way runs east
of the site and former house sites are believed to lie to the east and west of it.  More
disturbed earthworks are recorded in the western half of the site.  

1.3.15 The date  of  the  abandonment  of  this  part  of  the  village  is  uncertain,  however  it  is
suggested that the remains may relate to two halls, a cottage and a 'sheepscote' which
are recorded as being 'wasted' in 1380 by Andrew Gyldford who held the manor at this
time.

Modern
1.3.16 Modern maps dating from the early 1800s show the site lying in an area of open ground

to the east of the village, and subsequent maps show no further development on the
site.  However, the areas around it have been developed in recent decades, with the
extension of the primary school and church graveyard from the south during the mid-
1970s, and residential development to the east in the 1990s and again in 2006. 

1.4   Acknowledgements
1.4.1 The author  would  like  to  extend thanks to  CgMs Consulting  for  commissioning  the

archaeological works, specifically to Myk Flitcroft and Chris Harrison.  Thanks also go
to David Neale and Anna Neale for their patience and cooperation on site.

1.4.2 The fieldwork was carried out by the author with the assistance of Emily Abrehart, Mary
Andrews, Alex Cameron and Toby Knight.  

1.4.3 Mechanical excavation was undertaken by Lattenbury Services.  Metal detecting of the
features and spoil was carried out by Steve Critchley.  The trenching was monitored by
Liz Mordue and managed by James Drummond-Murray.
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2  AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims
2.1.1 The  objective  of  this  archaeological  trench  evaluation  was  to  determine  as  far  as

reasonably  possible  the  presence/absence,  location,  nature,  extent,  date,  quality,
condition  and  significance  of  any  surviving  archaeological  deposits  within  the
development area.

2.2   Methodology
2.2.1 The Brief required that seven trenches measuring 30m each in length be excavated

across the site.  This equated to 210 linear metres of trenching.

2.2.2 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a
tracked 360º excavator using a 1.8m wide toothless ditching bucket.  The trenching was
undertaken in two phases to facilitate the movement of horses within the site.  Thus
Trenches 1 to 3 were excavated first then backfilled prior to the opening of Trenches 4
to 7.

2.2.3 The site survey was carried out by the author using a Leica GS08 GPS.

2.2.4 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector.  All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which
were obviously modern.

2.2.5 All  archaeological  features  and  deposits  were  recorded  using  OA East's  pro-forma
sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits. 

2.2.6 Nine environmental bulk soil samples were taken in order to investigate the possible
survival of micro- and macro- botanical remains.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 10 of 40 Report Number 1757



3  RESULTS

3.1   Trench results 

Introduction 
3.1.1 During the evaluation works, features dating from the medieval period were revealed

(Fig. 2).  Across the site, natural geology (consisting of orange clays and grey yellow
sands) was encountered between 0.25m and 0.75m below modern ground level.  The
topsoil (01) was a dark grey brown silty sand and contained low levels of archaeological
finds  along  with  post-medieval  and  modern  debris  including  bricks  and  concrete
fragments (concentrated in the area around Trench 3).  

3.1.2 Finds from the topsoil consisted of one sherd (6g) of St Neots Type 1 Ware (AD 850-
1000), two sherds (20g) of Shelly Coarsewares (AD 1100-1400), one sherd (120g) of
Lyvedon/Stanion 'A' Ware (AD 1150-1400), one sherd (4g) of Chilvers Coton 'C' Ware
(AD 1300-1500), two sherds (49g) of Iron-Glazed Wares (late 17th century) and one
sherd (28g) of miscellaneous 19th to 20th century pottery.

3.1.3 Two subsoils were identified across the northern and western portions of the site.  The
upper subsoil (133) consisted of a mid brown silty sand which was devoid of finds.  The
lower subsoil (134) was made up of a mid brown grey silty sand and was also devoid of
finds.  A single feature was identified as being cut through earlier subsoil 134, whilst all
the  other  remaining  features  were  cut  into  the  natural  geology  and  sealed  by  the
subsoil.

3.1.4 The archaeology is discussed below by tench, unless otherwise stated. No finds were
retrieved from the features.  A full comprehensive list of trench depths, descriptions and
related context data and be found in Appendix A.

Trench 1
3.1.5 Trench 1 was seen to contain archaeology along its full length (Fig. 3).  The trench cut

across a long gentle bank earthwork.  This was visible in the trench section, with the
subsoil  (15)  at  the  southern  end of  the trench measuring  0.75m thick  whilst  at  the
northern  end  it  measured  just  0.2m in  thickness.   The  northern  end  of  the  trench
showed evidence for  post-medieval/modern  disturbance as beneath the topsoil  was
0.28m thick layer of very dark grey ashy silt which displayed a very sharp horizon with
the subsoil below.

3.1.6 Ditch  17 was orientated north-west to south-east.  It measured 0.8m wide and 0.24m
deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base.  It  was filled with a mid yellow
brown silty sand (16) which contained a single sherd (4g) of St Neots Type 2 Ware (AD
1000-1200).

3.1.7 Ditch 19  extended north-west from ditch  17  (a relationship was not seen).  The ditch
was 0.6m wide and 0.15m deep with a bowl shaped profile.  It was filled with a mid
brown grey silty sand (18) which contained two sherds (7g) of St Neots Type 2 Ware
(AD 1000-1200).

3.1.8 Possible pit  21 measured 1.25m wide and was 0.31m deep with a stepped profile.  It
was filled with a mid grey silty sand (20) which contained one sherd (19g) of St Neots
Type 2 Ware (AD 1000-1200) and one sherd (36g) of Lyveden/Stanion 'A' Ware (AD
1150-1400).  Feature  21  was cut over the top of ditch  23 which extended north-west
from ditch  17 (no relationship was visible)  and ran parallel  with  ditch  19.   Ditch  23
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measured 1m in width and 0.18m in depth with very gently sloping sides and a concave
base.  It was filled with a mid yellow brown silty sand (22).

3.1.9 Ditch  25  was aligned north-northwest to south-southeast.   It  measured 3m in width.
Only  a  small  investigation  slot  0.5m deep  was  excavated  into  the  feature.   It  had
steeply sloping sides and was filled with a mid brown silty sand (24) which contained a
single sherd (11g)  of  Lyveden/Stanion 'A'  Ware (AD 1150-1400).   An environmental
sample  taken  from  the  fill  was  seen  to  contain  a  single  charred  oat  grain  and  a
fragment of charred legume.

3.1.10 Ditch 27 ran in an east-northeast to west-southwest direction.  It was 1.37m wide and
0.3m deep with steeply sloping sides and a flat base.  It was filled with a mid orange
brown silty sand (26) which contained a high level of medium to large rounded stones.

3.1.11 Ditch  29 was orientated north-east to south-west and terminated within the trench.  It
was truncated on its northern side by ditch 27.  Ditch 29 was 1m wide and 0.34m deep
with a bowl shaped profile.  It was filled with a mid orange grey silty sand (28) which
contained  frequent  medium  to  large  rounded  stones.   Two  sherd  (5g)  of  possible
Bronze Age pottery was recovered from the fill.

3.1.12 The northern end of the trench contained an area of fill covering 6m in length.  One
ditch running parallel with ditch 27 was visible in plan cutting over the top of this area of
fill.  This ditch was not excavated but a sherd (weighing 6g) of Potters Marston Ware
(12th-14th century) was collected from its surface (context 46).  A test pit (33) 0.78m
deep was excavated  through the area  of  fill  down to  the  natural.   Three  fills  were
identified in the test pit section (Fig. 5a, S.15).  The basal fill (32) consisted of a 0.36m
thick mid orange grey silty sand and contained a single sherd (3g) of Potters Marston
Ware pottery (12th-14th century).  This was followed by a 0.24m thick mid grey silty
sand (31).  The latest fill (30) was made up of a mid brown orange silty clay containing
one sherd (9g) of Shell Coarseware (AD 1100-1400) and one sherd (1g) of Potterspury
Ware (AD 1250-1600).   From the direction  of  the  fills,  it  is  likely  that  feature  33 is
composed of more than one feature.

3.1.13 At the northernmost end of the trench, a pit or ditch terminus were seen along with part
of another ditch.  Neither of these features were excavated.

3.1.14 A copper alloy token (SF1) with suspension hole was recovered from the topsoil  in
Trench 1.  The token is of  Burgundian design dating from the late 14th to late 16th
century (see Appendix B.3).

Trench 2
3.1.15 Trench 2 was seen to contain archaeology across its full length, consisting of a number

of  spreads  and  ditches  (Fig.  3).   Trench  2  was  excavated  across  the  hollow  way
earthwork (Fig. 5b, S.2).  The subsoil (02) at the northern end of the trench measured
0.5m in thickness and at the southern end it was 0.15m thick.

3.1.16 Ditch 03 was aligned north-west to south-east.  It was 1.6m wide and 0.9m deep with
steeply sloping sides and a flat base (Plate 1).  The basal fill (04) was made up of a
0.2m thick mid grey brown silty clay containing a small fragment (1g) of burnt animal
bone and a piece of baked clay (9g).  An environmental sample was taken of the basal
fill and was seen to contain occasional charred wheat grains.  This was followed by a
0.2m thick light brown yellow sandy clay (05).  The latest fill (06) was made up of a mid
grey brown silty clay 0.6m in thickness which contained seventeen sherds (342g) of
Coventry 'A' Ware pottery (AD 1100-1400), one sherd (8g) of Roman pottery and 116g
of animal bone.
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3.1.17 To the immediate south of ditch 03 were two sub-square features measuring between
1m and 2m in width.  These were not excavated.

3.1.18 Ditch 08 was aligned west-northwest to east-southeast.  It was 1.07m wide and 0.3m
deep with a bowl shaped profile.  It was filled with a dark brown silty clay (09) which
contained one sherd (9g) of Iron Age pottery, one sherd (18g) of Roman pottery, one
sherd (12g) of Potters Marston Ware (12th-14th century) and 24g of animal bone.

3.1.19 Ditch  08  was cut into the top of spread 14 which extended across the southernmost
end of the trench for 5.2m.  Spread 14 consisted of a 0.14m thick dark red brown clay
silt and contained a moderate level of large sub-rounded cobble stones.

3.1.20 A second spread (35) was seen to extend across the central portion of the trench for
10m.  It consisted of a 0.24m thick dark red brown silty clay and contained a moderate
level of large sub-rounded cobble stones.  This spread was truncated by ditch 36.

3.1.21 Ditch 36 ran in a east-west direction.  It was 1.27m wide and 0.22m deep with gently
sloping sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a mid brown silty clay (37) which
contained one sherd (18g) of Potters Marston Ware (12th-14th century), one sherd (4g)
of Potterspury Ware (AD 1250-1600) and 9g of animal bone.

3.1.22 Ditch 38 was orientated east-northeast to west-southwest.  It was 0.9m wide and 0.38m
deep with a bowl shaped profile and was filled with a dark brown silty clay (39).  This
ditch was cut over the top of ditch 47.

3.1.23 Ditch 47 ran in a north-west to south-east direction.  It was 0.9m wide and its full depth
was not seen.  It was filled with a mid grey brown silty clay (138).  Ditch 47 was cut into
the top of spread 14.

3.1.24 Toward the northern end of  the trench was spread 137.  This extended a cross the
trench for 5m and was truncated by ditch 36.  It consisted of a mid grey brown silty clay.

Trench 3
3.1.25 Trench 3 was located across part of the area where the infilled BMX track has been

dug (Fig.  3).   The southern  end of  the  trench had been disturbed by large a  post-
medieval pit.

3.1.26 The full extent of pit 10 was not seen, but it was at least 5m long and 0.9m deep with a
gently sloping side and contained three fills.  The earliest fill (11) consisted of a 0.45m
thick light grey brown silty clay which contained brick and 18th century Willow Pattern
ceramic and 459g of brick.  Above this was a 0.1m thick layer of dark brown grey sandy
silt (48) containing 258g of brick.  The latest fill was a 0.34m thick mid brown orange
silty clay (49) which contained 1,337g of brick.  All the brick from within this feature
dates from the late 17th to 18th century.

3.1.27 Ditch  12  was orientated north-northwest to south-southeast.  It was 1.32m wide and
0.22m deep with gently sloping sides and a flat  base.  It  was filled with a mid grey
brown silty clay (13).  Ditch 12 was cut through the top of spread 41.

3.1.28 Spread 41 extended across the trench for 3.9m and consisted of a 0.23m thick mid
brown grey silty clay.

3.1.29 The central  and western  end of  the  trench  was taken over  by an  area of  possible
intercutting pits.  Pit 42 was at least 0.68m wide and was 0.71m deep with near vertical
sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a dark orange brown silty sand (43).  Pit 44
was 1.51m long and 0.54m deep with steeply sloping sides and a concave base.  It was
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filled with a dark orange brown silty sand (45).  An environmental sample was taken
and contains charred wheat, barley and oat grains.

Trench 4
3.1.30 Archaeology was seen across the full length of Trench 4 (Fig. 4) and was located on a

flat area of ground with no obvious earthworks.

3.1.31 Ditch  50 ran in a north-northeast to south-southwest direction.  It was 1.2m wide and
0.46m deep with steeply sloping sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a dark
brown silty clay (51).  This ditch merged with features  52 and 85 but no relationships
were ascertained.

3.1.32 Ditch 52 was orientated north-west to south-east.  It was at least 1.28m wide and was
0.35m deep with steeply sloping sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a dark
brown silty clay (53) which contained a single sherd (24g) of St Neots Type 2 Ware (AD
1000-1200).

3.1.33 An area of intercutting pits was identified at the northern end of the trench.  Pit 54 was
at least 0.4m wide and was 0.17m deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base.
It was filled with a dark yellow brown silty clay (55).  Pit 56 was 1.08m wide and 0.58m
deep with steeply sloping sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a dark yellow
brown silty clay (57) which contained a single fragment of baked clay (10g).  Pit 58 was
truncated by pit  56, so its full dimensions were not known.  It was 0.65m deep with a
concave base and was filled with a dark brown silty clay (59).

3.1.34 Ditch  68  was aligned north-east to south-west, was 0.9m wide and 0.28m deep with
gently sloping sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a dark orange grey silty clay
(69).  Ditch  68 was truncated on its southern side by parallel ditch  70.  Ditch  70 was
0.84m wide and 0.45m deep with a bowl shaped profile.  It was filled with a mid orange
brown silty clay (71) which contained two sherd (6g) of Shelly Coarseware (AD 1100-
1400).

3.1.35 Ditch  72  ran east to west and terminated within the trench.  It was 0.62m wide and
0.16m deep with gently sloping sides and a flat base.  It was filled with a mid orange
brown silty clay (73).

3.1.36 Pit  74 extended from the baulk of the trench, so its full dimensions were not seen.  It
was 0.82m long and 0.13m deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base.  It was
filled by a mid orange brown silty clay (75).

3.1.37 Posthole 76 was circular in plan with a diameter of 0.22m and was 0.12m deep with a
U-shaped profile.  It was filled with a dark grey brown silty clay (77).

3.1.38 Ditch 78 was aligned east-northeast to west-southwest.  It was 1.25m wide and 0.35m
deep with gently sloping sides and a flat base.  It was filled with a 0.1m thick mid brown
orange  silty  clay  (139),  followed  by  a  0.25m  thick  mid  grey  silty  clay  (79)  which
contained two sherds (6g) of St Neots Type 2 Ware (AD 1000-1200) and one sherd (4g)
of Potters Marston Ware (12th-14th century).

3.1.39 The southern end of the trench was taken over by fill  extending for 1.8m across the
trench.  It is likely that this consisted of at least two features, although any extents and
relationships were not seen.

3.1.40 Ditch  85  ran in an east-northeast to west-southwest direction.  It was at least 0.85m
wide and was 0.45m deep with a steeply sloping side and concave base.  It was filled
with a mid orange grey sandy silt (86) which contained 40g of animal bone.  A fragment
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of post-medieval roof tile (62g) was collected from the surface of this feature during
machining and it likely to be intrusive.

3.1.41 A test pit was excavated at the southernmost limit of the trench to a depth of 0.7m.  It
was at this level that the edge of a ditch (87) became visible running in a north-west to
south-east direction.  The base of the feature was not reached.  It was filled with a mid
grey silty sand (88) which contained a single sherd (13g) of Lyveden/Stanion 'A' Ware
(AD 1150-1400).

Trench 5
3.1.42 Trench 5 was excavated across an area of relatively flat ground (Fig. 4), with a linear

earthwork bank to its south.  It was evident in the section of this trench that there were
two subsoils present (125 and 132).  The lower subsoil (125) consisted of a 0.24m thick
mid brown grey silty sand.  Above this was a 0.3m thick mid brown silty sand (132).
These two subsoils were also seen in Trenches 6 and 7.  It is likely that they were also
present in Trench 4, but the differentiation between the two was not apparent.

3.1.43 Ditch  114  and  116  were aligned north-northwest to south-southeast.  No relationship
was  visible  between  the  two  ditches  but  the  fill  sequence  implies  that  they  were
contemporary and filled in at the same time (Plate 2).  Ditch  114 was 1.6m wide and
0.9m deep with steeply sloping sides and a V-shaped profile.  Ditch 116 was 1.4m wide
and 1m deep with steeply sloping sides and a flat base.  Both ditches contained an
initial mid yellow grey clayey silt (115 and 117), 0.5m to 0.56m in thickness.  A total of
20g of  animal  bone was collected from fill  115.  This was followed by a 0.1m thick
slump of redeposited mid orange clayey sand natural (119) coming in to the ditch from
the  east.   Above  this  was  a  0.25m thick  very  dark  grey  silt  (120)  which  was  also
slumping in from the east.  A total of 120g of baked clay was collected from this fill.  A
further 0.2m thick layer of redeposited natural (121) containing a single sherd (4g) of St.
Neots Type 2 Ware (AD 1000-1200) and 54g of baked clay followed this.  The final fill
consisted of a 0.1m thick very dark grey silt (122).  An environmental sample was taken
from fill  120 which contains a significant quantity of charred cereal grains along with
evidence of grasses and wetland plants (see Appendix C.2).

3.1.44 Ditch 123 was orientated north-northwest to south-southeast and terminated within the
trench. It could be seen that this ditch was later in date than the other features on site
as it was cut through lower subsoil 125 (Fig. 5a, S.41).  The ditch was 1.2m wide and
0.52m with steeply sloping sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a mid yellow
grey clayey silt (124) which contained 4g of animal bone.  

3.1.45 This ditch terminus lined up with a parch mark which ran north-northwest  to south-
southeast across the grass.  The parch mark ran also ran through Trench 6, but no
features were seen relating to it.

Trench 6
3.1.46 Archaeological features were seen across the western and central portion of Trench 6

(Fig. 4, Plate 3).  As with Trench 5, two subsoils (133 and 134) were identified within the
trench.

3.1.47 Ditch 60 extended beyond the limits of the trench but was at least 3.3m wide and was
2.1m deep with a stepped side, a concave base and contained eleven fills (Fig. 5b,
S.19).   The  ditch  was  orientated  north-northwest  to  south-southeast.   Basal  fill  84
consisted of a 0.15m thick mid brown yellow silty sand.  This was followed by a 0.2m
thick mid brown grey silty clay (83).  Above this was a 0.2m thick mid brown yellow silty
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sand (82), followed by a 0.2m thick mid brown grey silty clay (81).  Fill 61 consisted of a
0.1m thick layer of very dark grey organic silty sand.  This was followed by a 0.15m
thick mid brown grey silty clay (62).  Above this was a 0.3m thick light orange yellow
silty sand (63).  A 0.15m thick mid grey brown silty clay (64) followed this, then a 0.2m
thick mid orange yellow silty sand (65).  Fill 66 consisted of a 0.3m thick mid brown
grey  silty  clay.   The  final  fill  (67)  was  a  0.2m thick  dark  brown grey  silty  clay  and
contained  a  single  sherd  (2g)  of  Roman  pottery  along  with  93g  of  animal  bone.
Environmental samples were taken from fills 61 and 67.  These contain charred wheat,
oats  and  barley  grains  along  with  charred  seeds  of  pasture  plants  in  addition  to
numerous fragments of animal bone.

3.1.48 Ditch  110  was orientated north-west  to  south-east  and was truncated by ditch  112.
Ditch  110  was 1.18m wide and 0.5m deep with steeply sloping sides and a concave
base.  It was filled with a mid grey brown silty clay (111).

3.1.49 Ditch 112 was aligned north-east to south-west and was 3.7m wide.  The ditch was only
excavated to a depth of 0.6m due to severe water intake.  The fill (113) consisted of a
mid grey brown silty clay containing two sherds (17g) of St Neots Type 2 Ware (AD
1000-1200) and one sherd (5g) of Shelly Coarseware (AD 1100-1400).  It is possible
that ditch  112  was in fact two ditches because the edges of the feature did not run
parallel with one another.  Although ditches  60  and  112  did not intersect in plan, the
trench section revealed that ditch 60 was truncated by ditch 112.

3.1.50 Pit  126  extended beyond the limits of the tench, but was at least 1.62m long, 1.05m
wide and it was 0.24m deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base.  It was filled
with  a  mid  grey  silty  clay  (127)  which  contained  abundant  small  and  medium sub-
rounded stones.

3.1.51 Posthole 128 had a diameter of 0.25m and was 0.17m deep with a U-shaped profile.  It
was filled with a mid brown grey silty clay (129).

3.1.52 Ditch 135 was aligned north-west to south-east.  It was 0.65m wide and 0.2m deep with
gently sloping sides and a flat base.  It was filled with a mid grey brown silty clay (136).

Trench 7
3.1.53 Trench 7 contained archaeological features along its full length (Fig. 4, Plate 5).  As

with  Trenches  5  and  6,  two  subsoils  (133  and  134)  were  seen  within  the  trench.
However,  the  upper  subsoil  (133)  gradually  petered  out  as  the  trench  travelled
southward.  The trench was not seen to cut through any obvious earthworks, however
the topography slowly dropped away to the south.

3.1.54 Ditch 92 was orientated east-northeast to west-southwest.  It was 1.5m wide and 0.52m
deep with steeply sloping sides and a concave base (Plate 6).  The earliest of the three
fills (91) consisted of a 0.28m thick mid orange brown clay sand which was slumping in
from the south.  This was followed by a 0.14m thick mid brown yellow clay (90).  The
latest fill (89) was a 0.2m thick dark grey silty clay which contained moderate charcoal
inclusions and fragments of  baked clay (15g).   An environmental  sample was taken
from fill 89 and was seen to contain occasional charred cereal grains.

3.1.55 Pit  94 measured 0.9m long, 0.8m wide and was 0.12m deep with very gently sloping
sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a mid orange brown silty clay (93).

3.1.56 Adjacent to pit 94 were four postholes, either forming two rows or a four-post structure.
Posthole  96  was 0.48m long, 0.3m wide and 0.28m deep with stepped vertical sides
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and a  flat  base.   It  was filled with  a  mid  brown silty  sand (95)  and  contained rare
medium-large rounded stones.

3.1.57 Post hole 98 had a diameter of 0.2m and was 0.11m deep with a U-shaped profile.  It
was filled with a mid orange brown silty sand (97).  Posthole 100 had a 0.22m diameter
and was 0.1m deep with a U-shaped profile.  It was filled with a mid orange brown silty
sand (99).  Posthole 102 measured 0.22m in diameter and 0.18m in depth with vertical
sides  and a flat  base.   It  was filled  with  a  mid orange brown silty  sand (101)  and
contained fragments of baked clay (18g).

3.1.58 Tree throw  104  extended beyond the limits of the trench but was 1.3m long, at least
1.18m wide and was 0.37m deep with in irregular profile.  It was filled with a mid yellow
brown clayey sand (103) which contained 11g of baked clay.

3.1.59 Ditch 107 was aligned east-northeast to west-southwest.  It measured 1.24m in width
and 0.44m in depth with a bowl shaped profile.  The basal fill (106) was made up of a
0.14m thick mid brown orange silty clay.  This was followed by a 0.3m thick mid grey
brown  silty  clay  (105).    An  environmental  sample  taken  from  fill  105  contained
occasional charred cereal grains.

3.1.60 Ditch 109 ran parallel with ditch 107.  The ditch extended beyond the limit of the trench
so its full with was not seen, but it was at least 1.5m wide and was 0.96m deep with a
V-shaped profile (Fig. 5a, S.37).  It was filled with a mid grey brown silty sand (108).  An
environmental sample contained occasional charred cereal grains.

3.1.61 Ditch 130 was aligned west-northwest to east-southeast.  It was 0.45m wide and 0.34m
deep with steeply sloping sides and a concave base.  It was filled with a dark brown
grey sandy silt  (131) which contained one sherd (7g) of  Roman pottery,  two sherds
(19g) of St. Neots Type 2 Ware (AD 1000-1200) and two sherds (35g) of Oolitic Ware
(AD 975-1350).

3.2   Finds summary

Pottery (Appendices B.1 and B.2)
3.2.1 In  total,  a  pottery  assemblage  of  59  sherds  weighing  877g  was  recovered  from

excavated features across the site.  In general, the assemblage is only mildly abraded,
showing  that  it  is  well  stratified.   The  pottery  mainly  consists  of  Saxo-Norman and
medieval wares of 11th to 12th century date.  It is notable that common 13th to 14th
century pottery types are scarce or entirely absent from the assemblage, as are the
commoner late medieval wares of the region.

Metalwork (Appendix B.3)
3.2.2 A single copper alloy jetton of  late 14th to late 16th century date was recovered from

the topsoil of Trench 1.

Baked clay (Appendix B.4)
3.2.3 A total of 25 fragments (243g) of baked clay was collected from seven features.  In all,

four different fabrics were identified within the assemblage, which was recovered from
features within Trenches 2, 4, 5 and 7.  The assemblage is only slightly abraded with
majority of the baked clay displaying one or more surfaces.  Almost all of the surfaces
have either straw and grass or wattle impressions on their surfaces.
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CBM (Appendix B.5)
3.2.4 A very small quantity consisting of 21 CBM fragments (2,530g) was found comprising

post-medieval brick and roof tile.  The majority of the assemblage came from pit 10 in
Trench 3.

3.3   Environmental summary

Animal bone (Appendix C.1)
3.3.1 A total of 282g of animal bone was recovered from eight contexts.  The assemblage

was dominated by adult cattle mandibles and represents general settlement waste.

Environmental samples (Appendix C.2)
3.3.2 A total of nine environmental samples were taken from a mixture of pits and ditches

across the site.  Charred cereal grains are present in all  of the samples.  Sample 9
(from fill 120 of ditch 114, Trench 5) produced a flot that is almost completely comprised
of charred grains of wheat, oats and rye with occasional barley grains.

3.3.3 The charred plant assemblage is significant in that large numbers of seeds have been
preserved.  They represent weed plants that would have been harvested with the cereal
crops, such as corncockle and darnel.  The high number of grass seeds present may
have originated from burnt hay and the wetland seeds may have originated from plants
growing in the wetter areas of cultivated fields or may have been harvested for use as
thatching, flooring and fuel.
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4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

Earthworks
4.1.1 Across the entire site upstanding earthworks were apparent (Fig. 6) consisting of linear

banks and hollows.  These earthworks were most prominent in the north-eastern corner
of the site where the known location of the hollow ways are located (labelled 'A' on Fig.
6).

4.1.2 The original  medieval  earthworks located across Crick  village have previously  been
mapped and are displayed in the RCHME (1981, fig. 53, p61).  Earthwork preservation
across the site is good.  All the earthworks mapped by the RCHME can still be seen
today apart from in the south-east of the field where the remediation works took place
(Fig. 7).

4.1.3 The  topographic  survey  has  also  highlighted  some  previously  unmapped  features
(labelled 'B' on Fig. 6).  Here a number of closely spaced parallel lines (c.2m apart and
c.15m  in  length)  orientated east-northeast  to  west-southwest  can  be  seen  running
between the earthwork which bisects the site and the the parallel linear earthwork to its
west.   These look akin to hand-dug cultivation beds.  Interestingly,  these two north-
northwest to south-southeast aligned earthworks line up perfectly with field boundaries
still used within the village today.  These boundaries can be seen in Figure 1 as the plot
boundaries to 2a Oak Lane to the immediate north, and to the south they are seen as
the plot boundaries to 37 Main Road.

4.1.4 The eastern periphery of the village has been recorded as containing medieval ridge
and furrow, which differs from the cultivation beds seen within the site.   However, a
single enclosed field to the immediate north-east contains comparable narrow ridge and
furrow (Fig. 7) which is believed to date to the late 18th or early 19th century (RCHME
1981).  Therefore, the cultivation beds picked up by the topographic survey are likely to
be of a similar date.

4.1.5 Also situated in the western field, running north-northwest to south-southeast across
the  grass  was a  clear  parch  mark.   It  ran  along  the  top  of  and followed the  more
western linear earthwork mentioned in paragraph 4.1.3 above.  This parch mark was
parallel with the field boundaries to the east and west and joined with the boundary
extending from the northern site boundary.  This boundary can be seen on Figure 1 to
the immediate east of The Old Orchard and the Royal Oak Public House.  The parch
mark ran through Trenches 5 and 6 but nothing was apparent within the trench section
to relate to it.

The site and previous archaeological works
4.1.6 Looking at the present evaluation and the 1997 evaluation together, there are evident

trends within the archaeological features identified.  In both evaluations there is a clear
bias of features running parallel with or perpendicular to the north-northwest to south-
southeast aligned hollow way.  Long standing field boundaries and roads across the
village also attest to this alignment.

4.1.7 Nonetheless there is a distinct difference in typology between the two evaluations.  The
1997 evaluation identified limestone wall foundations with associated cobbled surfaces,
ditches and postholes (Hull  1997).   The entire pottery assemblage here (68 sherds,
809g) was made up of 13th to 14th century wares, whereas the present evaluation has
solely produced wares of an 11th to 12th century date.
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4.1.8 The two ceramic assemblages show a clear continued progression in occupation within
Crick.   However  the  fact  that  neither  assemblage  contains  overlapping  wares  is  of
interest.  The two evaluation sites are situated on either side of the hollow way, implying
that activity was shifted from one side of the hollow way to the other during the 12th to
13th  century.   Explanation  as  to  why  this  displacement  has  occurred  is  not  clear,
however one postulation could be that it was a directive from the manor in the village,
wanting the land to be cleared to create a pastoral area.

4.1.9 Within the present evaluation, Trench 4 was situated in the location of the BMX track.
The area of pitting corresponds with this track (see Fig. 7).  As no finds were recovered
from these features there are grounds to say that these are not actually pits but rather
part of the reinstated BMX track.  However, an environmental sample taken from these
possible intercutting pits produced a good assemblage of charred cereals.  Further to
this, the remediation works did identify a number of pits in this portion of the BMX track
along with pottery dating from AD 1100-1400.

Conclusion
4.1.10 It was evident during the evaluation that only a proportion of the sub-surface features

related to the earthworks.  A reason for the lack of relation between the archaeology
and the earthworks is likely to be explained by the presence of two subsoils across the
majority of the site.

4.1.11 These subsoils would suggest a number of phases of activity on the site, however the
lack of finds within the subsoil makes dating this activity difficult.  A single feature in
Trench 5 (ditch terminal 123) was definitively identified as being cut through the lower
subsoil and sealed by the upper subsoil.  Further to this, the archaeological features
identified  during  the  remediation  works  were  also  seen  to  be  cutting  through  the
subsoil, from which a single sherd of Coventry A ware (AD 1100-1400) was collected.

4.1.12 Whilst a good level of archaeological features were identified across the site, little in the
way of datable material was recovered.  A total of just 59 sherds (weighing 877g) were
collected  from across  the  site,  with  eight  of  these  (227g)  coming  from  the  topsoil.
Nonetheless, what was collected was seen to be in good condition with little abrasion.  

4.1.13 The Domesday Book cites Crick as being a well established village of considerable size
by the  time of  its  writing  (1086),  underlining  that  parts  of  Crick  had certainly  been
settled in during Anglo-Saxon times.  The pottery assemblage dates the activity on site
as being from the 11th to 12th century.  A background scatter of Anglo-Saxon pottery
suggests earlier activity on or within the immediate environs of the site, although no
features of a definitive pre-11th century date were uncovered.  

4.1.14 Looking at the site as a whole there are two main axes represented, with the majority of
ditches running either  east-northeast  to  west-southwest  or  north-northwest  to  south-
southeast.   These  two  axes  are  parallel  with  and  perpendicular  to  surrounding
alignments seen within the village, such as the site boundary itself, along with Church
Street, Oak Lane and the Main Road.

4.1.15 The lack of material culture recovered from features would imply that there was no one
living in this precise area during this period or that they took care to dispose of their
waste in  another location.   However,  a  number of  features across the western field
were seen to contain dark charcoal-rich burnt fills with fragments of baked clay within
them, which is considered a sign of occupation.

4.1.16 Whilst  none  of  the  features  can  definitively  be  stated  as  associated  with  domestic
structures, the recovery of these baked clay fragments would imply that a building of
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some sort could have been situated in this area.  Environmental samples taken from
features across the site have produced extremely high quantities of charred plant and
cereal grains, which would have formed a main component of the medieval diet.  

4.1.17 The  four  postholes  discovered  in  Trench  7,  are  likely  to  form  part  of  a  wooden
structure.   It  is  also noticeable that  these postholes are orientated with and located
centrally between parallel ditches 92 and 107.

4.1.18 During the archaeological works for the development to the immediate east, definitive
evidence  for  medieval  house  platforms  was  uncovered.   Nothing  like  this  was
uncovered during the present  evaluation.   Therefore  it  is  postulated that  during the
medieval period, this area was used for agriculture rather than for domestic activities. 

4.1.19 It  is  notable  that  the  site  is  situated  at  the  highest  point  in  the  village,  measuring
135.9m OD.  The Church of St Margaret, located approximately 67m south-west of the
southern site boundary is set at a height of around 132.6m.  During the evaluation it
was evident that the site was rather exposed (particularly on the western side) and it
was extremely windy.  Looking westward, the topography drops away sharply with clear
views  out  to  the  A5  (over  1km  away)  and  beyond.   This  would  add  favour  to  the
hypothesis that the domestic activity was taking place to the east of site, out of the wind
on  the  lee  of  the  hill,  with  strip  fields  and/or  gardens  occupying  the  present
development site.

4.1.20 Overall  it  can  be  said  that  the  land  off  Bury  Dyke,  Crick  contains  archaeological
remains dating from the 11th to 12th centuries.  A background scatter of earlier pottery
was collected during the archaeological works, this consisted of very low numbers of
Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman pottery along with a slightly higher assemblage of
Anglo-Saxon pottery.  A lack of securely datable finds from the feature fills means that
there is a potential for some of the undated features to be earlier in date, however at
present this cannot be confirmed.
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APPENDIX A.  TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1
General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench contained archaeology throughout.  Natural consisted of silty 
sand.

Avg. depth (m) 0.8

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 31

Contexts
context 
no type Width 

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

15 layer - 0.75 subsoil - -

16 fill - 0.24 ditch Pottery 11th C

17 cut 0.8 0.24 ditch - -

18 fill - 0.25 ditch Pottery 11th C

19 cut 0.6 0.25 ditch - -

20 fill - 0.31 ?ditch Pottery Mid 12th C

21 cut 1.25 0.31 ?ditch - -

22 fill - 0.18 ditch - -

23 cut 1.25 0.18 ditch - -

24 fill - >0.5 ditch Pottery Mid 12th C

25 cut 3 >0.5 ditch - -

26 fill - 0.3 ditch - -

27 cut >1 0.3 ditch - -

28 fill - 0.34 ditch Pottery ?Bronze Age

29 cut 1 0.34 ditch - -

30 fill - 0.18 ?ditch Pottery Mid 13th C

31 fill - 0.24 ?ditch - -

32 fill - 0.36 ?ditch Pottery 12th C

33 cut - 0.78 ?ditch - -

46 find - - surface find Pottery 12th C
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Trench 2
General description Orientation NNW-SSE

Trench contained archaeology throughout.  Natural consisted of silty 
clays.

Avg. depth (m) 0.5

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 29.5

Contexts
context 
no type Width 

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

2 layer - 0.4 subsoil - -

3 cut 1.6 0.9 ditch - -

4 fill - 0.2 ditch Baked
clay, bone ncd

5 fill - 0.2 ditch - -

6 fill - 0.6 ditch Pottery,
bone 12th C

8 cut 1.07 0.3 ditch - -

9 fill - 0.14 ditch Bone 12th C

14 layer - 0.14 spread - -

35 layer - 0.24 spread - -

36 cut 1.27 0.22 ditch - -

37 fill - 0.22 ditch Pottery,
bone Mid 13th C

38 cut 0.9 0.38 ditch - -

39 fill - 0.38 ditch - -

47 cut 0.9 - ditch - -

137 layer 5 - spread - -

138 fill - - ditch - -
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Trench 3
General description Orientation WNW-SES

Trench contained post-medieval disturbance at it's southern end 
along with earlier features.  Natural consisted of clays and sands.

Avg. depth (m) 0.8

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 27

Contexts
context 
no type Width 

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

10 cut 5 0.9 ?pit - -

11 fill - 0.45 ?pit Pottery,
CBM 18th C

12 cut 1.32 0.22 ditch - -

13 fill - 0.22 ditch - -

41 layer - 0.23 spread - -

42 cut >0.68 0.71 pit - -

43 fill - 0.71 pit - -

44 cut 1.51 0.54 pit - -

45 fill - 0.54 pit - -

48 fill - 0.34 ?pit CBM, coke Post-medieval

49 fill - 0.1 ?pit
CBM,

coke, clay
pipe

Post-medieval
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Trench 4
General description Orientation NNW-SSE

Archaeology seen across the full length of the trench.  Natural 
consisted of silty clays.

Avg. depth (m) 0.6

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 30

Contexts
context 
no type Width 

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

50 cut 1.2 0.46 ditch - -

51 fill - 0.46 ditch - -

52 cut 1.28 0.35 ditch - -

53 fill - 0.35 ditch Pottery 11th C

54 cut 0.4 0.17 pit - -

55 fill - 0.17 pit - -

56 cut 1.08 0.58 pit - -

57 fill - 0.58 pit Baked clay ncd

58 cut - 0.65 pit - -

59 fill - 0.65 pit - -

68 cut 0.9 0.28 ditch - -

69 fill - 0.28 ditch - -

70 cut 0.84 0.45 ditch - -

71 fill - 0.45 ditch Pottery 12th C

72 cut 0.62 0.16 ditch - -

73 fill - 0.16 ditch - -

74 cut >0.45 0.13 pit - -

75 fill - 0.13 pit - -

76 cut 0.22 0.12 posthole - -

77 fill - 0.12 posthole - -

78 cut 1.25 0.35 ditch - -

79 fill - 0.25 ditch Pottery 12th C

85 cut >0.85 0.45 ditch - -

86 fill - 0.45 ditch CBM,
bone ncd

87 cut - >0.68 ?ditch - -

88 fill - >0.68 ?ditch Pottery Mid 12th C

139 fill - 0.1 ditch - -
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Trench 5
General description Orientation ENE-WSW

Low levels of archaeology visible in the trench.  Natural consisted of 
silty clay.

Avg. depth (m) 0.7

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 29

Contexts
context 
no type Width 

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

114 cut 1.6 0.9 ditch - -

115 fill - 0.9 ditch Bone ncd

116 cut 1.4 1 ditch - -

117 fill - 1 ditch - -

119 fill - 0.1 ditch - -

120 fill - 0.25 ditch Baked clay ncd

121 fill - 0.2 ditch Pottery,
baked clay 11th C

122 fill - 0.1 ditch - -

123 cut 1.2 0.52 ditch - -

124 fill - 0.52 ditch Bone ncd

125 layer - 0.4 subsoil - -

132 layer - 0.3 subsoil - -
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Trench 6
General description Orientation ENE-WSW

Trench contained high level of archaeology throughout.  Natural 
consisted of sand and clays.

Avg. depth (m)
Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 29.5

Contexts
context 
no type Width 

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

60 cut 3.3 2.1 ditch - -

61 fill - 0.1 ditch - -

62 fill - 0.15 ditch - -

63 fill - 0.3 ditch - -

64 fill - 0.15 ditch - -

65 fill - 0.2 ditch - -

66 fill - 0.3 ditch - -

67 fill - 0.2 ditch Pottery,
bone ?Roman

81 fill - 0.1 ditch - -

82 fill - 0.2 ditch - -

83 fill - 0.2 ditch - -

84 fill - 0.15 ditch - -

110 cut 1.18 0.5 ditch - -

111 fill - 0.5 ditch - -

112 cut 3.7 >0.6 ditch - -

113 fill - >0.6 ditch Pottery 12th C

126 cut 1.62 0.24 pit - -

127 fill - 0.24 pit - -

128 cut 0.25 0.17 posthole - -

129 fill - 0.17 posthole - -

133 layer - 0.16 subsoil - -

134 layer - 0.4 subsoil - -

135 cut 0.65 0.2 ditch - -

136 fill - 0.2 ditch - -
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Trench 7
General description Orientation NNW-SSE

Moderate level of archaeology seen across the trench.  Natural 
consisted of sand.

Avg. depth (m) 0.5

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 30

Contexts
context 
no type Width 

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

89 fill - 0.2 ditch Baked clay ncd

90 fill - 0.14 ditch - -

91 fill - 0.28 ditch - -

92 cut 1.5 0.52 ditch - -

93 fill - 0.12 pit - -

94 cut 0.8 0.12 pit - -

95 fill - 0.28 posthole - -

96 cut 0.48 0.28 posthole - -

97 fill - 0.11 posthole - -

98 cut 0.2 0.11 posthole - -

99 fill - 0.1 posthole - -

100 cut 0.22 0.1 posthole - -

101 fill - 0.18 posthole Baked clay ncd

102 cut 0.22 0.18 posthole - -

103 fill - 0.37 ditch Baked clay ncd

104 cut 1.18 0.37 ditch - -

105 fill - 0.3 ditch - -

106 fill - 0.14 ditch - -

107 cut 1.24 0.44 ditch - -

108 fill - 0.96 ditch - -

109 cut >1.5 0.96 ditch - -

130 cut 0.45 0.34 ditch - -

131 fill - 0.34 ditch Pottery 11th C

133 layer - 0.16 subsoil - -

134 layer - 0.4 subsoil - -
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APPENDIX B.  FINDS REPORTS

B.1  Pottery

By Paul Blinkhorn

Introduction
B.1.1  The pottery assemblage comprised 59 sherds with  a total  weight  of  877g.  It  mainly

consists of Saxo-Norman and medieval wares of 11th to 12th century date, along with
small  quantities  of  prehistoric,  Romano-British  and  post-medieval  material.  It  was
recorded using the conventions of the Northamptonshire County Ceramic Type-Series
(CTS), as follows:

F100:  T1(1) type St Neots Ware, AD850-1100. 1 sherd, 6g

F200:  T1 (2) type St Neots Ware, AD1000-1200. 12 sherds, 100g

F209:  Oolitic ware, AD975-1350. 2 sherds, 35g

F319:  Lyveden/Stanion 'A' ware, AD1150-1400.  4 sherds, 180g

F329:  Potterspury Ware, AD1250 – 1600.  2 sherds, 5g

F330:  Shelly Coarseware, AD1100-1400.  6 sherds, 40g

F361:  Potters Marston Ware, 12th-14th century. 5 sherds, 43g

F371:  Coventry ‘A’ Ware, 12th-14th century. 17 sherds, 342g

F426:  Iron-Glazed Coarsewares, c. late 17th-18th century.  2 sherds, 49g

F1000:  Misc 19th and 20th century wares.  1 sherd, 28g

F1001:  All Romano-British. 4 sherds, 35g

F1002:  All Iron Age. 1 sherd, 9g

F1003:  ?Bronze Age. 2 sherds, 5g

B.1.2  The following, not present in the CTS, was also noted:

F370:  Chilvers Coton ‘C’ Ware, 1300-1500 (Mayes and Scott 1964). 1 sherd,
4g

Results
B.1.3  The pottery occurrence by number and weight of sherds per context by fabric type is

shown in Appendix B.2.  Each date should be regarded as a terminus post quem. The
range of medieval fabric types is typical of sites in the region (e.g. Blinkhorn 2010), and
suggests that the main period of activity at the site was during the 11th-12th centuries.
Certainly,  common  13th-14th  century  pottery  types  such  as  Stanion  ‘B’ Ware  (CTS
fabric F320) are scarce or entirely absent, as are the commoner late medieval wares of
the region (e.g. CTS fabric F401).

B.1.4  The assemblage is, in the main, in good condition and appears reliably stratified, with
some vessels  being very  well-represented.  For  example,  the  sherds  of  Coventry  ‘A’
Ware from context 06 (ditch 03) are all from the same vessel, a jar. They re-fit to give a
full  profile  of  the vessel,  which has a lot  of  use-wear  to the shoulders,  and sooting
around the lower body and base. Most of the shelly fabrics have had their calcareous
inclusions leached away, although this is most likely due to acidic soil conditions rather
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than post-depositional disturbance and attrition. All the stratified pottery appears to be
fragments of jars and bowls, which is typical of the pottery of the region in the earlier
medieval period.

B.1.5  The Iron Age pottery is in a shelly fabric typical of the middle-late Iron Age tradition in
the area (e.g. Blinkhorn and Jackson 2003).  The sherds of ?Bronze Age pottery are
tempered with fairly large fragments of  angular flint  up to 3mm. They are small  and
quite  worn,  although one of  them retains traces of  what  may be surface decoration
typical of collared urns.

Statement of potential and further work
B.1.6  The assemblage provides basic dating information and an indication of the origins of

pottery brought to the site.  If further work is undertaken on the site, this assemblage
should be incorporated for further analysis.
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B.2  Pottery quantification

F1003 F1002 F1001 F100 F200 F209 F330 F371 F319 F361 F329 F370 F426 F1000
Cxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date
1 1 6 2 20 1 120 1 4 2 49 1 28 U/S
6 1 8 17 342 12thC
9 1 9 1 18 1 12 12thC

16 1 4 11thC
18 2 7 11thC
20 1 19 1 36 M12thC
24 1 11 M12thC
28 2 5 ?BA
30 1 9 1 1 M13thC
32 1 3 12thC
37 1 18 1 4 M13thC
46 1 6 12thC
53 1 24 11thC
67 1 2 ?RB
71 2 6 12thC
79 2 6 1 4 12thC
88 1 13 M12thC
113 2 17 1 5 12thC
121 1 4 11thC
131 1 7 2 19 2 35 11thC

Total 2 5 1 9 4 35 1 6 12 100 2 35 6 40 17 342 4 180 5 43 2 5 1 4 2 49 1 28
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B.3  Metalwork

By Chris Faine
B.3.1  SF 1 (context 01) Copper alloy token. Diameter:  13.9mm. In poor condition with the

reverse illegible.  The edges may have been clipped with a suspension hole pierced
below the upper lip. Obverse inscription: -VE-.  The obverse is also in poor condition but
there is the suggestion of a shield with repeated diagonal  design (bendy to use the
heraldic term).  This was used on Burgundian jettons from the late 14th to late 16th
centuries (Barnard, 1981).

B.4  Baked clay

By Louise Bush

Introduction and methodology
B.4.1  A total of 243g of baked clay was collected from seven features of a likely medieval

date (Table 1).  The assemblage is fragmentary and only slightly abraded.

B.4.2  For  this  assessment  the  assemblage  was counted,  weighed,  the  levels  of  abrasion
recorded and a basic fabric description recorded.

Results
B.4.3  The assemblage comprises of 25 fragments in four fabrics.  The majority of the baked

clay has one or more surface.  Almost all of the surfaces have either straw and grass or
wattle impressions on their surfaces.  The baked clay is likely to have come from some
form of wooden structure of wattle and daub construction.

Context Cut Trench Feature Fabric Quantity Weight (g)
4 3 2 Ditch Orange sandy with grog and quartz 1 9

57 56 4 Pit Dark orange sandy with common 
quartz and rare flint

1 10

89 92 7 Ditch Buff orange sandy with grog and 
quartz

2 15

101 102 7 Posthole Buff orange sandy with grog and 
quartz

2 18

103 104 7 Tree throw Buff orange sandy with grog and 
quartz

3 11

120 114 5 Ditch Orange sandy with grog and quartz 9 107

Pink brown sandy with grog 19

121 114 5 Ditch Orange sandy with grog and quartz 4 54

Total 25 243
Table 1: Quantification of baked clay

Statement of potential and further work
B.4.4  Further work will be required on this assemblage should an excavation be undertaken

and the assemblage should be examined by a suitable specialist.
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B.5  Ceramic building material

By Rob Atkins

Introduction
B.5.1  A very small quantity consisting of 21 CBM fragments (2,530g) was found comprising

post-medieval brick and roof tile  (Table 2).

Material No. of contexts No. fragments Weight (g)
Brick 3 20 2468

Ceramic roof tile 1 1 62
Table 2 :  CBM by type, number and weight

Results
Brick

B.5.2  Context 11. Eleven fragments in an orange sandy fabric (459g). One fragment in an
orange fabric (414g), which has been heavily over-fired causing substantial vitrification.
This is a cross-join with a brick  fragment  in context 49. Collectively 102mm (4") wide
and 65mm (2½") thick. Mid 17th-18th century.

B.5.3  Context 48. Four fragments in an orange sandy fabric (258g).

B.5.4  Context 49. Three part bricks in an orange sandy fabric (1,021g).  Sanded. One has
width  115mm (4½").  All  three  thicknesses  are  the  same  (65mm,  66mm  and  67mm
(2½"). Arrises ok. Some small internal holes. Marks showing excess clay scrapped off
mould. 17th-18th century.  One fragment in an orange fabric (316g), which has been
heavily over-fired causing substantial vitrification. This fragment is a cross-join with a
brick in context 48.

Ceramic Roof Tile
B.5.5  Context 86. Orange sandy fully oxidised fabric. Well made. Post-medieval.

Statement of potential and further work
B.5.6  This is a small assemblage of post-medieval date and no further work is recommended.
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APPENDIX C.  ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS

C.1      Faunal remains

By Chris Faine

Introduction and methodology
C.1.1  The faunal assemblage consists of 282g of animal bone which was recovered from a

variety  of  features.  The  assemblage  consisted  of  43  fragments  of  which  ten  were
identifiable to species. 

C.1.2  All data was initially recorded using a specially written Access database.  Bones were
recorded using a version of the criteria described in Davis (1992).  Initially all elements
were assessed in terms of sizing (where appropriate), completeness, tooth wear stages
(also where applicable) and epiphyseal fusion.  Completeness was assessed in terms
of percentage and zones present (after Dobney & Reilley,  1988).   Initially the whole
identifiable  assemblage  was  quantified  in  terms  of  number  of  individual  fragments
(NISP) and minimum numbers of individuals (MNI).

Results
C.1.3  Contexts 04 (ditch 03), 37 (ditch 36), 115 (ditch 114) and 124 (ditch 123) contained no

identifiable fragments.  All the other fragments were identified as cattle aside from an
adult  horse 2nd molar from context 09 (ditch  08).  Context  06 (ditch  03) contained a
number of mandible fragments.  A complete old adult mandible was also recovered from
context 67 (ditch 60).  A partial metacarpal was recovered from context 86 (ditch 85).

Statement of potential and further work
C.1.4  This a small  assemblage representing general  settlement waste.  No further work is

recommended, however if another phase of fieldwork takes place then this assemblage
should be incorporated with any other faunal remains.

C.2  Environmental samples

By Rachel Fosberry

Introduction and methodology
C.2.1  A total of nine bulk samples were taken from features within the excavated areas in

order to assess the quality of preservation of plant remains and their potential to provide
useful  data  as  part  of  further  archaeological  investigations.  Features  sampled  were
ditches and a pit dating to the medieval period.

C.2.2  The total volume (up to 10 litres) of each bulk sample was processed by water flotation
(using a modified Siraff three-tank system) for the recovery of charred plant remains,
dating evidence and any other artefactual evidence that might be present. The floating
component (flot) of the samples was collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue
was washed through 10mm, 5mm, 2mm and a 0.5mm sieve.  Both flot and residues
were allowed to air dry. A magnet was dragged through each residue fraction prior to
sorting for artefacts. Any artefacts present were noted and reintegrated with the hand-
excavated finds. 
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C.2.3  The  dried  flots  were  subsequently  sorted  using  a  binocular  microscope  at
magnifications up to x 60 and an abbreviated list of the recorded remains are presented
in Table 3. Identification of plant remains is with reference to the Digital Seed Atlas of
the Netherlands and the authors' own reference collection. Nomenclature is according
to Zohary and Hopf (2000) for cereals and Stace (1997) for other plants. Carbonized
seeds and grains, by the process of burning and burial, become blackened and often
distort  and  fragment  leading  to  difficulty  in  identification.  Plant  remains  have  been
identified to species where possible. The identification of cereals has been based on the
characteristic morphology of the grains and chaff as described by Jacomet (2006).

Quantification
C.2.4  For the purpose of  this initial  assessment,  items  such as seeds,  cereal  grains and

legumes  have  been  scanned  and  recorded  qualitatively  according  to  the  following
categories:

# = 1-10, ## = 11-50, ### = 51+ specimens, #### = 100+ specimens

C.2.5  Items  that  cannot  be  easily  quantified  such  as  charcoal  have  been  scored  for
abundance:

+ = rare, ++ = moderate, +++ = abundant 

Results
C.2.6  Preservation of plant remains is by carbonisation and occurs in each of the samples to

some degree. Charred cereal grains are common and include oats (Avena sp.), barley
(Hordeum vulgare), rye (Secale cereale) and free-threshing wheat (Triticum aestivum
sensu-lato). 

C.2.7  The two samples that contain the most cereal grains are Sample 4, fill 67 of ditch  60
and Sample 9, fill  120 of ditch  114. Sample 4 contains wheat, barley and oats along
with charred seeds of grasses (Poaceae), goosefoot (Chenopodium sp.), docks (Rumex
sp.), black bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) and darnel (Lolium sp.).  

C.2.8  Sample  9  produced a  flot  volume of  140ml  that  is  almost  completely  comprised  of
charred grains of wheat,  oats and rye with occasional barley grains. Wheat and rye
predominate. The charred seed assemblage is similar to that of sample 4 in that it also
contains numerous grass seeds and there is further evidence of pasture plants such
fescues  (Festuca sp.)  and  scentless  mayweed  (Tripleurospermum  inodorum).  This
sample also contains a significant seed assemblage of  plants that  would have been
growing in the cereal  crop such as stinking mayweed (Anthemis cotula),  corncockle
(Agrostemma githago) and knotgrasses (Polygonum sp.) along with seeds of wetland
plants such as black bog-rush (Schoenus nigricans) and sedges (Carex sp.).

Discussion
C.2.9  Charred cereal grains are present in all of the samples showing that there is a general

spread of this material  across the site. The recovery of charred grain from medieval
deposits is common as cereals were a staple food and would have comprised a major
component  of  the  diet.  Grains  are  likely  to  be  burnt  either  accidentally  during  food
processing or deliberately through spillage and the burning of waste material such as
floor sweepings. 
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Sample
No.

Cxt.
No.

Cut
No.

Feature
Type Trench

Volume
processed

(L)

Flot
Volume

(ml) Cereals Legumes
Weed
Seeds

Charcoal
<2mm

Charcoal
> 2mm

1 4 3 Ditch 2 7 1 # 0 0 + 0

2 24 25 Ditch 1 7 1 # # 0 + 0

3 45 44 Pit 3 10 10 ## 0 0 + 0

4 67 60 Ditch 6 9 15 ### 0 # ++ +

5 61 60 Ditch 6 8 25 # 0 ### ++ +

6 89 92 Ditch 7 8 1 ## 0 0 + 0

7 105 107 Ditch 7 7 5 # # 0 + 0

8 108 109 Ditch 7 6 1 # 0 # + 0

9 120 114 Ditch 5 9 140 #### # #### +++ ++
Table 3: Environmental samples

C.2.10  The charred  plant  assemblage  from this  site  is  significant  in  that  large  numbers  of
seeds  have  been  preserved.  They  represent  weed  plants  that  would  have  been
harvested with the cereal crops, such as corncockle and darnel. Stinking mayweed is a
plant that has a specific habitat for clay soils showing that at least one of the cereal
crops was cultivated on these difficult to plough fields. The high number of grass seeds
may have originated from burnt hay as the stems of grass rarely survive burning. The
wetland seeds may have originated from plants growing in the wetter areas of cultivated
fields or may have been harvested for use as thatching, flooring and fuel.

Statement of potential and further work

C.2.11  The  environmental  samples  taken  during  the  evaluation  of  this  site  have  shown
excellent potential for the recovery of preserved plant remains. If  further excavations
are planned for this area a schedule of soil sampling should be included.
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Figure 3: Trenches 1 to 3
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Figure 4: Trenches 4 to 7
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Figure 6: Terrain map
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Figure 7: Site plan showing the 1997 evaluation, 2011 remediation works and the medieval earthworks
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Plate 2: Ditches 114 and 116, looking south-southeast

Plate 1: Ditch 03, looking south-east 
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Plate 4: Ditch 60, looking south-southeast

Plate 3: Trench 6, looking east-northeast 
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Plate 6: Ditch 92, looking west-southwest

Plate 5: Trench 7, looking north-northwest 
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