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Summary

During  August  and  September  2009,  Oxford  Archaeology  East  carried  out  an
archaeological  Excavation  on  the  site  of  the  former  bus  depot,  Stukeley  Road,
Huntingdon.  This  excavation revealed the remains of  structures,  pits and ditches
dating  from the  12th  to  14th  century.  The  relatively  short  occupation  of  the  site
suggests  it  is  linked  to  a  rapid  expansion  of  Huntingdon  in  the  12th  and  13th
centuries, before a well documented population collapse, following the Black Death.

Finds from the site include animal bone, shell, pottery and various items related to
craft industry; spindle whorls, fibre processing spikes and iron knives.
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work
1.1.1 An archaeological excavation was conducted at the former bus depot, Stukeley Road,

Huntingdon.

1.1.2 This archaeological excavation  was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Andy  Thomas  of  Cambridgeshire  County  Council  (CCC;  Planning  Application
0402816OUT), supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East. 

1.1.3 The  work  was  designed  to  assist  in  defining  the  character  and  extent  of  any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the  guidelines  set  out  in  Planning  Policy  Statement  5:  Planning  for  the  Historic
Environment  (Department for Communities and Local Government 2010). The results
will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority,
with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found.

1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

1.2   Geology and topography
1.2.1 The site lies on Oxford Clays, overlain in places by terrace gravels (British Geological

Survey 1970). Barracks Brook runs north to south 50m to the west of the development
plot. This brook flows into the river Great Ouse 1km to the south. The ground level on
site  lay  at  12.97m  OD,  although  a  significant  amount  of  made  ground,  consisting
primarily  of  concrete  and  hard-core  was  recorded.  The  ground  sloped  gradually
downwards from north-east to south west, the natural deposits falling by 1m.

1.3   Archaeological and historical background

Prehistoric and Roman

1.3.1 There has been very little prehistoric activity recorded in the vicinity of the site.  There
have been several  prehistoric  finds within Huntingdon,  mainly dating from the Later
Neolithic  onwards (Abrams 2000).   These finds  may be related to the communities
using the ceremonial complex at Rectory Farm, Godmanchester 1.5km south-east of
the development area (Hinman and Kenney.1998)  

1.3.2 Known Roman remains around Huntingdon mostly relate to the Roman settlement of
Godmanchester which is located south of the River Ouse crossing.  Roman activity in
the vicinity of the site is evidenced primarily by the course of Ermine Street that follows
the current line of Stukeley road. This runs south-east to north-west along one edge of
the current development plot. Excavations at Stanton Butts, immediately to the north of
this plot uncovered the remains of a 'V' shaped ditch, dated to the Roman period, that
was interpreted as the roadside ditch (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming).

1.3.3 The location of a possible Late Iron Age and Roman settlement was uncovered 750m to
the east at Mill Common (Cooper and Spoerry 2000) but no evidence of settlement has
been found in the immediate vicinity of the site; however finds such as a bronze key
(HER 02613) attest to Roman activity in the area.
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Medieval and Post-Medieval

1.3.4 The site lies outside of the medieval town of Huntingdon, between St Margaret’s leper
hospital,  some 600m to the north (SMR 6918 and Mitchell  1993) and  the church or
chapel of St Peter, which lay 200m south of the excavation site (Page et al 1932). The
location of this church is uncertain and it may well be that there was little occupation
north of the site of St Andrew’s church and the town ditch, a further 300m to the south
of the investigation site. 

1.3.5 However, excavations at Stanton Butts to the north (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming: 18) and
on land adjacent to the railway to the south (House 2008) recorded evidence for road
side  structures  and  increased  industrial  activity  dating  to  the  medieval  period.  This
would suggest that during the 12th and 13th centuries activity and settlement began to
spread out of the town along Ermine Street; one of the main north south roads in the
country.

1.3.6 Up until the 14th century Huntingdon was a successful town. Its strategic location at the
meeting  point  of  two  major  trade  routes,  Ermine  Street  and  the  River  Ouse,  had
afforded it much of its prosperity and status as a local administrative centre. 

1.3.7 In 1174 it lost its Royal castle and subsequently suffered market competition from St
Ives, a newly-founded market centre located five miles downstream, and site of what
was to become one of medieval England's most important international fairs. This was
offset when the town gained legal right to tolls on goods coming into St Ives and by the
early 14th century Huntingdon had sixteen churches, two priories, a friary and three
hospitals; supposed hallmarks of a thriving centre.

1.3.8 However, during the late 13th and 14th centuries the town entered decline and there
are numerous references to disputes between the borough and landowners restricting
river flow and riverine access further downstream. In addition,  the construction of  a
bridge downstream at St Ives and the demise of St Ives’ fair  all  weakened the local
economy.  These  unfortunate  circumstances  were  compounded  by  countrywide
overpopulation  and  several  years  of  failed  harvests,  followed  by  several  waves  of
plague. It seems that there was a particularly severe visitation of the Black Death to
Huntingdon itself,  and the shortage of  people and parlous state of  local  finances is
regularly attested to in 14th and 15th century documents. Six of the towns churches are
not mentioned in documents after the mid 14th century and by the 16th century only
four  were  still  functioning:  St  Mary’s,  All  Saints,  St  Benedict’s  and  St  John’s.
Archaeological investigations within the town suggest that occupation inside the town
ditch may have been rather piecemeal after the 13th century.

1.4   Acknowledgements
1.4.1 The author would like to thank Camvil Ltd. who commissioned and funded the work.

The  project  was  managed  by  James  Drummond-Murray.  Nick  Gilmour  directed  the
fieldwork, with the assistance of Rob Atkins, John Diffey, Chris Faine, Steve Graham
and Julian Newman. The excavation was monitored for Cambridgeshire County Council
by Andy Thomas.
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2  AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims
2.1.1 The objective of this excavation was to determine as far as reasonably possible the

presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area and preserve these
remains by record. 

2.1.2 In addition a number of site specific research aims and objectives were identified, these
are listed below.

Roman

2.1.3 To investigate the evidence for Roman activity and it's relationship to the line of Ermine
Street, forming the eastern boundary of the site.

2.1.4 In particular to establish whether there is any evidence for the road itself, the roadside
ditch and any roadside activity.

Medieval

2.1.5 To Investigate the evidence for the layout and development of medieval  settlement  in
the area, and characterise this evidence with reference to the previous excavations to
the north (HER16823) and to the medieval town of Huntingdon to the south.

2.1.6 The  evaluation  produced  evidence  for  medieval  structures  alongside  the  road.  The
excavation will aim to determine the nature, date and duration of occupation of these
structures and any associated (backyard?) activities.

Environmental reconstruction 

2.1.7 Using  the  spectrum  of  environmental  techniques  appropriate  for  this  aspect  of
investigation, an attempt will be made to model the landscape and its transformation
brought about by the settlements inhabitants and due to natural events.

2.1.8 The samples from the evaluation produced mixed results but  the excavation should
provide evidence on domestic  activity and refuse disposal  from traditional  medieval
dwellings.

2.2   Methodology
2.2.1 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a

tracked 13 ton 360 excavator using a toothless ditching bucket. 

2.2.2 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector.  All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which
were obviously modern.

2.2.3 All  archaeological  features  and  deposits  were  recorded  using  OA East's  pro-forma
sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits. 

2.2.4 Environmental  samples  were taken  from any features  which contained  a  significant
quantity  of  charcoal.  Basal  fills  of  deep  pits  were  also  sampled,  to  check  for
waterlogged deposits.  In addition several structural features were sampled. Bulk soil
samples  could  not  be  taken  from  some  features  on  site,  due  to  the  presence  of
hydrocarbon contamination. 
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2.2.5 Site conditions were generally good, although occasional rain and a high water table
sometimes  hampered  excavation.  The  presence  of  hydrocarbon  contamination  also
prevented the excavation of some features to their base.
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3  RESULTS

3.1   Introduction 
3.1.1 Although there are stratigraphic relationships between features, the pottery recovered

from this site shows that it was occupied for a relatively short period of time. The results
are  therefore  presented  as  a  single  phase  of  activity,  by  feature  type;  structural
features, layers, pits and ditches.

3.1.2 Features identified during the evaluation of the site (Rees 2009) have been included
here, where relevant. Some of these features have been re-interpreted in light of the
additional information gained from excavation.

3.2   Structural Features

Structural Group 1 (Postholes 10, 12, 14, 160, 161, 163, 165, 166, 196, 197, 198, 
199, 233, 256, 266, 273, 292, 316, 359, 361, Pit 254 Beamslots 18, 164, 167, 208 and
209)

3.2.1 Postholes  10 (filled by 9),  12 (filled by 11) and  14 (filled by 13) were sub-circular in
plan, with vertical sides and concave bases and formed an approximate line, aligned
north-west to south-east. They were up to 0.49m in diameter and between 0.20m and
0.30m in depth and filled by a mid yellowish brown, silty sand, which contained animal
bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

3.2.2 Posthole 160 (filled by 181) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and
a gently sloping base and appeared to truncate posthole 162. It had a maximum width
of 1.01m and depth of 0.18m and its fill, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, contained
animal bone.

3.2.3 Posthole 161 (filled by 183) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a gently
curving base. It had a diameter of 0.34m and a depth of 0.24m. Its fill was a mid greyish
brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.

3.2.4 Posthole  162 (filled by 182) was truncated by posthole  160 and was sub-circular  in
plan, with vertical sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.28m and a depth of
0.16m. Its fill was very similar to 183 and it too contained no finds.

3.2.5 Posthole  163 (filled by 184) was sub-circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a
concave base. It was 0.72m long, 0.36m wide and 0.11m deep with a very similar fill to
183. Its shape in plan suggested that it may represent more that one feature.

3.2.6 Posthole  165 (filled by 187) was circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a flat
base. It had a diameter of 0.53m and a depth of 0.10m. A single pale greyish brown,
clayey sand fill, containing no finds was recorded.

3.2.7 Posthole  166 (filled by 188) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base. It had a diameter of 0.74m and a depth of 0.36m. A single fill was recorded that
comprised a mid-dark greyish brown, clayey sand, containing animal bone and pottery
of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. This feature cut posthole 165.

3.2.8 Postholes 196 (filled by 217), 197 (filled by 218), 198 (filled by 218), and 199 (filled by
219) formed a small inter-cutting group. Posthole 196 was circular in plan, with steeply
sloping sides and a gently curving base. It  had a diameter of 0.43m and a depth of
0.24m. It was filled by 217, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.
Posthole 197 was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had
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a maximum width of 0.60m and a depth of 0.40m. It was filled by 218, a dark greyish
black, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12 th to mid 14th

century date. Posthole 197 was cut by Posthole 195. Posthole 198 was sub-circular in
plan, with steeply sloping sides and a sloping base. It was also filled by 218 and was
only distinguishable as a separate feature by the profile. Posthole 199 was sub-circular
in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a sloping base. It had a maximum width of
0.80m and depth of  0.24m. It  was filled by 219,  a mid greyish brown, clayey sand,
which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

3.2.9 Posthole  233 (filled by 238) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base. It  had a diameter of 0.38m and a depth of 0.22m. It was filled by 238, a pale
greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained pottery of mid  12th to mid 14th century
date.

3.2.10 Pit 254 (filled by 252 and 253) was sub-circular in plan, with very steeply sloping sides
and a flat base. It was 1.05m long, 0.60m wide and 0.49m deep. The basal fill, 253,
was a dark greyish black, clayey sand, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 252,
was a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of
mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

3.2.11 Posthole 256 (filled by 255) was circular in plan, with very steeply sloping sides and a
flat base. It had a diameter of 0.34m and a depth of 0.37m. It was filled by 255, a dark
greyish black, clayey sand, which contained pottery of mid  12th to mid 14th century
date. Posthole 256 cut pit  254, it is possible that Pit  254 represented a posthole, with
Posthole 256 being a post-pipe.

3.2.12 Posthole  266 (filled by 274) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a diameter of 0.40m and a depth of 0.14m (Fig. 3). It was filled by
274, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone. Posthole  266
appeared to cut Beamslot 164 (see below) but this relationship was uncertain.

3.2.13 Posthole  273 (filled by 272) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a diameter of 0.30m and a depth of 0.09m. It was filled by 272, a
mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.

3.2.14 Posthole  292 (filled by 291) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
gently curving base. It had a diameter of 0.20m and a depth of 0.11m. It was filled by
291, a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.

3.2.15 Posthole  316 (filled by 315) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides ans a flat
base. It had a diameter of 0.55m and a depth of 0.26m. It was filled by 315, a pale-mid
greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds (Fig. 3).

3.2.16 Posthole 359 (filled by 358) was sub-circular in plan, with near vertical sides and a flat
base.  It  was 0.90m long,  0.50m wide and 0.44m deep.  It  was filled by 258,  a dark
brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid  12th to
mid 14th century date.

3.2.17 Posthole  361 (filled by 360) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
flat base. It had a diameter of 0.40m and a depth of 0.08m. It was filled by 360, a dark
brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid  11th to
12th century date.

3.2.18 Beamslot  18 (18 filled by 17,  159 filled by 179 and 180,  210 filled by 220) ran on a
north-east to south-west alignment. It had vertical sides and a flat base. It was a total of
13.20m in length, with a maximum width of 0.56m and depth of 0.28m. It was filled by a
pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 11th
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to mid  12th century date. In one slot, a lower fill, 180, was identified, this was a pale
greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds. Beamslot  18 cut Beamslot  208
(see below).

3.2.19 Beamslot 167 (filled by 185) ran on an east to west alignment. It was truncated to the
west by modern disturbance and continued out of the excavated area to the east. It was
recorded for a length of 1.16m, with a width of 0.39m and depth of 0.10m. It was filled
by 185, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.

3.2.20 Beamslot  164 (164 filled by 186,  267 filled by 275) ran on a north-east to south-west
alignment, to the north of and parallel to Beamslot 18. It had steeply sloping sides and
a flat base. It was a total of 4.05m in length, with a maximum width of 0.25m and depth
of 0.20m. It was filled by a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal
bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Beamslot 164 cut Posthole 165.

3.2.21 Possible Beamslot 208 (208 filled by 221, 222 and 224, 232 filled by 235 and 236) ran
parallel to Beamslot 18, and cut across it. It had very steeply sloping sides and a gently
curving base. It had a maximum width of 0.75m and depth of 0.58m. The basal fill, 222
(same as 224 and 236) was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal
bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date. The upper fill, 221 (same as 235)
was a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of
mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Beamslot 208 cut Posthole 292.

3.2.22 Possible Beamslot 209 (209 filled by 223, 225 and 226, 231 filled by 237) ran parallel
to Beamslot  208 and appeared to cut across it. It had steeply sloping sides and a flat
base (Fig. 3). It was up to 0.85m wide and 0.56m deep. The basal fill 225 (same as
237) was a dark greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery
of mid 12th century date. Above this was fill 223, a pale greyish brown, clayey sand,
which contained no finds. The upper fill, 226, was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand,
which contained no finds.

Structural Group 2 (Postholes 259, 261, 263, 336 and 355 Beamslot 357)

3.2.23 Postholes 259 (filled by 258),  261 (filled by 260) and 263 (filled by 262) were located
adjacent to each other in a line running north to south. Posthole  259 was circular in
plan, with near vertical sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.30m and a
depth  of  0.25m.  It  was  filled  by  258,  a  dark  brownish  grey,  clayey  loam,  which
contained  no  finds.  Posthole  261,  was  circular  in  plan,  with  a  flat  base.  It  had  a
diameter of 0.50m and a depth of 0.28m. It was filled by 260, a mid orangey brown,
clayey loam, which contained no finds. Posthole  263 was circular  in plan,  with near
vertical sides and a concave base. It was filled by 262, a dark brownish grey, clayey
loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of Medieval date. Posthole 261 was cut
by postholes 259 and 263.

3.2.24 Posthole  336 (filled by 335) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base. It  had a diameter of 0.70m and a depth of 0.20m. It was filled by 335, a dark
brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and burnt stone.

3.2.25 Posthole  355 (filled by 354) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base. It  had a diameter of 0.25m and a depth of 0.14m. It was filled by 354, a mid
brownish grey,  clayey loam, which contained pottery of mid 9th to mid 12th century
date.

3.2.26 Beamslot 357 (filled by 356) ran on a north-east to south-west alignment. It had steeply
sloping sides and a flat base. It was 0.25m wide and 0.08m deep. It was filled by 356, a
mid  brownish  grey,  clayey  loam,  which  contained  pottery  of  mid  12th  to  mid  14th
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century date. Beamslot  357 appeared to be contemporary with Posthole  355, as they
had identical fills.

Structural group 3 (Postholes 23, 25, 27, 37, 39, 47, 93 and 95, Pit 29, Beamslots 
33 and 41)

3.2.27 Posthole  23 (filled by 22) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave
base. It had a length of 0.35m, a width of 0.28m and a depth of 0.25m. It was filled by
22, a mid brownish yellow, silty clay, which contained no finds.

3.2.28 Posthole  25 (filled by 24) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave
base. It had a length of 0.40m, a width of 0.36m and a depth of 0.09m. It was filled by
24, a mid greyish brown silt, which contained no finds.

3.2.29 Posthole  27 (filled by 26) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave
base. It had a length of 0.33m, a width of 0.32m and a depth of 0.22m. It was filled by
26, a mid yellowish brown silt, which contained no finds.

3.2.30 Posthole  37 (filled by 36) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave
base. It  had a diameter of  0.50m and a depth of 0.26m. It  was filled by 36, a dark
greyish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds.

3.2.31 Posthole  39 (filled by 38) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave
base. It had a length of 0.34m, a width of 0.32m and a depth of 0.19m. It was filled by
38, a mid yellowish brown, clayey silt,which contained animal bone.

3.2.32 Posthole  47 (filled by 46) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave
base.  It  had a diameter  of  0.44m and a depth of  0.22m. It  was filled by 46,  a mid
brownish yellow, clayey silty, which contained no finds.

3.2.33 Posthole 93 (filled by 92) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a diameter of 0.50m and a depth of 0.10m. It was filled by 92, a
mid greyish brown, silty clay, which contained pottery of mid to late 12 th century date.

3.2.34 Posthole 95 (filled by 94) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a diameter of 0.65m and a depth of 0.18m. It was filled by 94, a
mid greyish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds.

3.2.35 Pit  29 (filled by 28) was sub-rectangular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base. It was 1.05m long and 0.35m deep. It was filled by 28, a mid greyish brown silt,
winch contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

3.2.36 Beamslot  33 (filled by 32) ran for 0.72m on a north-east to south-west orientation. It
was identified in the evaluation, but not in the excavation, due to modern disturbance in
the area. It was 0.24m wide ad 0.40m deep. It was filled by 32, a mid greyish brown silt,
which contained animal bone. Beamslot 33 was cut by Pit 31 (see pit group 4 below).

3.2.37 Beamslot 41 (filled by 40) ran in a north-east to south-west direction. It was 1.50m long,
0.22m wide and 0.17m deep. It had vertical sides and a flat base. It was filled by 40, a
pale greyish brown silt, which contained animal bone. Beamslot 41 may have been cut
by Posthole 39, however their fills were so similar that they may be contemporary.

Structural group 4 (Postholes 156, 158, 193, 212, 214, 216, 277, 281, 296, 298 and 
308, Pit 306)

3.2.38 Posthole 156 (filled by 154 and 155) was circular in plan, with near vertical sides and a
flat base. It had a diameter of 0.44m and a depth of 0.26m. The basal fill, 155, was a
mid greyish brown, clayey loam, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 154, was a
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mid-dark  brownish  grey,clayey  loam,  which  contained  animal  bone,  fired  clay  and
pottery  of  mid  12th  to  mid  14th  century  date.  Fill  154  may  represent  the  fill  of  a
postpipe.

3.2.39 Posthole 158 (filled by 157) was circular in plan, with vertical sides and a flat base. It
had a diameter of 0.58m and a depth of 0.60m. It was filled by 157, a dark  brownish
grey,  silty  clay,  which  contained  animal  bone  and  pottery  of  mid  12th  to  mid  14th
century date.

3.2.40 Posthole  193 (filled by 192) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a diameter of 0.28m and a depth of 0.08m. It was filled by 192, a
mid-dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained no finds.

3.2.41 Postholes 212 (filled by 211), 214 (filled by 213) and 216 (filled by 215) formed a small
inter-cutting group. Posthole 212 was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a
flat base. It had a diameter of 0.96m and a depth of 0.30m. It was filled by 211, a dark
brownish grey, silty loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid
14th century date. Posthole 214 was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a
flat base. It had a diameter of 0.94m and a depth of 0.36m. It was filled by 213, a dark
brownish grey, silty loam, which contained animal bone, shell, fired clay and pottery of
mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Posthole  214 cut Posthole  212. Posthole 216 was
circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It was filled by 215, a
dark-mid brownish grey silty loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of  mid
12th to mid 14th century date. Posthole 216 appeared to cut Posthole 214.

3.2.42 Posthole 277 (filled by 278, 279 and 280) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides
and a flat base. It was 1.42m long, 0.80m wide and 0.35m deep. The basal fill, 278,
was a dark blueish black, silty sand, which contained no finds. Above this was fill 280, a
dark brownish grey, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 9th to
mid 12th century date.  The upper fill,  280,  was a dark brownish grey,  clayey sand,
which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

3.2.43 Posthole 281 (filled by 282 and 283) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a length of 0.90m, a width of 0.60m and a depth of 0.28m. The
basal fill, 282, was a mid brownish grey, sandy silt, which contained pottery of mid 12th
to mid 14th century date.  The upper  fill,  283,  was a mid brownish grey,  clayey silt,
which  contained  animal  bone  and  pottery  of  mid  12th  to  mid  14th  century  date.
Posthole 281 cut Posthole 277.

3.2.44 Posthole  296 (filled by 295) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
flat base. It had a diameter of 0.44m and a depth of 0.16m. It was filled by 295, a mid
greyish brown, clayey loam, which contained no finds.

3.2.45 Posthole  298 (filled by 297) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base. It  had a diameter of 0.42m and a depth of 0.08m. It was filled by 297, a mid
greyish brown, clayey loam, which contained animal bone.

3.2.46 Posthole 308 (filled by 309) was circular in plan, with moderately steeply sloping sides
and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.30m and a depth of 0.13m. It was filled by
309, a mid-dark greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of
mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

3.2.47 Pit 306 (filled by 307) was oval in plan, with gently sloping sides and a concave base. It
was 1.30m long, 0.70m wide and 0.14m deep. It was filled by 307, a mid-dark brownish
grey,  clayey silt,  which contained animal  bone and pottery of  mid 12th  to mid 14th
century date. Pit 306 was cut by Posthole 308 and cut Ditch 151 (see below).
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3.3   Layers
3.3.1 Layer 257 (same as 334) was located in the area adjacent to an overlapping Structural

Group 2. It was a mid-dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone,
pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date, an iron knife tang with part of the bone
handle attached and two fragment of iron fibre processing spikes. The layer was 4.26m
long and 4.16m wide.

3.4   Pits
3.4.1 A series  of  pits  were identified  across  the site.  These  have  been  grouped by their

location and morphology.

Pit Group 1 (Pits 289, 294, 317, 319, 327, 341, 369, 378, 380, 384, 388, 391, 398 and
402)

3.4.2 This group of pits were locate towards the north-west corner of the site. They vary in
shape and size, but all relate to back yard activity.

3.4.3 Pit  289 (filled  by  290,  301  and  302)  was  located  against  the  northern  edge  of
excavation and continued outside the excavated area. It was sub-rectangular in plan,
with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a maximum width of 2.0m and
depth of 0.85m. It was filled by silty clays, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid
14th century date (Fig. 7).

3.4.4 Pit 294 (filled by 293) was circular in plan, with near vertical sites and a flat base. It had
a diameter of 1.40m and a depth of 0.42m, It was filled by 293, a dark brownish grey
clayey loam, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th
century date (Fig. 7).

3.4.5 Pit  317 (filled by 318) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a diameter of 0.90m and a depth of 0.16m. It was filled by 318, a
pale greyish brown sandy silt which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid
14th century date.

3.4.6 Pit  319 (filled by 320 and 321) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a diameter of 0.90m and a depth of 0.40m. The primary fill, 320,
was a dark bluish grey clayey silt,  which contained pottery of  mid 13th to mid 14th
century date. The upper fill,  321, was a pale blueish grey silty clay, which contained
animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7). Pit 319 cut Pit 317.

3.4.7 Pit 327 (filled by 328, 329, 330, 331, 332 and 333) was oval in plan, with vertical sides
and a flat base. It was 1.15m long, 0.60m wide and 0.83m deep. It was filled by a series
of apparently deliberate dumps of material. The primary fill,  328, was a 0.20m deep,
mid-pale grey, sandy clay which contained no finds. Above this was fill 329, a 0.08m
thick,  black charcoal rich silt, which contained no finds. The next fill, 330, was a mid-
pale grey sandy clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th
century date. Above this was fill 331, a mid greyish yellow, sandy silt, which contained
pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Above this was fill 332, a 0.08m thick,
black charcoal rich silt, which contained pottery of mid 11th to mid 14th century date.
The final fill, 333, was a 0.15m thick, mid-dark grey, clayey silt, which contained pottery
of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7). 

3.4.8 Pit 338 (filled by 337) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had
a length of 1.10m, a width of 0.65m and a depth of 0.30m. It was filled by 337, a mid
greyish brown silty loam, which contained animal bone.
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3.4.9 Pit 341 (filled by 340 and 339) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a
slightly rounded base. It had a diameter of 2.70m and a depth of 1.90m. It was filled by
silty  loams which  contained animal  bone.  In  addition,  the  upper  fill,  339,  contained
pottery of mid 11th to 12th century date, while the basal fill, 340, contained pottery of
mid 9th to mid 12th century date (Fig. 7).

3.4.10 Pit 364 (364 filled by 365 and 399 filled by 400 and 401) was sub-rectangular in plan,
with steeply  sloping sides and a concave base.  It  was 2.10m long,  1.0m wide and
0.60m deep. The basal fill, 400, was a mid greenish grey, silty clay, which contained
fired clay fragments. The upper fill, 365 (same as 401) was a dark brownish grey clayey
silt which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig.
7).

3.4.11 Pit  369 (filled by 366, 367 and 368) was oval in plan, with very steeply sloping sides
and a slightly rounded base (Fig. 3). It had a length on 2.30m, a width of 1.80m and a
depth of 1.24m. It was filled by clayey loams, which contained animal bone, shell, and
pottery of 10th to 12th century date (Fig. 7).

3.4.12 Pit 378 (filled by 379 and 377) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a maximum width of 0.80m and depth of 0.39m. The basal fill,
379, was a pale blueish grey silty clay, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 377,
was a dark yellowish grey, sandy clay, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th
century date (Fig. 7).

3.4.13 Pit 380 (filled by 381 and 382) was sub-circular in plan, with very steeply sloping sides
and a flat base. It had a maximum width of 1.60m and a depth of 0.46m. The basal fill,
381, was a dark blueish grey, clayey silt, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 382,
was a mid brownish grey, sandy silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid
12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7).

3.4.14 Post  hole  384 (filled by 383) was circular  in  plan,  with steeply sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a diameter of 0.30m and a depth of 0.06m. It was filled by 383, a
pale greyish brown sandy silt, which contained no finds.

3.4.15 Pit  388 (filled by 385,  386 and 387)  was sub-rectangular  in  plan,  with very steeply
sloping sides and a flat base. It was 3.50m long, 1.17m wide and 0.68m deep. It was
filled by silty loams, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 11th to mid
14th century date.

3.4.16 Pit 391 (filled by 389 and 390) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base (Fig. 3). It had a diameter of 1.86m and a depth of 1.20m. The primary fill, 390,
was a mid-dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery
of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7). The upper fill, 389, was dark brownish
grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century
date. Pit 391 cut Pit 399.

3.4.17 Pit 398 (filled by 396 and 397) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base. It had a diameter of 2.30m and a depth of 0.48m. It was filled by clayey loams,
which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date
(Fig. 7). Pit 398 cut pit 396.

3.4.18 Pit  402 (filled by 403) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a maximum width of 0.75m and a depth of 0.11m. It was filled by
403, a pale greyish brown, sandy clay, which contained no finds.
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Pit Group 2 (Pits 247, 251, 392, 393, and 394)

3.4.19 This group of inter-cutting pits were located towards the south-west corner of the site.

3.4.20 Pit 247 (filled by 248 and 246) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a
concave base. It had a maximum width of 1.0m and a depth of 0.29m. It was filled by
silty sands which contained no finds. It was cut by ditch 234 and cut pit 251.

3.4.21 Pit 251 (filled by 250) was sub circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a concave
base. It had a maximum width of 1.20m and depth of 0.40m, although it was severely
truncated by Ditch  234.  Pit  251 was filled by 250, a dark blackish grey clayey sand,
which contained no finds.

3.4.22 Pit 392 (filled by 395, 404 and 407) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides
and a concave base. It had a diameter of 4.30m and a depth of 1.20m. The basal fill,
407, was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid
14th  century date.  Above  this  was  fill  404,  a  dark  greyish  black,  clayey silt,  which
contained no finds. The final  fill,  395, was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which
contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date. Pit  392 cut Pits
393 and 394.

3.4.23 Pit 393 (filled by 405 and 408) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
flat base. It had a diameter of 1.98m and a depth of 0.62m. The basal fill, 405, was a
mid greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid
14th century date. The upper fill, 408, was a dark brownish yellow, clayey sand, which
contained no finds. Pit 393 was cut by Pit 392.

3.4.24 Pit 394 (filled by 406) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave
base. It  had a diameter of 2.90m and a depth of 0.81m. It was filled by 406, a mid
greyish brown, clayey silt,  which contained animal bone, pottery of mid 11th to 12th
century date and a chalk spindle whorl (App. C.2).

Pit Group 3 (Pits 54, 63, 70, 72, 74, 241, 265, 288, 344, 346, 348 and 352)

3.4.25 Pit  54 (filled  by  67  and  68)  was  sub-circular  in  plan,  with  vertical  sides.  It  had  a
diameter of 2m.  It was excavated to a depth of 0.5m before the water table stopped
excavation,  an auger investigation showed that the fills continued for at least another
0.63m. The lower fill, 67, was a pale reddish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds.
The upper fill, 68, was a dark greyish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone
and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).

3.4.26 Pit 63 (filled by 80, 81, 82, 83 and 84) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a
flat base. It had a diameter of 0.90m and a depth of 0.60m. The basal fill, 84, was a mid
greenish brown, clayey silt, which contained no finds. Above this was 82, a mid orangey
brown, sandy clay, which contained no finds. Above this was 83, a mid yellowish grey,
sandy clay, which contained no finds. Above this was 81, a dark brownish grey, silty
clay, which contained frequent charcoal inclusions and no finds. The upper fill, 80, was
a mid greyish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to
mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).

3.4.27 Pit 70 (filled by 69) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base, it
had a diameter of  0.60m and a depth of  0.50m.  It  was filled by 69,  a dark blueish
brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century
date (Fig. 8). Pit 70, cut Pit 54 and Pit 72.
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3.4.28 Pit 72 (filled by 71) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave
base.  It  had a diameter  of  1.28m and a depth of  0.28m. It  was filled by 71,  a mid
yellowish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds. Pit 72 was cut by Pit 70.

3.4.29 Pit  74 (filled  by  73)  was  sub-circular  in  plan,  with  moderately  sloping  sides  and  a
concave base. It had a maximum width of 0.70m and depth of 0.40m. It was filled by
73, a dark bluish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 11th
to 12th century date (Fig. 8).

3.4.30 Pit  241 (filled by 240) was circular in plan, with near vertical sides and a flat base. It
had a diameter of 1.60m and a depth of 0.35m. It was filled by 240, a dark brownish
grey,  clayey loam,  which  contained animal  bone,  shell,  pottery of  13th  to  mid  14th
century date (Fig. 8) and a re-used pottery spindle whorl (App. C.2).

3.4.31 Pit 265 (filled by 264 and 286) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat
base. It had a diameter of 1.88m and a depth of 0.56m. The basal fill, 286, was a mid-
dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone. The upper fill, 264, was
a mid greyish brown, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th
to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).

3.4.32 Pit  288 (filled by 287) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat
base. It  had a diameter of 0.80m and a depth of 0.14m. It was filled by 287, a mid
brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of 12th century
date (Fig.8). Pit 288 was cut by Pit 265.

3.4.33 Pit 344 (filled by 345) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had
a length of 1.05m, a width of 0.63m and a depth of 0.36m. It was filled by 345, a mid-
dark brownish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid
12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).

3.4.34 Pit  346 (filled  by  347)  was  sub-circular  in  plan,  with  steeply  sloping  sides  and  a
concave base. It had a maximum width of 2.20m and depth of 0.41m. It was filled by
347, a mid brownish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid
12th to mid 14th century date.

3.4.35 Pit 348 (348 filled by 349 and 362, 350 filled by 351 and 363) was sub-circular in plan,
with a length on 4.15m, a width of 2.30m and a depth of 0.51m. The basal fill,  362
(same as 363) was a dark bluish grey, silty clay, which contained no finds. The upper
fill,  349 (same as 351) was a mid brownish grey, clayey silt,  which contained animal
bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).

3.4.36 Pit  352 (filled  by  353)  was  sub-circular  in  plan,  with  steeply  sloping  sides  and  a
concave base. It had a length of 2.15m, a width of 0.79m and a depth of 0.25m. It was
filled by 353, a dark blueish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery
of mid 11th to 12th century date (Fig. 8).

Pit group 4 (Pits 31, 178, 201 and 207)

3.4.37 Pit  31 (filled by 30) was sub-rectangular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a
flat base. It had a length of 2.12m, a width of 1.50m and a depth of 0.38m. It was filled
by 30, a mid greyish brown silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to
mid 14th century date.

3.4.38 Pit 178 (filled by 177) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat
base. It had a maximum width of 2.20m and depth of 0.45m. It was filled by 177, a dark
greyish black, clayey silt, which contained  bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century
date.
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3.4.39 Pit 201 (filled by 200) was sub-circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a flat base.
It  had a maximum width of  1.30m and depth of  0.10m.  It  was filled  by 200,  a mid
greyish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid
14th century date.

3.4.40 Pit 207 (filled by 202, 203, 204, 205 and 206) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping
sides and a concave base. It had a depth of 0.60m and a maximum width of 0.60m,
although  it  did  continue  out  of  the  excavated  area.  The  basal  fill,  206,  was  a  mid
greenish brown, silty clay,  which contained no finds. Above this was fill  205,  a dark
grey, silty clay, which contained no finds. Above this was a small lens of material, 204,
which was a dark blackish brown silt, which contained muscle shells. Above this was
203, a mid-pale brown, silty sand, which contained no finds. The final fill, 202, was a
dark  grey,  silty  clay,  which  contained  animal  bone  and  pottery of  13th  to  mid  14th
century date. Pit 207 was cut by Pit 201.

Pit Group 5 (Pits 168, 172, 174 and 228)

3.4.41 Pit 168 (filled by 169, 170 and 171) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a
flat base. It had a length on 3.0m, a width of 2.50m and a depth of 0.67m. The basal fill,
169, was a dark greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of
mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Above this was 170, a mid orangey yellow, silty clay,
which  contained  no  finds.  The  final  fill,  171,  was  a  mid  brown,  sandy  silt,  which
contained animal bone, shell and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 9).

3.4.42 Pit  172 (filled by 173) was sub-circular in plan, with stepped sides and a flat base. It
was 1.32m long, 1.10m wide and 0.45m deep. It was filled by 173, a mid-pale yellowish
grey, clayey silt, which contained no finds. 

3.4.43 Pit 174 (filled by 175 and 176) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides
and a flat base. It was 1.10m long, 0.85m wide and 0.39m deep. The basal fill, 175,
was a very dark blueish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of
mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig.  9).  The upper  fill,  176,  was a dark greyish
brown, sandy silt,  which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th
century date. Pit 174 cut Pit 172.

3.4.44 Pit  228 (228 filled by 229 and 230,  268 filled by 276) was oval in plan, with steeply
sloping sides and a flat base. The basal fill, 229, was a dark brownish grey, clayey silt,
which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date (Fig.
9). The upper fill,  230 (same as 276), was a mid brown, sandy silt,  which contained
animal bone, shell and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date.

Scattered Pits (Pits 6, 16, 20, 35, 153, 314 and 374)

3.4.45 Pit  6 (filled by 5) was sub-circular in plan with concave sides and a concave base. It
was filled by 5,  a mid brownish grey,  silty clay,  which contained a small  quantity of
animal bone.

3.4.46 Pit 16 (filled by 15) was located against the eastern edge of excavation and continued
outside of the area investigated. It was circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a
concave base. It  was filled by 15, a mid greyish brown, clayey silt,  which contained
animal bone, shell and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date.

3.4.47 Pit  20 (filled by 19) was located close to the street frontage and excavated during the
evaluation. It was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It
had a diameter of  0.52m and a depth of  0.20m. It  was filled by 19,  a dark greyish
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brown, clayey silt,  which contained animal bone and pottery of  14th to 15th century
date.

3.4.48 Pit  35 (35 filled by 34,  190 filled by 189 and 191) was circular in plan, with steeply
sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.50m and a depth of 0.50m.
The basal fill, 189, was a dark grey, silty clay, which contained pottery of mid 12th to
mid 14th century date. The upper fill, 34 (same as 191) was a dark yellowish brown,
silty clay, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

3.4.49 Pit 153 (filled by 152) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It
had a diameter of 1.40m and a depth of 0.18m. It was filled by 152, a dark brownish
grey, clayey loam, which contained daub and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century
date. Pit  153 cut Ditch  151 (see below) and was cut by Posthole  193 (see Structural
Group 4 above).

3.4.50 Pit 314 (filled by 313) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It
had a diameter of 1.08m and a depth of 0.35m. It was filled by 313, a dark brownish
grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th to mid
14th century date.

3.4.51 Pit 374 (filled by 375) was irregular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It
had a length of 1.6m, a width of 1.0m and a depth of 0.37m. It was filled by 375, a dark
greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th
to mid 14th century date.

3.5   Ditches
3.5.1 It  is  possible  that  these  ditches  represent  a  slightly  later  formalising  of  the  site

boundaries as they do cut some of the pits. However, the pottery they contain is of a
very similar date to that recovered from these pits.

Ditch 1

3.5.2 Ditch  1 (filled by 2, 3 and 4) ran on a north-west  to south-east alignment along the
western edge of excavation. It was identified in the evaluation, but due to flooding could
not be recorded during the excavation. It had convex sides and a V shaped base. It
was 2.20m wide and 0.98m deep. The basal fill, 2, was a mid brownish grey, silty clay,
which  contained  no finds,  above this  was  3,  a  mid  brownish  grey,  silty  clay,  which
contained  no  finds.  The  upper  fill,  4,  was  a  mid  brownish  grey,  silty  clay,  which
contained a small amount of animal bone.

Ditch 151

3.5.3 Ditch 151 (151 filled by 150, 195 filled by 194, 300 filled by 299, 303 filled by 304 and
305,  312 filled  by  311  and  370 filled  by  371)  ran  on  a  north-east  to  south-west
alignment along the northern edge of excavation. It had a maximum width of 1.07m and
depth of 0.43m. It had steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It was filled by silty loams,
which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

Ditches 234

3.5.4 Ditch 234 (234 filled by 244, 245, 271 filled by 269, 270 (Fig. 3), 326 filled by 325 and
343 filled by 342) ran on a north-west  to south-east orientation,  parallel  to Stukeley
Road. It  was up to 1.3m wide and 0.45m deep, with moderately sloping sides and a
concave  base.  It  was  filled  by  silty  sands,  which  contained  pottery  of  12th  -  14th
Century date. The upper fill 244 contained pottery that may be of a later date of 13th -
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15th century. A near complete horse skeleton, 227, was also recovered from this upper
fill. Ditch 234 cut pits 247 and 251.

Ditch 324

3.5.5 Ditch  324 (filled  by  322  and  323)  ran  along  the  southern  edge  of  excavation,
perpendicular to Ditch 234, at no point was the full width of the ditch visible. Ditch 324
did not continue past Ditch  234 and was almost certainly contemporary with it. Ditch
324 was excavated to a maximum width of 0.50m and depth of 0.70m. It was filled by
silty clays, which contained bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

3.6   Natural Features
3.6.1 Tree bowl 242 (filled by 243) was irregular in plan, with irregular sides and a concave

base.  It  was 0.76m long,  0.55m wide and 0.30m deep.  It  was filled by 253,  a mid
greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid
14th century date.

3.7   Finds Summary

Small finds and Bulk Ironwork (App. C.1)

3.7.1 A large proportion of this small assemblage consists of objects associated with textile
manufacture. Most are iron spikes from wool-combs; used to tease out the fibres of
shorn fleeces before they were spun into thread. Spikes such as these are often found
in Saxo-Norman and medieval urban contexts, where they represent the first stage in
the conversion of shorn fleeces into woollen cloth.

3.7.2 A small  tanged  iron  knife  (SF 15)  and  a  tang  from a larger  knife  both  came from
posthole  37. A third knife is represented by a tang that is still fixed in a plain tubular
bone handle from layer 257 (SF 3).

The Spindle Whorls (App. C.2)

3.7.3 Two spindle  whorls  were recovered during excavations;  the  first  was a  re-used pot
sherd from the fill of pit  241, the second came from the fill of pit  394. Spindle whorls
such as these are  often found in  Medieval  urban contexts  and are associated with
textile manufacture.

Pottery (App. C.3)

3.7.4 The  excavation  produced  a  moderate  sized  pottery  assemblage  of 913  sherds,
weighing 11.667kg including unstratified material. This total includes a single prehistoric
sherd  weighing  0.002kg  and  three  abraded  Roman  sherds  weighing  0.030kg,
recovered as  a  residual  element  from medieval  and subsoil  contexts.  Three Middle
Saxon sherds were also recovered from medieval contexts; Middle Saxon pottery is an
uncommon find in Huntingdon assemblages.

3.7.5 The  majority  of  the  assemblage  dates  to  the  mid  12th-mid  14th  century.  There  is
however a Late Saxon-early medieval element within the assemblage indicating some
domestic activity from that period on or close to the site. 
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3.8   Environmental Summary

Animal Bone (App. D.1)

3.8.1 A total of 17kg of faunal material was recovered from the excavations. This comprised
401 fragments of animal bone, with 186 identifiable to species. In terms of species and
body part distribution the assemblage follows patterns seen in other Medieval samples
from Huntingdon and elsewhere in East Anglia. 

3.8.2 The  faunal  remains  represent  initial  processing  of  whole  animals,  with  individual
elements  then  being  taken  elsewhere  for  secondary  butchery  or  crafts  such  as
tanning/tawying and bone working.   The domestic taxa of  this  period were primarily
exploited  for  meat,  with  cattle  being  slaughtered  later  due  to  their  use  as  draught
animals.

Environmental Samples (App. D.2)

3.8.3 Thirty-two  bulk  samples  were  taken  from  across  the  excavated  area.  The  majority
(78%) of the features sampled were medieval pits. Other features included post holes
and  a  possible  well  that  were  thought  to  represent  backyard  activity  and  a  large
undated boundary ditch.

3.8.4 The charred plant  remains  in  these samples  are  dominated by cereal  grains  which
occur in the majority of  the samples.  The assemblage indicates that  a full  range of
cereals were utilised including wheat and barley and occasional rye  and oat. The lack
of any chaff elements indicates that the cereals were imported as cleaned grain. Other
food plants  include peas and beans.  Pulses  would  have  been  an important  dietary
constituent but are rarely recovered in large quantities. All of the pits in the back-yard
area contained saw-sedge.
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4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1   Roman Activity
4.1.1 No evidence of the Roman road of Ermine Street (Stukeley Road) was recorded. This

was in spite a ditch excavated immediately to the north of the site being interpreted as
the Roman roadside ditch (Sporrey  et. al. forthcoming). It  may be that any surviving
evidence of the road or roadside ditch lies outside of the excavation area, under the
current course of Stukeley Road.

4.1.2 In  addition,  no  evidence  of  Roman  roadside  structures  or  activity  was  excavated,
although  three  abraded  sherds  of  Roman  pottery  (App.  C.3)  were  recovered.  It  is
possible that any such activity was truncated by medieval features and the construction
of the Bus depot. However, the lack of significant Roman finds makes this unlikely.

4.2   Medieval Frontage
4.2.1 A large number of postholes and beamslots were recorded. The majority of these were

located  in  the  part  of  the  site  closest  to  Stukeley  Road,  a  major  route  during  the
medieval  period  which  follows  the  line  of  Roman  Ermine  Street.  Whilst  it  was  not
possible to identify the specific plan of any structures it  seems very likely that these
features represented buildings fronting onto Stukeley road. 

4.2.2 Furthermore,  the  distribution  of  the  ditches  and  pits  would  suggest  that  they
represented  plot  boundaries  and  evidence  for  activities  such  as  refuse  disposal,
commonly associated with the back plots of buildings.

4.2.3 The features types are discussed below, beginning with the structural groups.

Structural Group 1

4.2.4 This  group  of  postholes  and  beamslots  represented  the  clearest  evidence  for  the
remains of a building. The features attributed to the structure covered an area 3.60m
wide and 14.50m, which may give an indication as to its total extent and although it is
not  possible  to  reconstruct  the  exact  layout,  the  alignment  of  the  beamslots
perpendicular to Stukeley Road strongly suggests that it fronted onto the road.

4.2.5 The pottery assemblage from these features gave a date range of  c.AD1150 – 1350
(App.  C.3)  and  it  may  be  that  a  structure  stood  on  this  site  for  in  excess  of  two
centuries.  There  were  also  clear  stratigraphic  relationships  between  some  of  the
features, which demonstrate that during this time at least some re-building took place.
However, the similar date of the pottery recovered from across the group and lack of an
obvious  pattern  to  their  layout  makes  it  impossible  to  identify  specific  phases  of
construction.

4.2.6 The overall finds assemblage suggest that the building may have served a domestic
purpose. Pottery, animal bone and a number objects relating to craft industry attest to
this (App. C.2, C.3, D.1 & D.3). 

Structural Group 3

4.2.7 Structural group 3 was a more sparsely grouped collection of postholes and beamslots
located on the edge of site adjoining Stukeley Road. The surviving features covered an
area 3.90m wide and 4.30m long. Significant levels of modern disturbance relating to
the bus depot  were recorded in the area around this group.  This is certain to have
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truncated further remains, which made it impossible to discern either the plan or overall
size of the building.

4.2.8 There was little evidence of re-cutting in this group, suggesting that, unlike structural
group 1, this building did not undergo major alteration. However, the pottery recovered
from the features covers a similar date range through the 12th to 14th centuries (App.
C.3). 

4.2.9 It is also probable that this building performed a domestic function, given its position on
the road frontage and the domestic finds from the features and surrounding pits.

4.3   Medieval Backyard Activity
4.3.1 In  the  area  behind  the  structures  located  on  Stukeley  Road  a  number  of  pits  and

structural features were identified.

Structural Groups 2 and 4

4.3.2 Structural groups 2 and 4 were located further back from Stukeley road. No pattern was
obvious  in  the  arrangement  of  the  features  within  either  group.  There  was  also  no
definitive evidence of re-cutting in either group, although several features in structural
group 4 cut ditch 151.

4.3.3 It seems likely that both groups represent smaller ancillary structures such as sheds,
small barns or workshops. Some elements of these groups could also be interpreted as
boundary features, resulting from the construction of fence lines.

Pits

4.3.4 A large  number  of  pits  were  dug  across  the  site  and  these  performed  numerous
functions.  Some were cess pits,  as evidenced by the presence of  mineralised plant
remains (App. D.3). Others may have been for the disposal of rubbish, although the
small quantity of finds could argue against this.

4.3.5 The lack of waterlogged material (App. D3) argues against any of these pits functioning
as wells.  However,  this  lack of  waterlogged material  only shows that  none of  these
features were permanently wet, and it could have been possible to obtain water from
some of them. The level of the water table during excavation was such that the majority
filled with water.

Pit Group 2

4.3.6 Pit group 2 were attributed to quarrying, in all likelihood for the construction of building
platforms recorded in the vicinity of structural groups 2 and 3. These layers were found
to  contain  a  mixed  pottery  assemblage  and  may  have  derived  from the  deliberate
dumping of material to provide a stable surface.

Pit 327

4.3.7 Pit 327 was of particular interest, its sub-rectangular shape, vertical sides and flat base
gave it the appearance of a small trough. It appeared to have been backfilled with a
series of dumped deposits,  including layers of burnt saw sedge (Fig. 3). Saw sedge
was used for thatching as a floor covering and as a fuel (App. D.3). It may be that this
pit served  an industrial purpose and was subsequently backfilled with, amongst other
material, deliberately burnt debris from a hearth, kiln or oven. 
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Pit group 4

4.3.8 The location of pit group 4 in the south-eastern corner of excavation adjoining Stukeley
Road is significant. More ephemeral structures could have been truncated by modern
activity on the site but the presence of the pits, which contained pottery dating from the
12th to 14th Century (App.  C.3),  suggests that  during this  time the roadside in  this
locality was not built upon. Although some evidence for occupation was recorded by an
evaluation to the south of the current site (House 2008), this gap suggests that any
settlement in the area was not dense.

4.4   Medieval Boundaries
4.4.1 Several ditches were recorded on the site and these marked the edges of an individual

plot. It is also probable that they provided drainage for the site.

Ditch 234

4.4.2 Boundary Ditch 234, which ran parallel to Stukeley road, appeared to mark the south-
western limit of the medieval activity and most probably served as a rear boundary to
the plot within which the structures fronting onto the road were built. Its fills contained
pottery dating to the same period as other activity occurring on the site (App. C.3).

Ditch 151

4.4.3 Ditch 151 ran perpendicular to ditch 234, along the northern edge of the site. Together
these two ditches form a plot alongside Stukeley road. Ditch 151 appears to have gone
out of use during the life of the site, as several features are cut into it. It is possible that
the line of this boundary survived albeit marked in a different way; for instance several
of the features in structural group 4 may have represented a fence line. 

4.4.4 It  is  also  possible  that  this  boundary  fell  out  of  use  and  that  there  was  a  merger
between  this  plot  and  the  neighbouring  one  to  the  north.  Unfortunately  the  pottery
within the ditch cannot give an accurate picture of how long this feature was in use.

Ditch 1

4.4.5 Ditch  1 ran  parallel  to  Ditch  234 further  back  from  Stukeley  Road.  No  significant
features were recorded in the area between these two ditches. It is possible that Ditch 1
was dug to provide additional drainage as it was deeper than ditch 234 and lay in an
area that was prone to flooding during the excavation.

4.5   Medieval Economy
4.5.1 The nature of  the features,  and the material  recovered from them generally gives a

view of  the  site  as  low status domestic  occupation,  where some craft  industry was
practised.

Craft activity

4.5.2 The ironwork recovered from the site consists almost entirely of objects associated with
craft and industrial processes. The majority relate to textile manufacture, and included
several spikes from fibre processing combs; used for the first stage of turning fleeces
into woollen cloth (App. C.1). It would not be uncommon for households to engage in
small scale processing of wool during this period (App. C.1). However, this evidence is
at odds with the faunal remains, which show a predominantly meat based husbandry
strategy, with most sheep being slaughtered before four years of age (App. D.1). This
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may be the result of the small sample size of faunal remains, or indicate that the fleece
were being processed as a by product of meat production (App. D.1).

4.5.3 The spindle whorls recovered from the site also show that small scale production of
thread was taking place and corroborate the other evidence for  craft  industry taking
place alongside everyday domestic activity (App. C.2). The discovery of a very small
knife, that may have been used for cutting thread (App. C1), further substantiates this.

Pottery

4.5.4 The  pottery  assemblage  gives  a  picture  of  domestic  occupation  that  was  not  high
status. Almost all of the pottery is dated to the 12th to 14th century, and appears to
demonstrate a relatively short lived occupation. The presence of a few sherds of earlier
and  later  pottery  is  not  surprising  given  the  sites  location  close  to  other  known
occupation of these dates (App. C.3).

4.5.5 The imported pottery recovered from the site reflects Huntingdon's role as a medieval
market town, with good trade links, while the majority of the ceramics are of more local
manufacture (App. C.3).

Farming and subsistence

4.5.6 The faunal remains from the site  follow a similar pattern to that seen in other Medieval
samples from Huntingdon and elsewhere in East Anglia.  They represent the primary
processing of animal carcasses, with specific parts then being removed from site for
secondary butchery or  use in craft  industry.  The most  common species was sheep,
which (as discussed above) were exploited for meat and wool production.

4.5.7 The presence of Mussel shell, eel vertebra and the remains of bony fish show that both
marine  and  freshwater  resources  were  exploited  (App.  D.1).  The  presence  of  saw
sedge in several features also demonstrates the gathering of material from the fenlands
(App. D3)

4.5.8 The environmental remains showed that  wheat and barley predominated in the diet,
with  rye  and  oats  also  being  consumed.  Pea  and  bean  fragments  also  survived,
indicating some of the variety of plants that were exploited during the medieval period
(App. D.3).

4.6   Conclusions
4.6.1 No  evidence  for  Roman  activity  was  identified  on  the  site,  in  spite  of  its  location

adjacent to the Roman road of Ermine Street, and the discovery of a Roman ditch on
the  adjoining  site  to  the  north  (Spoerry  et.  al. forthcoming).  Evidence  for  earlier
Medieval activity was confined to a few sherds of pottery, which are likely to be residual
(App. C.3). These sherds of earlier pottery could be derived from the site to the north,
where earlier medieval structures have been identified (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming).

4.6.2 The site layout appears to follow a classic pattern for medieval activity, with de-marked
plots, including domestic structures along the frontage of Stukeley Road, with smaller
structures  and  pits  occupying the backyards.  Small  scale  craft  industries  appear  to
have been practised on the site, while the inhabitants ate a mixed diet of wheat, barley,
pulses, fish, shellfish, mutton and beef.

4.6.3 Although  there  are  some earlier  finds,  the  majority  of  activity  occurred  on  the  site
between 12th and 14th centuries. This ties in with the existing evidence for the rapid
growth of  Huntingdon in  the 12th to 14th centuries,  before a  disastrous collapse in
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population led to a contraction in its size. The site would probably have lain on the
outskirts of Huntingdon, although it is unlikely that it was joined to the town and formed
part  of  a line of settlement that grew up along the edge of  Ermine Street  (Stukeley
Road) during the height of the towns prosperity.

4.7   Significance
4.7.1 The excavation has shown that the medieval settlement activity previously identified to

the north of the site (Spoerry  et. al.  forthcoming) continued towards Huntingdon and
provides  further  evidence  of  the  expansion  of  Huntingdon  in  the  12th  and  13th
centuries. The absence of evidence post dating the 14th century attests to the towns
decline after this time. It  is  still  not clear how far this pocket of medieval settlement
continued, either towards Huntingdon or out of town.
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v.draft

APPENDIX A.  CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context Cut
Master
Number

Category
Feature

Type
Length Width Depth Colour

Fine
component

Coarse component Shape in Plan Profile

1 1 1 cut ditch 0 2.2 0.98 linear V

2 1 1 fill ditch 0 0.9 0.5 mid brownish grey silty clay 15% gravel

3 1 1 fill ditch 0 1.3 0.4 mid brown grey silty clay Occ. Gravel

4 1 1 fill ditch 0 2.2 0.5 Mid brown grey silty clay Occ. Gravel

5 6 6 fill pit 0 0.6 0.24 mid brown grey silty clay Occ. Grit

6 6 6 cut pit 0 0.6 0.24 sub-circular U

9 10 10 fill post hole 0 0.49 0.2 mid brown yellow silt pebbles\flint

10 10 10 cut post hole 0 0.49 0.2 sub-circular

11 12 12 fill post hole 0 0.34 0.3 mid yellow brown silt pebbles

12 12 12 cut post hole 0 0.34 0.3 sub-circular U

13 14 14 fill post hole 0 0.3 0.2 mid yellow brown silt stones and flints

14 14 14 cut post hole 0 0.3 0.2 sub-circular U

15 16 16 fill pit 0 1 0.42 dark grey brown clayey silt Occ sand, stones and 
pebbles

16 16 16 cut pit 0 1 0.42 sub-circular wide U

17 18 18 fill beamslot 0 0.56 0.2 mid yellow brown clayey silt

18 18 18 cut beamslot 0 0.56 0.2 linear U

19 20 20 fill pit 0 0.52 0.2 dark grey brown silty clay pebbles and stone

20 20 20 cut pit 0 0.52 0.2 circular wide U

22 23 23 fill post hole 0 0.35 0.25 mid brown yellow silty clay pebbles and stones

23 23 23 cut post hole 0 0.35 0.25 circular U

24 25 25 fill post hole 0 0.4 0.09 mid grey yellow silt stones and pebbles

25 25 25 cut post hole 0 0.4 0.09 circular U

26 27 27 fill post hole 0 0.33 0.22 mid yellow brown silt stones and pebbles
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v.draft

Context Cut
Master
Number

Category
Feature

Type
Length Width Depth Colour

Fine
component

Coarse component Shape in Plan Profile

27 27 27 cut post hole 0 0.33 0.22 sub-circular U

28 29 29 fill pit 0 1.05 0.35 grey brown silt stones and pebbles

29 29 29 cut pit 0 1.05 0.35 sub-rectangular U

30 31 31 fill pit 2.12 1.5 0.38 mid grey brown silt stones flint pebbles

31 31 31 cut pit 2.12 1.5 0.38 sub-rectangular U

32 33 33 fill slot 0 0.24 0.4 mid grey brown silt stones and pebbles

33 33 33 cut slot 0 0.24 0.4 linear U

34 35 35 fill pit 0 0.85 0.46 dark yellow brown silty clay stones, pebbles, occ 
charcoal

35 35 35 cut pit 0 0.85 0.46 sub-circular wide U

36 37 37 fill post hole 0 0.5 0.26 dark grey brown silty clay pebbles and stones

37 37 37 cut post hole 0 0.5 0.26 sub-circular U

38 39 39 fill post hole 0 0.34 0.19 mid yellow brown clay silt stones

39 39 39 cut post hole 0 0.34 0.19 sub-circular U

40 41 41 fill slot 0.75 0.22 0.17 light yellowish 
brown

silt stones and pebbles

41 41 41 cut slot 0.75 0.22 0.17 linear U

46 47 47 fill post hole 0 0.44 0.22 mid brown yellow clay silt

47 47 47 cut post hole 0 0.44 0.22 sub-circular U

50 0 0 layer 0 0.63 Dark yellow brown Silt clay Pebbles and stones

52 0 0 layer floor 0 0.25 Light brown yellow silty clay Occ grit and gravel

53 0 0 layer 0 0.58 mid grey brown clay silt

54 54 54 cut pit 0 2 0.5 sub-circular

55 0 0 layer 0

56 0 0 layer 0

57 0 0 layer 0 0.68 mid yellow brown clay silt
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v.draft

Context Cut
Master
Number

Category
Feature

Type
Length Width Depth Colour

Fine
component

Coarse component Shape in Plan Profile

58 0 0 layer 0 0.28 mid yellow brown silty clay Occ grit and gravel

59 0 0 layer 0 1.2

60 0 0 layer 0 1

61 0 0 layer 0 0.2 mid brown yellow silty clay

62 0 0 layer 0 1.25

63 63 63 cut pit 0 0.9 0.52 sub-circular U

65 0 0 masonry 0

66 0 0 layer 0 1.8 0.2 light reddish yellow sandy clay Moderate angular grit and 
gravel

67 54 54 fill pit 0 2 0.5 light reddish brown silty clay Occ gravel

68 54 54 fill pit 0 1.8 0.3 dark grey brown silt clay Occ gravel

69 70 70 fill pit 0 0.6 0.5 dark blue brown silty clay

70 70 70 cut pit 0 0.6 0.5 sub-circular U

71 72 72 fill pit 0 1.28 0.28 mid yellow brown silty clay

72 72 72 cut pit 0 1.28 0.28 sub-circular U

73 74 74 fill pit 0 0.7 0.4 dark blue brown silty clay

74 74 74 cut pit 0 0.7 0.4 sub-circular wide U

75 0 0 layer 2 1.6 0.1 mid yellow brown silty clay

76 77 0 fill pit 0 1.5 0.18 mid yellow brown silty clay

77 77 0 cut pit 0 1.5 0.18 sub-circular wide U

78 79 0 fill pit 0 0.7 0.35 mid brown grey silty clay

79 79 0 cut pit 0 0.7 0.3 sub-circular U

80 63 63 fill pit 0 1.5 0.3 mid grey brown silty clay

81 63 63 fill pit 0 0.4 0.1 dark brown grey silty clay

82 63 63 fill pit 0 0.75 0.3 mid orange brown silty clay

83 63 63 fill pit 0 0.9 0.35 mid yellow grey sandy clay Occ gravel
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v.draft

Context Cut
Master
Number

Category
Feature

Type
Length Width Depth Colour

Fine
component

Coarse component Shape in Plan Profile

84 63 63 fill pit 0 0.4 mid green brown clay silt Moderate grit and gravel

85 86 0 fill post hole 0 0.5 0.05 mid grey brown silty clay Occ grit and gravel

86 86 0 cut post hole 0 0.5 0.05 sub-circular wide U

87 0 0 layer 0 0.55 mid green grey sandy clay moderate gravel

88 0 0 layer 0 0.35 mid green grey sandy clay Occ grit

89 0 0 layer 0 0.3 light green grey sandy clay Occ grit and gravel

90 91 0 fill post hole 0 0.2 0.2 mid grey brown silty clay Occ grit

91 91 0 cut post hole 0 0.2 0.2 sub-circular U

92 93 93 fill post hole 0 0.5 0.1 mid grey brown silty clay Occ grit

93 93 93 cut post hole 0 0.5 0.1 sub-circular wide U

94 95 95 fill post hole 0 0.65 0.18 mid grey brown silty clay Occ grit

95 95 95 cut post hole 0 0.65 0.18 sub-circular wide U

150 151 151 fill ditch 0.8 0.32 0.2 Mid greyish brown Silty sandy 
clay

Occasional gravel

151 151 151 cut ditch 0.8 0.32 0.2 linear Flat 
bottomed U

152 153 153 fill pit 1.4 0.18 Dark brownish 
grey

Silty sandy 
clay

Occasional gravel

153 153 153 cut pit 0 1.4 0.18 circular flat bottomed
U

154 156 156 fill post hole 0.22 0.2 Mid-dark brownish 
grey

Silty sandy 
clay

Occasional charcoal

155 156 156 fill post hole 0.44 0.26 Mid grey brown Silty sandy 
clay

Rare charcoal, occasional 
stones

156 156 156 cut post hole 0.44 0.26 circular U

157 158 158 fill post hole 0.58 0.6 Dark brownish 
grey

Silty sandy 
clay

Occasional charcoal, rare 
gravel
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v.draft

Context Cut
Master
Number

Category
Feature

Type
Length Width Depth Colour

Fine
component

Coarse component Shape in Plan Profile

158 158 158 cut post hole 0.58 0.6 circular U

159 159 18 cut Beam slot 0.5 0.56 0.28 linear U

160 160 160 cut pit 1.01 0.41 0.18 sub-circular U

161 161 161 cut post hole 0.34 0.28 0.24 circular U

162 162 162 cut pit 0.28 0.2 0.16 sub-circular? 
Linear?

?

163 163 163 cut pit 0.72 0.36 0.11 linear / sub-
elongated 
circular

164 164 164 cut Beam slot 1.01 0.18 0.2 linear U

165 165 165 cut post hole 0.53 0.5 0.1 circular? ?

166 166 166 cut post hole 0.74 0.29 0.36 circular U

167 167 167 cut Beam slot 0.35 0.39 0.1 linear U

168 168 168 cut pit 3 2.5 0.67 Oval U

169 168 168 fill pit 2.9 0.37 Dark greyish 
brown

Clayey silt Occasional small - medium
sub-angular flint stones

170 168 168 fill pit 2.93 0.15 Mid orange yellow Silty clay Frequent small sub-
angular flint stones

171 168 168 fill pit 3 2.5 0.25 Mid brown Sandy silt Frequent medium sub-
angular flint stones

172 172 172 cut pit 1.32 1.1 0.45 sub-circular U

173 172 172 fill pit 1.15 0.35 Mid-light yellowish 
grey

Clayey silt Occ small sub-rounded 
stones

174 174 174 cut pit 0.85 1.1 0.39 sub-circular U

175 174 174 fill pit 0.58 0.15 Very dark blueish 
grey

Clayey silt Occasional charcoal flecks
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176 174 174 fill pit 0.85 1.1 0.25 dark grey brown Sandy silt Occasional medium sized 
sub-angular flint stones, 
occasional charcoal

177 178 178 fill pit 1.7 2.2 0.45 dark greyish black Clayey silt

178 178 178 cut pit 1.7 2.2 0.45 sub-circular U

179 159 18 fill Beam slot 0.5 0.45 0.17 Mid grey brown Clayey sand V occ small sized sub-
rounded & rounded 
pebbles

180 159 18 fill beam slot 0.45 0.56 0.28 Light grey brown Clayey sand Frequent small pebbles

181 160 160 fill pit 1.01 0.41 0.18 Mid grey brown Clayey sand

182 162 162 fill pit 0.28 0.2 0.16 Mid grey brown Clayey sand Freq small-medium sized 
stone

183 161 161 fill pit 0.34 0.28 0.24 Mid grey brown Clayey sand

184 163 163 fill pit 0.72 0.36 0.11 Mid grey brown Clayey sand Occasional charcoal flecks

185 167 167 fill Beam slot 0.35 0.38 0.1 Mid grey brown Clayey sand V occ small stones

186 164 164 fill Beam slot 1.1 0.18 0.2 Mid grey brown Clayey sand Occasional small sized 
stones

187 165 165 fill post hole 0.53 0.5 0.1 Light grey brown Clayey sand

188 166 166 fill post hole 0.74 0.29 0.36 Mid grey brown clayey sand occasional small stones

189 190 35 fill pit 0.5 0.2 0.2 Dark grey Silty clay Freq gravel

190 190 35 cut pit 0.5 0.2 0.5 circular U

191 190 35 fill pit 0.5 0.2 0.3 dark yellowish 
brown

Silty clay

192 193 193 fill post hole 0.28 0.08 Mid-dark grey 
brown

Silty sandy 
clay

Rare gravel

193 193 193 cut post hole 0.28 0.08 circular Bowl shaped

194 195 151 fill ditch 0.8 0.28 0.18 Mid greyish brown silty sandy 
clay

occasional gravel

© Oxford Archaeology Page 35 of 92 December 2010



v.draft

Context Cut
Master
Number

Category
Feature

Type
Length Width Depth Colour

Fine
component

Coarse component Shape in Plan Profile

195 195 151 cut ditch 0.8 0.28 0.18 linear U

196 196 196 cut post hole 0.23 0.43 0.24 circular U

197 197 197 cut pit 0.6 0.35 0.4 circular - sub-
circular

U

198 198 198 cut post hole 0.49 0.22 0.37 circular / sub-
circular

U

199 199 199 cut pit 0.8 0.18 0.24 sub-circular Shallow bowl
shaped

200 201 201 fill pit 0.8 1.3 0.1 Mid grey brown silty clay freq gravel

201 201 201 cut pit 0.8 1.3 0.1 sub-circular U

202 207 207 fill pit 0.9 0.9 0.19 Dark grey Silty clay Infrequent gravel

203 207 207 fill pit 0.3 0.3 0.1 Mid/light brown Silty sand Frequent gravel

204 207 207 fill pit 0.2 0.5 0.05 Black / dark green silt frequent flint and shell

205 207 207 fill pit 0.7 0.9 0.4 Dark grey Silty clay Infrequent flint

206 207 207 fill pit 0.2 0.2 0.2 Mid green brown Silty clay Frequent gravel

207 207 207 cut pit 0.6 0.6 0.6 circular wide U

208 208 208 cut pit 0.95 0.75 0.58 linear U

209 209 209 cut pit 0.95 0.85 0.56 linear U

210 210 18 cut Beam slot 0.9 0.3 0.18 linear U

211 212 212 fill post hole 0.96 0.3 Dark brownish 
grey

sandy clayey 
silt

rare gravel

212 212 212 cut post hole 0.96 0.3 circular U

213 214 214 fill post hole 0.94 0.36 Dark brownish 
grey

Sandy clayey
silt

rare gravel

214 214 214 cut post hole 0.94 0.36 circular U

215 216 216 fill post hole 0.34 0.2 Dark-mid brownish
grey

sandy clayey 
silt

rare gravel
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216 216 216 cut post hole 0.34 0.2 circular U

217 196 196 fill post hole 0.23 0.43 0.24 Mid grey brown clayey sand Very occasional sub-
rounded stone and 
charcoal flecking

218 197 197 fill post hole 0.6 0.35 0.4 Dark grey black Clayey sand V. occ small sub-angular 
stone

219 199 199 fill pit 0.8 0.18 0.24 Mid grey brown Clayey sand V. occ small sub-angular 
stone and charcoal flecks

220 210 18 fill beam slot 0.9 0.3 0.18 Light grey brown Clayey sand

221 208 208 fill pit 0.9 0.75 0.4 Light grey brown Clayey sand V. occ stone

222 208 208 fill pit 0.9 0.63 0.18 Mid grey brown Clayey sand

223 209 209 fill pit 0.95 0.81 0.25 Light grey brown - 
dark yellowy brown

Clayey sand V. occ small stone

224 208 208 fill pit 0.9 0.66 0.43 Mid grey brown clayey sand

225 209 209 fill pit 0.95 0.85 0.44 Dark grey brown clayey sand

226 209 209 fill pit 0.67 0.19 Mid grey brown clayey sand V. occ CBM and stone

227 234 234 Skeleton

228 228 228 cut pit 5 2.5 0.67 Oval wide U

229 228 228 fill pit 1.87 1.38 0.57 Dark brown grey Clayey silt Freq small stones. Occ 
pockets of clay

230 228 228 fill pit 5 2.5 0.15 Mid brown Sandy silt Very frequent small flint 
stones

231 231 209 cut pit 0.74 0.64 0.36 linear / 
elongated-
circular

U

232 232 208 cut pit 0.74 0.68 0.53 linear U

233 233 233 cut post hole 0.25 0.38 0.22 circular U

234 234 234 cut ditch 1 1.3 0.4 linear wide U
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235 232 208 fill pit 0.74 1.47 0.18 Mid grey brown Clayey sand V. occ small stone and 
charcoal flecking

236 232 208 fill pit 0.74 1.23 0.44 Light grey black Clayey sand V. occ small gravel / stone 
inc

237 231 209 fill pit 0.74 0.63 0.2 Dark grey yellow clayey sand Freq small gravel 
inclusions

238 233 233 fill post hole 0.25 0.38 0.22 Light grey brown Clayey sand V.occ small sized stone

239 0 VOID

240 241 241 fill pit 1.6 0.35 Dark greyish 
brown

silty sand 
clay

occ stones. Moderate 
charcoal

241 241 241 cut pit 1.6 0.35 circular U

242 242 242 cut natural 0.76 0.55 0.3 irregular Irregular

243 242 242 fill natural 0.76 0.55 0.3 Mid grey brown clayey silt Small angular flint stones, 
occ charcoal

244 234 234 fill ditch 1 1 0.3 Dark grey/green clay

245 234 234 fill ditch 1 0.6 0.2 Dark grey clay

246 247 247 fill pit 1 1 0.29 Mid / dark brown Sand / clay Infrequent gravel

247 247 247 cut pit 1 1 0.29 sub-circular wide U

248 247 247 fill pit 1 0.6 0.2 Mixed black / light 
blue/ grey

Sand / clay Frequent gravel

249 0 0 VOID

250 251 251 fill pit 0.5 1.2 0.4 Dark grey, black Sand / clay Infrequent gravel

251 251 251 cut pit 0.5 1.2 0.4 sub-circular Variable

252 254 254 fill pit 1.05 0.3 0.34 Light grey brown Clayey sand Occ small sized tone. Occ 
charcoal flecks, lenses of 
re-redeposited natural

253 254 254 fill pit 0.81 0.15 0.15 Dark grey black Clayey sand occ small stone, occ 
charcoal flecks
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254 254 254 cut pit 1.05 0.3 0.49 sub-circular U

255 256 256 fill post hole 0.34 0.3 0.37 Dark grey black clayey sand Occ charcoal flecks

256 256 256 cut post hole 0.34 0.3 0.37 circular U

257 257 layer Spread 0.22 Mid - dark 
brownish grey

Silty sandy 
clay

Rare gravel, occ charcoal

258 259 259 fill post hole 0.3 0.25 Dark brownish 
grey

silty sandy 
clay

rare charcoal

259 259 259 cut post hole circular U

260 261 261 fill post hole 0.5 0.28 Mid orange brown Silty sandy 
clay

Occasional gravel

261 261 261 cut post hole 0.5 0.28 circular? Truncated

262 263 263 fill post hole 0.63 0.22 dark brownish grey Silty sandy 
clay

rare gravel

263 263 263 cut post hole 0.63 0.22 circular U

264 265 265 fill pit 1.88 0.32 Mid greyish brown Silty sandy 
clay

rare gravel

265 265 265 cut pit 1.88 0.56 circular U

266 266 266 cut post hole 0.4 0.16 circular Bowl shaped

267 267 164 cut Beam 
slot?

0.25 0.25 0.17 linear U

268 268 228 cut pit 0.25 0.22 0.17 sub-circular Not seen

269 271 234 fill ditch 1 1.2 0.37 Dark grey / green Clay

270 271 234 fill ditch 1 0.6 0.1 Dark grey clay

271 271 234 cut ditch 1 1.2 0.45 linear wide U

272 273 273 fill post hole 0.3 0.09 Mid grey brown Clayey sand occ charcoal flecks

273 273 273 cut post hole 0.3 0.09 linear Shallow bowl

274 266 266 fill post hole 0.4 0.16 Mid grey brown Clayey sand
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275 267 164 fill Beam slot 0.25 0.25 0.17 Mid grey brown clayey sand

276 268 228 fill pit 0.25 0.22 0.17 Mid-dark grey 
brown

Clayey sand

277 277 277 cut post hole 1.42 0.8 0.35 oval wide U

278 277 277 fill post hole 0.72 0.3 0.12 dark blue black Silty sand Occ small flint gravels

279 277 277 fill post hole 1.42 0.26 Mid-dark brown 
grey

Clayey silt V. frequent small-medium 
sized flint stones

280 277 277 fill post hole 0.8 0.13 Dark brown grey Clayey sand Occ-moderate small-
medium sized flint stones

281 281 281 cut post hole 0.9 0.6 0.28 oval U

282 281 281 fill post hole 0.43 0.1 Mid brown grey 
mottled with yellow

Sandy silt Occ small angular flints

283 281 281 fill post hole 0.9 0.6 0.2 Mid brown grey clayey silt Freq small-medium flint 
stones

284 0

285 0

286 265 265 fill pit 1.3 0.24 Mid-dark brownish 
grey

silty sandy 
clay

rare gravel and charcoal

287 288 288 fill pit 0.8 0.14 Mid brownish grey Silty sandy 
clay

Rare charcoal

288 288 288 cut pit 0.8 0.14 circular U

289 289 289 cut pit 2 0.85 sub-rectangular U

290 289 289 fill pit 0.55 Dark blue grey silty clay gravel throughout, 30% 
small stones

291 292 292 fill post hole 0.15 0.2 0.11 Light grey brown Clayey sand

292 292 292 cut post hole 0.15 0.2 0.11 circular open U

293 294 294 fill pit 1.4 0.42 Dark brownish 
grey

Silty sandy 
clay

Stone, charcoal
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294 294 294 cut pit 1.4 0.42 circular U

295 296 296 fill post hole 0.44 0.16 Mid greyish brown Silty sandy 
clay

rare gravel

296 296 296 cut post hole 0.44 0.16 circular U

297 298 298 fill post hole 0.42 0.08 Mid greyish brown silty sandy 
clay

Rare gravel

298 298 298 cut post hole 0.42 0.08 circular U

299 300 151 fill ditch 1.1 0.16 mid orange brown silt sandy 
clay

rare gravel

300 300 151 cut ditch 1.1 0.13 linear U

301 289 289 fill pit 1.2 0.85 dark greenish grey clayey silt v. occ small stones, gravel 
throughout

302 289 289 fill pit 1.8 0.3 Dark reddish grey Sandy clay small round stones

303 303 151 cut ditch 8 1.07 0.43 linear U

304 303 151 fill ditch 1.3 0.78 0.16 Mid blueish grey sandy silt occ. Small flint stones

305 303 151 fill ditch 1.3 1.07 0.38 Mottled greyish 
brown and greyish 
brown

clayey silt freq small-medium flint 
stones

306 306 306 cut pit 1.3 0.7 0.14 oval wide V

307 306 306 fill pit 1.3 0.7 0.14 Mid-dark brownish 
grey

clayey silt moderate small flint stones

308 308 308 cut post hole 0.3 0.13 circular U

309 308 308 fill post hole 0.3 0.13 Mid-dark grey 
brown

clayey silt occ small flint stones

310 0

311 312 151 fill ditch 1 0.8 0.12 Mid greyish brown silty sandy 
clay

rare gravel

312 312 151 cut ditch 1 0.8 0.12 linear U
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313 314 314 fill pit 1.08 0.35 Dark brownish 
grey

silty sandy 
clay

stones / gravel

314 314 314 cut pit 1.08 0.35 circular U

315 316 316 fill post hole 0.46 0.55 0.26 Light-mid greyish 
brown

clayey sand occ small sub-rounded 
stone and charcoal 
flecking

316 316 316 cut post hole 0.46 0.55 0.26 circular bowl / dish

317 317 317 cut pit 0.9 0.16 sub-circular U

318 317 317 fill pit 0 0.9 0.16 Light grey brown sandy silt 3% small-medium stones

319 319 319 cut pit 0.9 0.4 circular U

320 319 319 fill pit 0.56 0.17 Dark bluey grey clayey silt v small stones, gravel 
throughout

321 319 319 fill pit 0 0.7 0.22 Light bluey grey silty clay small-medium stones 
throughout

322 324 324 fill ditch 2.1 0.5 0.18 mid greyish brown silty sand rare gravel

323 324 324 fill ditch 2.1 0.5 0.5 mid-dark brownish 
grey

silty clay rare gravel

324 324 324 cut ditch 2.1 0.5 0.7 linear not exc

325 326 234 fill ditch 0.5 0.4 0.26 Mid greyish brown silty clay rare gravel

326 326 234 cut ditch 0.5 0.4 0.26 linear U

327 327 327 cut pit 1.15 0.6 0.83 oval U

328 327 327 fill pit 1.02 0.2 mid-light grey sandy clay moderate small-medium 
flint gravels

329 327 327 fill pit 0.86 0.08 black peat macro flora remains

330 327 327 fill pit 0.9 0.27 mid-light grey sandy silt moderate small-medium 
flint stones

331 327 327 fill pit 1.15 0.48 mid greyish yellow sandy silt freq small flint stones
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332 324 327 fill ditch 0.95 0.08 black charcoal occ pieces of burnt clay

333 327 327 fill pit 1.05 0.15 Mid-dark grey clayey silt very freq pieces of burnt 
clay and occ charcoal

334 0 257 layer Spread 0.12

335 336 336 fill pit 0.7 0.2 Dark brownish 
grey

silty sandy 
clay

Freq burnt stone, 
occasional charcoal

336 336 336 cut pit 0.7 0.2 circular U

337 338 338 fill pit 1.1 0.65 0.3 Mid-dark grey 
brown

clayey sandy 
silt

V. occ small stones

338 338 338 cut pit 1.1 0.65 0.3 oval

339 341 341 fill pit 0.36 Mid-dark grey 
brown

Clayey sandy
silt

v. occ small stones

340 341 341 fill pit 0.56 Dark grey brown Clayey sandy
silt

V. occ small stones

341 341 341 cut pit 2.7 1.9 0.84 sub-rounded / 
oval

342 343 234 fill ditch 0.95 0.34 Dark brownish 
grey

silty sandy 
clay

occ. Stones

343 343 234 cut ditch 0.95 0.34 linear U

344 344 344 cut pit 1.05 0.63 0.36 oval wide U

345 344 344 fill pit 1.05 0.63 0.36 Mid-dark brown 
grey

clayey silt moderate small flint stone

346 346 346 cut pit 2.2 1.46 0.41 sub-circular

347 346 346 fill pit Mid brown grey clayey silt 5% rounded stones 
throughout

348 348 348 cut pit 4.15 2.3 0.51 sub-circular U

349 348 348 fill pit 2.31 0.39 mid brown grey clayey silt 5% small rounded stones 
throughout
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350 350 348 cut pit 4.15 0.61 sub-circular U

351 350 348 fill pit 1.4 0.32 Mid brown grey clayey silt 5% small round stone 
inclusions

352 352 352 cut pit 2.15 0.79 0.25 sub-circular U

353 352 352 fill pit 0.25 Dark blue brown silty clay 5% small stones 
throughout

354 355 355 fill post hole 0.25 0.14 mid brownish grey silty sandy 
clay

occasional gravel

355 355 355 cut post hole 0.25 0.14 circular U

356 357 357 fill beamslot 0.25 0.08 Mid brownish grey silty sandy 
clay

occasional gravel

357 357 357 cut beam slot 1 0.25 linear

358 359 359 fill pit 0.9 0.5 0.44 dark brownish grey silty sandy 
clay

rare charcoal, rare gravel

359 359 359 cut pit 0.9 0.5 0.44 sub-circular U

360 361 361 fill pit 0.4 0.08 Dark brownish 
grey

silty sandy 
clay

rare gravel, rare charcoal

361 361 361 cut pit 0.4 0.08 circular wide U

362 348 348 fill pit 1.5 0.51 Dark bluey grey silty clay V.occ small rounded 
stones throughout

363 350 348 fill pit 1.2 0.09 Dark bluey grey silty clay v. occ small rounded 
stones throughout

364 364 364 cut pit 1 0.28 sub-circular U

365 364 364 fill pit 1 0.28 Dark brownish 
grey

sandy silt 
clay

few large stones

366 369 369 fill pit 0.9 mid grey brown sandy silty 
clay

v. occ small stones
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367 369 369 fill pit 0 0.9 dark grey brown clayey silty 
sand

some small stones

368 369 369 fill pit 0.34 mid grey blue 
brown

sandy silty 
clay

v. occ stones

369 369 369 cut pit 2.3 1.8 1.24 sub-rounded / 
oval

370 370 151 cut ditch 15 0.6 0.37 linear

371 370 151 fill ditch 1.2 0.6 0.37 mottled mid grey 
brown orange

clayey silt occ. Small-medium sized 
flint stones

372 0

373 0

374 374 374 cut pit 1.6 1 0.37 irregular

375 374 374 fill pit 1.6 1 0.37 dark grey brown clayey silt occ med-large flint stones

376 0 VOID

377 378 378 fill pit dark yellowy grey sandy clay charcoal throughout

378 378 378 cut pit 0.8 0.39 sub-circular U

379 378 378 fill pit light blue grey silty clay gravel throughout

380 380 380 cut pit 1.55 1.6 0.4 sub-circular expanded U

381 380 380 fill pit 1.44 0.2 dark bluey grey clayey silt

382 380 380 fill pit 1.6 0.26 mid brown grey sandy silt v. occ small stone 
throughout

383 384 384 fill pit 0.3 0.06 light grey brown sandy silt

384 384 384 cut pit 0 0.3 0.06 circular U

385 388 388 fill pit 0 0.27 mid grey brown clayey sandy 
silt

386 388 388 fill pit 0 0.4 very dark grey 
brown

clay silt sand freq charcoal flecks
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387 388 388 fill pit 0 0.35 mid grey brown clay sandy 
silt

388 388 388 cut pit 3.5 1.17 0.68 sub-rectangular

389 391 391 fill pit 0 1.86 0.38 dark brownish grey silty sandy 
clay

occ gravel, rare charcoal

390 391 391 fill pit 0 1.5 0.82 mid-dark brownish 
grey

silty sandy 
clay

occ gravel, rare charcoal

391 391 391 cut pit 0 1.86 1.2 circular U

392 392 392 cut pit 0 4.3 0.7 circular Bowl, dish

393 393 393 cut pit 1.98 1 0.62 circular ?

394 394 394 cut pit 2.9 0.82 0.81 circular

395 392 392 fill pit 4.3 1 0.58 mid grey brown clayey sand freq gravel inc

396 398 398 fill pit 0 2.3 0.48 dark brownish grey silty sandy 
clay

occasional gravel

397 398 398 fill pit 0 0.4 0.48 mid greyish brown silty sandy 
clay

occ gravel

398 398 398 cut pit 0 2.3 0.48 circular U

399 399 364 cut pit 0 1 0.6 sub-circular U

400 399 364 fill pit 0 0.65 0.22 mid green grey silt clay

401 399 364 fill pit 0 1 0.16 dark brown grey clay silt

402 402 402 cut post hole 0 0.75 0.11 sub-circular dish

403 402 402 fill post hole 0 0.75 0.11 light grey brown sandy clay

404 392 392 fill pit 3.1 1 0.76 dark grey black clayey silt occ small pebble, freq 
charcoal inc

405 393 393 fill pit 1.98 1 0.42 mid grey brown, 
with dark yellowy 
brown lenses

clayey silt freq gravel inc
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406 394 394 fill pit 2.9 1 0.81 mid grey brown clayey silt freq gravel inc

407 392 392 fill pit 0.85 0.08 mid grey brown clayey sand 75% gravel

408 393 393 fill pit 1.15 1 0.14 dark brown yellow clayey sand
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APPENDIX B.  FINDS QUANTIFICATION

Context Cut Material Object Name Weight in kg
4 1 Bone Bone 0.002
5 6 Bone Bone 0.003
9 10 Bone Bone 0.003
11 12 Bone Bone 0.001
11 12 Ceramic Vessel 0.010
15 16 Bone Bone 0.282
15 16 Shell 0.001
15 16 Ceramic Vessel 0.664
17 18 Ceramic Vessel 0.071
17 18 Bone Bone 0.054
19 20 Bone Bone 0.004
19 20 Ceramic Vessel 0.123
28 29 Ceramic Vessel 0.054
28 29 Bone Bone 0.150
30 31 Bone Bone 0.325
30 31 Ceramic Vessel 0.308
32 33 Bone Bone 0.030
34 35 Ceramic Vessel 0.039
38 39 Bone Bone 0.005
40 41 Bone Bone 0.014
48 49 Ceramic Vessel 0.008
60 0 Bone Bone 0.005
60 0 Ceramic Vessel 0.020
68 54 Flint 0.003
68 54 Bone Bone 0.117
68 54 Ceramic Vessel 0.063
69 70 Bone Bone 0.006
69 70 Ceramic Vessel 0.042
73 74 Bone Bone 0.029
73 74 Ceramic Vessel 0.029
76 77 Ceramic Vessel 0.007
80 63 Ceramic Vessel 0.031
80 63 Bone Bone 0.220
85 86 Bone Bone 0.041
90 91 Bone Bone 0.004
92 93 Ceramic Vessel 0.017
150 151 Bone Bone 0.066
152 153 Ceramic Vessel 0.026
152 153 Stone 0.009
152 153 Bone Bone 0.033
152 153 Ceramic Daub 0.744
154 156 Ceramic Vessel 0.012
154 156 Bone Bone 0.011
154 156 Ceramic Daub 0.044
157 158 Ceramic Fired clay 0.010
157 158 Ceramic Vessel 0.061
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157 158 Stone 0.102
157 158 Bone Bone 0.065
169 168 Bone Bone 0.094
169 168 Ceramic Vessel 0.077
171 168 Ceramic Vessel 0.957
171 168 Shell 0.003
171 168 Bone Bone 0.488
175 174 Ceramic Vessel 0.056
175 174 Bone Bone 0.077
176 174 Ceramic Vessel 0.066
176 174 Bone Bone 0.122
177 178 Ceramic Vessel 0.157
177 178 Bone Bone 0.122
179 159 Bone Bone 0.005
181 160 Bone Bone 0.015
186 164 Bone Bone 0.011
186 164 Ceramic Vessel 0.010
188 166 Bone Bone 0.018
188 166 Ceramic Vessel 0.063
189 190 Ceramic Vessel 0.005
189 190 Bone Bone 0.009
191 190 Ceramic Vessel 0.003
194 195 Bone Bone 0.023
200 201 Bone Bone 0.024
200 201 Ceramic Vessel 0.007
202 207 Ceramic Vessel 0.104
202 207 Bone Bone 0.033
204 207 Shell 0.092
211 212 Ceramic Vessel 0.038
211 212 Bone Bone 0.086
213 214 Ceramic Fired clay 0.029
213 214 Ceramic Vessel 0.253
213 214 Shell 0.001
213 214 Bone Bone 0.281
215 216 Ceramic Vessel 0.005
215 216 Bone Bone 0.013
218 197 Bone Bone 0.022
218 197 Ceramic Vessel 0.192
218 197 Ceramic Vessel 0.120
219 199 Ceramic Vessel 0.030
221 208 Bone Bone 0.407
221 208 Ceramic Vessel 0.051
221 208 Stone 0.135
221 208 Ceramic Vessel 0.150
225 209 Ceramic Vessel 0.091
225 209 Bone Bone 0.171
226 209 Bone Artefact 0.002
229 228 Bone Bone 0.246
229 228 Flint 0.006
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229 228 Shell 0.002
229 228 Ceramic Vessel 0.396
230 228 Shell 0.001
230 228 Ceramic Vessel 0.446
230 228 Bone Bone 0.188
236 231 Bone Bone 0.386
236 231 Ceramic Vessel 0.459
238 233 Ceramic Vessel 0.009
240 241 Shell 0.015
240 241 Shell 0.006
240 241 Ceramic Vessel 0.182
240 241 Bone Bone 0.282
240 241 Ceramic Vessel 0.289
240 241 Bone Bone 0.729
240 241 Stone 0.262
240 241 Ceramic Spindlewhorl 0.022
243 242 Ceramic Vessel 0.030
243 242 Bone Bone 0.012
244 234 Bone Bone 0.147
244 234 Bone Bone 1.497
244 234 Bone Bone 1.790
244 234 Ceramic Vessel 0.076
252 254 Bone Bone 0.061
252 254 Ceramic Vessel 0.060
255 256 Ceramic Vessel 0.040
257 Ceramic Vessel 0.517
257 Bone Bone 0.474
257 Stone 0.123
262 263 Ceramic Vessel 0.018
262 263 Bone Bone 0.013
264 265 Ceramic Vessel 0.053
264 265 Bone Bone 0.613
264 265 Stone 0.009
274 266 Bone Bone 0.044
275 267 Ceramic Vessel 0.025
275 267 Bone Bone 0.003
279 277 Ceramic Vessel 0.054
279 277 Bone Bone 0.022
280 277 Bone Bone 0.151
280 277 Ceramic Vessel 0.132
282 281 Ceramic Vessel 0.009
283 281 Ceramic Vessel 0.085
283 281 Bone Bone 0.011
284 Ceramic Vessel 0.033
286 265 Bone Bone 0.345
287 288 Bone Bone 0.094
287 288 Ceramic Vessel 0.081
290 289 Bone Bone 0.006
290 289 Ceramic Vessel 0.035
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293 294 Ceramic Vessel 0.484
293 294 Shell 0.006
293 294 Shell 0.003
293 294 Stone 0.089
293 294 Bone Bone 0.446
297 298 Bone Bone 0.005
299 300 Ceramic Vessel 0.006
301 289 Ceramic Vessel 0.063
305 303 Bone Bone 0.002
305 303 Ceramic Vessel 0.019
307 306 Stone 0.545
307 306 Ceramic Vessel 0.036
307 306 Bone Bone 0.404
309 308 Bone Bone 0.030
309 308 Ceramic Vessel 0.002
311 312 Bone Bone 0.023
311 312 Ceramic Fired clay 0.244
313 313 Ceramic Vessel 0.037
313 313 Shell 0.001
313 313 Bone Bone 0.100
313 313 Shell 0.002
318 317 Ceramic Vessel 0.010
318 317 Bone Bone 0.072
320 319 Bone Bone 0.003
320 319 Ceramic Vessel 0.040
321 319 Bone Bone 0.175
321 319 Stone 0.167
321 319 Ceramic Vessel 0.200
322 324 Ceramic Vessel 0.029
323 324 Ceramic Vessel 0.023
323 324 Bone Bone 0.051
330 327 Ceramic Vessel 0.034
330 327 Bone Bone 0.015
331 327 Ceramic Vessel 0.004
332 324 Ceramic Vessel 0.004
333 327 Ceramic Vessel 0.006
334 0 Ceramic Vessel 0.027
334 0 Bone Bone 0.055
335 336 Bone Bone 0.002
335 336 Stone 0.717
337 338 Bone Bone 0.026
339 341 Bone Bone 0.310
339 341 Ceramic Vessel 0.108
340 341 Bone Bone 0.079
340 341 Ceramic Vessel 0.133
340 341 Shell 0.002
342 343 Bone Bone 0.036
342 343 Shell 0.045
342 343 Shell 0.015
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Context Cut Material Object Name Weight in kg
342 343 Ceramic Vessel 0.011
345 344 Shell 0.001
345 344 Ceramic Vessel 0.061
345 344 Bone Bone 0.033
347 346 Bone Bone 0.073
347 346 Ceramic Vessel 0.017
349 348 Ceramic Vessel 0.247
349 348 Bone Bone 0.116

349 348 Ceramic Ceramic Building Material 0.054
349 348 Stone 0.087
351 350 Charcoal 0.004
351 350 Bone Bone 0.091
351 350 Ceramic Vessel 0.137
353 352 Bone Bone 0.160
353 352 Ceramic Vessel 0.094
354 355 Ceramic Vessel 0.002
356 357 Bone Bone 0.003
356 357 Ceramic Vessel 0.019
358 359 Ceramic Vessel 0.059
358 359 Bone Bone 0.575
360 361 Bone Bone 0.001
360 361 Ceramic Vessel 0.012
365 364 Shell 0.004
365 364 Bone Bone 0.013
365 364 Ceramic Vessel 0.049
366 369 Shell 0.002
366 369 Shell 0.029
366 369 Bone Bone 1.135
366 369 Ceramic Vessel 0.175

366 369 Ceramic Ceramic Building Material 0.165
366 369 Lava Quern 0.273
367 369 Bone Bone 0.263
367 369 Ceramic Vessel 0.071
367 369 Bone Bone 0.231
368 369 Bone Bone 0.597
371 370 Bone Bone 0.024
375 374 Ceramic Vessel 0.147
375 374 Shell 0.008
375 374 Bone Bone 0.038
377 378 Ceramic Vessel 0.014
382 380 Bone Bone 0.005
382 380 Ceramic Vessel 0.049
385 388 Bone Bone 0.028
385 388 Ceramic Vessel 0.081
386 388 Bone Bone 0.266
386 388 Shell 0.013
386 388 Ceramic Vessel 0.124
386 388 Shell 0.015
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Context Cut Material Object Name Weight in kg
389 391 Bone Bone 0.207
389 391 Ceramic Vessel 0.077
389 391 Ceramic Vessel 0.354
390 391 Ceramic Vessel 0.089
390 391 Bone Bone 0.037
395 392 Ceramic Vessel 0.339
395 392 Bone Bone 0.212
396 398 Stone 0.047
396 398 Bone Bone 0.480
396 398 Ceramic Vessel 0.330
401 399 Ceramic Vessel 0.302
401 399 Shell 0.001

401 399 Ceramic Ceramic Building Material 0.165
401 399 Bone Bone 0.037
405 393 Shell 0.003
405 393 Bone Bone 0.244
405 393 Ceramic Vessel 0.031
406 394 Chalk Spindle whorl 0.040
406 394 Shell 0.003
406 394 Bone Bone 0.011
406 394 Ceramic Vessel 0.011
407 392 Ceramic Vessel 0.032
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APPENDIX C.  FINDS REPORTS

C.1  The Small Finds and Bulk Ironwork

By Nina Crummy

Discussion

C.1.1  A large proportion of this small assemblage consists of objects associated with textile
manufacture.  Most  are  iron spikes  from wool-combs;  two came from layer  257 and
individual ones from pits 160, 209 (SF 10), 254 and 369. All derive from wool-combs,
used to tease out the fibres of shorn fleeces before they were spun into thread. Spikes
such as these are often found in Saxo-Norman and medieval urban contexts, where
they represent the first stage in the conversion of shorn fleeces into woollen cloth. In the
latter  period  in  particular  textile  manufacture  played  a  major  part  in  the  English
economy, and each individual part of the process would have been controlled by a craft
guild (Walton 2001, 320-1, 346-53). 

C.1.2  One complete spike is 110 mm long, another is 141 mm. The former would have come
from a comb used on fleeces from fairly short-haired sheep, the latter from one used on
those from the long-haired animals often bred in East Anglia ( ibid., 320). Similar spikes
have been found at Watersmeet, Huntingdon, and in the town centre (Crummy 2006,
71; Clarke in prep.). As well as these spikes a bone bobbin used in pillow lace-making
came from pit 209 (SF 2). This is no earlier than 16th century in date. Lace-making was
a time-consuming and poorly-paid post-medieval craft,  essentially a cottage industry,
that was usually carried out by females from poor or comparatively poor families.

C.1.3  A small  tanged  iron  knife  (SF 15)  and  a  tang  from a  larger  knife  both  came from
posthole 37. A third knife is represented by a tang that is still fixed in a plain tubular
bone handle from layer 257 (SF 3). The knife from the posthole is exceptionally small
and may have been a craft tool, perhaps, as it is loosely associated with so many items
connected to textile manufacture, used to cut thread. However, similarly small knives
came from a range of 13th to 14th century contexts in London and they may merely
represent  the  lower  length  limit  of  small  personal  knives  used for  a  range  of  tasks
(Cowgill et al. 1987, fig. 55, 28-30, fig. 61, 94-6). The other items from the site consist of
a plain buckle-plate fragment from pit 241 and nail fragments from pits 228 and 241.
None of these objects can be closely dated.
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Catalogue
SF 9. (181), fill of pit 160; medieval. Thin iron fibre-processing spike fragment, circular in
section. Length 78 mm.

Fig. 000, SF 2. (226), fill of pit 209; medieval. Bone bobbin used for lace-making, broken
at each end. The main section is a long ovoid moulding that is separated from the 
terminals by finely rilled grips. Length 42.5 mm, maximum diameter 7.5 mm.

Fig. 000, SF 10 (225), fill of pit 209; medieval. Long bent iron fibre-processing spike, 
circular in section, with small flat round head. Length (straight) 110 mm.

SF 11. (230), fill of pit 228; medieval. Iron nail shank fragment, square in section but 
very de laminated. Length 38 mm.

SF 13. (240), fill of pit 241; medieval. Part of a copper-alloy rectangular folded buckle-
plate with a central rivet, four corner rivets and an extra rivet in one corner. The plate 
has broken at the fold but the rectangular slot to allow the buckle tongue to swivel 
remains. Length 36 mm, width 3 mm.

SF 12. (240), fill of pit 241; medieval. Iron nail with flat round head, missing the lower 
part of the shank. A small part of a second nail shank is corroded onto the head. Length 
53 mm.

SF 14. (252), fill of pit 254; medieval. Long thin iron fibre-processing spike, circular in 
section. Length 141 mm.

SF 6. (366), fill of pit 369; medieval. Iron fibre-processing spike fragment, circular in 
section. Length 85 mm.

SF 15. (36), fill of posthole 37; medieval. Small iron knife with a circular whittle tang. The
back and edge of the blade are straight. The edge rises towards towards the tip, which 
is missing. Length 69 mm.

SF 16. (36), fill of posthole 37; medieval. Iron whittle tang fragment, probably from a 
knife. The section changes from circular to rectangular along its length. Length 40 mm.

SF 3. (257), layer; medieval. Plain round bone handle with the whittle tang and a short 
part of a knife blade still in place. One end of the handle is damaged. The tang is burred 
at the end to fix it in place. Total length 81 mm; length of handle 67 mm, diameter 10 
mm.

SF 4. (257), layer; medieval. Long thin iron fibre-processing spike, circular in section. 
Length 105 mm.

SF 5. (257), layer; medieval. The tip of a thin iron fibre-processing spike, circular in 
section. Length 36 mm.
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C.2  The Spindle Whorls

By Steve Wadeson

Introduction and methodology

C.2.1  Associated  with  textile  manufacture two  spindle  whorls  were  recovered  during
excavations; the first, a re-used pot sherd from the fill of pit 241, the second from the fill
of pit 394.

C.2.2  The first spindle whorl (SF 1) is a  crude hemispherical spindle whorl made from the
base sherd of a Nene Valley colour coated ware (Tomber and Dore 1998, 118) dating
from the Late 3rd to 4th Century AD. Heavily abraded, the lower wall of the vessel has
been trimmed and rounded near to the junction with the base. Although recovered from
a context dating to the 13th to Mid 14th Century it is possible that this spindle whorl may
be Late Saxon or Early Medieval in date. 

C.2.3  A second complete hemispherical spindle whorl made of clunch/chalk was recovered
from pit  394 (SF  7).  Undecorated,  the  whorl  is  only  slightly  abraded  and  although
individual trim marks can be seen on the whorl it is generally well finished. The central
hole is well worn and slightly off centre and differs in diameter throughout the length of
the  perforation  while  the  flat  base  appears  to  be  polished,  possibly  from  use.  The
spindle whorl can be dated by the associated pottery to the Early Medieval period. 

C.2.4  Spindle whorls such as these are often found in Medieval urban contexts and represent
the conversion of combed fleece to thread. The varying weight of the whorls indicating
the production of a range of yarns of differing thickness's, the heavier the whorl, the
finer  the  yarn  produced.  Other  small  finds  recovered  in  the  assemblage  include  a
number of iron spikes also associated with textile manufacture (Appendix C.1).

Catalogue
SF 1. (240), fill of pit 241 (Pit Group 3); Medieval, 13th to Mid 14th Century AD. Re-used NVCC
base sherd. Height 17mm, Diameter of central central hole 11mm, Weight 22gm.

SF 7. (406), fill of pit 394 (Pit Group 2); Early Medieval, Mid 11th Century to Late 12th Century
AD.   A complete  clunch/chalk  hemispherical  spindle  whorl.  Diameter  36mm,  Height  24mm,
Diameter  of  central  hole  expanding from 11mm to 13mm at the top,  12mm at base,  Weight
40gm.
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C.3  Pottery

By Carol Fletcher

Introduction

C.3.1  The evaluation and subsequent excavation at the Former Bus Depot, Stukeley Road,
Huntingdon, produced a moderately sized pottery assemblage of 913 sherds, weighing
11.667kg including unstratified material.  This total includes a single prehistoric sherd
weighing 0.002kg and three abraded Roman sherds weighing 0.030kg, recovered as a
residual element from medieval and subsoil contexts. Three Middle Saxon sherds were
also recovered from medieval contexts.

C.3.2  The  majority  of  the  assemblage  dates  to  the  mid  12th-mid  14th  century.  There  is
however a Late Saxon-early medieval element within the assemblage indicating some
domestic activity from that period on or close to the site. The assemblage includes three
Roman sherds weighing 0.030kg, recovered as a residual element from medieval and
subsoil contexts. This includes a single pierced Roman base sherd from a Nene Valley
Colour Coated vessel that has been reused as a spindle whorl and recovered from a
medieval  context.  All  Roman  sherds  were  identified  by  Stephen  Wadeson  and  are
mentioned here as they form a residual element within the medieval assemblage that
will  not  be  considered  separately.  The  sherds  have  however  been  recorded  in  the
ceramic database and are fully catalogued in the site archive. 

C.3.3  A small number of Roman sherds is not unexpected on medieval sites excavated in
Huntingdon. The important Roman settlement of Durovigutum lies approximately 3km to
the south. Excavation on Stukeley Road in 1999 (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming) revealed
a  Roman roadside ditch associated with Ermine Street later Stukeley Road, and that
there was some level of Roman roadside ribbon development (Kenney 2005). 

C.3.4  Occupation of the site appears to have ceased in the mid to late 14th century, since
only a single context produced pottery dated to the late medieval period. 

C.3.5  Ceramic fabric abbreviations used in the following text are:

Brill-Boarstall ware Brill-Boarstall ware

DNEOT Developed St Neots

DUTR Dutch redware

EMSW Early medieval sandy ware

EMW Early medieval ware

FRE WW French white ware

GRIM Grimston

HEDI Sybil Hedingham

HUNEMW Huntingdonshire early medieval ware

HUNFSW Huntingdonshire fen sandy ware

LYST/LYSTT Lyvenden-Stanion/Lyvenden-Stanion type ware

MAX Maxey type ware

MEL Medieval Ely ware
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MID SSHW Middle Saxon Shelly ware

MSGW Medieval sandy grey ware

MSW Medieval sandy ware

NEOT St Neots ware

NVCC Nene Valley colour coat

OLSHW Oolitic Shelly ware

SGW Sandy grey ware (Roman)

SHW Shelly ware

STAM Stamford ware

SW Sandy ware

THET/THETT Thetford/Thetford type ware

UNK Unknown

Methodology

C.3.6  The Medieval Pottery Research Group (MPRG) A guide to the classification of medieval
ceramic forms (MPRG, 1998) and Minimum Standards for the Processing, Recording,
Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics (MPRG, 2001) act as a standard.

C.3.7  Recording was carried out using OA East’s in-house system based on that previously
used  at  the  Museum  of  London.  Fabric  classification  has  been  carried  out  for  all
previously described medieval and post-medieval types. All sherds have been counted,
classified  and  weighed  on  a  context-by-context  basis.  The  pottery  and  archive  are
curated by Oxford Archaeology East until formal deposition.

C.3.8  The assemblage is fully recorded in the summary catalogue.

Sampling Bias

C.3.9  The  open  area  excavation  was  carried  out  by  hand  and  selection  made  through
standard sampling strategies on a feature by feature basis. There are not expected to
be any inherent biases. Where bulk samples have been processed for environmental
remains,  there  has  also  been  some  recovery  of  pottery.  These  small  quantities  of
sherds have been quantified for contexts only where no other pottery was recovered.

Quantification

C.3.10  All the pottery has been dated and fully quantified on a context by context basis into an
Access  2000  database  using  OA East  in-house  system based  on  that  used  at  the
Museum  of  London.  Fabric  classification  has  been  carried  out  for  all  previously
described types.

Assemblage

C.3.11  Due to the nature of the site, the similar dating of most of the features, indicating that
the site was occupied for a relatively short period of time, and the limited number of
Late Saxon-early medieval contexts identified, the excavator has presented the results
as a single phase of activity.
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C.3.12  An  overview and  comparison  of  all  pottery  will  be  undertaken  followed by  in-depth
analysis  of  specific  groups  of  features  where  statistically  significant.  In  total  105
contexts produced post-Roman pottery, however four contexts were not assigned to a
group  by  the  excavator.  These  have  been  excluded  from further  analysis  and  only
dating information for the context can be provided

C.3.13  The  following  analysis  will  consider  the  101  grouped  contexts  which  produced  878
sherds  of  pottery  weighing  11.281kg,  with  a  small  average  sherd  weight  of
approximately 13g. Pottery was recovered from a range of features including pits, post
holes, ditches and beam slots. 

Residuality and Intrusiveness

C.3.14  The levels of residuality are relatively low at approximately 14% (by weight), this figure
is in part a generalisation due to the broad nature of the excavators phasing. C ontexts
include pottery types present in the early medieval period alongside medieval pottery of
mid 12th century date, where the pottery is similarly abraded and there are few glazed
wares present. Only where medieval glazed wares are present can the author be more
certain  that  the  early  medieval  material  is  residual  and  not  contemporary  and  the
context can thus be dated to the 13th century or later.

Provenance

C.3.15  The basic statistics relating to the source area for the assemblage are illustrated in Fig.
4. The information detailing the specific statistics for the supply of pottery have been
simplified to provide clarity.

C.3.16  The provenance shows NEOT and DNEOT fabrics from areas south-west of the county
are  a  very  important  part  of  the  assemblage,  followed  closely  by  fabrics  from
Cambridgeshire  of  which  the  most  important  is  HUFSW.  The  SHW  fabrics  from
Northamptonshire or the Peterborough area are the third most important group.  It  is
unclear from which location these SHW originate, coming from the same parent clay
that outcrops in both locations (Alan Vince pers. comm).

C.3.17  Norfolk  and  Northamptonshire  provide  the  only  other  fabrics  of  note,  each  forms  a
similar  proportion  of  the  assemblage:  approximately  c.9% for  Norfolk  and  c.8% for
Northamptonshire. The remainder of the assemblage is made up of small numbers of
sherds from Buckinghamshire, Essex, Essex-South Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire and a
small number of imported wares.
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Figure 4: General provenance showing percentage of assemblage by weight (kg)

C.3.18  This assemblage is similar  to that recovered from excavations at the Old Music and
Drama  Centre  (HUNOMD07)  (Gilmour  and  Spoerry  2009).  The  most  obvious
differences  between  the  assemblages  are  a  larger  number  of  Essex  fabrics  at
HUNOMD07 and also the lack of BRILL or imported wares. The presence of imported
wares  on  a  relatively  short  lived  site  on  the  periphery  of  medieval  Huntingdon  is
uncommon and may indicate disposal of rubbish, reuse of material from elsewhere in
the town or relate to transportation of goods into and out of the market in Huntingdon
along Ermine Street. 

Fabrics

C.3.19  Levels of NEOT, STAM, THET and locally produced HUNEMW sherds indicates that
there was some domestic activity on or close to the site from the late 11th century. A
small number of Middle Saxon sherds, an uncommon find in Huntingdon assemblages
hint at an earlier at present unlocated settlement.

C.3.20  Medieval  fabrics  present  in  the  assemblage  are  predominantly  coarse  wares  with
DNEOT the most  common fabric  comprising approximately 27% of  the assemblage.
Local  production  of  pottery  continued  and  HUNFSW  appears  in  the  ceramic
assemblage.  It  is  not  clear  if  HUNFSW replaced HUNEMW or  if  production of  both
overlapped for some time. HUNFSW and SHW are the next most common fabrics, each
comprising approximately 15% of the assemblage.
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Figure 5: Fabric Type by Phase, showing percentage of phase assemblage by weight
(kg)

C.3.21  The levels of medieval glazed wares present (15% by weight) are moderate, with LYST
the  most  commonly  present  glazed  fabric  (c.7%  by  weight).  Other  medieval
assemblages  recovered  from  sites  more  centrally  located  within  Huntingdon  have
produced a larger percentage of  LYST glazed wares,  for  example at  Walden House
where glazed wares comprise 20% of the assemblage (by weight) and approximately
13%  of  the  medieval  assemblage  were  LYST  sherds  (Unpublished  data  from
Huntingdon Walden House assemblage). 

C.3.22  After LYST the most common glazed fabric was MEL at 3.5%, then the residual glazed
STAM sherds at c 2.4%, the imported FRE WW at 1.8% and BRILL at 1.7% of the total
assemblage  by  weight.  The  remaining  glazed  wares  are  a  small  number  of  GRIM
sherds at 0.6% by weight and 8 sherds by count, of which only two are decorated high
medieval vessels. Also present are a single sherd of HEDI and a single sherd from what
may be a DUTR handled vessel recovered from pit  228, possibly a jug. This imported
vessel is the only mid 14th-mid 16th century sherd in the assemblage.
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C.3.23  The moderate levels of glazed wares suggests that the assemblage has a distinct mid
to  late  12th  century  element.  Only  20  of  the  101  grouped  contexts  produced  13th
century or later glazed wares.

C.3.24  The lower levels of LYST may also indicate that the SHW in the assemblage originated
in the Peterborough region rather  than Northamptonshire.  If  the origins of  the SHW
were  from  Northamptonshire,  more  decorated  LYST  jugs  might  be  expected  to
accompany the coarse SHW as it was transported to the market in Huntingdon. 

Form

C.3.25  Forms present are limited and no industrial vessels or those associated with heating or
lighting were identified within the assemblage. The modest number of fine wares and
the mixture of coarse wares appear to be representative of sparse occupation on the
periphery of the early medieval settlement and medieval town.

C.3.26  The small late 11th-mid 12th century assemblage is dominated by jars in NEOT, STAM
THET and the locally produced HUMEMW fabrics. These jars would have been used for
cooking and storage. Few bowl sherds were identified and these only in NEOT/NEOTT
fabrics while the majority of jug sherds present of this date are STAM. In addition a
single sherd from a NEOT spouted pitcher was recovered from context 257 (same as
334), a layer that produced c.5% of the total assemblage by weight. The pottery present
in this layer was very mixed and includes HUNEMW and STAM, a fragment of FRE WW
alongside DNEOT, LYST and HUNFSW. The overall date of the context must be 13th
century,  however  the spouted  pitcher  fragment  was  relatively  unabraded  suggesting
that the context is early 13th century.

Figure 6: Vessel Type showing percentage of assemblage by weight (kg)

C.3.27  From the mid 12th century DNEOT is the dominant fabric (29% of the total assemblage
by weight). Where form can be ascribed, DNEOT is the fabric most commonly recorded
as jars followed by SHW and the locally produced HUNFSW vessels. It  is  not clear
whether HUNFSW completely replaced HUNEMW or if production of both overlapped
for some time, with HUNFSW developing from HUNEMW. 

C.3.28  Jugs  make  up 23% of  the  functional  assemblage  including  the  residual  STAM and
NEOT vessels.  A number  of  HUMFSW jug sherds were also recognised;  no glazed
HUNFSW  vessels  have  yet  been  identified  and  it  would  appear  that  the  ware  is
unglazed. The 13th century medieval glazed jugs include LYST, MEL, BRILL a single
sherd of HEDI and a small number of GRIM vessels. 
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C.3.29  A small  number  of  bowls  are  also  present  in  the  assemblage  and  the  fabrics  they
appear in are HUNFSW, SHW, DNEOT and FRE WW.

Assemblage in relation to excavated features

C.3.30  The  single  phase  recorded  for  the  site  does  not  bring  out  the  detail  of  the  groups
identified  by  the  excavator  in  relation  to  their  ceramic  assemblage,  therefore  the
material recovered from feature groups is examined in the following paragraphs.

Structural Groups

C.3.31  Structural Group 1 is a mixture of postholes and beamslots that make up  13% of the
assemblage by weight (1.494kg). Of the features present only beamslot 209 produced
more  than  0.500kg  of  pottery,  the  remaining  features  producing  0.300kg  or  less  of
pottery.

C.3.32  The majority of  the postholes and beamslots  date to the mid 12th-mid 14th century
however beamslot 209 can be dated to the 13th century by the presence of two sherds
of LYST. The other fabrics present include a small amount of residual Late Saxon-early
medieval  NEOT,  STAM  and  THET,  alongside  early  medieval  EMW  and  medieval
DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW. Jars are present  in NEOT, STAM, EMW, DNEOT and
SHW, with a small number of jug sherds in residual STAM and  medieval glazed LYST
vessels, while also present are unglazed HUNFSW jugs. Only seven bowl sherds were
identified, mainly NEOT vessels.

C.3.33  Beamslot  209 (209 and  231)  produced  NEOT,  DNEOT,  HUNFSW,  SHW  and  LYST
sherds. Forms recognised were two NEOT jar sherds (of which one is sooted), a single
NEOT/DNEOT bowl sherd, three unabraded sherds from the rim of a HUNFSW jug and
body sherds from two LYST jugs, one of which was highly decorated.

Weight (kg) Percentage of assemblage by weight (kg)

Structural Group 1 1.494 13.2

Structural Group 2 0.021 0.2

Structural Group 3 0.141 1.2

Structural Group 4 0.686 6.1

Layers 0.527 4.7

Pit Group 1 2.862 25.4

Pit Group 2 0.403 3.6

Pit Group 3 1.318 11.7

Pit Group 4 0.574 5.1

Pit Group 5 2.034 18

Pit Group 6 1.027 9.1

Ditches 0.168 1.5

Other Features 0.03 0.2
Table  1: Excavators Feature Groups showing percentage of assemblage by weight (kg)

C.3.34  Only two features in Structural Group 2 produced pottery: posthole 355, which produced
a single small sherd of NEOT and beamslot 357, which produced a sooted body sherd
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from a DNEOT jar and a body sherd from a HUNEMW/HUNFSW vessel.  The group
dates to the mid 12th-mid 14th century.

C.3.35  Pottery was recovered from three features in Structural Group 3, postholes 37, 93 and
pit  29. The pit contained a residual NEOT sooted jar sherd and an EMW body sherd
alongside four  DNEOT sherds,  dating the context  to  the mid 12th-mid 14th century.
Posthole 37 contained a mixture of small abraded sherds including residual NEOT, jar
and bowl sherds and medieval SHW bowl and jar rim sherds. Posthole 93 contained a
single sherd of EMS and one of SHW. As with structural Group 2 the features date to
the mid 12th-mid 14th century

C.3.36  Structural  Group 4 produced 0.686kg of  pottery,  c.5% of  the assemblage by weight,
from eight postholes and a single pit.  The features all date to the  mid 12th-mid 14th
century. Only post hole  212 produced more than ten sherds of pottery including a rim
sherd from a DNEOT jar and the strap handle from a SHW jug. 

C.3.37  Other postholes produced a number of  residual  sherds including STAM, and NEOT.
Postholes 158 and 281 contained small abraded sherds tentatively identified as MAX, a
Middle  Saxon shelly  ware from Lincolnshire.  In  addition  were sherds  of  THET from
postholes  156 and  277. The remainder of the group assemblage consists of DNEOT,
HUNFSW and SHW.

C.3.38  The lack of medieval glazed wares in the structural group contexts suggests that the
groups are all of a similar date, namely mid 12th to mid 14th century. The presence of
13th century glazed medieval pottery in beamslot 209 suggest that this feature may be
slightly  later  or  the  pottery  may  relate  to  reworking  or  alteration  of  the  beamslot,
suggesting repairs to the building. 

Layers

C.3.39  Layer  257,  which  is  the  same  as  334,  produced  0.527kg  of  pottery,  4.7%  of  the
assemblage by weight. This is a very mixed assemblage of Late Saxon-early medieval
and  medieval  pottery.  Some  of  the  pottery  is  abraded,  however  the  majority  is
moderately abraded and consists of a similar range of fabrics to those recovered from
the structural groups. It includes DNEOT, HUMEMW, HUNFSW, SHW, and STAM, and
five sherds of LYST including a jug rim. The more unusual forms and fabrics present
include the rim and spout from a NEOT tubular spouted pitcher and a base sherd from a
FRE WW bowl. The overall date for the layer is 13th-mid 14th century.

Pits

Pit Group 1 

C.3.40  Pit Group 1 consists of 13 pits, which range in date from mid 9th-mid 12th century (pit
341), mid 11th-end of the 12th to mid 13th-mid 14th century (pit  319), the majority are
mid 12th-mid 14th.  Overall this is the largest pottery group at  2.862kg, accounting for
approximately  25% of  the  stratified  assemblage, however  few of  the  individual  pits
produced large amounts of pottery and only one pit  391, produced more than 0.500kg
of material (61 sherds).
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Figure 7: Vessel Type of Pit Group 1 showing percentage of total assemblage by weight (kg)

C.3.41  Nine pits  contained fewer than 20 sherds. Pit  289 contained DNEOT, HUNFSW and
residual  STAM,  while  pit  317 contained  a  single  sherd  from  a  LYST  jug.  Pit  319
contained NEOT, DNEOT and SHW jar sherds alongside the second largest number of
jug sherds in the in the assemblage, the largest being 12 sherds from a single MEL jug
in pit group 5. 

C.3.42  Pit  319 is unusual in the group assemblage in not only the number of jug sherds but
also the fabrics present. There are sherds from two decorated BRIL jugs, a body sherd
and rim from two LYST jugs and four sherds from GRIM jugs, including two sherds from
decorated high medieval jugs that date the pit to the mid 13th-mid14th century. 

C.3.43  The largest part of the pit group assemblage came from pit 391 which contained a small
component of residual NEOT, STAM and THET sherds alongside 19 sherds of SHW,
including a SHW bowl sherd. There are 18 sherds of DNEOT including 10 sherds from
various jars and 10 sherds of HUNFSW, five sherds of which were identified as being
jars. Also present were single sherds from a LYST jug and a MEL jug.

C.3.44  Pit  398 produced only 28 sherds of pottery (0.328kg), however alongside the DNEOT,
HUNFSW, LYST and SHW sherds was a single rim sherd from a hand built Early-Middle
Saxon  shelly  ware  jar.  This  is  an  unusual  find  in  a  Huntingdon  assemblage,
unfortunately even when considered alongside the two possible MAX sherds, recovered
from features in Structural Group 1, the pottery does not indicate Saxon occupation of
the site, only hint at activity in the vicinity. 

Pit Group 2

C.3.45  Three pits in Pit Group 2 produced pottery. From pit 392, which is the largest pit in the
group (3.6% of  the total  assemblage by weight)  were recovered a  small  number  of
residual NEOT sherds and DNEOT, HUNFSW, SHW and six sherds of LYST from a
minimum of two glazed jugs which date to the 13th-mid 14th century. Also present was
a single base sherd from a sooted MEL jar. Pit  393 contained five sherds of pottery
including residual  sherds from a NEOT jar  and a STAM jug.  Also present  were two
DNEOT sherds and single unabraded sherd from a BRIL jug. Pit 394 produced a single
sherd of THET, mid 11th -end of the 12th century. The pit also contained a fragment of a
chalk spindle whorl and may be early medieval.

Pit Group 3

C.3.46  Pit Group 3 produced 1.318 kg of pottery from 12 pits, of which five were investigated
during the evaluation and seven in the excavation. Three of the pits date to the 13th-
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mid 14th century,  seven from the mid 12th-mid 14th and two (74 and 352), contain only
Late Saxon-early medieval pottery.

 Figure 8: Vessel Type of Pit group 3 showing percentage of total assemblage by weight (kg)

C.3.47  The majority of the pottery from this group was recovered from two pits (241 and 348)
that can be dated to the 13th-mid 14th century. Pit  241 produced sherds from two or
three LYST jugs; all the sherds have thick limescale deposits. Also present were sherds
from a minimum of three MSGW jars, a base sherd from a HUNFSW jar, a DNEOT jar,
two  SHW  jars  and  three  base  sherds  from  a  residual  THET  vessel.  Pit  241 also
produced a spindle whorl made from a pierced Roman base sherd from a Nene Valley
Colour Coated vessel.

C.3.48  Pit  348 produced  similar  amounts  of  DNEOT and  SHW,  with  forms  in  both  fabrics
including  jars and bowls. A single rim sherd from DNEOT bowl and one from a SHW
bowl were present  alongside small  amounts of HUNFSW and residual fabrics STAM
and THET. Medieval glazed fabrics present are LYST two sherds from a jug, a single
GRIM rim sherd, a single body sherd from a BRILL jug and the only sherd of HEDI in
the assemblage.  

C.3.49  The third pit that produced medieval glazed vessels was pit  70, a pit identified during
the evaluation. From the pit were recovered three sherds that represent two LYST jugs
and a DNEOT jar.

Pit Group 4

C.3.50  Pit Group 4 produced in total 31 sherds (0.575 kg) of pottery from four pits, 5.1% of the
assemblage by weight.  Pit  31,  part  of  the evaluation,  produced the largest  group of
pottery with 19 sherds, including four residual sherds of NEOT, three of which are from
a sooted jar,  and two sherds from a STAM jug. Two sherds of  HUNEMW were also
recovered alongside medieval DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW. No glazed medieval fabrics
were recovered from this pit.

C.3.51  Pit 178 contained nine sherds of pottery, including the base sherd from a LYST jug and
a body sherd from a BRILL jug. Pit  201 contained only a single HUNFSW sherd and
and pit 207 a strap handle from a HUNFSW jug and a body sherd from a LYST jug with
an internal deposit of limescale. These three pits can all be dated to the 13th-mid 14th
century, although pit 31 may be slightly earlier than this.

Pit Group 5

C.3.52  Pit group 5 consists of four pits, three of which 168, 174 and 228, produced 1.676kg of
pottery, 18% of the assemblage by weight. Pits  168 (1.092kg) and  228 (0.822kg) are

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 66 of 92 Report Number 1223

Bow l Jar Jug Undiagnostic

0

1

2

3

4

5

%



the largest of the three, while pit  174 produced only seven sherds of pottery weighing
0.120kg.

C.3.53  Pit 168 produced 12 sherds (0.358kg) from a poorly glazed fragmentary MEL jug, seven
LYST sherds, including rim sherds, and a rim and strap handle from a HUNFSW jug.
Jars sherds were recognised in DNEOT, of which rim sherds from three vessels were
recorded,  and  two  SHW  rims.  Several  HUNFSW  jar  body  sherds  were  heavily
encrusted with limescale, suggesting they had been used for the storage of liquids. 

Figure 9: Vessel Type of Pit group 5 showing percentage of total assemblage by weight (kg)

C.3.54  Pit 228 produced similar assemblage to pit 168, however the most singular difference is
the presence of a single sherd from an imported DUTR. jug. This sherd is the only piece
of  late  medieval  pottery  in  the  grouped  assemblage  and  suggests  either  some
contamination of the context or hints at later activity on the site not identified elsewhere.

C.3.55  The pit also produced 22 sherds (0.317kg) of DNEOT including jars and a single bowl,
13 sherds (0.081kg) of SHW including one jar rim sherd, 11, mainly jar sherds (0.109kg)
of HUNFSW, eight sherds (0.112kg) of LYST which includes both jug and jar sherds and
three sherds (0.014kg) from GRIM jugs among others.

Pit Group 6 

C.3.56  Pit  Group  6  is  described  by  the excavator  as  scattered  pits  of  which  six  produced
1.027kg  of  pottery,  9.1% of  the  assemblage  by  weight.  Pit  16 from  the  evaluation
produced the largest assemblage in the group with 33 sherd (0.662kg ) including the
FRE WW. Alongside these were recovered residual NEOT, THET, a STAM jug sherd,
medieval  DNEOT  and  HUNFSW  and  SHW  jar  sherds.  Pit  20,  also  an  evaluation
feature, produced only 13 sherds in the same fabrics as pit 16 with the exception of the
FRE  WW  and  a  sherd  of  what  was  initially  identified  during  the  evaluation  as
Huntingdonshire late medieval but subsequently re-identified as HUNFSW . Pit 35, the
third evaluation feature, produced only six sherds of DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW.

C.3.57  Excavation features 153,  314, and 374, produced 25 sherds in total, including several
residual  STAM  jug  sherds  and  a  single  sherd  of  NEOT.  Medieval  fabrics  include
DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW. No glazed medieval fabrics were recovered from these
pits.

C.3.58  All of the pit groups are broadly similar in fabrics and vessels present. The only pits that
do not fit the pattern are 228 which contains the DUTR sherd dating it to the mid 14th-
mid 16th century and  319 due to the presence of the highly decorated GRIM sherds
dated to the mid 13th to mid 14th century.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 67 of 92 Report Number 1223

Bow l Jar Jug Undiagnostic

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

%



Ditches

C.3.59  In  total  the  three  ditches  that  contained  pottery  produced  only  11  sherds  weighing
0.168kg, 1.5% of the total assemblage by weight. Ditch  151 (same as  195 and  300)
produced pottery from only one context, 229, which contained two sherds of mid 12th-
mid 14th century DNEOT. Ditch 234 (same as 271 and 343) produced three sherds of
pottery, including body sherds of HUNFSW, SHW and the base sherd from a BRILL jug.
The context dates to the 13th-mid 14th century.

C.3.60  The last of the three ditches,  324, produced six sherds of pottery from three contexts.
These included sooted NEOT and SHW jar sherds, and DNEOT. The context dates to
the mid 12th-mid 14th century.

C.3.61  Ditches  234 and  324 produced pottery of slightly different date ranges, however they
appear to be part of the same boundary in plan and therefore can both be dated to the
13th-mid 14th century, supporting the excavators suggestion that the ditches represent
a formalising of the site boundaries some time after the occupation was established.

Other Features

C.3.62  Five sherds of pottery were recovered from a tree throw including DNEOT, HUNFSW
and a single sherd of quartz and flint tempered prehistoric pottery.

Conclusion

C.3.63  The limited number of medieval glazed sherds in BRILL, GRIM, HEDI, LYST and MEL
fabrics and the dominance of coarse wares suggests that much of the assemblage falls
into the earlier part of the date range for the majority of the medieval fabrics present.

C.3.64  Huntingdon  was  an  important  market  town having  been  granted a  charter  in  1205,
confirming its status as a borough and granting the right to hold a weekly market where
among many other commodities there would have been potters trading their wares. It is
here  that  the  imported  French  pottery  and  later  the  Dutch  vessel  may  have  been
purchased  having  reached  Huntingdon  from  Kings  Lynn  via  the  river  Ouse.   The
granting  of  the  market  charter  coincided with  the expansion of  the town beyond its
earlier limits as reflected in the development seen at the Walden House site (Clarke,
2000).

C.3.65  The moderate size of the assemblage, the lack of pre-conquest vessels and the sparsity
of high medieval fabrics suggests that this domestic occupation was not of high status.
The site lies outside of the main area of the medieval settlement of Huntingdon and
previous excavations at Stanton Butts to the north in 1999 (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming)
produced evidence of  Late Saxon-early medieval  activity with an increase in  activity
through the 12th and 13th centuries as the town expanded and development spread
along the line of the road. 

C.3.66  Occupation of the site appears to have ceased in the mid to late 14th century, only a
single  context  produced  pottery dated to  the late  medieval  period.  This  reflects  the
reduction in the size of the town and population at the time of the black death and the
development of other economic centres in subsequent decades. By 1363 one quarter of
Huntingdon  was  uninhabited,  the  remaining  residents  scarcely  scraping  a  living.
(http://www.huntingdon-town.info/history/medieval_huntingdon.asp (10/01/11).
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Dating Table

Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

11 DNEOT 1 0.010 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

15 DNEOT Jar 2 0.036 13th-mid 14th century

FRE WW Jug 1 0.186

HUNFSW 4 0.067

HUNFSW Jar 9 0.080

NEOT 5 0.037

NEOT Jar 1 0.014

SHW 5 0.068

SHW Jar 4 0.052

STAM Jug 1 0.013

THET 1 0.109

17 NEOT 2 0.003 Mid 11th-mid 12th cent

NEOT Bowl 3 0.021

STAM Jar 1 0.003

STAM Jug 2 0.003

THET 2 0.041

19 DNEOT 5 0.022 14th century-end of 15th

DNEOT Jar 2 0.036

HUNFSW 3 0.042

SHW 1 0.012

SHW Jar 1 0.008

THET 1 0.006

28 DNEOT 4 0.042 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNEMW 1 0.006

NEOT Jar 1 0.007

30 DNEOT 2 0.038 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNEMW 1 0.005

HUNEMWT 1 0.010

HUNFSW 1 0.009

HUNFSW Jar 2 0.122

NEOT 1 0.001

NEOT Jar 3 0.014

SHW 4 0.038

STAM 1 0.007

STAM Jug 2 0.017

THET 1 0.048

34 HUNFSW 1 0.012 Mid 12th - mid 14th century

SGW 1 0.004

SHW Jar 2 0.023

36 NEOT 2 0.012 Mid 12th-mid 14th century 
(Sample 9)NEOT Bowl 3 0.024

NEOT Jar 1 0.004

SHW 5 0.016
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

SHW Bowl 1 0.003

SHW Jar 4 0.009

48 DNEOT 1 0.030 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 2 0.005

60 DNEOT 1 0.004 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 1 0.002

HUNFSW Jar 1 0.009

SHW 1 0.005

68 DNEOT 2 0.011 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 1 0.001

HUNFSW Jug 1 0.034

NEOT 1 0.003

SHW 3 0.014

69 DNEOT Jar 1 0.008 13th-mid 14th century

LYST Jug 2 0.031

SGW 1 0.004

73 HUNEMW 1 0.008 Mid 11th-end of 12th century

NEOT 1 0.001

NEOT Jar 1 0.008

THETT 2 0.012

76 THET 1 0.007 10th-end of 12th century

80 DNEOT Jar 1 0.031 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

81 DNEOT 2 0.003 Mid 12th-mid 14th century 
(Sample 5)

92 EMS Jar 1 0.014 Mid-late 12th century

SHW Jar 1 0.004

152 SHW 6 0.017 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

SHW Jar 1 0.004

154 SHW 3 0.011 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

THET 1 0.004

157 HUNEMW 1 0.007 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 2 0.010

MAX? 1 0.007

SHW 3 0.015

SHW Jar 1 0.005

STAM Jug 1 0.006

UNK 1 0.009

169 HUNFSW 3 0.013 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

SHW 2 0.010

SHW Jar 4 0.052

171 DNEOT 11 0.155 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 3 0.084

HUNEMW/HUNFSW Jar 1 0.042

HUNFSW 10 0.073

HUNFSW Jug 1 0.111
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

LYST 1 0.019

LYST Jug 6 0.057

MEL Jug 12 0.358

SHW 3 0.024

STAM Jar 1 0.004

THET 1 0.090

175 SHW Jar 1 0.056 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

176 DNEOT 2 0.036 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

LYST-SHW 1 0.008

SHW 3 0.020

177 BRILL Jug 1 0.004 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT 1 0.006

DNEOT Jar 3 0.076

DNEOT Jug 1 0.030

HUNFSW 1 0.013

HUNFSW Jar 1 0.009

LYST 1 0.018

184 HUNFSW 1 0.003 Mid 12th-mid 14th century 
(sample 17)SHW 1 0.002

STAM Jug 1 0.001

THET 1 0.005

186 HUNEMW 1 0.010 Mid 11th-end of 13th century

188 DNEOT 1 0.032 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 1 0.012

SHW 1 0.018

189 DNEOT 1 0.005 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

191 HUNFSW 2 0.003 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

200 HUNFSW 1 0.006 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

202 HUNFSW Jug 1 0.027 13th-mid 14th century

LYST Jug 1 0.076

211 DNEOT 1 0.005 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 1 0.015

HUNEMW Jar 1 0.004

NEOT 1 0.014

213 DNEOT 3 0.013 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jug 2 0.169

HUNFSW 1 0.012

SHW 9 0.059

215 HUNFSW 2 0.005 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

218 DNEOT 1 0.011 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 1 0.024

HUNFSW Jar 1 0.011

HUNFSW Jug 2 0.119

SHW 2 0.007
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

SHW Bowl 2 0.130

STAM Jug 1 0.006

219 HUNFSW Jug 1 0.030 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

221 DNEOT 1 0.024 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 1 0.019

NEOT/DNEOT Jar 1 0.096

SHW Jar 1 0.054

STAM Jar 1 0.007

225 DNEOT 1 0.024 Mid 12th century

NEOT Jar 1 0.012

NEOT/DNEOT Bowl 1 0.038

229 DNEOT 5 0.037 Mid 14th-mid 15th century

DNEOT Jar 3 0.086

DUTR Jug 1 0.063

GRIM Jug 1 0.006

HUNEMW Jar 3 0.019

HUNEMW/HUNFSW 2 0.025

HUNFSW 2 0.012

HUNFSW Jar 2 0.035

LYST Jar 1 0.018

LYST Jug 4 0.056

NEOTT 1 0.002

SHW 3 0.014

SHW Jar 1 0.014

SW 1 0.005

230 BRILL Jug 1 0.005 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT 7 0.077

DNEOT Bowl 1 0.016

DNEOT Jar 6 0.101

GRIM Jug 2 0.008

HUNEMW Jar 4 0.016

HUNEMW/HUNFSW 6 0.031

HUNEMW/HUNFSW Jar 2 0.007

HUNFSW 2 0.012

HUNFSW Jar 5 0.050

LYST 1 0.007

LYST Jug 2 0.031

NEOTT 1 0.004

SHW 8 0.049

SHW Jar 1 0.004

STAM Jar 1 0.002

STAM Jug 1 0.003

THETT 1 0.007

236 DNEOT 5 0.095 13th-mid 14th century
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

HUNFSW Jug 3 0.111

LYST Jug 2 0.148

NEOT 2 0.062

NEOT Jar 1 0.009

SHW 2 0.029

238 DNEOT Jar 1 0.009 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

240 DNEOT 13 0.105 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 1 0.041

HUNFSW 8 0.082

HUNFSW Jar 2 0.014

LYST 1 0.003

LYST Jug 3 0.113

MSGW Jar 12 0.048

NVCC 1 0.022

SHW 2 0.006

SHW Jar 2 0.010

STAM Jug 1 0.010

SW 1 0.009

THETT Jar 3 0.028

243 DNEOT 1 0.005 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 2 0.011

HUNFSW Jar 1 0.010

Quartz & flint 
(Prehistoric)

1 0.002

244 BRILL Jug 1 0.076 13th-mid 14th century

252 SHW 1 0.013 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

THET 1 0.046

253 DNEOT 2 0.005 Mid 12th-mid 14th century 
(Sample 22)HUNEMW 2 0.004

HUNFSW 1 0.006

NEOT 5 0.017

SHW 6 0.037

255 DNEOT 1 0.040 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

257 DNEOT 3 0.019 Early -mid 13th century.

DNEOT Jar 2 0.032

FRE WW Bowl 1 0.027

HUNEMW 1 0.009

HUNEMW Jar 2 0.007

HUNFSW Jar 9 0.050

LYST 3 0.012

LYST Jug 2 0.008

MSGW 1 0.002

MSW 3 0.028

NEOT 1 0.004

NEOT Bowl 1 0.065
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

NEOT Jug 1 0.058

NEOTT 1 0.003

NEOTT Jar 9 0.120

SHW 3 0.010

SHW Jar 3 0.029

STAM 1 0.002

STAM Jar 2 0.008

STAM Jug 1 0.006

UNK 1 0.001

264 DNEOT 1 0.005 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 1 0.005

HUNEMW Jar 1 0.003

HUNFSW 1 0.003

NEOT 2 0.006

NEOT Jar 2 0.008

SHW 1 0.004

SHW Bowl 1 0.006

SW 1 0.006

THETT 1 0.005

269 SHW 1 0.001 Mid 12th-mid 14th century 
(Sample 18)

275 HUNEMW/HUNFSW 1 0.006 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW Bowl 1 0.019

279 NEOT 1 0.006 Mid 9th-mid 12th century

NEOT Bowl 1 0.049

280 DNEOT 1 0.002 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 2 0.035

HUNFSW Jug 1 0.070

THET Jar 1 0.015

THETT 1 0.008

282 HUNFSW Jar 1 0.009 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

283 DNEOT 1 0.068 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNEMW/HUNFSW 2 0.004

HUNFSW 1 0.006

MAX? 1 0.005

284 HUNFSW 1 0.003 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

THETT 1 0.030

287 DNEOT 1 0.006 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

SHW 1 0.005

THET Jar 2 0.069

290 DNEOT 1 0.030 Mid 12th-mid 14th century 

STAM Jug 1 0.052

293 BRILL 1 0.003 13th-mid 14th century

BRILL Jug 1 0.001

DNEOT 2 0.008
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

DNEOT Jar 7 0.178

HUNEMW/HUNFSW Jar 2 0.007

HUNFSW Jar 4 0.028

HUNFSW Jar/jug 2 0.033

NEOTT Bowl 1 0.007

SHW 7 0.069

SHW Bowl 2 0.037

SHW Jar 7 0.095

THET 1 0.009

THETT 1 0.004

299 DNEOT 1 0.006 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

301 HUNFSW Jar 1 0.063 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

305 DNEOT Jar 1 0.019 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

307 DNEOT Jar 1 0.022 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

NEOT 1 0.010

SHW 1 0.005

309 DNEOT 1 0.002 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

313 DNEOT 1 0.010 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNEMW Jar 1 0.002

NEOT 1 0.007

SHW 1 0.007

STAM Jug 1 0.001

SW 1 0.006

UNK 1 0.003

318 LYST Jug 1 0.010 13th-mid 14th century

320 GRIM Jug 1 0.007 Mid 13th-mid 14th century

SHW Jar 2 0.032

321 BRILL Jug 4 0.081 Mid 13th to mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 2 0.023

GRIM 1 0.004

GRIM Jug 3 0.018

HUNEMW Jar 1 0.008

HUNFSW 1 0.004

LYST Jug 2 0.051

NEOT Jar 1 0.005

SHW Jar 1 0.005

322 DNEOT 1 0.023 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

NEOTT 1 0.005

323 HUNEMW/HUNFSW 1 0.010 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

SHW 1 0.005

SHW Jar 1 0.008

330 DNEOT 2 0.018 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

SHW 1 0.006

THET 1 0.010
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

331 DNEOT 1 0.004 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

332 NEOT Jar 1 0.004 Mid 11th-mid 12th century

333 SHW 1 0.006 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

334 EMW Jar 1 0.006 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

SHW 1 0.008

SHW Jar 1 0.013

339 HUNEMW Jar 1 0.008 Mid 11th-end of the 13th century

NEOT 2 0.025

THET Jar 1 0.075

340 NEOT Bowl 2 0.028 Mid 9th-mid 12th century

STAM Jar 3 0.034

STAM Jug 2 0.068

342 HUNFSW 1 0.011 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

345 HUNFSW 2 0.007 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW Jar 2 0.014

SHW Bowl 1 0.021

SHW Jar 1 0.007

THETT 2 0.013

347 DNEOT Jar 1 0.009 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

UNK 1 0.008

349 BRILL Jug 1 0.009 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT 1 0.015

DNEOT Bowl 1 0.034

DNEOT Jar 1 0.014

GRIM Jug 1 0.027

HUNFSW 1 0.004

HUNFSW Jar 2 0.022

LYST 1 0.017

LYST Jug 2 0.010

OLSHW 1 0.009

SHW 1 0.013

SHW Bowl 1 0.015

SHW Jar 5 0.043

STAM Jug 1 0.008

THET 1 0.007

351 DNEOT 3 0.036 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 1 0.014

HEDI Jug 1 0.003

HUNEMW Jar 1 0.013

HUNEMW/HUNFSW Jar 2 0.017

LYST 1 0.010

MSW 1 0.005

SHW 1 0.010

SHW Jar 2 0.026
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

353 HUNEMW 1 0.004 mid 11th-end of 12th century

HUNEMW Jar 1 0.030

THET 1 0.044

THETT 1 0.015

354 NEOT 1 0.002 Mid 9th-mid 12th century

356 DNEOT Jar 1 0.009 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNEMW/HUNFSW 1 0.010

358 EMW Jar 1 0.007 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 1 0.003

NEOT Jar 1 0.007

OLSHW 1 0.008

SHW 3 0.017

SHW Jar 1 0.008

360 HUNEMWT 1 0.011 Mid 11th end of 12th century

NEOT 1 0.001

365 DNEOT 3 0.014 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

NEOT 1 0.004

SHW 8 0.032

366 NEOT 2 0.024 Mid 11th-end of 12th century

NEOT Jar 3 0.028

THET Jar 2 0.132

THETT 1 0.006

367 THET 1 0.071 Mid 11th-end of 12th century

375 DNEOT 7 0.118 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

HUNEMW 1 0.005

HUNFSW Jar 1 0.004

STAM Jug 1 0.002

SW 1 0.010

377 DNEOT 1 0.006 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

SHW Jar 1 0.009

382 DNEOT Bowl 1 0.035 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

NEOT 1 0.004

SHW 1 0.004

SHW Jar 1 0.005

385 DNEOT 3 0.048 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 1 0.025

STAM 1 0.006

386 DNEOT Bowl 1 0.027 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 1 0.019

HUNEMW/HUNFSW 1 0.005

HUNEMW/HUNFSW Jar 2 0.033

HUNFSW 1 0.007

NEOT 1 0.010

NEOT Bowl 1 0.011
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Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

NEOT Jar 1 0.009

389 DNEOT 7 0.085 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 8 0.074

HUNEMW/HUNFSW 2 0.008

HUNFSW 5 0.035

HUNFSW Jar 5 0.035

LYST Jug 1 0.009

MEL Jug 1 0.011

NEOT 1 0.001

NEOT Jar 1 0.009

NEOT/DNEOT 5 0.048

SHW 13 0.056

SHW Bowl 1 0.008

SHW Jar 4 0.035

STAM Jug 1 0.003

THET 1 0.006

390 DNEOT 1 0.015 Mid 12th-mid 14th century pit 
group1DNEOT Jar 2 0.027

NEOTT 1 0.035

SHW Jar 1 0.009

395 DNEOT Jar 5 0.106 13th-mid 14th century

HUNFSW 2 0.046

LYST 1 0.010

LYST Jug 5 0.133

NEOT 3 0.025

SHW Jar 1 0.011

396 DNEOT 7 0.088 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

DNEOT Jar 4 0.032

HUNEMW/HUNFSW Jug 1 0.035

HUNFSW 4 0.027

HUNFSW Jar 6 0.069

LYSTT 1 0.004

NEOT Jar 1 0.006

Saxon shelly ware 1 0.011

SHW Jar 3 0.056

401 BRILL Jug 1 0.003 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT 8 0.066

DNEOT Bowl 1 0.032

DNEOT Jar 2 0.066

HUNFSW 1 0.003

SHW 3 0.021

SHW Bowl 1 0.015

SHW Jar 5 0.079

THET 1 0.007

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 78 of 92 Report Number 1223



Context Fabric Basic Form
Sherd
Count

Sherd Weight
(kg)

Date range

THET Jar 1 0.005

405 BRILL Jug 1 0.007 13th-mid 14th century

DNEOT 2 0.012

NEOT Jar 1 0.007

STAM Jug 1 0.004

406 THETT 1 0.010 Mid 11th-end of 12th century

407 MEL Jar 1 0.032 Mid 12th-mid 14th century

99999 DNEOT 1 0.013 Evaluation Mid 12th-mid 14th 
century
Excavation 13th-mid 14th 
century

DNEOT Jar 3 0.057

EMW 1 0.003

HUNFSW 2 0.012

HUNFSW Bowl 1 0.023

LYST 1 0.019

LYST Jug 3 0.049

MSGW Jar 1 0.009

NEOT 4 0.026

SHW Jar 2 0.014

STAM Jar 1 0.006

THET Jar 1 0.028
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APPENDIX D.  ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS

D.1  Faunal remains

By Chris Faine

Introduction

D.1.1  Seventeen  kilograms  of  faunal  material  was  recovered  from  the   excavations  at
Stukeley Road yielding 186 “countable” bones (see below). All bones were collected by
hand apart from those recovered from environmental samples; hence a bias towards
smaller fragments is to be expected. Residuality appears not be an issue and there is
no  evidence  of  later  contamination  of  any  context.  Faunal  material  was  mostly
recovered from pits and  largely dated from the 12 to 14th centuries.  A total  of  401
fragments of animal bone were recovered with 186 identifiable to species (38.6% of the
total sample). 

Methodology

D.1.2  All  data was initially recorded using a specially written MS Access database.  Bones
were recorded using a version of the criteria described in Davis (1992) and Albarella &
Davis  (1994).  Initially  all  elements  were  assessed  in  terms  of  siding  (where
appropriate), completeness, tooth wear stages (also where applicable) and epiphyseal
fusion. Completeness was assessed in terms of percentage and zones present (after
Dobney & Reilly,  1988).  Initially the whole identifiable assemblage was quantified in
terms of number of individual fragments (NISP) and minimum numbers of individuals
MNI. The ageing of the population was largely achieved by examining the wear stages
of  cheek teeth of  cattle,  sheep/goat  and pig  (after  Grant,  1982).  Wear  stages were
recorded for lower molars of cattle, sheep/goat and pig, both isolated and in mandibles.
The states of epiphyseal fusion for all relevant bones were recorded to give a broad age
range  for  the  major  domesticates  (after  Getty,  1975).   Measurements  were  largely
carried out  according to the conventions  of  von den Driesch (1976).  Measurements
were either carried out using a 150mm sliding calliper or an osteometric board in the
case of larger bones.

The Assemblage

D.1.3  Table 2 shows the species distribution for the assemblage. As one would expect the
assemblage  is  dominated  by  domestic  taxa  both  in  terms  of  NISP  and  MNI,  with
Sheep/Goat being the most prevalent species, followed by lesser numbers of cattle and
pig  remains.   This  preponderance  of  sheep  remains  can  also  be  seen  in  the
assemblages from the nearby Model Laundry (Clarke, 2005) and Old Music and Drama
Centre sites (Gilmour, 2009). Other large mammal remains are limited to small numbers
of horse remains and a single red deer mandible. Commensal species include cat and
rabbit. A relatively large number of bird remains were also recovered, including fowl,
goose and duck. Material from environmental samples was limited to common frog and
fragmentary fish remains.  

D.1.4  As  mentioned  above,  sheep  is  the  dominant  taxon  in  the  assemblage.  Only  two
instances of goat were seen in the form of a butchered horn-core and cranial fragments.
Goats are rare at most British archaeological sites, with the vast majority being bred in
the country as a result of their unsuitability for rearing in urban areas. High numbers of
horn-cores and crania can be seen at contemporary sites such as Kings Lynn (Noddle,
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1977)  and  elsewhere in  Norwich (Cartledge,  1987),  suggesting  the majority  of  goat
remains  were  brought  in  attached  to  hides  for  craft  purposes  (Albarella  et.  al.
Forthcoming).

D.1.5  Figure  11  shows  the  sheep  body  part  distribution  for  the  assemblage.  The  large
numbers of  mandibles and lower limb elements suggests the area was used for  the
disposal  of  primary butchery and  industrial  refuse,  with  meat  bearing elements  and
useful bones (such as crania attached to hides) being taken elsewhere for secondary
processing. Although a small sample, analysis of available sheep mandibles suggests
the majority of animals were killed between the ages of 1-4 years old (see figure 10),
suggesting a meat based husbandry strategy. This is in contrast to the wider emphasis
on  wool  production  generally  seen  during  the  13  to  14th century,  demonstrated  by
larger numbers of older animals (over 4 years of age) for instance in the Old Music and
Drama  centre  assemblage  (Gilmour,  2009).  Few  measurable  long  bones  were
recovered, but metrical analysis of 3rd molar dimensions suggests animals of similar
size to other contemporary sites (ibid). A distal tibia from context 389 displayed a hole
drilled through the articular surface, possibly to create a handle.

D.1.6  Cattle  remains  also  consist  largely  of  loose  teeth  and  lower  limb  elements,  again
suggesting primary butchery/industrial waste (see figure 12).   All ageable bones were
from physically mature animals i.e. at least 3.5 years of age.  A single mandible was
recovered from an animal around  8-12 years of age at death. Cattle during this period
were primarily kept for traction (Albarella et al, Forthcoming) with animals largely being
kept alive until unable to work (hence the older age profile seen here).  Four sexable
horn-cores were recovered; 2 from male and 2 from female animals. Withers heights
were only available for two mandibles from animals both around 1.2m tall.

D.1.7  As mentioned previously pig remains are limited, consisting of upper limb bones and
other  meat  bearing  elements  from  animals  killed  at  a  younger  age  than  the  other
domesticates (around 1-2 years). This is to be expected for a species almost entirely
exploited  for  meat  in  the  archaeological  record.   Horse  remains  consist  largely  of
articulated crania and vertebrae from ditch fill 244. Horses were exploited for both meat
and hides during this  period and it  is  likely that  the remains here represent  primary
processing waste.  The single Red deer remains most  likely represent  a gift  from an
aristocratic household or a poached animal, given the high status of venison during the
period. Cat and rabbit were both exploited (for skins and meat respectively) although
the  small  sample  size  means  no  further  conclusions  can  be  drawn  form  this
assemblage.

D.1.8  Of all the bird species present in the assemblage geese are the most numerous being
kept  for  meat,  eggs and feathers.   No juvenile  remains were recovered,  suggesting
exploitation for eggs and feathers instead of specialised meat production (although the
sample size is too small  to draw further conclusions from). Metrical  analysis of  long
bones  shows  birds  were  of  similar  size  to  those  from  contemporary  sites  such  as
Norwich Castle (Albarella, 2009).  Few fowl bones were recovered, consisting entirely
of lower limb elements, with one tibiotarsus coming from a male bird. Duck remains are
fragmentary, due to the fact that it was not a popular food bird during this period as it
was considered unhealthy (Grand and Delatouche, 1950).

Conclusions

D.1.9  In terms of species and body part distribution the assemblage follows patterns seen in
other Medieval samples from Huntingdon and elsewhere in East  Anglia.   The faunal
remains  seen  here  represent  initial  processing  of  whole  animals,  with  individual
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elements  then  being  taken  elsewhere  for  secondary  butchery  or  crafts  such  as
tanning/tawying and bone working.   The domestic  taxa of  this  period were primarily
exploited  for  meat,  with  cattle  being  slaughtered  later  due  to  their  use  as  draught
animals.

Table 2: Species distribution for the assemblage.
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NISP NISP% MNI MNI%
101 53.2 35 40.7
39 23.5 20 23.2
15 8 12 13.9
5 2.3 2 2.3
1 0.5 1 1.2
1 0.5 1 1.2
1 0.5 1 1.2
9 4.2 6 7
4 2.2 2 2.3
2 1 2 2.3
8 4.1 4 4.7

Total: 186 100 86 100

Sheep/Goat (Ovis/Capra)
Cattle (Bos)

Pig (Sus scrofa)
Horse (Equus caballus)

Red Deer (Cervus elaphus)
Cat (Felis sylvestris)

Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus)
Domestic Goose (Anser sp.)
Domestic Fowl (Gallus sp.)
Domestic Duck (Anas sp.)

Common Frog (Rana temporaria)
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Figure 10: Mortality curve for sheep mandibles
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Figure 11: Sheep/Goat body part distribution
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Figure 12: Cattle Body part distribution
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D.2  Shell

By Rachel Fosberry

Introduction and Methods 

D.2.1  Shells of marine molluscs were quantified and examined in order to assess the diversity
and quantity  of  these  ecofacts  and  their  potential  to  provide  useful  data  as  part  of
further archaeological investigations. 

D.2.2  A Total  weight  of  0.789Kg  shell  was  recovered.  Two  species  are  present;  mussel
(Mytillus sp.) and oyster (Ostrea edulis).

Results

Species Common
name

Habitat Total weight
(Kg)

Total number of
contexts

Ostrea edulis Oyster estuarine and 
shallow coastal 
water 

0.07 7

Mytillus Edulis Mussel Intertidal, salt 
water 

0.72 20

Table 3. Shell results 

Discussion 

D.2.3  Both mussels and oyster shells occur in this assemblage. Mussel shells predominate
with oyster shells occurring usually as single specimens. Contexts 204 (207, Pit group
4) and 396 (398, pit group 1) contain the most significant mussel shell assemblages
containing 73 valves and approximately 150 valves respectfully. These deposits could
represent a single deposition event.  Only two contexts, 366 (369) and 386 (388), both
in pit group 1, contain both oysters and mussels.

D.2.4  All of the species in this assemblage are bivalves although none of the specimens are
preserved  hinged.  The  majority  of  the  shells  are  moderately  preserved  and  do  not
appear to have been deliberately broken or crushed.

D.2.5  Mussels and Oysters are both common in medieval times. Medieval oyster shells tend
to be smaller than in earlier periods due to intensification of harvesting. (Winder, 1993).
In this assemblage, the left valves range between 4-7cm.

D.2.6  This small assemblage is of limited potential. No further work is recommended at this
stage.  If  further  excavations  are  planned  for  this  site,  a  detailed  sampling  strategy
should be considered to investigate the degree of exploitation of marine resources. 
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D.3  Environmental Remains

By Rachel Fosberry

Introduction and Methods 

D.3.1  Thirty-two bulk samples were taken from across the excavated area at The Former Bus
Depot, Stukeley Road, Huntingdon. The majority (78%) of the features sampled were
medieval pits. Other features included post holes and a possible well that were thought
to represent backyard activity and a large undated boundary ditch.

D.3.2  Previous  excavations  at  an  adjacent  site  (HUNSR99)  had  shown  that  a  variety  of
cereals  were being utilized on site  and that  fenland resources were being exploited
(Clapham,  1999).  Similar  results  have  been  obtained  from  these  more  recent
excavations.

D.3.3  The samples were contaminated with hydrocarbons. They were soaked in a solution of
Decon 90 for two weeks prior to processing in order to decontaminate. 

D.3.4  Ten litres of each sample were processed by tank flotation for the recovery of charred
plant  remains,  dating  evidence  and  any  other  artefactual  evidence  that  might  be
present. The flot was collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue was washed
through a 0.5mm sieve. Both flot and residue were allowed to air dry. The dried residue
was passed through 5mm and 2mm sieves and a magnet was dragged through each
resulting fraction prior  to sorting for  artefacts.  Any artefacts present  were noted and
reintegrated with the hand-excavated finds. The flot was examined under a binocular
microscope  at  x16  magnification  and  the  presence  of  any  plant  remains  or  other
artefacts are noted on Table 4. 

Quantification

D.3.5  For the purpose of  this initial  assessment,  items  such as seeds,  cereal grains and
small  animal  bones have been scanned and recorded qualitatively  according to the
following categories 

# = 1-10, ## = 11-50, ### = 51+ specimens

D.3.6  Items  that  cannot  be  easily  quantified  such  as  charcoal,  magnetic  residues  and
fragmented bone have been scored for abundance

+ = rare, ++ = moderate, +++ = abundant

Results 

D.3.7  The results are recorded on Table 4.

D.3.8  Preservation  is  by  both  charring  and  by  mineralisation.  The  majority  of  the  plant
remains are preserved by carbonisation. Preservation is variable but in the majority of
the samples containing cereals, the grains had become severely puffed and distorted
during  charring  and/or  had  abraded  before  deposition.  Mineralised  remains  include
insect fragments and occasional seeds. Charcoal fragments are present in most of the
samples in varying quantities.

D.3.9  Charred cereal grains are common, occurring in most of the samples. wheat (Triticum
sp.) and barley (Hordeum sp.) predominate with occasional rye (Secale cereale) and
oat (Avena sativa) grains. No chaff elements were noted other than occasional culm
nodes of straw.
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Residue comments

1 4 1 ditch 20 no finds,back boundary 1 0 0 0 0 0 # 0 ++ + Charcoal and  small bones only 0 0 0 0 0
small amount of charcoal, some very 
small fragments of coal not removed

2 88 54 pit 20 poss back yard refuse. Upper fill 2 0 0 0 0 0 # ## +++ ++ Charcoal, small bones and fish scales 0 0 mm # 0
3 67 54 pit 20 poss back yard refuse. Lower fill 2 0 0 0 0 0 # ## ++ + Charcoal, small bones and fish scales # 0 0 0 0
4 69 70 post hole 20 very dark fill - back yard refuse 5 0 0 0 0 0 # ## +++ +++ Charcoal, small bones and fish scales # 0 # # 0 some charcoal
5 81 63 pit 20 charcoal/organic fill of pit 2 0 0 0 0 0 # ## +++ +++ Charcoal and  small bones only 0 0 0 # 0 lots of charcoal
6 84 10 cessy layer 1 0 0 0 0 0 # 0 + + Charcoal only 0 0 0 0 0
7 88 layer 10 cessy layer 1 0 0 0 0 0 # 0 + 0 Charcoal only 0 0 0 0 0

8 30 31 pit 10 brown clay 30 ## 0 # # # # # +++ ++
 Wheat, oat, rye, pea, chickweed seeds, uncharred nettle and 
dead nettle seeds Fish scales and bone, eel vertebra ## 0 mm ##

Fc 
# charcoal

9 36 32 pit 10 charcoal rich feature 30 ## 0 0 0 0 # 0 0 0

Mineralised fly pupae, wheat, oat, barley,Pea, bean, eggshell 
(some burnt), burnt snail, Henbane, black medick, corn gromwell, 
buttercup, brome, cleavers, fat hen, clover, grass seeds ### 0 mm ## 0

lots of charcoal, fe knife and other 
object

10 15 16 pit 10 charcoal rich, no pot 50 ### 0 # ## # # ## +++ +++
Mineralised fly pupae, egg cases and millipede segments, wheat, 
oat, barley, eggshell ## 0 0 # 0 charcoal

11 5 6 pit 10 charcoal rich, no pot 1 # 0 0 0 0 # 0 + + Single charred grain # 0 0 0 0
12 154 156 post hole 20 fill of post-pipe 5 # 0 0 # # # 0 +++ ++ Single charred grain, spores, u/c prunus 0 0 0 0 0
13 157 158 post hole 20 deep medieval posthole 5 # 0 0 # ## 0 0 +++ ++ Fish scales, mineralised millipede segment # # 0 # 0

14 177 178 pit 20
dark grey/green loamy fill. Diesel 
contamination 5 # 0 # # # # 0 +++ ++ Fish scales, few wheat grains ## # 0 # 0  worked bone

15 189 190 pit 20 diesel contamination 10 # 0 # # # # 0 +++ ++ Fish scales, charred nutshell, sedge, rounded wheat # 0 mm # 0

16 152 153 pit 20 medieval pit fill containing lots of daub 10 ## 0 0 0 # ## 0 +++ ++
Fish scales, fly pupae, mineralised seeds, charred wheat, rye and
corncockle # # 0 # 0

17 184 163 pit 10 diesel contamination 1 # 0 0 0 # 0 0 +++ + occasional wheat and barley # # 0 # 0

18 269 271 ditch 20
top fill of ditch. Some diesel 
contamination 1 0 0 0 0 # ## 0 +++ + Fish scales # 0 0 0 0

19 293 294 pit 20 fill of medieval pit 10 ## 0 0 # # # 0 +++ +++ Charred saw-sedge nutlets # # 0 # 0

20 218 pit 20
diesel-contaminated fill of 2 pits 197 
and 198 20 ## 0 # 0 # ## 0 +++ +++ Fish scales, fish bones # # 0 #

fc 
#

21 188 166 pit 20
possible posthole - diesel 
contamination 25 ## 0 0 # # # 0 +++ ++ Fish scales, roots, grass seed # ## mm # 0

22 253 254 pit 20 lower pit fill.diesel contamination 25 ## 0 0 # # ## # +++ +++ wheat, barley, sawsedge leaf, clover 0 ## 0 # 0

23 290 289 pit 20
diesel contamination. Middle fill of 
medieval pit 5 0 0 0 0 # ## 0 ++ + numerous small bobbles of ?vivianite 0 0 mm # 0

24 318 317 pit 20 medieval pit fill 5 # 0 0 # 0 # ## +++ +++ Saw-sedge nutlet # # 0 # 0 glass
25 321 319 pit 20 medieval pit fill 15 ## 0 # # 0 0 ## +++ +++ dock, grass, orache, clover, medick, wheat and barley # # 0 # 0

26 329 327 pit 10 possible well. Peat layer near base
100

0 0 0 ### 0 0 0 +++ +++
No peat – entirely comprised of saw-sedge leaf and nutlets, 
sedges and shoenus # # 0 0 0

27 332 327 pit 20 dump of charcoal in top of pit 40 ## 0 0 0 0 # 0 +++ +++ wheat grains, stinking may weed, saw-sedge leaf and nutlets, # 0 0 # 0

28 333 327 pit 20
fill above charcoal layer 332. Contains 
burnt clay 5 ## 0 0 ## # ## 0 +++ +++ wheat grains,,saw-sedge leaf and outlets, u/c elderberry seeds 0 # 0 # f #

29 334 341 pit 30 12th C pit. Small bones 5 # 0 # # 0 0 ## +++ +++ wheat, peas, vetch ## # 0 # 0

30 349 348 pit 20
Fill of very large pit - poss medieval 
pond/watering hole 10 # 0 # # 0 ## ## +++ +++ wheat, vetch, dock, peas, fishscales – no waterlogging # # 0 # 0

31 377 376 pit 20 burnt fill of shallow pit, no finds 10 ## 0 # # # # 0 +++ +++ culm nodes, saw-sedge, peas # # 0 # 0

32 396 398 pit 10 deposit of mussels 2 ## 0 0 # 0 0 # 0 0 Fish scales 0 #
mm
m 0 0
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D.3.10  Other crop remains include charred peas and beans that occur in a third of the samples
often only as single or partial specimens. 

D.3.11  Weed  seeds  were  common.  Charred  weed  seeds  include  seeds  of  plants  that  are
typically crop contaminants and could have been imported onto the site in semi-cleaned
grain such as corn gromwell (Lithospermum arevense), brome (Bromus sp.), corncockle
(Agrostemma githago) and grass seeds (Poaceae sp.). Wetland plants are represented
by  Henbane  (Hyoscyamus niger), saw-sedge  (Cladium  mariscus)  and  club-rush
(Shoenoplectus sp.).

D.3.12  Other seeds recovered that have a variety of habitats include  orache (Atriplex sp.),
vetch  (Vicia  sp.),  cleavers  (Gallium aparine),  black  medick  (Medicago lupulina),
buttercup (Ranunculus sp.), clover (Trifolium/Medicago sp.) and Fat Hen (Chenopodium
album). These seeds could have derived from plants that were crop weeds or weeds
growing locally around the site.

D.3.13  Four of  the medieval  pit  fills  contain mineralised remains in  the form of  fly pupaea,
mineralised  millipede  segments  and  egg  cases.  Sample  16,  fill  152  also  contains
mineralised seeds that have not been identified. Mineralisation occurs when the organic
content of organisms is replaced by mineral salts, typically calcium phosphate found in
surrounding cessy material.

D.3.14  The residues were rich in  finds.  Small  fragments of  animal  bone are present  in  the
majority of the residues and elements of fish bone and small mammal bones are also
common along with mussel shell  fragments.  Small  sherds of  pottery were recovered
from many of the residues.  

Discussion 

D.3.15  The charred plant  remains  in  these samples  are  dominated  by cereal  grains  which
occur in  the majority of  the samples.  The assemblage indicates that  a full  range of
cereals were utilised including wheat and barley and occasional rye  and oat. The lack
of any chaff elements indicates that the cereals were imported as cleaned grain. Barley
was often used for animal fodder but may have been used for human consumption in
the form of  bread,  soup and was also used for  the brewing of  beer.  No germinated
grains were recovered to suggest brewing activities.   The grains may have then been
accidentally burnt during cooking over open fires prior to being deliberately deposited in
purpose-dug refuse pits. Many of the cereal grains are puffed and distorted suggesting
high temperature and/or repeated burning. 

D.3.16  Other  food  plants  include  peas  and  beans.  Pulses  would  have  been  an  important
dietary constituent but are rarely recovered in large quantities.

D.3.17  All of the pits in the back-yard area contained saw-sedge. Pit  327 contained six fills,
three of which were sampled. Sample 26, (middle fill 332), Sample 27 (lower fill 333)
and  Sample  28  (basal  fill  329).  The  pit  had  been  filled  by  a  series  of  apparently
deliberate dumps of material which includes substantial quantities of burnt saw-sedge.
Sample 28, the lowest fill (329) contained the greatest quantity of this material, the flot
being comprised purely of saw-sedge leaf fragments and nutlets along with occasional
fruits of club-rush. Sample 27, fill 333 also contained a significant quantity of saw-sedge
leaf  fragments  and  nutlets  suggesting  that  these a  deliberate  deposits  of  the  burnt
material. Other pits in the area also contain smaller quantities of saw-sedge.

D.3.18  Saw sedge (also known as Great fen-sedge) is a perennial plant that grows in shallow
water and is most commonly found in the fenlands of East Anglia (Rowell, 1986). Saw
sedge was commonly used for thatching being particularly suitable for this use due to
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the flexibility and length of its narrow triangular stems. In the East Anglian fens, Saw
sedge is recorded to have been harvested annually for thatching since at least 1414.

D.3.19  The other documented use of saw-sedge is as kindling/fuel. It appears to have been
particularly  chosen  as  fuel  for  bread  ovens  in  the  Cambridgeshire  colleges  in  the
seventeenth century. Rowell also suggests that saw-sedge litter was used as a floor
covering.

D.3.20  The  samples  from contexts  67  and  68  were  taken from a  feature  that  was  initially
interpreted as a well.  The results of  sampling refute this  interpretation,  as it  did not
contain any macrofossils that had been preserved by waterlogging.

D.3.21  The layer  84 (equivalent  to  88)  seems to be solely comprised of  charcoal,  perhaps
representing a localised burning event.

D.3.22  The samples from the back yard area are devoid of food plants but do contain general
refuse. The paucity of plant remains in the back yard samples suggests that this method
of rubbish disposal was effective although the presence of rodents would have been
inevitable.  It  would appear that  the food and other waste was deliberately buried in
deep purpose-dug pits in an attempt to keep the area clean. 

D.3.23  The presence of Mussel (Mytilus edulis) shell, eel vertebra and the remains of bony fish
show that both marine and freshwater resources were exploited.

Conclusions

D.3.24  In summary, the plant remains recovered from this site are dominated by crop plants,
both cereals and legumes, along with other dietary refuse in the form of mussel shells.
The variability of the preservation within the refuse pits indicates that the majority of
these features  contain  the remains  of  several  depositional  events.  The presence of
mineralised remains in some of the samples could suggest the presence of cess or may
simply  indicate  decomposing  domestic  waste. There  is  substantial  evidence  for  the
exploitation of local fenland resources.

D.3.25  This assemblage is typical for the period and area within Huntingdon as has been seen
in adjacent excavations and slightly further afield such as The Old Music and Drama
site (Gilmour, 2009) and Model Laundry (Clarke, 2005) sites. It is not considered that
further work on this assemblage would add to these interpretations. 
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Figure 1: Site location with excavation area outlined red
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Figure 2: Excavation plan

See inset
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Figure 3: Site plan showing feature groups
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Plate 2: Pit 327 from the west

Plate 1: View of site from the north-east corner

© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 1232



Di rec to r : G i l l H e y , B A P h D F S A M C I F A

Oxfo rd A rchaeo logy L td i s a

P r i va te L im i ted Company , N o : 1618597

and a Reg i s te red Char i t y , N o : 285627

OA Nor th
Mi l l 3
Moor Lane
Lancas te r LA1 1QD

t : +44 ( 0 ) 1524  541 000
f : +44 ( 0 ) 1524  848 606
e : oanor th@ox fo rdarchaeo logy .com
w:h t tp : / /ox fo rda rchaeo logy .com

Head Of f ice/Reg i s te red O f f ice/
OA Sou th

Janus House
Osney Mead
Oxfo rd OX2 0ES

t : +44 ( 0 ) 1865  263 800
f : +44  ( 0 )1865  793 496
e : i n fo@ox fo rdarchaeo logy .com
w:h t tp : / /ox fo rda rchaeo logy .com 

OA Eas t

15 Tra fa lga r Way
Bar H i l l
Cambr idgesh i re
CB23 8SQ

t : +44 (0 )1223  850500
e : oaeas t@ox fo rda rchaeo logy .com
w:h t tp : / /ox fo rda rchaeo logy .com


	1 Introduction
	1.1 Location and scope of work
	1.1.1 An archaeological excavation was conducted at the former bus depot, Stukeley Road, Huntingdon.
	1.1.2 This archaeological excavation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by Andy Thomas of Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC; Planning Application 0402816OUT), supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East.
	1.1.3 The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with the guidelines set out in Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment (Department for Communities and Local Government 2010). The results will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority, with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found.
	1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate county stores in due course.

	1.2 Geology and topography
	1.2.1 The site lies on Oxford Clays, overlain in places by terrace gravels (British Geological Survey 1970). Barracks Brook runs north to south 50m to the west of the development plot. This brook flows into the river Great Ouse 1km to the south. The ground level on site lay at 12.97m OD, although a significant amount of made ground, consisting primarily of concrete and hard-core was recorded. The ground sloped gradually downwards from north-east to south west, the natural deposits falling by 1m.

	1.3 Archaeological and historical background
	1.3.1 There has been very little prehistoric activity recorded in the vicinity of the site. There have been several prehistoric finds within Huntingdon, mainly dating from the Later Neolithic onwards (Abrams 2000). These finds may be related to the communities using the ceremonial complex at Rectory Farm, Godmanchester 1.5km south-east of the development area (Hinman and Kenney.1998)
	1.3.2 Known Roman remains around Huntingdon mostly relate to the Roman settlement of Godmanchester which is located south of the River Ouse crossing. Roman activity in the vicinity of the site is evidenced primarily by the course of Ermine Street that follows the current line of Stukeley road. This runs south-east to north-west along one edge of the current development plot. Excavations at Stanton Butts, immediately to the north of this plot uncovered the remains of a 'V' shaped ditch, dated to the Roman period, that was interpreted as the roadside ditch (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming).
	1.3.3 The location of a possible Late Iron Age and Roman settlement was uncovered 750m to the east at Mill Common (Cooper and Spoerry 2000) but no evidence of settlement has been found in the immediate vicinity of the site; however finds such as a bronze key (HER 02613) attest to Roman activity in the area.
	1.3.4 The site lies outside of the medieval town of Huntingdon, between St Margaret’s leper hospital, some 600m to the north (SMR 6918 and Mitchell 1993) and the church or chapel of St Peter, which lay 200m south of the excavation site (Page et al 1932). The location of this church is uncertain and it may well be that there was little occupation north of the site of St Andrew’s church and the town ditch, a further 300m to the south of the investigation site.
	1.3.5 However, excavations at Stanton Butts to the north (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming: 18) and on land adjacent to the railway to the south (House 2008) recorded evidence for road side structures and increased industrial activity dating to the medieval period. This would suggest that during the 12th and 13th centuries activity and settlement began to spread out of the town along Ermine Street; one of the main north south roads in the country.
	1.3.6 Up until the 14th century Huntingdon was a successful town. Its strategic location at the meeting point of two major trade routes, Ermine Street and the River Ouse, had afforded it much of its prosperity and status as a local administrative centre.
	1.3.7 In 1174 it lost its Royal castle and subsequently suffered market competition from St Ives, a newly-founded market centre located five miles downstream, and site of what was to become one of medieval England's most important international fairs. This was offset when the town gained legal right to tolls on goods coming into St Ives and by the early 14th century Huntingdon had sixteen churches, two priories, a friary and three hospitals; supposed hallmarks of a thriving centre.
	1.3.8 However, during the late 13th and 14th centuries the town entered decline and there are numerous references to disputes between the borough and landowners restricting river flow and riverine access further downstream. In addition, the construction of a bridge downstream at St Ives and the demise of St Ives’ fair all weakened the local economy. These unfortunate circumstances were compounded by countrywide overpopulation and several years of failed harvests, followed by several waves of plague. It seems that there was a particularly severe visitation of the Black Death to Huntingdon itself, and the shortage of people and parlous state of local finances is regularly attested to in 14th and 15th century documents. Six of the towns churches are not mentioned in documents after the mid 14th century and by the 16th century only four were still functioning: St Mary’s, All Saints, St Benedict’s and St John’s. Archaeological investigations within the town suggest that occupation inside the town ditch may have been rather piecemeal after the 13th century.

	1.4 Acknowledgements
	1.4.1 The author would like to thank Camvil Ltd. who commissioned and funded the work. The project was managed by James Drummond-Murray. Nick Gilmour directed the fieldwork, with the assistance of Rob Atkins, John Diffey, Chris Faine, Steve Graham and Julian Newman. The excavation was monitored for Cambridgeshire County Council by Andy Thomas.


	2 Aims and Methodology
	2.1 Aims
	2.1.1 The objective of this excavation was to determine as far as reasonably possible the presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area and preserve these remains by record.
	2.1.2 In addition a number of site specific research aims and objectives were identified, these are listed below.
	2.1.3 To investigate the evidence for Roman activity and it's relationship to the line of Ermine Street, forming the eastern boundary of the site.
	2.1.4 In particular to establish whether there is any evidence for the road itself, the roadside ditch and any roadside activity.
	2.1.5 To Investigate the evidence for the layout and development of medieval settlement in the area, and characterise this evidence with reference to the previous excavations to the north (HER16823) and to the medieval town of Huntingdon to the south.
	2.1.6 The evaluation produced evidence for medieval structures alongside the road. The excavation will aim to determine the nature, date and duration of occupation of these structures and any associated (backyard?) activities.
	2.1.7 Using the spectrum of environmental techniques appropriate for this aspect of investigation, an attempt will be made to model the landscape and its transformation brought about by the settlements inhabitants and due to natural events.
	2.1.8 The samples from the evaluation produced mixed results but the excavation should provide evidence on domestic activity and refuse disposal from traditional medieval dwellings.

	2.2 Methodology
	2.2.1 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a tracked 13 ton 360 excavator using a toothless ditching bucket.
	2.2.2 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which were obviously modern.
	2.2.3 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.
	2.2.4 Environmental samples were taken from any features which contained a significant quantity of charcoal. Basal fills of deep pits were also sampled, to check for waterlogged deposits. In addition several structural features were sampled. Bulk soil samples could not be taken from some features on site, due to the presence of hydrocarbon contamination.
	2.2.5 Site conditions were generally good, although occasional rain and a high water table sometimes hampered excavation. The presence of hydrocarbon contamination also prevented the excavation of some features to their base.


	3 Results
	3.1 Introduction
	3.1.1 Although there are stratigraphic relationships between features, the pottery recovered from this site shows that it was occupied for a relatively short period of time. The results are therefore presented as a single phase of activity, by feature type; structural features, layers, pits and ditches.
	3.1.2 Features identified during the evaluation of the site (Rees 2009) have been included here, where relevant. Some of these features have been re-interpreted in light of the additional information gained from excavation.

	3.2 Structural Features
	3.2.1 Postholes 10 (filled by 9), 12 (filled by 11) and 14 (filled by 13) were sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and concave bases and formed an approximate line, aligned north-west to south-east. They were up to 0.49m in diameter and between 0.20m and 0.30m in depth and filled by a mid yellowish brown, silty sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.2 Posthole 160 (filled by 181) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a gently sloping base and appeared to truncate posthole 162. It had a maximum width of 1.01m and depth of 0.18m and its fill, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, contained animal bone.
	3.2.3 Posthole 161 (filled by 183) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a gently curving base. It had a diameter of 0.34m and a depth of 0.24m. Its fill was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.
	3.2.4 Posthole 162 (filled by 182) was truncated by posthole 160 and was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.28m and a depth of 0.16m. Its fill was very similar to 183 and it too contained no finds.
	3.2.5 Posthole 163 (filled by 184) was sub-circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a concave base. It was 0.72m long, 0.36m wide and 0.11m deep with a very similar fill to 183. Its shape in plan suggested that it may represent more that one feature.
	3.2.6 Posthole 165 (filled by 187) was circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.53m and a depth of 0.10m. A single pale greyish brown, clayey sand fill, containing no finds was recorded.
	3.2.7 Posthole 166 (filled by 188) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.74m and a depth of 0.36m. A single fill was recorded that comprised a mid-dark greyish brown, clayey sand, containing animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. This feature cut posthole 165.
	3.2.8 Postholes 196 (filled by 217), 197 (filled by 218), 198 (filled by 218), and 199 (filled by 219) formed a small inter-cutting group. Posthole 196 was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a gently curving base. It had a diameter of 0.43m and a depth of 0.24m. It was filled by 217, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds. Posthole 197 was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a maximum width of 0.60m and a depth of 0.40m. It was filled by 218, a dark greyish black, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Posthole 197 was cut by Posthole 195. Posthole 198 was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a sloping base. It was also filled by 218 and was only distinguishable as a separate feature by the profile. Posthole 199 was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a sloping base. It had a maximum width of 0.80m and depth of 0.24m. It was filled by 219, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.9 Posthole 233 (filled by 238) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.38m and a depth of 0.22m. It was filled by 238, a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.10 Pit 254 (filled by 252 and 253) was sub-circular in plan, with very steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It was 1.05m long, 0.60m wide and 0.49m deep. The basal fill, 253, was a dark greyish black, clayey sand, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 252, was a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.11 Posthole 256 (filled by 255) was circular in plan, with very steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.34m and a depth of 0.37m. It was filled by 255, a dark greyish black, clayey sand, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Posthole 256 cut pit 254, it is possible that Pit 254 represented a posthole, with Posthole 256 being a post-pipe.
	3.2.12 Posthole 266 (filled by 274) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.40m and a depth of 0.14m (Fig. 3). It was filled by 274, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone. Posthole 266 appeared to cut Beamslot 164 (see below) but this relationship was uncertain.
	3.2.13 Posthole 273 (filled by 272) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.30m and a depth of 0.09m. It was filled by 272, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.
	3.2.14 Posthole 292 (filled by 291) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a gently curving base. It had a diameter of 0.20m and a depth of 0.11m. It was filled by 291, a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.
	3.2.15 Posthole 316 (filled by 315) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides ans a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.55m and a depth of 0.26m. It was filled by 315, a pale-mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds (Fig. 3).
	3.2.16 Posthole 359 (filled by 358) was sub-circular in plan, with near vertical sides and a flat base. It was 0.90m long, 0.50m wide and 0.44m deep. It was filled by 258, a dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.17 Posthole 361 (filled by 360) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.40m and a depth of 0.08m. It was filled by 360, a dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 11th to 12th century date.
	3.2.18 Beamslot 18 (18 filled by 17, 159 filled by 179 and 180, 210 filled by 220) ran on a north-east to south-west alignment. It had vertical sides and a flat base. It was a total of 13.20m in length, with a maximum width of 0.56m and depth of 0.28m. It was filled by a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 11th to mid 12th century date. In one slot, a lower fill, 180, was identified, this was a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds. Beamslot 18 cut Beamslot 208 (see below).
	3.2.19 Beamslot 167 (filled by 185) ran on an east to west alignment. It was truncated to the west by modern disturbance and continued out of the excavated area to the east. It was recorded for a length of 1.16m, with a width of 0.39m and depth of 0.10m. It was filled by 185, a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.
	3.2.20 Beamslot 164 (164 filled by 186, 267 filled by 275) ran on a north-east to south-west alignment, to the north of and parallel to Beamslot 18. It had steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It was a total of 4.05m in length, with a maximum width of 0.25m and depth of 0.20m. It was filled by a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Beamslot 164 cut Posthole 165.
	3.2.21 Possible Beamslot 208 (208 filled by 221, 222 and 224, 232 filled by 235 and 236) ran parallel to Beamslot 18, and cut across it. It had very steeply sloping sides and a gently curving base. It had a maximum width of 0.75m and depth of 0.58m. The basal fill, 222 (same as 224 and 236) was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date. The upper fill, 221 (same as 235) was a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Beamslot 208 cut Posthole 292.
	3.2.22 Possible Beamslot 209 (209 filled by 223, 225 and 226, 231 filled by 237) ran parallel to Beamslot 208 and appeared to cut across it. It had steeply sloping sides and a flat base (Fig. 3). It was up to 0.85m wide and 0.56m deep. The basal fill 225 (same as 237) was a dark greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th century date. Above this was fill 223, a pale greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 226, was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained no finds.
	3.2.23 Postholes 259 (filled by 258), 261 (filled by 260) and 263 (filled by 262) were located adjacent to each other in a line running north to south. Posthole 259 was circular in plan, with near vertical sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.30m and a depth of 0.25m. It was filled by 258, a dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained no finds. Posthole 261, was circular in plan, with a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.50m and a depth of 0.28m. It was filled by 260, a mid orangey brown, clayey loam, which contained no finds. Posthole 263 was circular in plan, with near vertical sides and a concave base. It was filled by 262, a dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of Medieval date. Posthole 261 was cut by postholes 259 and 263.
	3.2.24 Posthole 336 (filled by 335) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.70m and a depth of 0.20m. It was filled by 335, a dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and burnt stone.
	3.2.25 Posthole 355 (filled by 354) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.25m and a depth of 0.14m. It was filled by 354, a mid brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained pottery of mid 9th to mid 12th century date.
	3.2.26 Beamslot 357 (filled by 356) ran on a north-east to south-west alignment. It had steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It was 0.25m wide and 0.08m deep. It was filled by 356, a mid brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Beamslot 357 appeared to be contemporary with Posthole 355, as they had identical fills.
	3.2.27 Posthole 23 (filled by 22) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base. It had a length of 0.35m, a width of 0.28m and a depth of 0.25m. It was filled by 22, a mid brownish yellow, silty clay, which contained no finds.
	3.2.28 Posthole 25 (filled by 24) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base. It had a length of 0.40m, a width of 0.36m and a depth of 0.09m. It was filled by 24, a mid greyish brown silt, which contained no finds.
	3.2.29 Posthole 27 (filled by 26) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base. It had a length of 0.33m, a width of 0.32m and a depth of 0.22m. It was filled by 26, a mid yellowish brown silt, which contained no finds.
	3.2.30 Posthole 37 (filled by 36) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.50m and a depth of 0.26m. It was filled by 36, a dark greyish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds.
	3.2.31 Posthole 39 (filled by 38) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base. It had a length of 0.34m, a width of 0.32m and a depth of 0.19m. It was filled by 38, a mid yellowish brown, clayey silt,which contained animal bone.
	3.2.32 Posthole 47 (filled by 46) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.44m and a depth of 0.22m. It was filled by 46, a mid brownish yellow, clayey silty, which contained no finds.
	3.2.33 Posthole 93 (filled by 92) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.50m and a depth of 0.10m. It was filled by 92, a mid greyish brown, silty clay, which contained pottery of mid to late 12th century date.
	3.2.34 Posthole 95 (filled by 94) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.65m and a depth of 0.18m. It was filled by 94, a mid greyish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds.
	3.2.35 Pit 29 (filled by 28) was sub-rectangular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It was 1.05m long and 0.35m deep. It was filled by 28, a mid greyish brown silt, winch contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.36 Beamslot 33 (filled by 32) ran for 0.72m on a north-east to south-west orientation. It was identified in the evaluation, but not in the excavation, due to modern disturbance in the area. It was 0.24m wide ad 0.40m deep. It was filled by 32, a mid greyish brown silt, which contained animal bone. Beamslot 33 was cut by Pit 31 (see pit group 4 below).
	3.2.37 Beamslot 41 (filled by 40) ran in a north-east to south-west direction. It was 1.50m long, 0.22m wide and 0.17m deep. It had vertical sides and a flat base. It was filled by 40, a pale greyish brown silt, which contained animal bone. Beamslot 41 may have been cut by Posthole 39, however their fills were so similar that they may be contemporary.
	3.2.38 Posthole 156 (filled by 154 and 155) was circular in plan, with near vertical sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.44m and a depth of 0.26m. The basal fill, 155, was a mid greyish brown, clayey loam, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 154, was a mid-dark brownish grey,clayey loam, which contained animal bone, fired clay and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Fill 154 may represent the fill of a postpipe.
	3.2.39 Posthole 158 (filled by 157) was circular in plan, with vertical sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.58m and a depth of 0.60m. It was filled by 157, a dark brownish grey, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.40 Posthole 193 (filled by 192) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.28m and a depth of 0.08m. It was filled by 192, a mid-dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained no finds.
	3.2.41 Postholes 212 (filled by 211), 214 (filled by 213) and 216 (filled by 215) formed a small inter-cutting group. Posthole 212 was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.96m and a depth of 0.30m. It was filled by 211, a dark brownish grey, silty loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Posthole 214 was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.94m and a depth of 0.36m. It was filled by 213, a dark brownish grey, silty loam, which contained animal bone, shell, fired clay and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Posthole 214 cut Posthole 212. Posthole 216 was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It was filled by 215, a dark-mid brownish grey silty loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Posthole 216 appeared to cut Posthole 214.
	3.2.42 Posthole 277 (filled by 278, 279 and 280) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It was 1.42m long, 0.80m wide and 0.35m deep. The basal fill, 278, was a dark blueish black, silty sand, which contained no finds. Above this was fill 280, a dark brownish grey, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 9th to mid 12th century date. The upper fill, 280, was a dark brownish grey, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.43 Posthole 281 (filled by 282 and 283) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a length of 0.90m, a width of 0.60m and a depth of 0.28m. The basal fill, 282, was a mid brownish grey, sandy silt, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. The upper fill, 283, was a mid brownish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Posthole 281 cut Posthole 277.
	3.2.44 Posthole 296 (filled by 295) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.44m and a depth of 0.16m. It was filled by 295, a mid greyish brown, clayey loam, which contained no finds.
	3.2.45 Posthole 298 (filled by 297) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.42m and a depth of 0.08m. It was filled by 297, a mid greyish brown, clayey loam, which contained animal bone.
	3.2.46 Posthole 308 (filled by 309) was circular in plan, with moderately steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.30m and a depth of 0.13m. It was filled by 309, a mid-dark greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.2.47 Pit 306 (filled by 307) was oval in plan, with gently sloping sides and a concave base. It was 1.30m long, 0.70m wide and 0.14m deep. It was filled by 307, a mid-dark brownish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Pit 306 was cut by Posthole 308 and cut Ditch 151 (see below).

	3.3 Layers
	3.3.1 Layer 257 (same as 334) was located in the area adjacent to an overlapping Structural Group 2. It was a mid-dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone, pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date, an iron knife tang with part of the bone handle attached and two fragment of iron fibre processing spikes. The layer was 4.26m long and 4.16m wide.

	3.4 Pits
	3.4.1 A series of pits were identified across the site. These have been grouped by their location and morphology.
	3.4.2 This group of pits were locate towards the north-west corner of the site. They vary in shape and size, but all relate to back yard activity.
	3.4.3 Pit 289 (filled by 290, 301 and 302) was located against the northern edge of excavation and continued outside the excavated area. It was sub-rectangular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a maximum width of 2.0m and depth of 0.85m. It was filled by silty clays, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7).
	3.4.4 Pit 294 (filled by 293) was circular in plan, with near vertical sites and a flat base. It had a diameter of 1.40m and a depth of 0.42m, It was filled by 293, a dark brownish grey clayey loam, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7).
	3.4.5 Pit 317 (filled by 318) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.90m and a depth of 0.16m. It was filled by 318, a pale greyish brown sandy silt which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.6 Pit 319 (filled by 320 and 321) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.90m and a depth of 0.40m. The primary fill, 320, was a dark bluish grey clayey silt, which contained pottery of mid 13th to mid 14th century date. The upper fill, 321, was a pale blueish grey silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7). Pit 319 cut Pit 317.
	3.4.7 Pit 327 (filled by 328, 329, 330, 331, 332 and 333) was oval in plan, with vertical sides and a flat base. It was 1.15m long, 0.60m wide and 0.83m deep. It was filled by a series of apparently deliberate dumps of material. The primary fill, 328, was a 0.20m deep, mid-pale grey, sandy clay which contained no finds. Above this was fill 329, a 0.08m thick, black charcoal rich silt, which contained no finds. The next fill, 330, was a mid-pale grey sandy clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Above this was fill 331, a mid greyish yellow, sandy silt, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Above this was fill 332, a 0.08m thick, black charcoal rich silt, which contained pottery of mid 11th to mid 14th century date. The final fill, 333, was a 0.15m thick, mid-dark grey, clayey silt, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7).
	3.4.8 Pit 338 (filled by 337) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a length of 1.10m, a width of 0.65m and a depth of 0.30m. It was filled by 337, a mid greyish brown silty loam, which contained animal bone.
	3.4.9 Pit 341 (filled by 340 and 339) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a slightly rounded base. It had a diameter of 2.70m and a depth of 1.90m. It was filled by silty loams which contained animal bone. In addition, the upper fill, 339, contained pottery of mid 11th to 12th century date, while the basal fill, 340, contained pottery of mid 9th to mid 12th century date (Fig. 7).
	3.4.10 Pit 364 (364 filled by 365 and 399 filled by 400 and 401) was sub-rectangular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It was 2.10m long, 1.0m wide and 0.60m deep. The basal fill, 400, was a mid greenish grey, silty clay, which contained fired clay fragments. The upper fill, 365 (same as 401) was a dark brownish grey clayey silt which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7).
	3.4.11 Pit 369 (filled by 366, 367 and 368) was oval in plan, with very steeply sloping sides and a slightly rounded base (Fig. 3). It had a length on 2.30m, a width of 1.80m and a depth of 1.24m. It was filled by clayey loams, which contained animal bone, shell, and pottery of 10th to 12th century date (Fig. 7).
	3.4.12 Pit 378 (filled by 379 and 377) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a maximum width of 0.80m and depth of 0.39m. The basal fill, 379, was a pale blueish grey silty clay, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 377, was a dark yellowish grey, sandy clay, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7).
	3.4.13 Pit 380 (filled by 381 and 382) was sub-circular in plan, with very steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a maximum width of 1.60m and a depth of 0.46m. The basal fill, 381, was a dark blueish grey, clayey silt, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 382, was a mid brownish grey, sandy silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7).
	3.4.14 Post hole 384 (filled by 383) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.30m and a depth of 0.06m. It was filled by 383, a pale greyish brown sandy silt, which contained no finds.
	3.4.15 Pit 388 (filled by 385, 386 and 387) was sub-rectangular in plan, with very steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It was 3.50m long, 1.17m wide and 0.68m deep. It was filled by silty loams, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 11th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.16 Pit 391 (filled by 389 and 390) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base (Fig. 3). It had a diameter of 1.86m and a depth of 1.20m. The primary fill, 390, was a mid-dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7). The upper fill, 389, was dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date. Pit 391 cut Pit 399.
	3.4.17 Pit 398 (filled by 396 and 397) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 2.30m and a depth of 0.48m. It was filled by clayey loams, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 7). Pit 398 cut pit 396.
	3.4.18 Pit 402 (filled by 403) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a maximum width of 0.75m and a depth of 0.11m. It was filled by 403, a pale greyish brown, sandy clay, which contained no finds.
	3.4.19 This group of inter-cutting pits were located towards the south-west corner of the site.
	3.4.20 Pit 247 (filled by 248 and 246) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a maximum width of 1.0m and a depth of 0.29m. It was filled by silty sands which contained no finds. It was cut by ditch 234 and cut pit 251.
	3.4.21 Pit 251 (filled by 250) was sub circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a concave base. It had a maximum width of 1.20m and depth of 0.40m, although it was severely truncated by Ditch 234. Pit 251 was filled by 250, a dark blackish grey clayey sand, which contained no finds.
	3.4.22 Pit 392 (filled by 395, 404 and 407) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 4.30m and a depth of 1.20m. The basal fill, 407, was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Above this was fill 404, a dark greyish black, clayey silt, which contained no finds. The final fill, 395, was a mid greyish brown, clayey sand, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date. Pit 392 cut Pits 393 and 394.
	3.4.23 Pit 393 (filled by 405 and 408) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 1.98m and a depth of 0.62m. The basal fill, 405, was a mid greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date. The upper fill, 408, was a dark brownish yellow, clayey sand, which contained no finds. Pit 393 was cut by Pit 392.
	3.4.24 Pit 394 (filled by 406) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 2.90m and a depth of 0.81m. It was filled by 406, a mid greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone, pottery of mid 11th to 12th century date and a chalk spindle whorl (App. C.2).
	3.4.25 Pit 54 (filled by 67 and 68) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides. It had a diameter of 2m. It was excavated to a depth of 0.5m before the water table stopped excavation, an auger investigation showed that the fills continued for at least another 0.63m. The lower fill, 67, was a pale reddish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 68, was a dark greyish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).
	3.4.26 Pit 63 (filled by 80, 81, 82, 83 and 84) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.90m and a depth of 0.60m. The basal fill, 84, was a mid greenish brown, clayey silt, which contained no finds. Above this was 82, a mid orangey brown, sandy clay, which contained no finds. Above this was 83, a mid yellowish grey, sandy clay, which contained no finds. Above this was 81, a dark brownish grey, silty clay, which contained frequent charcoal inclusions and no finds. The upper fill, 80, was a mid greyish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).
	3.4.27 Pit 70 (filled by 69) was sub-circular in plan, with vertical sides and a concave base, it had a diameter of 0.60m and a depth of 0.50m. It was filled by 69, a dark blueish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8). Pit 70, cut Pit 54 and Pit 72.
	3.4.28 Pit 72 (filled by 71) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 1.28m and a depth of 0.28m. It was filled by 71, a mid yellowish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds. Pit 72 was cut by Pit 70.
	3.4.29 Pit 74 (filled by 73) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a maximum width of 0.70m and depth of 0.40m. It was filled by 73, a dark bluish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 11th to 12th century date (Fig. 8).
	3.4.30 Pit 241 (filled by 240) was circular in plan, with near vertical sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 1.60m and a depth of 0.35m. It was filled by 240, a dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone, shell, pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8) and a re-used pottery spindle whorl (App. C.2).
	3.4.31 Pit 265 (filled by 264 and 286) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 1.88m and a depth of 0.56m. The basal fill, 286, was a mid-dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone. The upper fill, 264, was a mid greyish brown, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).
	3.4.32 Pit 288 (filled by 287) was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.80m and a depth of 0.14m. It was filled by 287, a mid brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone and pottery of 12th century date (Fig.8). Pit 288 was cut by Pit 265.
	3.4.33 Pit 344 (filled by 345) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a length of 1.05m, a width of 0.63m and a depth of 0.36m. It was filled by 345, a mid-dark brownish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).
	3.4.34 Pit 346 (filled by 347) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a maximum width of 2.20m and depth of 0.41m. It was filled by 347, a mid brownish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.35 Pit 348 (348 filled by 349 and 362, 350 filled by 351 and 363) was sub-circular in plan, with a length on 4.15m, a width of 2.30m and a depth of 0.51m. The basal fill, 362 (same as 363) was a dark bluish grey, silty clay, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 349 (same as 351) was a mid brownish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 8).
	3.4.36 Pit 352 (filled by 353) was sub-circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a length of 2.15m, a width of 0.79m and a depth of 0.25m. It was filled by 353, a dark blueish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 11th to 12th century date (Fig. 8).
	3.4.37 Pit 31 (filled by 30) was sub-rectangular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat base. It had a length of 2.12m, a width of 1.50m and a depth of 0.38m. It was filled by 30, a mid greyish brown silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.38 Pit 178 (filled by 177) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat base. It had a maximum width of 2.20m and depth of 0.45m. It was filled by 177, a dark greyish black, clayey silt, which contained bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.39 Pit 201 (filled by 200) was sub-circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a flat base. It had a maximum width of 1.30m and depth of 0.10m. It was filled by 200, a mid greyish brown, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.40 Pit 207 (filled by 202, 203, 204, 205 and 206) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a depth of 0.60m and a maximum width of 0.60m, although it did continue out of the excavated area. The basal fill, 206, was a mid greenish brown, silty clay, which contained no finds. Above this was fill 205, a dark grey, silty clay, which contained no finds. Above this was a small lens of material, 204, which was a dark blackish brown silt, which contained muscle shells. Above this was 203, a mid-pale brown, silty sand, which contained no finds. The final fill, 202, was a dark grey, silty clay, which contained animal bone and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date. Pit 207 was cut by Pit 201.
	3.4.41 Pit 168 (filled by 169, 170 and 171) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a length on 3.0m, a width of 2.50m and a depth of 0.67m. The basal fill, 169, was a dark greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Above this was 170, a mid orangey yellow, silty clay, which contained no finds. The final fill, 171, was a mid brown, sandy silt, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 9).
	3.4.42 Pit 172 (filled by 173) was sub-circular in plan, with stepped sides and a flat base. It was 1.32m long, 1.10m wide and 0.45m deep. It was filled by 173, a mid-pale yellowish grey, clayey silt, which contained no finds.
	3.4.43 Pit 174 (filled by 175 and 176) was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a flat base. It was 1.10m long, 0.85m wide and 0.39m deep. The basal fill, 175, was a very dark blueish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 9). The upper fill, 176, was a dark greyish brown, sandy silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Pit 174 cut Pit 172.
	3.4.44 Pit 228 (228 filled by 229 and 230, 268 filled by 276) was oval in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. The basal fill, 229, was a dark brownish grey, clayey silt, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date (Fig. 9). The upper fill, 230 (same as 276), was a mid brown, sandy silt, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.45 Pit 6 (filled by 5) was sub-circular in plan with concave sides and a concave base. It was filled by 5, a mid brownish grey, silty clay, which contained a small quantity of animal bone.
	3.4.46 Pit 16 (filled by 15) was located against the eastern edge of excavation and continued outside of the area investigated. It was circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a concave base. It was filled by 15, a mid greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of 13th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.47 Pit 20 (filled by 19) was located close to the street frontage and excavated during the evaluation. It was circular in plan, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.52m and a depth of 0.20m. It was filled by 19, a dark greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of 14th to 15th century date.
	3.4.48 Pit 35 (35 filled by 34, 190 filled by 189 and 191) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. It had a diameter of 0.50m and a depth of 0.50m. The basal fill, 189, was a dark grey, silty clay, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. The upper fill, 34 (same as 191) was a dark yellowish brown, silty clay, which contained pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.49 Pit 153 (filled by 152) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 1.40m and a depth of 0.18m. It was filled by 152, a dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained daub and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date. Pit 153 cut Ditch 151 (see below) and was cut by Posthole 193 (see Structural Group 4 above).
	3.4.50 Pit 314 (filled by 313) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 1.08m and a depth of 0.35m. It was filled by 313, a dark brownish grey, clayey loam, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.4.51 Pit 374 (filled by 375) was irregular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a length of 1.6m, a width of 1.0m and a depth of 0.37m. It was filled by 375, a dark greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone, shell and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

	3.5 Ditches
	3.5.1 It is possible that these ditches represent a slightly later formalising of the site boundaries as they do cut some of the pits. However, the pottery they contain is of a very similar date to that recovered from these pits.
	3.5.2 Ditch 1 (filled by 2, 3 and 4) ran on a north-west to south-east alignment along the western edge of excavation. It was identified in the evaluation, but due to flooding could not be recorded during the excavation. It had convex sides and a V shaped base. It was 2.20m wide and 0.98m deep. The basal fill, 2, was a mid brownish grey, silty clay, which contained no finds, above this was 3, a mid brownish grey, silty clay, which contained no finds. The upper fill, 4, was a mid brownish grey, silty clay, which contained a small amount of animal bone.
	3.5.3 Ditch 151 (151 filled by 150, 195 filled by 194, 300 filled by 299, 303 filled by 304 and 305, 312 filled by 311 and 370 filled by 371) ran on a north-east to south-west alignment along the northern edge of excavation. It had a maximum width of 1.07m and depth of 0.43m. It had steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It was filled by silty loams, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.
	3.5.4 Ditch 234 (234 filled by 244, 245, 271 filled by 269, 270 (Fig. 3), 326 filled by 325 and 343 filled by 342) ran on a north-west to south-east orientation, parallel to Stukeley Road. It was up to 1.3m wide and 0.45m deep, with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It was filled by silty sands, which contained pottery of 12th - 14th Century date. The upper fill 244 contained pottery that may be of a later date of 13th - 15th century. A near complete horse skeleton, 227, was also recovered from this upper fill. Ditch 234 cut pits 247 and 251.
	3.5.5 Ditch 324 (filled by 322 and 323) ran along the southern edge of excavation, perpendicular to Ditch 234, at no point was the full width of the ditch visible. Ditch 324 did not continue past Ditch 234 and was almost certainly contemporary with it. Ditch 324 was excavated to a maximum width of 0.50m and depth of 0.70m. It was filled by silty clays, which contained bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

	3.6 Natural Features
	3.6.1 Tree bowl 242 (filled by 243) was irregular in plan, with irregular sides and a concave base. It was 0.76m long, 0.55m wide and 0.30m deep. It was filled by 253, a mid greyish brown, clayey silt, which contained animal bone and pottery of mid 12th to mid 14th century date.

	3.7 Finds Summary
	3.7.1 A large proportion of this small assemblage consists of objects associated with textile manufacture. Most are iron spikes from wool-combs; used to tease out the fibres of shorn fleeces before they were spun into thread. Spikes such as these are often found in Saxo-Norman and medieval urban contexts, where they represent the first stage in the conversion of shorn fleeces into woollen cloth.
	3.7.2 A small tanged iron knife (SF 15) and a tang from a larger knife both came from posthole 37. A third knife is represented by a tang that is still fixed in a plain tubular bone handle from layer 257 (SF 3).
	3.7.3 Two spindle whorls were recovered during excavations; the first was a re-used pot sherd from the fill of pit 241, the second came from the fill of pit 394. Spindle whorls such as these are often found in Medieval urban contexts and are associated with textile manufacture.
	3.7.4 The excavation produced a moderate sized pottery assemblage of 913 sherds, weighing 11.667kg including unstratified material. This total includes a single prehistoric sherd weighing 0.002kg and three abraded Roman sherds weighing 0.030kg, recovered as a residual element from medieval and subsoil contexts. Three Middle Saxon sherds were also recovered from medieval contexts; Middle Saxon pottery is an uncommon find in Huntingdon assemblages.
	3.7.5 The majority of the assemblage dates to the mid 12th-mid 14th century. There is however a Late Saxon-early medieval element within the assemblage indicating some domestic activity from that period on or close to the site.

	3.8 Environmental Summary
	3.8.1 A total of 17kg of faunal material was recovered from the excavations. This comprised 401 fragments of animal bone, with 186 identifiable to species. In terms of species and body part distribution the assemblage follows patterns seen in other Medieval samples from Huntingdon and elsewhere in East Anglia.
	3.8.2 The faunal remains represent initial processing of whole animals, with individual elements then being taken elsewhere for secondary butchery or crafts such as tanning/tawying and bone working. The domestic taxa of this period were primarily exploited for meat, with cattle being slaughtered later due to their use as draught animals.
	3.8.3 Thirty-two bulk samples were taken from across the excavated area. The majority (78%) of the features sampled were medieval pits. Other features included post holes and a possible well that were thought to represent backyard activity and a large undated boundary ditch.
	3.8.4 The charred plant remains in these samples are dominated by cereal grains which occur in the majority of the samples. The assemblage indicates that a full range of cereals were utilised including wheat and barley and occasional rye and oat. The lack of any chaff elements indicates that the cereals were imported as cleaned grain. Other food plants include peas and beans. Pulses would have been an important dietary constituent but are rarely recovered in large quantities. All of the pits in the back-yard area contained saw-sedge.


	4 Discussion and Conclusions
	4.1 Roman Activity
	4.1.1 No evidence of the Roman road of Ermine Street (Stukeley Road) was recorded. This was in spite a ditch excavated immediately to the north of the site being interpreted as the Roman roadside ditch (Sporrey et. al. forthcoming). It may be that any surviving evidence of the road or roadside ditch lies outside of the excavation area, under the current course of Stukeley Road.
	4.1.2 In addition, no evidence of Roman roadside structures or activity was excavated, although three abraded sherds of Roman pottery (App. C.3) were recovered. It is possible that any such activity was truncated by medieval features and the construction of the Bus depot. However, the lack of significant Roman finds makes this unlikely.

	4.2 Medieval Frontage
	4.2.1 A large number of postholes and beamslots were recorded. The majority of these were located in the part of the site closest to Stukeley Road, a major route during the medieval period which follows the line of Roman Ermine Street. Whilst it was not possible to identify the specific plan of any structures it seems very likely that these features represented buildings fronting onto Stukeley road.
	4.2.2 Furthermore, the distribution of the ditches and pits would suggest that they represented plot boundaries and evidence for activities such as refuse disposal, commonly associated with the back plots of buildings.
	4.2.3 The features types are discussed below, beginning with the structural groups.
	4.2.4 This group of postholes and beamslots represented the clearest evidence for the remains of a building. The features attributed to the structure covered an area 3.60m wide and 14.50m, which may give an indication as to its total extent and although it is not possible to reconstruct the exact layout, the alignment of the beamslots perpendicular to Stukeley Road strongly suggests that it fronted onto the road.
	4.2.5 The pottery assemblage from these features gave a date range of c.AD1150 – 1350 (App. C.3) and it may be that a structure stood on this site for in excess of two centuries. There were also clear stratigraphic relationships between some of the features, which demonstrate that during this time at least some re-building took place. However, the similar date of the pottery recovered from across the group and lack of an obvious pattern to their layout makes it impossible to identify specific phases of construction.
	4.2.6 The overall finds assemblage suggest that the building may have served a domestic purpose. Pottery, animal bone and a number objects relating to craft industry attest to this (App. C.2, C.3, D.1 & D.3).
	4.2.7 Structural group 3 was a more sparsely grouped collection of postholes and beamslots located on the edge of site adjoining Stukeley Road. The surviving features covered an area 3.90m wide and 4.30m long. Significant levels of modern disturbance relating to the bus depot were recorded in the area around this group. This is certain to have truncated further remains, which made it impossible to discern either the plan or overall size of the building.
	4.2.8 There was little evidence of re-cutting in this group, suggesting that, unlike structural group 1, this building did not undergo major alteration. However, the pottery recovered from the features covers a similar date range through the 12th to 14th centuries (App. C.3).
	4.2.9 It is also probable that this building performed a domestic function, given its position on the road frontage and the domestic finds from the features and surrounding pits.

	4.3 Medieval Backyard Activity
	4.3.1 In the area behind the structures located on Stukeley Road a number of pits and structural features were identified.
	4.3.2 Structural groups 2 and 4 were located further back from Stukeley road. No pattern was obvious in the arrangement of the features within either group. There was also no definitive evidence of re-cutting in either group, although several features in structural group 4 cut ditch 151.
	4.3.3 It seems likely that both groups represent smaller ancillary structures such as sheds, small barns or workshops. Some elements of these groups could also be interpreted as boundary features, resulting from the construction of fence lines.
	4.3.4 A large number of pits were dug across the site and these performed numerous functions. Some were cess pits, as evidenced by the presence of mineralised plant remains (App. D.3). Others may have been for the disposal of rubbish, although the small quantity of finds could argue against this.
	4.3.5 The lack of waterlogged material (App. D3) argues against any of these pits functioning as wells. However, this lack of waterlogged material only shows that none of these features were permanently wet, and it could have been possible to obtain water from some of them. The level of the water table during excavation was such that the majority filled with water.
	4.3.6 Pit group 2 were attributed to quarrying, in all likelihood for the construction of building platforms recorded in the vicinity of structural groups 2 and 3. These layers were found to contain a mixed pottery assemblage and may have derived from the deliberate dumping of material to provide a stable surface.
	4.3.7 Pit 327 was of particular interest, its sub-rectangular shape, vertical sides and flat base gave it the appearance of a small trough. It appeared to have been backfilled with a series of dumped deposits, including layers of burnt saw sedge (Fig. 3). Saw sedge was used for thatching as a floor covering and as a fuel (App. D.3). It may be that this pit served an industrial purpose and was subsequently backfilled with, amongst other material, deliberately burnt debris from a hearth, kiln or oven.
	4.3.8 The location of pit group 4 in the south-eastern corner of excavation adjoining Stukeley Road is significant. More ephemeral structures could have been truncated by modern activity on the site but the presence of the pits, which contained pottery dating from the 12th to 14th Century (App. C.3), suggests that during this time the roadside in this locality was not built upon. Although some evidence for occupation was recorded by an evaluation to the south of the current site (House 2008), this gap suggests that any settlement in the area was not dense.

	4.4 Medieval Boundaries
	4.4.1 Several ditches were recorded on the site and these marked the edges of an individual plot. It is also probable that they provided drainage for the site.
	4.4.2 Boundary Ditch 234, which ran parallel to Stukeley road, appeared to mark the south-western limit of the medieval activity and most probably served as a rear boundary to the plot within which the structures fronting onto the road were built. Its fills contained pottery dating to the same period as other activity occurring on the site (App. C.3).
	4.4.3 Ditch 151 ran perpendicular to ditch 234, along the northern edge of the site. Together these two ditches form a plot alongside Stukeley road. Ditch 151 appears to have gone out of use during the life of the site, as several features are cut into it. It is possible that the line of this boundary survived albeit marked in a different way; for instance several of the features in structural group 4 may have represented a fence line.
	4.4.4 It is also possible that this boundary fell out of use and that there was a merger between this plot and the neighbouring one to the north. Unfortunately the pottery within the ditch cannot give an accurate picture of how long this feature was in use.
	4.4.5 Ditch 1 ran parallel to Ditch 234 further back from Stukeley Road. No significant features were recorded in the area between these two ditches. It is possible that Ditch 1 was dug to provide additional drainage as it was deeper than ditch 234 and lay in an area that was prone to flooding during the excavation.

	4.5 Medieval Economy
	4.5.1 The nature of the features, and the material recovered from them generally gives a view of the site as low status domestic occupation, where some craft industry was practised.
	4.5.2 The ironwork recovered from the site consists almost entirely of objects associated with craft and industrial processes. The majority relate to textile manufacture, and included several spikes from fibre processing combs; used for the first stage of turning fleeces into woollen cloth (App. C.1). It would not be uncommon for households to engage in small scale processing of wool during this period (App. C.1). However, this evidence is at odds with the faunal remains, which show a predominantly meat based husbandry strategy, with most sheep being slaughtered before four years of age (App. D.1). This may be the result of the small sample size of faunal remains, or indicate that the fleece were being processed as a by product of meat production (App. D.1).
	4.5.3 The spindle whorls recovered from the site also show that small scale production of thread was taking place and corroborate the other evidence for craft industry taking place alongside everyday domestic activity (App. C.2). The discovery of a very small knife, that may have been used for cutting thread (App. C1), further substantiates this.
	4.5.4 The pottery assemblage gives a picture of domestic occupation that was not high status. Almost all of the pottery is dated to the 12th to 14th century, and appears to demonstrate a relatively short lived occupation. The presence of a few sherds of earlier and later pottery is not surprising given the sites location close to other known occupation of these dates (App. C.3).
	4.5.5 The imported pottery recovered from the site reflects Huntingdon's role as a medieval market town, with good trade links, while the majority of the ceramics are of more local manufacture (App. C.3).
	4.5.6 The faunal remains from the site follow a similar pattern to that seen in other Medieval samples from Huntingdon and elsewhere in East Anglia. They represent the primary processing of animal carcasses, with specific parts then being removed from site for secondary butchery or use in craft industry. The most common species was sheep, which (as discussed above) were exploited for meat and wool production.
	4.5.7 The presence of Mussel shell, eel vertebra and the remains of bony fish show that both marine and freshwater resources were exploited (App. D.1). The presence of saw sedge in several features also demonstrates the gathering of material from the fenlands (App. D3)
	4.5.8 The environmental remains showed that wheat and barley predominated in the diet, with rye and oats also being consumed. Pea and bean fragments also survived, indicating some of the variety of plants that were exploited during the medieval period (App. D.3).

	4.6 Conclusions
	4.6.1 No evidence for Roman activity was identified on the site, in spite of its location adjacent to the Roman road of Ermine Street, and the discovery of a Roman ditch on the adjoining site to the north (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming). Evidence for earlier Medieval activity was confined to a few sherds of pottery, which are likely to be residual (App. C.3). These sherds of earlier pottery could be derived from the site to the north, where earlier medieval structures have been identified (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming).
	4.6.2 The site layout appears to follow a classic pattern for medieval activity, with de-marked plots, including domestic structures along the frontage of Stukeley Road, with smaller structures and pits occupying the backyards. Small scale craft industries appear to have been practised on the site, while the inhabitants ate a mixed diet of wheat, barley, pulses, fish, shellfish, mutton and beef.
	4.6.3 Although there are some earlier finds, the majority of activity occurred on the site between 12th and 14th centuries. This ties in with the existing evidence for the rapid growth of Huntingdon in the 12th to 14th centuries, before a disastrous collapse in population led to a contraction in its size. The site would probably have lain on the outskirts of Huntingdon, although it is unlikely that it was joined to the town and formed part of a line of settlement that grew up along the edge of Ermine Street (Stukeley Road) during the height of the towns prosperity.

	4.7 Significance
	4.7.1 The excavation has shown that the medieval settlement activity previously identified to the north of the site (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming) continued towards Huntingdon and provides further evidence of the expansion of Huntingdon in the 12th and 13th centuries. The absence of evidence post dating the 14th century attests to the towns decline after this time. It is still not clear how far this pocket of medieval settlement continued, either towards Huntingdon or out of town.


	Appendix A. Context Inventory
	Appendix B. Finds Quantification
	Appendix C. Finds Reports
	C.1 The Small Finds and Bulk Ironwork
	C.1.1 A large proportion of this small assemblage consists of objects associated with textile manufacture. Most are iron spikes from wool-combs; two came from layer 257 and individual ones from pits 160, 209 (SF 10), 254 and 369. All derive from wool-combs, used to tease out the fibres of shorn fleeces before they were spun into thread. Spikes such as these are often found in Saxo-Norman and medieval urban contexts, where they represent the first stage in the conversion of shorn fleeces into woollen cloth. In the latter period in particular textile manufacture played a major part in the English economy, and each individual part of the process would have been controlled by a craft guild (Walton 2001, 320-1, 346-53).
	C.1.2 One complete spike is 110 mm long, another is 141 mm. The former would have come from a comb used on fleeces from fairly short-haired sheep, the latter from one used on those from the long-haired animals often bred in East Anglia (ibid., 320). Similar spikes have been found at Watersmeet, Huntingdon, and in the town centre (Crummy 2006, 71; Clarke in prep.). As well as these spikes a bone bobbin used in pillow lace-making came from pit 209 (SF 2). This is no earlier than 16th century in date. Lace-making was a time-consuming and poorly-paid post-medieval craft, essentially a cottage industry, that was usually carried out by females from poor or comparatively poor families.
	C.1.3 A small tanged iron knife (SF 15) and a tang from a larger knife both came from posthole 37. A third knife is represented by a tang that is still fixed in a plain tubular bone handle from layer 257 (SF 3). The knife from the posthole is exceptionally small and may have been a craft tool, perhaps, as it is loosely associated with so many items connected to textile manufacture, used to cut thread. However, similarly small knives came from a range of 13th to 14th century contexts in London and they may merely represent the lower length limit of small personal knives used for a range of tasks (Cowgill et al. 1987, fig. 55, 28-30, fig. 61, 94-6). The other items from the site consist of a plain buckle-plate fragment from pit 241 and nail fragments from pits 228 and 241. None of these objects can be closely dated.

	C.2 The Spindle Whorls
	C.2.1 Associated with textile manufacture two spindle whorls were recovered during excavations; the first, a re-used pot sherd from the fill of pit 241, the second from the fill of pit 394.
	C.2.2 The first spindle whorl (SF 1) is a crude hemispherical spindle whorl made from the base sherd of a Nene Valley colour coated ware (Tomber and Dore 1998, 118) dating from the Late 3rd to 4th Century AD. Heavily abraded, the lower wall of the vessel has been trimmed and rounded near to the junction with the base. Although recovered from a context dating to the 13th to Mid 14th Century it is possible that this spindle whorl may be Late Saxon or Early Medieval in date.
	C.2.3 A second complete hemispherical spindle whorl made of clunch/chalk was recovered from pit 394 (SF 7). Undecorated, the whorl is only slightly abraded and although individual trim marks can be seen on the whorl it is generally well finished. The central hole is well worn and slightly off centre and differs in diameter throughout the length of the perforation while the flat base appears to be polished, possibly from use. The spindle whorl can be dated by the associated pottery to the Early Medieval period.
	C.2.4 Spindle whorls such as these are often found in Medieval urban contexts and represent the conversion of combed fleece to thread. The varying weight of the whorls indicating the production of a range of yarns of differing thickness's, the heavier the whorl, the finer the yarn produced. Other small finds recovered in the assemblage include a number of iron spikes also associated with textile manufacture (Appendix C.1).
	SF 1. (240), fill of pit 241 (Pit Group 3); Medieval, 13th to Mid 14th Century AD. Re-used NVCC base sherd. Height 17mm, Diameter of central central hole 11mm, Weight 22gm.
	SF 7. (406), fill of pit 394 (Pit Group 2); Early Medieval, Mid 11th Century to Late 12th Century AD. A complete clunch/chalk hemispherical spindle whorl. Diameter 36mm, Height 24mm, Diameter of central hole expanding from 11mm to 13mm at the top, 12mm at base, Weight 40gm.

	C.3 Pottery
	C.3.1 The evaluation and subsequent excavation at the Former Bus Depot, Stukeley Road, Huntingdon, produced a moderately sized pottery assemblage of 913 sherds, weighing 11.667kg including unstratified material. This total includes a single prehistoric sherd weighing 0.002kg and three abraded Roman sherds weighing 0.030kg, recovered as a residual element from medieval and subsoil contexts. Three Middle Saxon sherds were also recovered from medieval contexts.
	C.3.2 The majority of the assemblage dates to the mid 12th-mid 14th century. There is however a Late Saxon-early medieval element within the assemblage indicating some domestic activity from that period on or close to the site. The assemblage includes three Roman sherds weighing 0.030kg, recovered as a residual element from medieval and subsoil contexts. This includes a single pierced Roman base sherd from a Nene Valley Colour Coated vessel that has been reused as a spindle whorl and recovered from a medieval context. All Roman sherds were identified by Stephen Wadeson and are mentioned here as they form a residual element within the medieval assemblage that will not be considered separately. The sherds have however been recorded in the ceramic database and are fully catalogued in the site archive.
	C.3.3 A small number of Roman sherds is not unexpected on medieval sites excavated in Huntingdon. The important Roman settlement of Durovigutum lies approximately 3km to the south. Excavation on Stukeley Road in 1999 (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming) revealed a Roman roadside ditch associated with Ermine Street later Stukeley Road, and that there was some level of Roman roadside ribbon development (Kenney 2005).
	C.3.4 Occupation of the site appears to have ceased in the mid to late 14th century, since only a single context produced pottery dated to the late medieval period.
	C.3.5 Ceramic fabric abbreviations used in the following text are:
	C.3.6 The Medieval Pottery Research Group (MPRG) A guide to the classification of medieval ceramic forms (MPRG, 1998) and Minimum Standards for the Processing, Recording, Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics (MPRG, 2001) act as a standard.
	C.3.7 Recording was carried out using OA East’s in-house system based on that previously used at the Museum of London. Fabric classification has been carried out for all previously described medieval and post-medieval types. All sherds have been counted, classified and weighed on a context-by-context basis. The pottery and archive are curated by Oxford Archaeology East until formal deposition.
	C.3.8 The assemblage is fully recorded in the summary catalogue.
	C.3.9 The open area excavation was carried out by hand and selection made through standard sampling strategies on a feature by feature basis. There are not expected to be any inherent biases. Where bulk samples have been processed for environmental remains, there has also been some recovery of pottery. These small quantities of sherds have been quantified for contexts only where no other pottery was recovered.
	C.3.10 All the pottery has been dated and fully quantified on a context by context basis into an Access 2000 database using OA East in-house system based on that used at the Museum of London. Fabric classification has been carried out for all previously described types.
	C.3.11 Due to the nature of the site, the similar dating of most of the features, indicating that the site was occupied for a relatively short period of time, and the limited number of Late Saxon-early medieval contexts identified, the excavator has presented the results as a single phase of activity.
	C.3.12 An overview and comparison of all pottery will be undertaken followed by in-depth analysis of specific groups of features where statistically significant. In total 105 contexts produced post-Roman pottery, however four contexts were not assigned to a group by the excavator. These have been excluded from further analysis and only dating information for the context can be provided
	C.3.13 The following analysis will consider the 101 grouped contexts which produced 878 sherds of pottery weighing 11.281kg, with a small average sherd weight of approximately 13g. Pottery was recovered from a range of features including pits, post holes, ditches and beam slots.
	C.3.14 The levels of residuality are relatively low at approximately 14% (by weight), this figure is in part a generalisation due to the broad nature of the excavators phasing. Contexts include pottery types present in the early medieval period alongside medieval pottery of mid 12th century date, where the pottery is similarly abraded and there are few glazed wares present. Only where medieval glazed wares are present can the author be more certain that the early medieval material is residual and not contemporary and the context can thus be dated to the 13th century or later.
	C.3.15 The basic statistics relating to the source area for the assemblage are illustrated in Fig. 4. The information detailing the specific statistics for the supply of pottery have been simplified to provide clarity.
	C.3.16 The provenance shows NEOT and DNEOT fabrics from areas south-west of the county are a very important part of the assemblage, followed closely by fabrics from Cambridgeshire of which the most important is HUFSW. The SHW fabrics from Northamptonshire or the Peterborough area are the third most important group. It is unclear from which location these SHW originate, coming from the same parent clay that outcrops in both locations (Alan Vince pers. comm).
	C.3.17 Norfolk and Northamptonshire provide the only other fabrics of note, each forms a similar proportion of the assemblage: approximately c.9% for Norfolk and c.8% for Northamptonshire. The remainder of the assemblage is made up of small numbers of sherds from Buckinghamshire, Essex, Essex-South Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire and a small number of imported wares.
	C.3.18 This assemblage is similar to that recovered from excavations at the Old Music and Drama Centre (HUNOMD07) (Gilmour and Spoerry 2009). The most obvious differences between the assemblages are a larger number of Essex fabrics at HUNOMD07 and also the lack of BRILL or imported wares. The presence of imported wares on a relatively short lived site on the periphery of medieval Huntingdon is uncommon and may indicate disposal of rubbish, reuse of material from elsewhere in the town or relate to transportation of goods into and out of the market in Huntingdon along Ermine Street.
	C.3.19 Levels of NEOT, STAM, THET and locally produced HUNEMW sherds indicates that there was some domestic activity on or close to the site from the late 11th century. A small number of Middle Saxon sherds, an uncommon find in Huntingdon assemblages hint at an earlier at present unlocated settlement.
	C.3.20 Medieval fabrics present in the assemblage are predominantly coarse wares with DNEOT the most common fabric comprising approximately 27% of the assemblage. Local production of pottery continued and HUNFSW appears in the ceramic assemblage. It is not clear if HUNFSW replaced HUNEMW or if production of both overlapped for some time. HUNFSW and SHW are the next most common fabrics, each comprising approximately 15% of the assemblage.
	Figure 5: Fabric Type by Phase, showing percentage of phase assemblage by weight (kg)
	C.3.21 The levels of medieval glazed wares present (15% by weight) are moderate, with LYST the most commonly present glazed fabric (c.7% by weight). Other medieval assemblages recovered from sites more centrally located within Huntingdon have produced a larger percentage of LYST glazed wares, for example at Walden House where glazed wares comprise 20% of the assemblage (by weight) and approximately 13% of the medieval assemblage were LYST sherds (Unpublished data from Huntingdon Walden House assemblage).
	C.3.22 After LYST the most common glazed fabric was MEL at 3.5%, then the residual glazed STAM sherds at c 2.4%, the imported FRE WW at 1.8% and BRILL at 1.7% of the total assemblage by weight. The remaining glazed wares are a small number of GRIM sherds at 0.6% by weight and 8 sherds by count, of which only two are decorated high medieval vessels. Also present are a single sherd of HEDI and a single sherd from what may be a DUTR handled vessel recovered from pit 228, possibly a jug. This imported vessel is the only mid 14th-mid 16th century sherd in the assemblage.
	C.3.23 The moderate levels of glazed wares suggests that the assemblage has a distinct mid to late 12th century element. Only 20 of the 101 grouped contexts produced 13th century or later glazed wares.
	C.3.24 The lower levels of LYST may also indicate that the SHW in the assemblage originated in the Peterborough region rather than Northamptonshire. If the origins of the SHW were from Northamptonshire, more decorated LYST jugs might be expected to accompany the coarse SHW as it was transported to the market in Huntingdon.
	C.3.25 Forms present are limited and no industrial vessels or those associated with heating or lighting were identified within the assemblage. The modest number of fine wares and the mixture of coarse wares appear to be representative of sparse occupation on the periphery of the early medieval settlement and medieval town.
	C.3.26 The small late 11th-mid 12th century assemblage is dominated by jars in NEOT, STAM THET and the locally produced HUMEMW fabrics. These jars would have been used for cooking and storage. Few bowl sherds were identified and these only in NEOT/NEOTT fabrics while the majority of jug sherds present of this date are STAM. In addition a single sherd from a NEOT spouted pitcher was recovered from context 257 (same as 334), a layer that produced c.5% of the total assemblage by weight. The pottery present in this layer was very mixed and includes HUNEMW and STAM, a fragment of FRE WW alongside DNEOT, LYST and HUNFSW. The overall date of the context must be 13th century, however the spouted pitcher fragment was relatively unabraded suggesting that the context is early 13th century.
	Figure 6: Vessel Type showing percentage of assemblage by weight (kg)
	C.3.27 From the mid 12th century DNEOT is the dominant fabric (29% of the total assemblage by weight). Where form can be ascribed, DNEOT is the fabric most commonly recorded as jars followed by SHW and the locally produced HUNFSW vessels. It is not clear whether HUNFSW completely replaced HUNEMW or if production of both overlapped for some time, with HUNFSW developing from HUNEMW.
	C.3.28 Jugs make up 23% of the functional assemblage including the residual STAM and NEOT vessels. A number of HUMFSW jug sherds were also recognised; no glazed HUNFSW vessels have yet been identified and it would appear that the ware is unglazed. The 13th century medieval glazed jugs include LYST, MEL, BRILL a single sherd of HEDI and a small number of GRIM vessels.
	C.3.29 A small number of bowls are also present in the assemblage and the fabrics they appear in are HUNFSW, SHW, DNEOT and FRE WW.
	C.3.30 The single phase recorded for the site does not bring out the detail of the groups identified by the excavator in relation to their ceramic assemblage, therefore the material recovered from feature groups is examined in the following paragraphs.
	C.3.31 Structural Group 1 is a mixture of postholes and beamslots that make up 13% of the assemblage by weight (1.494kg). Of the features present only beamslot 209 produced more than 0.500kg of pottery, the remaining features producing 0.300kg or less of pottery.
	C.3.32 The majority of the postholes and beamslots date to the mid 12th-mid 14th century however beamslot 209 can be dated to the 13th century by the presence of two sherds of LYST. The other fabrics present include a small amount of residual Late Saxon-early medieval NEOT, STAM and THET, alongside early medieval EMW and medieval DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW. Jars are present in NEOT, STAM, EMW, DNEOT and SHW, with a small number of jug sherds in residual STAM and medieval glazed LYST vessels, while also present are unglazed HUNFSW jugs. Only seven bowl sherds were identified, mainly NEOT vessels.
	C.3.33 Beamslot 209 (209 and 231) produced NEOT, DNEOT, HUNFSW, SHW and LYST sherds. Forms recognised were two NEOT jar sherds (of which one is sooted), a single NEOT/DNEOT bowl sherd, three unabraded sherds from the rim of a HUNFSW jug and body sherds from two LYST jugs, one of which was highly decorated.
	Table 1: Excavators Feature Groups showing percentage of assemblage by weight (kg)
	C.3.34 Only two features in Structural Group 2 produced pottery: posthole 355, which produced a single small sherd of NEOT and beamslot 357, which produced a sooted body sherd from a DNEOT jar and a body sherd from a HUNEMW/HUNFSW vessel. The group dates to the mid 12th-mid 14th century.
	C.3.35 Pottery was recovered from three features in Structural Group 3, postholes 37, 93 and pit 29. The pit contained a residual NEOT sooted jar sherd and an EMW body sherd alongside four DNEOT sherds, dating the context to the mid 12th-mid 14th century. Posthole 37 contained a mixture of small abraded sherds including residual NEOT, jar and bowl sherds and medieval SHW bowl and jar rim sherds. Posthole 93 contained a single sherd of EMS and one of SHW. As with structural Group 2 the features date to the mid 12th-mid 14th century
	C.3.36 Structural Group 4 produced 0.686kg of pottery, c.5% of the assemblage by weight, from eight postholes and a single pit. The features all date to the mid 12th-mid 14th century. Only post hole 212 produced more than ten sherds of pottery including a rim sherd from a DNEOT jar and the strap handle from a SHW jug.
	C.3.37 Other postholes produced a number of residual sherds including STAM, and NEOT. Postholes 158 and 281 contained small abraded sherds tentatively identified as MAX, a Middle Saxon shelly ware from Lincolnshire. In addition were sherds of THET from postholes 156 and 277. The remainder of the group assemblage consists of DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW.
	C.3.38 The lack of medieval glazed wares in the structural group contexts suggests that the groups are all of a similar date, namely mid 12th to mid 14th century. The presence of 13th century glazed medieval pottery in beamslot 209 suggest that this feature may be slightly later or the pottery may relate to reworking or alteration of the beamslot, suggesting repairs to the building.
	C.3.39 Layer 257, which is the same as 334, produced 0.527kg of pottery, 4.7% of the assemblage by weight. This is a very mixed assemblage of Late Saxon-early medieval and medieval pottery. Some of the pottery is abraded, however the majority is moderately abraded and consists of a similar range of fabrics to those recovered from the structural groups. It includes DNEOT, HUMEMW, HUNFSW, SHW, and STAM, and five sherds of LYST including a jug rim. The more unusual forms and fabrics present include the rim and spout from a NEOT tubular spouted pitcher and a base sherd from a FRE WW bowl. The overall date for the layer is 13th-mid 14th century.
	C.3.40 Pit Group 1 consists of 13 pits, which range in date from mid 9th-mid 12th century (pit 341), mid 11th-end of the 12th to mid 13th-mid 14th century (pit 319), the majority are mid 12th-mid 14th. Overall this is the largest pottery group at 2.862kg, accounting for approximately 25% of the stratified assemblage, however few of the individual pits produced large amounts of pottery and only one pit 391, produced more than 0.500kg of material (61 sherds).
	Figure 7: Vessel Type of Pit Group 1 showing percentage of total assemblage by weight (kg)
	C.3.45 Three pits in Pit Group 2 produced pottery. From pit 392, which is the largest pit in the group (3.6% of the total assemblage by weight) were recovered a small number of residual NEOT sherds and DNEOT, HUNFSW, SHW and six sherds of LYST from a minimum of two glazed jugs which date to the 13th-mid 14th century. Also present was a single base sherd from a sooted MEL jar. Pit 393 contained five sherds of pottery including residual sherds from a NEOT jar and a STAM jug. Also present were two DNEOT sherds and single unabraded sherd from a BRIL jug. Pit 394 produced a single sherd of THET, mid 11th -end of the 12th century. The pit also contained a fragment of a chalk spindle whorl and may be early medieval.
	C.3.46 Pit Group 3 produced 1.318 kg of pottery from 12 pits, of which five were investigated during the evaluation and seven in the excavation. Three of the pits date to the 13th-mid 14th century, seven from the mid 12th-mid 14th and two (74 and 352), contain only Late Saxon-early medieval pottery.
	Figure 8: Vessel Type of Pit group 3 showing percentage of total assemblage by weight (kg)
	C.3.47 The majority of the pottery from this group was recovered from two pits (241 and 348) that can be dated to the 13th-mid 14th century. Pit 241 produced sherds from two or three LYST jugs; all the sherds have thick limescale deposits. Also present were sherds from a minimum of three MSGW jars, a base sherd from a HUNFSW jar, a DNEOT jar, two SHW jars and three base sherds from a residual THET vessel. Pit 241 also produced a spindle whorl made from a pierced Roman base sherd from a Nene Valley Colour Coated vessel.
	C.3.48 Pit 348 produced similar amounts of DNEOT and SHW, with forms in both fabrics including jars and bowls. A single rim sherd from DNEOT bowl and one from a SHW bowl were present alongside small amounts of HUNFSW and residual fabrics STAM and THET. Medieval glazed fabrics present are LYST two sherds from a jug, a single GRIM rim sherd, a single body sherd from a BRILL jug and the only sherd of HEDI in the assemblage.
	C.3.49 The third pit that produced medieval glazed vessels was pit 70, a pit identified during the evaluation. From the pit were recovered three sherds that represent two LYST jugs and a DNEOT jar.
	C.3.50 Pit Group 4 produced in total 31 sherds (0.575 kg) of pottery from four pits, 5.1% of the assemblage by weight. Pit 31, part of the evaluation, produced the largest group of pottery with 19 sherds, including four residual sherds of NEOT, three of which are from a sooted jar, and two sherds from a STAM jug. Two sherds of HUNEMW were also recovered alongside medieval DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW. No glazed medieval fabrics were recovered from this pit.
	C.3.51 Pit 178 contained nine sherds of pottery, including the base sherd from a LYST jug and a body sherd from a BRILL jug. Pit 201 contained only a single HUNFSW sherd and and pit 207 a strap handle from a HUNFSW jug and a body sherd from a LYST jug with an internal deposit of limescale. These three pits can all be dated to the 13th-mid 14th century, although pit 31 may be slightly earlier than this.
	C.3.52 Pit group 5 consists of four pits, three of which 168, 174 and 228, produced 1.676kg of pottery, 18% of the assemblage by weight. Pits 168 (1.092kg) and 228 (0.822kg) are the largest of the three, while pit 174 produced only seven sherds of pottery weighing 0.120kg.
	C.3.53 Pit 168 produced 12 sherds (0.358kg) from a poorly glazed fragmentary MEL jug, seven LYST sherds, including rim sherds, and a rim and strap handle from a HUNFSW jug. Jars sherds were recognised in DNEOT, of which rim sherds from three vessels were recorded, and two SHW rims. Several HUNFSW jar body sherds were heavily encrusted with limescale, suggesting they had been used for the storage of liquids.
	Figure 9: Vessel Type of Pit group 5 showing percentage of total assemblage by weight (kg)
	C.3.54 Pit 228 produced similar assemblage to pit 168, however the most singular difference is the presence of a single sherd from an imported DUTR. jug. This sherd is the only piece of late medieval pottery in the grouped assemblage and suggests either some contamination of the context or hints at later activity on the site not identified elsewhere.
	C.3.55 The pit also produced 22 sherds (0.317kg) of DNEOT including jars and a single bowl, 13 sherds (0.081kg) of SHW including one jar rim sherd, 11, mainly jar sherds (0.109kg) of HUNFSW, eight sherds (0.112kg) of LYST which includes both jug and jar sherds and three sherds (0.014kg) from GRIM jugs among others.
	C.3.56 Pit Group 6 is described by the excavator as scattered pits of which six produced 1.027kg of pottery, 9.1% of the assemblage by weight. Pit 16 from the evaluation produced the largest assemblage in the group with 33 sherd (0.662kg ) including the FRE WW. Alongside these were recovered residual NEOT, THET, a STAM jug sherd, medieval DNEOT and HUNFSW and SHW jar sherds. Pit 20, also an evaluation feature, produced only 13 sherds in the same fabrics as pit 16 with the exception of the FRE WW and a sherd of what was initially identified during the evaluation as Huntingdonshire late medieval but subsequently re-identified as HUNFSW . Pit 35, the third evaluation feature, produced only six sherds of DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW.
	C.3.57 Excavation features 153, 314, and 374, produced 25 sherds in total, including several residual STAM jug sherds and a single sherd of NEOT. Medieval fabrics include DNEOT, HUNFSW and SHW. No glazed medieval fabrics were recovered from these pits.
	C.3.58 All of the pit groups are broadly similar in fabrics and vessels present. The only pits that do not fit the pattern are 228 which contains the DUTR sherd dating it to the mid 14th-mid 16th century and 319 due to the presence of the highly decorated GRIM sherds dated to the mid 13th to mid 14th century.
	C.3.59 In total the three ditches that contained pottery produced only 11 sherds weighing 0.168kg, 1.5% of the total assemblage by weight. Ditch 151 (same as 195 and 300) produced pottery from only one context, 229, which contained two sherds of mid 12th-mid 14th century DNEOT. Ditch 234 (same as 271 and 343) produced three sherds of pottery, including body sherds of HUNFSW, SHW and the base sherd from a BRILL jug. The context dates to the 13th-mid 14th century.
	C.3.60 The last of the three ditches, 324, produced six sherds of pottery from three contexts. These included sooted NEOT and SHW jar sherds, and DNEOT. The context dates to the mid 12th-mid 14th century.
	C.3.61 Ditches 234 and 324 produced pottery of slightly different date ranges, however they appear to be part of the same boundary in plan and therefore can both be dated to the 13th-mid 14th century, supporting the excavators suggestion that the ditches represent a formalising of the site boundaries some time after the occupation was established.
	C.3.62 Five sherds of pottery were recovered from a tree throw including DNEOT, HUNFSW and a single sherd of quartz and flint tempered prehistoric pottery.
	C.3.63 The limited number of medieval glazed sherds in BRILL, GRIM, HEDI, LYST and MEL fabrics and the dominance of coarse wares suggests that much of the assemblage falls into the earlier part of the date range for the majority of the medieval fabrics present.
	C.3.64 Huntingdon was an important market town having been granted a charter in 1205, confirming its status as a borough and granting the right to hold a weekly market where among many other commodities there would have been potters trading their wares. It is here that the imported French pottery and later the Dutch vessel may have been purchased having reached Huntingdon from Kings Lynn via the river Ouse. The granting of the market charter coincided with the expansion of the town beyond its earlier limits as reflected in the development seen at the Walden House site (Clarke, 2000).
	C.3.65 The moderate size of the assemblage, the lack of pre-conquest vessels and the sparsity of high medieval fabrics suggests that this domestic occupation was not of high status. The site lies outside of the main area of the medieval settlement of Huntingdon and previous excavations at Stanton Butts to the north in 1999 (Spoerry et. al. forthcoming) produced evidence of Late Saxon-early medieval activity with an increase in activity through the 12th and 13th centuries as the town expanded and development spread along the line of the road.
	C.3.66 Occupation of the site appears to have ceased in the mid to late 14th century, only a single context produced pottery dated to the late medieval period. This reflects the reduction in the size of the town and population at the time of the black death and the development of other economic centres in subsequent decades. By 1363 one quarter of Huntingdon was uninhabited, the remaining residents scarcely scraping a living. (http://www.huntingdon-town.info/history/medieval_huntingdon.asp (10/01/11).


	Appendix D. Environmental Reports
	D.1 Faunal remains
	D.1.1 Seventeen kilograms of faunal material was recovered from the excavations at Stukeley Road yielding 186 “countable” bones (see below). All bones were collected by hand apart from those recovered from environmental samples; hence a bias towards smaller fragments is to be expected. Residuality appears not be an issue and there is no evidence of later contamination of any context. Faunal material was mostly recovered from pits and largely dated from the 12 to 14th centuries. A total of 401 fragments of animal bone were recovered with 186 identifiable to species (38.6% of the total sample).
	D.1.2 All data was initially recorded using a specially written MS Access database. Bones were recorded using a version of the criteria described in Davis (1992) and Albarella & Davis (1994). Initially all elements were assessed in terms of siding (where appropriate), completeness, tooth wear stages (also where applicable) and epiphyseal fusion. Completeness was assessed in terms of percentage and zones present (after Dobney & Reilly, 1988). Initially the whole identifiable assemblage was quantified in terms of number of individual fragments (NISP) and minimum numbers of individuals MNI. The ageing of the population was largely achieved by examining the wear stages of cheek teeth of cattle, sheep/goat and pig (after Grant, 1982). Wear stages were recorded for lower molars of cattle, sheep/goat and pig, both isolated and in mandibles. The states of epiphyseal fusion for all relevant bones were recorded to give a broad age range for the major domesticates (after Getty, 1975). Measurements were largely carried out according to the conventions of von den Driesch (1976). Measurements were either carried out using a 150mm sliding calliper or an osteometric board in the case of larger bones.
	D.1.3 Table 2 shows the species distribution for the assemblage. As one would expect the assemblage is dominated by domestic taxa both in terms of NISP and MNI, with Sheep/Goat being the most prevalent species, followed by lesser numbers of cattle and pig remains. This preponderance of sheep remains can also be seen in the assemblages from the nearby Model Laundry (Clarke, 2005) and Old Music and Drama Centre sites (Gilmour, 2009). Other large mammal remains are limited to small numbers of horse remains and a single red deer mandible. Commensal species include cat and rabbit. A relatively large number of bird remains were also recovered, including fowl, goose and duck. Material from environmental samples was limited to common frog and fragmentary fish remains.
	D.1.4 As mentioned above, sheep is the dominant taxon in the assemblage. Only two instances of goat were seen in the form of a butchered horn-core and cranial fragments. Goats are rare at most British archaeological sites, with the vast majority being bred in the country as a result of their unsuitability for rearing in urban areas. High numbers of horn-cores and crania can be seen at contemporary sites such as Kings Lynn (Noddle, 1977) and elsewhere in Norwich (Cartledge, 1987), suggesting the majority of goat remains were brought in attached to hides for craft purposes (Albarella et. al. Forthcoming).
	D.1.5 Figure 11 shows the sheep body part distribution for the assemblage. The large numbers of mandibles and lower limb elements suggests the area was used for the disposal of primary butchery and industrial refuse, with meat bearing elements and useful bones (such as crania attached to hides) being taken elsewhere for secondary processing. Although a small sample, analysis of available sheep mandibles suggests the majority of animals were killed between the ages of 1-4 years old (see figure 10), suggesting a meat based husbandry strategy. This is in contrast to the wider emphasis on wool production generally seen during the 13 to 14th century, demonstrated by larger numbers of older animals (over 4 years of age) for instance in the Old Music and Drama centre assemblage (Gilmour, 2009). Few measurable long bones were recovered, but metrical analysis of 3rd molar dimensions suggests animals of similar size to other contemporary sites (ibid). A distal tibia from context 389 displayed a hole drilled through the articular surface, possibly to create a handle.
	D.1.6 Cattle remains also consist largely of loose teeth and lower limb elements, again suggesting primary butchery/industrial waste (see figure 12). All ageable bones were from physically mature animals i.e. at least 3.5 years of age. A single mandible was recovered from an animal around 8-12 years of age at death. Cattle during this period were primarily kept for traction (Albarella et al, Forthcoming) with animals largely being kept alive until unable to work (hence the older age profile seen here). Four sexable horn-cores were recovered; 2 from male and 2 from female animals. Withers heights were only available for two mandibles from animals both around 1.2m tall.
	D.1.7 As mentioned previously pig remains are limited, consisting of upper limb bones and other meat bearing elements from animals killed at a younger age than the other domesticates (around 1-2 years). This is to be expected for a species almost entirely exploited for meat in the archaeological record. Horse remains consist largely of articulated crania and vertebrae from ditch fill 244. Horses were exploited for both meat and hides during this period and it is likely that the remains here represent primary processing waste. The single Red deer remains most likely represent a gift from an aristocratic household or a poached animal, given the high status of venison during the period. Cat and rabbit were both exploited (for skins and meat respectively) although the small sample size means no further conclusions can be drawn form this assemblage.
	D.1.8 Of all the bird species present in the assemblage geese are the most numerous being kept for meat, eggs and feathers. No juvenile remains were recovered, suggesting exploitation for eggs and feathers instead of specialised meat production (although the sample size is too small to draw further conclusions from). Metrical analysis of long bones shows birds were of similar size to those from contemporary sites such as Norwich Castle (Albarella, 2009). Few fowl bones were recovered, consisting entirely of lower limb elements, with one tibiotarsus coming from a male bird. Duck remains are fragmentary, due to the fact that it was not a popular food bird during this period as it was considered unhealthy (Grand and Delatouche, 1950).
	D.1.9 In terms of species and body part distribution the assemblage follows patterns seen in other Medieval samples from Huntingdon and elsewhere in East Anglia. The faunal remains seen here represent initial processing of whole animals, with individual elements then being taken elsewhere for secondary butchery or crafts such as tanning/tawying and bone working. The domestic taxa of this period were primarily exploited for meat, with cattle being slaughtered later due to their use as draught animals.

	D.2 Shell
	D.2.1 Shells of marine molluscs were quantified and examined in order to assess the diversity and quantity of these ecofacts and their potential to provide useful data as part of further archaeological investigations.
	D.2.2 A Total weight of 0.789Kg shell was recovered. Two species are present; mussel (Mytillus sp.) and oyster (Ostrea edulis).
	D.2.3 Both mussels and oyster shells occur in this assemblage. Mussel shells predominate with oyster shells occurring usually as single specimens. Contexts 204 (207, Pit group 4) and 396 (398, pit group 1) contain the most significant mussel shell assemblages containing 73 valves and approximately 150 valves respectfully. These deposits could represent a single deposition event. Only two contexts, 366 (369) and 386 (388), both in pit group 1, contain both oysters and mussels.
	D.2.4 All of the species in this assemblage are bivalves although none of the specimens are preserved hinged. The majority of the shells are moderately preserved and do not appear to have been deliberately broken or crushed.
	D.2.5 Mussels and Oysters are both common in medieval times. Medieval oyster shells tend to be smaller than in earlier periods due to intensification of harvesting. (Winder, 1993). In this assemblage, the left valves range between 4-7cm.
	D.2.6 This small assemblage is of limited potential. No further work is recommended at this stage. If further excavations are planned for this site, a detailed sampling strategy should be considered to investigate the degree of exploitation of marine resources.

	D.3 Environmental Remains
	D.3.1 Thirty-two bulk samples were taken from across the excavated area at The Former Bus Depot, Stukeley Road, Huntingdon. The majority (78%) of the features sampled were medieval pits. Other features included post holes and a possible well that were thought to represent backyard activity and a large undated boundary ditch.
	D.3.2 Previous excavations at an adjacent site (HUNSR99) had shown that a variety of cereals were being utilized on site and that fenland resources were being exploited (Clapham, 1999). Similar results have been obtained from these more recent excavations.
	D.3.3 The samples were contaminated with hydrocarbons. They were soaked in a solution of Decon 90 for two weeks prior to processing in order to decontaminate.
	D.3.4 Ten litres of each sample were processed by tank flotation for the recovery of charred plant remains, dating evidence and any other artefactual evidence that might be present. The flot was collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue was washed through a 0.5mm sieve. Both flot and residue were allowed to air dry. The dried residue was passed through 5mm and 2mm sieves and a magnet was dragged through each resulting fraction prior to sorting for artefacts. Any artefacts present were noted and reintegrated with the hand-excavated finds. The flot was examined under a binocular microscope at x16 magnification and the presence of any plant remains or other artefacts are noted on Table 4.
	D.3.5 For the purpose of this initial assessment, items such as seeds, cereal grains and small animal bones have been scanned and recorded qualitatively according to the following categories
	# = 1-10, ## = 11-50, ### = 51+ specimens
	D.3.6 Items that cannot be easily quantified such as charcoal, magnetic residues and fragmented bone have been scored for abundance
	+ = rare, ++ = moderate, +++ = abundant
	D.3.7 The results are recorded on Table 4.
	D.3.8 Preservation is by both charring and by mineralisation. The majority of the plant remains are preserved by carbonisation. Preservation is variable but in the majority of the samples containing cereals, the grains had become severely puffed and distorted during charring and/or had abraded before deposition. Mineralised remains include insect fragments and occasional seeds. Charcoal fragments are present in most of the samples in varying quantities.
	D.3.9 Charred cereal grains are common, occurring in most of the samples. wheat (Triticum sp.) and barley (Hordeum sp.) predominate with occasional rye (Secale cereale) and oat (Avena sativa) grains. No chaff elements were noted other than occasional culm nodes of straw.
	D.3.10 Other crop remains include charred peas and beans that occur in a third of the samples often only as single or partial specimens.
	D.3.11 Weed seeds were common. Charred weed seeds include seeds of plants that are typically crop contaminants and could have been imported onto the site in semi-cleaned grain such as corn gromwell (Lithospermum arevense), brome (Bromus sp.), corncockle (Agrostemma githago) and grass seeds (Poaceae sp.). Wetland plants are represented by Henbane (Hyoscyamus niger), saw-sedge (Cladium mariscus) and club-rush (Shoenoplectus sp.).
	D.3.12 Other seeds recovered that have a variety of habitats include orache (Atriplex sp.), vetch (Vicia sp.), cleavers (Gallium aparine), black medick (Medicago lupulina), buttercup (Ranunculus sp.), clover (Trifolium/Medicago sp.) and Fat Hen (Chenopodium album). These seeds could have derived from plants that were crop weeds or weeds growing locally around the site.
	D.3.13 Four of the medieval pit fills contain mineralised remains in the form of fly pupaea, mineralised millipede segments and egg cases. Sample 16, fill 152 also contains mineralised seeds that have not been identified. Mineralisation occurs when the organic content of organisms is replaced by mineral salts, typically calcium phosphate found in surrounding cessy material.
	D.3.14 The residues were rich in finds. Small fragments of animal bone are present in the majority of the residues and elements of fish bone and small mammal bones are also common along with mussel shell fragments. Small sherds of pottery were recovered from many of the residues.
	D.3.15 The charred plant remains in these samples are dominated by cereal grains which occur in the majority of the samples. The assemblage indicates that a full range of cereals were utilised including wheat and barley and occasional rye and oat. The lack of any chaff elements indicates that the cereals were imported as cleaned grain. Barley was often used for animal fodder but may have been used for human consumption in the form of bread, soup and was also used for the brewing of beer. No germinated grains were recovered to suggest brewing activities. The grains may have then been accidentally burnt during cooking over open fires prior to being deliberately deposited in purpose-dug refuse pits. Many of the cereal grains are puffed and distorted suggesting high temperature and/or repeated burning.
	D.3.16 Other food plants include peas and beans. Pulses would have been an important dietary constituent but are rarely recovered in large quantities.
	D.3.17 All of the pits in the back-yard area contained saw-sedge. Pit 327 contained six fills, three of which were sampled. Sample 26, (middle fill 332), Sample 27 (lower fill 333) and Sample 28 (basal fill 329). The pit had been filled by a series of apparently deliberate dumps of material which includes substantial quantities of burnt saw-sedge. Sample 28, the lowest fill (329) contained the greatest quantity of this material, the flot being comprised purely of saw-sedge leaf fragments and nutlets along with occasional fruits of club-rush. Sample 27, fill 333 also contained a significant quantity of saw-sedge leaf fragments and nutlets suggesting that these a deliberate deposits of the burnt material. Other pits in the area also contain smaller quantities of saw-sedge.
	D.3.18 Saw sedge (also known as Great fen-sedge) is a perennial plant that grows in shallow water and is most commonly found in the fenlands of East Anglia (Rowell, 1986). Saw sedge was commonly used for thatching being particularly suitable for this use due to the flexibility and length of its narrow triangular stems. In the East Anglian fens, Saw sedge is recorded to have been harvested annually for thatching since at least 1414.
	D.3.19 The other documented use of saw-sedge is as kindling/fuel. It appears to have been particularly chosen as fuel for bread ovens in the Cambridgeshire colleges in the seventeenth century. Rowell also suggests that saw-sedge litter was used as a floor covering.
	D.3.20 The samples from contexts 67 and 68 were taken from a feature that was initially interpreted as a well. The results of sampling refute this interpretation, as it did not contain any macrofossils that had been preserved by waterlogging.
	D.3.21 The layer 84 (equivalent to 88) seems to be solely comprised of charcoal, perhaps representing a localised burning event.
	D.3.22 The samples from the back yard area are devoid of food plants but do contain general refuse. The paucity of plant remains in the back yard samples suggests that this method of rubbish disposal was effective although the presence of rodents would have been inevitable. It would appear that the food and other waste was deliberately buried in deep purpose-dug pits in an attempt to keep the area clean.
	D.3.23 The presence of Mussel (Mytilus edulis) shell, eel vertebra and the remains of bony fish show that both marine and freshwater resources were exploited.
	D.3.24 In summary, the plant remains recovered from this site are dominated by crop plants, both cereals and legumes, along with other dietary refuse in the form of mussel shells. The variability of the preservation within the refuse pits indicates that the majority of these features contain the remains of several depositional events. The presence of mineralised remains in some of the samples could suggest the presence of cess or may simply indicate decomposing domestic waste. There is substantial evidence for the exploitation of local fenland resources.
	D.3.25 This assemblage is typical for the period and area within Huntingdon as has been seen in adjacent excavations and slightly further afield such as The Old Music and Drama site (Gilmour, 2009) and Model Laundry (Clarke, 2005) sites. It is not considered that further work on this assemblage would add to these interpretations.
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