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Summary

An archaeological evaluation was conducted in four locations at Kelvedon, Essex on
land to the south and north of Church Road and land to the east and west of Thorne
Road. 

Trench 1 to the south of Church Road produced the only archaeological features; a
small gully or ditch orientated north to south that contained a single residual Bronze
Age or Iron Age struck flint. A second feature contained small fragments of possibly
Iron Age pottery but  was probably  a natural  tree throw.  The second trench here
revealed a possible palaeo-channel.

Trenches to the north of Church Road revealed only modern features including a
large pit that had been backfilled with demolition material from 19 th century buildings
along with pottery and bottles dating to the 1930s.

No archaeological features or deposits were found to the east of Thorne Road, and
only modern features (including a dog burial) were found in the trenches to the west
of Thorne Road.
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work
1.1.1 An archaeological evaluation was conducted in four locations in the village of Kelvedon,

Essex: 31-45 Church Road (KL 34; TL 8617 1894); Land south east of Church road (KL
35; TL 8611 1901); 29-43 Thorne Road (KL 36; TL 8590 1865); and Land at rear of Thorne
Road (KL 37; TL 8587 1872).

1.1.2 This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Teressa  O'Connor  of  Essex  County  Council  (ECC;  Planning  Applications
14/01557/FUL, 14/01559/FUL, 14/01556/FUL and 14/01558/FUL), supplemented by a
Specification prepared by OA East (Drummond Murray 2016a, 2016b, 2016c & 2016d). 

1.1.3 The  work  was  designed  to  assist  in  defining  the  character  and  extent  of  any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the  guidelines  set  out  in  National  Planning  Policy  Framework  (Department  for
Communities and Local Government March 2012).  The results will enable decisions to
be  made  by  CCC,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Planning  Authority,  with  regard  to  the
treatment of any archaeological remains found.

1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

1.2   Geology and topography
1.2.1 Sites KL34 and KL35 lie respectively to the south and north of church road, at  c.33m

OD, whilst sites KL36 and KL37 are located c.350m to the south-west of sites KL34 and
KL35 on the east and west sides of Thorne Road, at c. 28mOD. The sitse are located
on a bedrock of London Clay formation? with overlying superficial river terrace deposits
(BGS). All sites are located to the north of the river Blackwater on the northern edge of
Kelvedon, within a council housing estate constructed after the Second World War.

1.3   Archaeological and historical background
1.3.1 Kelvedon is a linear settlement straddling its High Street and has been the subject of a

number of different archaeological investigations focussed around the High street. The
current developments are located to the north and away from the historic centre and
High Street. The following text draws heavily on 'Historic Towns in Essex ~Kelvedon~'
(English  Heritage 1999)  and 'Kelvedon:  The Origins  and Development  of  A Roman
Small Town' (Eddy 1982).

Prehistoric

1.3.2 There is evidence for occupation and activity in the Kelvedon area from the Palaeolithic
onwards. This includes a substantial quantity of worked flint including heavily rolled and
abraded flints of Palaeolithic and Mesolithic date (English Heritage 1999, 10). Further
prehistoric remains and finds have been identified from the Neolithic, Bronze Age and
Early Iron Age (ibid). It has been suggested by Rodwell (1988) that as with other areas
of  Essex  the  prehistoric  land  surfaces  have  been  heavily  damaged  by  ploughing
potentially in the Romano-British period and little of the Prehistoric landscape survives
(Rodwell 1988; p. 132).

Iron Age and Romano-British

1.3.3 Evidence for  occupation  at  Kelvedon is  more prolific  for  the Late Iron Age (English
Heritage 1998, Rodwell 1988 for example). Late Iron Age occupation has been found
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throughout the Roman Town in particular a ditch running along the edge of the river
terrace forming the flood plain for the river Blackwater. Excavations at Doucecroft (c. m
north-east of Church Road) and Eddy's trenches located to the south of the High Street
revealed ditches and pits (Eddy 1982). Further evidence for Late Iron Age occupation
has been found to the south of the High Street at Lawson Villas (Foreman 1996).

1.3.4 The earliest known Roman settlement has been interpreted by Rodwell (1988) as a fort
with attached civilian vicus. It is believed the fort was only in use for a decade but the
civilian occupation lasted until the 4th century (English Heritage 1999). A temple and
possible  mansio  have also been identified within the town enclosure with cemeteries
located to the west. By the end of the Romano-British period the town was in decline
with only limited evidence for continuation of settlement into the early Saxon period.

1.3.5 The  settlement  plan  proposed  by  Eddy  (1982)  places  the  Romano-British  fort  and
subsequent town to the south of the current High Street.

Saxon

1.3.6 The main evidence for the continuation of settlement into the early Saxon period comes
from a  cemetery on  the  border  between  Feering  and  Kelvedon  parishes  within  the
same location as the Romano-British cemetery. No accompanying settlement has been
identified.

1.3.7 The later Saxon period includes the principal manors of Church Hall and Felix Hall. The
Church Hall manor had been given to Westminster Abbey in 998AD by Leofwine son of
Wulfstan (Rodwell  1988).  Felix  Hall  was originally  held  by Filliols  and then held  by
Guthmund, a thane of Edward the Confessor. The later Saxon settlement is also know
to have had two mills and a church, which was probably founded in the 10th century by
Westminster Abbey or possibly the Bishop of London (English Heritage 1999). 

Medieval

1.3.8 The medieval town was largely held by the two manors, Church Hall and Felix Hall with
two distinct settlement nuclei. There were many freehold tenements on the High Street,
who regularly altered allegiance between the two manors.  The development area is
located to the north of, and away from, the medieval settlement areas. The settlement
formed as  two  smaller  linear  settlements  along  the  route  of  the  High  Street  (Eddy
1982).

Post medieval

1.3.9 The area of KL35 and KL36 was used as a timber yard c.1920 and during this time a
large pit  was excavated within the yard.  It  is  assumed that  several  of  the buildings
surrounding the yard, as shown on the 1920 OS map, were demolished and pushed
into the pit.

1.4   Acknowledgements
1.4.1 The author would like to thank Lovells for commissioning the work. The author would

also like to thank Anglian Demolition for their assistance with the project and allowing it
to come to completion. The site was managed for Oxford Archaeology East by James
Drummond-Murray  and  Teressa  O'Connor  monitored  the  project  for  Essex  County
Council.

1.4.2 Site  work  was  carried  out  by  the  author  and  Malgorzata  Kwiatkowska.  Malgorzata
Kwiatkowsk also undertook the on site survey. 
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2  AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims
2.1.1 The objective of  this evaluation was to determine as far  as reasonably possible the

presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

2.1.2 In  the  event  that  archaeological  remains  are  present,  the  evaluation  will  provide
sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, dealing with
preservation,  the  recording of  archaeological  deposits,  working practices,  timetables
and orders of cost.

2.2   Methodology
2.2.1 Seven linear trenches were excavated across the gardens of the plots proposed for

development.

2.2.2 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a
20 tonne 360º excavator fitted with a 2m wide toothless ditching bucket. 

2.2.3 The  site  survey  was  carried  out  using  a  leica  GS08  DGPS  fitted  with  Smartnet
technology.

2.2.4 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector.  All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which
were obviously modern.

2.2.5 All  archaeological  features  and  deposits  were  recorded  using  OA East's  pro-forma
sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits. 

2.2.6 A single environmental sample was taken from ditch fill 5. The sample was devoid of
any ecofactual evidence.

2.2.7 The site was excavated on cool autumnal days, with good but low light levels.
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3  RESULTS

3.1   Introduction 
3.1.1 The results presented below describe the trenches from the four areas. More detailed

trench  descriptions  are  presented  in  Appendix  A.  Finds  information  is  presented  in
Appendix B and mentioned in the following text where relevant.

3.2   KL34
Trench 1

3.2.1 Trench 1 was up to 0.8m deep and excavated on a north-west to south-east alignment.
The trench exposed natural sand and gravel (7) at 0.7m deep which was cut by a small
tree throw (4) and a small ditch (6). These features were sealed by a 0.3m thick layer of
sub-soil (2) which in turn was sealed by a 0.4mm thick topsoil (1).

3.2.2 The ditch 6 was 0.09m deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base and aligned
on a north to south orientation. The ditch contained a single fill  of  mid yellowish-red
sandy silt (5) that produced a single Bronze Age flint. An environmental sample from
this fill produce no remains.

3.2.3 The tree throw was an irregular sub circular feature with irregular sides and an irregular
base,  1.28m  long  by  1.28m  wide  and  0.2m  deep.  It  contained  a  single  fill  of  mid
yellowish-brown silty sand that produced four small sherds of Iron Age pottery.

Trench 2

3.2.4 Trench 2 was excavated on a north-west  to south-east  orientation and up to 0.97m
deep. The trench revealed natural sand and gravel that was sealed by a 0.57m thick
subsoil (2). The subsoil, which was cut by a large modern pit and drainage pipe trench
towards the eastern end of the excavation, was sealed by 0.49m thick topsoil (1).

3.3   KL35

Trench 3

3.3.1 Trench 3 was 25m long and aligned west-north-west to east-south-east. The trench was
up to  0.56m deep.  The trench  was  excavated  onto  a  natural  of  alluvial  sands and
gravels (7) that was sealed by 0.22m thick layer of subsoil (2). The subsoil was sealed
by 0.31m thick layer of topsoil (1). Only modern features were present in this trench.

Trench 4

3.3.2 Trench 4 was also excavated on a west-north-west to east-south-east alignment. The
trench was 35m long and up to 0.46m deep.  The trench revealed natural  sand and
gravel sealed by 0.2m thick subsoil (2). Both the natural and subsoil were truncated by
a large pit filled with modern rubbish (9). 

3.3.3 The pit (9) was at least 0.71m deep and contained a mixed fill of demolition rubble and
sand (8) with refined white ware pottery, glass and metalwork (not retained) including a
glass 1930s HP sauce bottle and a selection of 2oz Marmite and Bovril jars. A layer of
topsoil (1) up to 0.4m deep sealed the pit and surviving subsoil.

3.4   KL36
3.4.1 The single north-east to south-west aligned trench excavated at KL36 (Trench 5) did

not produce any archaeological features or deposits. The trench revealed a natural of
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alluvial sand and gravel overlain by 0.1m thick subsoil (2). The subsoil was sealed by
0.3m thick topsoil (1).

3.5   KL37
3.5.1 The three trenches at KL37 (Trenches 6, 7 & 8) did not produce any archaeological

deposits.  Trenches  6  and  7  were  aligned  west-north-west  to  east-south-east  whilst
Trench 8 was aligned north-east to south-west.

3.5.2 The trenches were excavated onto a sandy gravel natural (7),  which was sealed by
0.3m thick subsoil (2) and then 0.3m thick topsoil (1). The only features were a modern
dog burial within Trench 6 and the modern footings for a brick built shed in Trench 7.

3.6   Finds Summary
Flint

3.6.1 A single flint core fragment was recovered from ditch fill  (5). It  has no indications of
controlled structured working and is characteristic of Bronze Age or Early Iron Age flint
knapping.

Pottery

3.6.2 Four small body sherds of prehistoric pottery were recovered from fill (3) of tree throw
(4). The sherds are in a dense quartz-sand tempered fabric and are tentatively dated as
Middle Iron Age between c. 350-50 BC.

Post-medieval to modern pottery and glassware

3.6.3 Pit  9 produced an assemblage of post-medieval and primarily modern glassware and
pottery, in particular white refined wares (not retained). This included 2oz Bovril  and
Marmite jars, pyrex bowls and transfer printed wares from around the 1930s.

3.7   Environmental Summary
3.7.1 The single environmental sample taken from ditch (6) was barren and did not produce

any ecofactual or artefactual remains.
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4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1   KL34

Trench 1

4.1.1 Trench 1 produced the only  archaeological  feature a small  gully or  ditch orientated
north to south. The ditch contained a single residual Bronze Age or Iron Age struck flint.
The ditch is undated and likely to be a field boundary.

Trench 2

4.1.2 The trench was significantly deeper than Trench 1.  The subsoil  revealed within this
trench was a light alluvial silt sealing a well sorted high energy fluvial or alluvial gravel
deposit  suggesting  that  the  trench  was  located  on  the  edge  of  a  possible  palaeo-
channel.

4.2   KL35
Post-medieval and modern

4.2.1 Pit 9 was located in the region of a large pit shown on the on the 3rd edition OS map
along with Late 1800/early 1900 buildings. The site at the time was a timber yard. The
buildings are likely to have been demolished at the time the pit was backfilled and then
pushed into the pit.  The pit fill  (8) contained layers of demolition material and bottle
dumps that included Bovril jars (2oz) and Hp Sauce bottles that date from the c. 1930s.
Other contemporary glass ware and tableware, in particular white refined wares, was
also observed during the excavation.

4.3   KL36
4.3.1 No archaeological features or deposits were found at this location.

4.4   KL37
4.4.1 The only features identified in this trench were a modern dog burial and the footings for

one  of  the  brick  sheds  built  at  the  same  time  as  the  council  houses  due  to  be
demolished as part of the development.

4.5   Significance
4.5.1 The  limited  recovery  of  artefactual  remains  suggests  that  the  sites  are  outside  the

known Iron Age and Romano-British core of Kelvedon. The single small undated ditch
may be evidence of a field boundary at this time 

4.5.2 The earliest occupation of the sites seems to have occurred during the late 1800s or
early 1900s with the building of a timber yard on Church Road. In the 1960s the land
was taken over for council housing at both Church Road and Thorne Road.

4.6   Recommendations
4.6.1 Recommendations  for  any  future  work  based upon this  report  will  be  made by the

County Archaeology Office.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 12 of 20 Report Number 2022



APPENDIX A.  TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1 - KL34

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench consists of soil and subsoil overlying a natural of gravel and 
alluvium. The natural was truncated by a small tree throw/root hole 
and a small gully.

Avg. depth (m) 0.8

Width (m) 2.1

Length (m) 50

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil - -

2 Layer - 0.22 Subsoil - -

3 Fill - - Fill of 4 Pottery Iron Age?

4 Cut Cut of Tree Throw - Iron Age?

5 Fill Fill of 6 Flint -

6 Cut Cut of gully - -

7 Layer Natural

Trench 2 - KL34

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench consists of soil and subsoil overlying a natural of gravel and 
alluvium. The natural was truncated by a modern pit containing 
building rubble and a steel toe capped boot.

Avg. depth (m) 0.97

Width (m) 2.1

Length (m) 25

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - Topsoil - -

2 Layer - Subsoil - -

7 Layer - Natural - -

Trench 3 - KL35

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of soil and subsoil overlying 
a natural of gravel and alluvium.

Avg. depth (m) 0.51

Width (m) 2.1

Length (m) 25

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - Topsoil - -

2 Layer - Subsoil - -

7 Layer - Natural - -

Trench 4 - KL35
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General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of soil and subsoil overlying 
a natural of gravel and alluvium. A large modern (c.1920s) ?quarry or
extraction pit was located at the eastern end of the Trench.

Avg. depth (m) 0.67

Width (m) 2.1

Length (m) 35

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - Topsoil - -

2 Layer - Subsoil - -

8 Fill Modern backfill of 9
Pottery,
Glass,
CBM

Modern c.1920s

9 Cut Cut of large ?quarry Pit - Modern c.1920s

7 Layer - - Natural - -

Trench 5 - KL36

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of soil and subsoil overlying 
a natural of gravel and alluvium.

Avg. depth (m) 0.4

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 55

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - -

2 Layer - 0.1 Subsoil - -

7 Layer - - Natural - -

Trench 6 – KL37

General description Orientation WNW-ESE

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of soil and subsoil overlying 
a natural of gravel and alluvium. A recent dog inhumation was 
located at the western end of the trench.

Avg. depth (m) 0.6

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 16.2

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - -

2 Layer - 0.3 Subsoil - -

7 Layer - - Natural - -

Trench 7 – KL37

General description Orientation WNW-ESE

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of soil and subsoil overlying 
a natural of gravel and alluvium. Footings for a modern brick built 
shed truncated the topsoil and subsoil.

Avg. depth (m) 0.6

Width (m) 1.8
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Length (m) 18.5

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - -

2 Layer - 0.3 Subsoil - -

7 Layer - - Natural - -

Trench 8 - KL37

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of soil and subsoil overlying 
a natural of gravel and alluvium.

Avg. depth (m) 0.6

Width (m) 1.8

Length (m) 20

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - -

2 Layer - 0.3 Subsoil - -

7 Layer - - Natural - -
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APPENDIX B.  FINDS REPORTS

B.1  Flint

By Anthony Haskins

B.1.1  A single flint core fragment was recovered from fill (5) of ditch (6). The core is made
from a semi translucent brownish-grey flint with a thick light yellowish-brown cortex. The
cortex is in good condition suggesting the flint was recovered from within a chalk bed
rather than a secondary depositional context. The form of the core fragment and the
lack of structured working would suggest that the fragment is of Bronze Age or Iron Age
date.

B.2  Pottery

By Matt Brudenell

B.2.1  Four small body sherds of handmade prehistoric pottery with a combined weight of 2g
were recovered from context 3 of tree throw 4. The sherds are in a dense quartz-sand
tempered fabric. Whilst the size of this group and the absence of diagnostic attributes
makes dating problematic, quartz-sand tempered fabrics are typical of Middle Iron Age-
type potting traditions in  Essex (Brudenell  2016,  367),  and therefore the sherds are
tentatively assigned to the period between c. 350-50 BC. 
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APPENDIX D.  OASIS REPORT FORM 
All fields are required unless they are not applicable.

Project Details
OASIS Number     

Project Name 

Project Dates (fieldwork) Start Finish  

Previous Work (by OA East)         Future Work 

Project Reference Codes

Site Code Planning App. No. 

HER No. Related HER/OASIS No.

Type of Project/Techniques Used
Prompt

Development Type

Please select all techniques used:

Monument Types/Significant Finds & Their Periods 
List feature types using the NMR Monument Type Thesaurus and significant finds using the MDA Object type 
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Figure 1: Site location showing archaeological trenches (black) in development area (red) 
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Figure 2: Trench location plan of Trenches 1-4
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Figure 3: Trench location plan of Trenches 5-8 
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easteasteast

Plate 1: Trench 1, facing east 

Plate 2: Trench 2, facing west  
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Plate 3: Trench 3, facing west

Plate 4: Trench 4, facing west   
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Plate 5: Trench 5, facing north-east

Plate 6: Trench 6, facing north-west   
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Plate 7: Trench 7, facing north-west

Plate 8: Trench 8, facing north  
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	Report_2022_text.pdf
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Location and scope of work
	1.1.1 An archaeological evaluation was conducted in four locations in the village of Kelvedon, Essex: 31-45 Church Road (KL 34; TL 8617 1894); Land south east of Church road (KL 35; TL 8611 1901); 29-43 Thorne Road (KL 36; TL 8590 1865); and Land at rear of Thorne Road (KL 37; TL 8587 1872).
	1.1.2 This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by Teressa O'Connor of Essex County Council (ECC; Planning Applications 14/01557/FUL, 14/01559/FUL, 14/01556/FUL and 14/01558/FUL), supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East (Drummond Murray 2016a, 2016b, 2016c & 2016d).
	1.1.3 The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with the guidelines set out in National Planning Policy Framework (Department for Communities and Local Government March 2012). The results will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority, with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found.
	1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate county stores in due course.

	1.2 Geology and topography
	1.2.1 Sites KL34 and KL35 lie respectively to the south and north of church road, at c.33m OD, whilst sites KL36 and KL37 are located c.350m to the south-west of sites KL34 and KL35 on the east and west sides of Thorne Road, at c. 28mOD. The sitse are located on a bedrock of London Clay formation? with overlying superficial river terrace deposits (BGS). All sites are located to the north of the river Blackwater on the northern edge of Kelvedon, within a council housing estate constructed after the Second World War.

	1.3 Archaeological and historical background
	1.3.1 Kelvedon is a linear settlement straddling its High Street and has been the subject of a number of different archaeological investigations focussed around the High street. The current developments are located to the north and away from the historic centre and High Street. The following text draws heavily on 'Historic Towns in Essex ~Kelvedon~' (English Heritage 1999) and 'Kelvedon: The Origins and Development of A Roman Small Town' (Eddy 1982).
	1.3.2 There is evidence for occupation and activity in the Kelvedon area from the Palaeolithic onwards. This includes a substantial quantity of worked flint including heavily rolled and abraded flints of Palaeolithic and Mesolithic date (English Heritage 1999, 10). Further prehistoric remains and finds have been identified from the Neolithic, Bronze Age and Early Iron Age (ibid). It has been suggested by Rodwell (1988) that as with other areas of Essex the prehistoric land surfaces have been heavily damaged by ploughing potentially in the Romano-British period and little of the Prehistoric landscape survives (Rodwell 1988; p. 132).
	1.3.3 Evidence for occupation at Kelvedon is more prolific for the Late Iron Age (English Heritage 1998, Rodwell 1988 for example). Late Iron Age occupation has been found throughout the Roman Town in particular a ditch running along the edge of the river terrace forming the flood plain for the river Blackwater. Excavations at Doucecroft (c. m north-east of Church Road) and Eddy's trenches located to the south of the High Street revealed ditches and pits (Eddy 1982). Further evidence for Late Iron Age occupation has been found to the south of the High Street at Lawson Villas (Foreman 1996).
	1.3.4 The earliest known Roman settlement has been interpreted by Rodwell (1988) as a fort with attached civilian vicus. It is believed the fort was only in use for a decade but the civilian occupation lasted until the 4th century (English Heritage 1999). A temple and possible mansio have also been identified within the town enclosure with cemeteries located to the west. By the end of the Romano-British period the town was in decline with only limited evidence for continuation of settlement into the early Saxon period.
	1.3.5 The settlement plan proposed by Eddy (1982) places the Romano-British fort and subsequent town to the south of the current High Street.
	1.3.6 The main evidence for the continuation of settlement into the early Saxon period comes from a cemetery on the border between Feering and Kelvedon parishes within the same location as the Romano-British cemetery. No accompanying settlement has been identified.
	1.3.7 The later Saxon period includes the principal manors of Church Hall and Felix Hall. The Church Hall manor had been given to Westminster Abbey in 998AD by Leofwine son of Wulfstan (Rodwell 1988). Felix Hall was originally held by Filliols and then held by Guthmund, a thane of Edward the Confessor. The later Saxon settlement is also know to have had two mills and a church, which was probably founded in the 10th century by Westminster Abbey or possibly the Bishop of London (English Heritage 1999).
	1.3.8 The medieval town was largely held by the two manors, Church Hall and Felix Hall with two distinct settlement nuclei. There were many freehold tenements on the High Street, who regularly altered allegiance between the two manors. The development area is located to the north of, and away from, the medieval settlement areas. The settlement formed as two smaller linear settlements along the route of the High Street (Eddy 1982).
	1.3.9 The area of KL35 and KL36 was used as a timber yard c.1920 and during this time a large pit was excavated within the yard. It is assumed that several of the buildings surrounding the yard, as shown on the 1920 OS map, were demolished and pushed into the pit.

	1.4 Acknowledgements
	1.4.1 The author would like to thank Lovells for commissioning the work. The author would also like to thank Anglian Demolition for their assistance with the project and allowing it to come to completion. The site was managed for Oxford Archaeology East by James Drummond-Murray and Teressa O'Connor monitored the project for Essex County Council.
	1.4.2 Site work was carried out by the author and Malgorzata Kwiatkowska. Malgorzata Kwiatkowsk also undertook the on site survey.


	2 Aims and Methodology
	2.1 Aims
	2.1.1 The objective of this evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably possible the presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.
	2.1.2 In the event that archaeological remains are present, the evaluation will provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, timetables and orders of cost.

	2.2 Methodology
	2.2.1 Seven linear trenches were excavated across the gardens of the plots proposed for development.
	2.2.2 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a 20 tonne 360º excavator fitted with a 2m wide toothless ditching bucket.
	2.2.3 The site survey was carried out using a leica GS08 DGPS fitted with Smartnet technology.
	2.2.4 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which were obviously modern.
	2.2.5 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.
	2.2.6 A single environmental sample was taken from ditch fill 5. The sample was devoid of any ecofactual evidence.
	2.2.7 The site was excavated on cool autumnal days, with good but low light levels.


	3 Results
	3.1 Introduction
	3.1.1 The results presented below describe the trenches from the four areas. More detailed trench descriptions are presented in Appendix A. Finds information is presented in Appendix B and mentioned in the following text where relevant.

	3.2 KL34
	Trench 1
	3.2.1 Trench 1 was up to 0.8m deep and excavated on a north-west to south-east alignment. The trench exposed natural sand and gravel (7) at 0.7m deep which was cut by a small tree throw (4) and a small ditch (6). These features were sealed by a 0.3m thick layer of sub-soil (2) which in turn was sealed by a 0.4mm thick topsoil (1).
	3.2.2 The ditch 6 was 0.09m deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base and aligned on a north to south orientation. The ditch contained a single fill of mid yellowish-red sandy silt (5) that produced a single Bronze Age flint. An environmental sample from this fill produce no remains.
	3.2.3 The tree throw was an irregular sub circular feature with irregular sides and an irregular base, 1.28m long by 1.28m wide and 0.2m deep. It contained a single fill of mid yellowish-brown silty sand that produced four small sherds of Iron Age pottery.
	Trench 2
	3.2.4 Trench 2 was excavated on a north-west to south-east orientation and up to 0.97m deep. The trench revealed natural sand and gravel that was sealed by a 0.57m thick subsoil (2). The subsoil, which was cut by a large modern pit and drainage pipe trench towards the eastern end of the excavation, was sealed by 0.49m thick topsoil (1).

	3.3 KL35
	3.3.1 Trench 3 was 25m long and aligned west-north-west to east-south-east. The trench was up to 0.56m deep. The trench was excavated onto a natural of alluvial sands and gravels (7) that was sealed by 0.22m thick layer of subsoil (2). The subsoil was sealed by 0.31m thick layer of topsoil (1). Only modern features were present in this trench.
	3.3.2 Trench 4 was also excavated on a west-north-west to east-south-east alignment. The trench was 35m long and up to 0.46m deep. The trench revealed natural sand and gravel sealed by 0.2m thick subsoil (2). Both the natural and subsoil were truncated by a large pit filled with modern rubbish (9).
	3.3.3 The pit (9) was at least 0.71m deep and contained a mixed fill of demolition rubble and sand (8) with refined white ware pottery, glass and metalwork (not retained) including a glass 1930s HP sauce bottle and a selection of 2oz Marmite and Bovril jars. A layer of topsoil (1) up to 0.4m deep sealed the pit and surviving subsoil.

	3.4 KL36
	3.4.1 The single north-east to south-west aligned trench excavated at KL36 (Trench 5) did not produce any archaeological features or deposits. The trench revealed a natural of alluvial sand and gravel overlain by 0.1m thick subsoil (2). The subsoil was sealed by 0.3m thick topsoil (1).

	3.5 KL37
	3.5.1 The three trenches at KL37 (Trenches 6, 7 & 8) did not produce any archaeological deposits. Trenches 6 and 7 were aligned west-north-west to east-south-east whilst Trench 8 was aligned north-east to south-west.
	3.5.2 The trenches were excavated onto a sandy gravel natural (7), which was sealed by 0.3m thick subsoil (2) and then 0.3m thick topsoil (1). The only features were a modern dog burial within Trench 6 and the modern footings for a brick built shed in Trench 7.

	3.6 Finds Summary
	Flint
	3.6.1 A single flint core fragment was recovered from ditch fill (5). It has no indications of controlled structured working and is characteristic of Bronze Age or Early Iron Age flint knapping.
	Pottery
	3.6.2 Four small body sherds of prehistoric pottery were recovered from fill (3) of tree throw (4). The sherds are in a dense quartz-sand tempered fabric and are tentatively dated as Middle Iron Age between c. 350-50 BC.
	Post-medieval to modern pottery and glassware
	3.6.3 Pit 9 produced an assemblage of post-medieval and primarily modern glassware and pottery, in particular white refined wares (not retained). This included 2oz Bovril and Marmite jars, pyrex bowls and transfer printed wares from around the 1930s.

	3.7 Environmental Summary
	3.7.1 The single environmental sample taken from ditch (6) was barren and did not produce any ecofactual or artefactual remains.


	4 Discussion and Conclusions
	4.1 KL34
	4.1.1 Trench 1 produced the only archaeological feature a small gully or ditch orientated north to south. The ditch contained a single residual Bronze Age or Iron Age struck flint. The ditch is undated and likely to be a field boundary.
	4.1.2 The trench was significantly deeper than Trench 1. The subsoil revealed within this trench was a light alluvial silt sealing a well sorted high energy fluvial or alluvial gravel deposit suggesting that the trench was located on the edge of a possible palaeo-channel.

	4.2 KL35
	Post-medieval and modern
	4.2.1 Pit 9 was located in the region of a large pit shown on the on the 3rd edition OS map along with Late 1800/early 1900 buildings. The site at the time was a timber yard. The buildings are likely to have been demolished at the time the pit was backfilled and then pushed into the pit. The pit fill (8) contained layers of demolition material and bottle dumps that included Bovril jars (2oz) and Hp Sauce bottles that date from the c. 1930s. Other contemporary glass ware and tableware, in particular white refined wares, was also observed during the excavation.

	4.3 KL36
	4.3.1 No archaeological features or deposits were found at this location.

	4.4 KL37
	4.4.1 The only features identified in this trench were a modern dog burial and the footings for one of the brick sheds built at the same time as the council houses due to be demolished as part of the development.

	4.5 Significance
	4.5.1 The limited recovery of artefactual remains suggests that the sites are outside the known Iron Age and Romano-British core of Kelvedon. The single small undated ditch may be evidence of a field boundary at this time
	4.5.2 The earliest occupation of the sites seems to have occurred during the late 1800s or early 1900s with the building of a timber yard on Church Road. In the 1960s the land was taken over for council housing at both Church Road and Thorne Road.

	4.6 Recommendations
	4.6.1 Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the County Archaeology Office.


	Appendix A. Trench Descriptions and Context Inventory
	Appendix B. Finds Reports
	B.1 Flint
	B.1.1 A single flint core fragment was recovered from fill (5) of ditch (6). The core is made from a semi translucent brownish-grey flint with a thick light yellowish-brown cortex. The cortex is in good condition suggesting the flint was recovered from within a chalk bed rather than a secondary depositional context. The form of the core fragment and the lack of structured working would suggest that the fragment is of Bronze Age or Iron Age date.

	B.2 Pottery
	B.2.1 Four small body sherds of handmade prehistoric pottery with a combined weight of 2g were recovered from context 3 of tree throw 4. The sherds are in a dense quartz-sand tempered fabric. Whilst the size of this group and the absence of diagnostic attributes makes dating problematic, quartz-sand tempered fabrics are typical of Middle Iron Age-type potting traditions in Essex (Brudenell 2016, 367), and therefore the sherds are tentatively assigned to the period between c. 350-50 BC.
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