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Summary 

From the 13th to 15th of September 2017 Oxford Archaeology East undertook 
an archaeological evaluation at Old School Lane, Upware, Cambridgeshire 
(centred TL 5375 7005).  

A total of six trenches measuring 30m in length were excavated, revealing an 
area of Late Roman settlement concentrated in the northern half of the site. 
The exposed features comprised a relatively dense network of ditches, gullies 
and pits forming parts of several rectilinear enclosures. Artefacts recovered 
from site included Roman pottery primarily dating between 250-400 AD, 
animal bone, ceramic building material, fragments of quern, stone, shell, three 
late Roman coins and a lead weight. The assemblage of ceramic building 
material suggests the presence of structures, and the stone observed in the 
topsoil may imply stone footings or stone packed postholes. 

The site was located adjacent to the River Cam, and would have occupied the 
end of a dryland peninsula during the Roman period. The relatively high 
frequency of non-local wares from Oxfordshire and Hertfordshire in the 
ceramic assemblage suggests the occupants had access to trade networks 
outside of the immediate local area, probably as a consequence of trade along 
the river. More broadly, the location of the sites fits within a wider Roman 
settlement pattern in the Soham/Wicken area, with sites distributed along the 
edge of the River Cam.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Scope of work 
1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) was commissioned by Emma Cross to undertake a trial 

trench evaluation at the site of 1 to 7 Old School Lane, Upware, Cambridgeshire 
(centred TL 5375 7005; Fig. 1) . 

1.1.2 The work was undertaken as a condition of Planning Permission (15/00482/OUT & 
16/01307/OUT) in accordance with a Brief issued by Gemma Stewart of the 
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team (CCC HET; Stewart 2017), 
and an approved Written Scheme of Investigation produced by OA (Bush 2017). This 
document outlines how OA implemented the Local Planning Authority’s requirements 
in line with the approved Written Scheme of Investigation. 

1.2 Location, topography and geology 
1.2.1 The site is located on the south-western edge of the village of Upware, Cambridgeshire, 

around 3km west of Wicken and 5km south of Stretham. 

1.2.2 The development site sits between 2.4m and 3.7m OD and is currently under pasture. 
It is bounded to the east by Upware Road, the north by residential houses and to the 
west and south by land under pasture. Approximately 60m to the south and west lies 
the River Cam. 

1.2.3 The natural geology consists of Upware Limestone Member with no superficial 
deposits recorded (Geology of Britain).  

1.3 Archaeological and historical background 
1.3.1 The following provides a summary of the archaeological background for the area 

surrounding the site, based on information provided by the Cambridgeshire Historic 
Environment Record (CHER). 

Prehistoric 

1.3.2 The majority of the records dating to the prehistoric period in this area come from find 
spots. An unidentified object of a Mesolithic date (CHER 06917) is recorded c.1km 
north-west of the site. Further evidence for Mesolithic activity has been recorded in 
the form of an assemblage of Mesolithic flintwork (CHER 06896) consisting of cores, 
flakes, blades and microliths, recovered from land just north of Old School Lane. 

1.3.3 A number of axeheads have been uncovered dating to the Neolithic and Bronze Age 
periods. Nearest to the site, 300m to the south, an axehead of an unknown date (CHER 
06579) has been recovered. Further afield, 500m to the north-east, a Neolithic 
polished flint axehead (CHER 06968), along with a further flint axehead, stone axehead 
and flint tools (CHER 06969A) have been collected. Here a Bronze socketed axehead 
(CHER 06969), of Bronze Age date, is also recorded in this field. 
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Roman 

1.3.4 As with the prehistoric records in the area, the Roman records are also solely based on 
find spots, with those nearest to the site being of a Roman date. Immediately to the 
east of the site, across Upware Road, are three recorded findspots. A Roman coin 
(CHER 06937) thought to depict Constantine the Great (308-337AD) was recovered 
although unstratified. A number of unstratified Roman pottery sherds were also 
recorded (CHER 06939, 06930), although the quantity and specific date is unknown.  

1.3.5 Other Roman findspots have been identified further afield. Many of these are pottery 
sherds with Roman being recovered from approximately 250m east of the site (CHER 
06940, 300m to the north-west (CHER 06942) and 600m to the north (CHER 06943). 
With those from the latter being described as fragments of Roman grey ware jars. 
Puddingstone quern fragments were also recovered from the sites to the north-west 
and north (CHER 06942, 06943).  

Anglo-Saxon and medieval 

1.3.6 A very small amount of findspots dating to the Anglo Saxon and medieval period have 
been uncovered in the vicinity of the site. An Anglo-Saxon scramasax, along with a 
small knife and skeletal remains (CHER 08152) has been recovered from land around 
0.5km east of the site.  

1.3.7 In the 1980s an early 13th century sword (CHER 02107) was dredged from the River 
Cam around 0.8m north of the site. Also dating to the 13th Century is Reach Lode, 
(CHER 07896) an artificial navigable watercourse, which runs for approximately 3 miles 
between Upware and Reach.  

1.3.8 Immediately north of Old School Lane, to the north of the site, are the rectangular 
cropmarks of a moated Civil War gun battery (CHER 01066). This gun battery was built 
upon a mound and moat of an earlier date. It is thought that the mound overlies a cell 
or chamber. The moat has been backfilled and can only be seen as a cropmark 
measuring approximately 5m wide.  

Post-medieval and modern 

1.3.9 Two pumping stations and a steam engine pump have been identified to the south of 
the site. The Burwell pumping station (CHER 06524) is located just off Upware Road, 
around 60m south of the site, its boilers are recorded as being made by William 
Fairbairn of Manchester.  The Swaffham Prior pumping station (CHER 06398) is 250m 
to the south and comprised a boiler room and engine room.  The site of a steam engine 
pump (CHER 06873) is also recorded 350m south. These buildings most likely 
originated in the 1800s.  

1.3.10 A number of manmade drains are also located south-east of Upware, and include 
Commissioner’s Drain (CHER 06874), which runs for 5 miles across Bottisham and 
Swaffham Fen, and Wicken Lode (CHER 06817) which runs between Wicken and 
Burwell. Harrison Farm is located 700m south-west of the site (CHER 06578) and was 
built in 1810 by Thomas Harrison. 
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Undated 

1.3.11 A handful of cropmarks have been identified in the surrounding area of Upware. Most 
notably are two east to west parallel linear cropmarks (CHER 10208) which have been 
mapped 150m east of the site, although are not seen continuing onto the site.  

1.3.12 Approximately 650m south-west of the site are cropmarks depicting an enclosure, sub-
square in plan and double ditched, a trackway and possible watercourse which appears 
to be a diversion channel of the River Cam (CHER 06577).  
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2 EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 
2.1 Aims 
2.1.1 The project aims and objectives were as follows: 

i. establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains on the site, 
characterise where they are found (location, depth and extent), and establish 
the quality of preservation of any archaeology and environmental remains 

ii. provide sufficient coverage to establish the character, condition, date and 
purpose of any archaeological deposits 

iii. provide sufficient coverage to evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and 
the possible presence of masking deposits 

iv. provide – in the event that archaeological remains are found – sufficient 
information to construct an archaeological mitigation strategy, dealing with 
preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, 
timetables, and orders of cost. 

2.2 Methodology 
2.2.1 A total of six trenches were excavated to a length of 30m using a 360 type excavator 

with a 2m wide ditching bucket. Trenches were excavated to the level of geological 
horizons or the upper interface of archaeological features, whichever was encountered 
first. All machine excavation took place under constant supervision of a suitably 
qualified and experienced archaeologist.  

2.2.2 Bucket sampling was conducted at both ends of every trench, with 90L of topsoil and 
90L of subsoil being hand sorted for finds.  

2.2.3 Spoil heaps and all features were also scanned with a metal detector. 

2.2.4 Environmental sampling took place on a selection of features across the site with at 
least one feature from each trench containing archaeology being sampled.   

2.2.5 The weather conditions were varied on site with both dry and wet weather, however 
ground conditions remained dry throughout.  
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3 RESULTS 
3.1 Introduction and presentation of results 
3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below, and include a stratigraphic 

description of the trenches that contained archaeological remains. The full details of 
all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found in Appendix A. 
Finds and environmental reports are presented in Appendix B and C. 

3.1.2 Cut features such as ditches or pits are shown in bold in the text. Finds and 
environmental remains are noted in the descriptions where relevant and summarised 
at the end of the Results Section. 

3.2 General soils and ground conditions 
3.2.1 The soil sequence between trenches was fairly uniform. The natural geology (3) 

consisted of a mixed mid orange yellow clay or yellow whitish degraded limestone. 
Above was a subsoil (2) measuring 0.05-0.28m thick, and consisting of a mid orange 
brown silty clay. This was in turn overlain by a dark brown grey clayey silt topsoil (1) 
0.3m thick.  

3.2.2 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, and the trenches 
remained dry throughout. Archaeological features, where present, were easy to 
identify against the underlying natural geology. 

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits 
3.3.1 A total of six trenches were excavated, four of which (Trenches 1, 2, 3 and 6) contained 

archaeological features and deposits (Fig. 2). Although Trenches 4 and 5 were devoid 
of features, Roman pottery and tile sherds were recovered from bucket sampling the 
topsoil in Trench 4. The features present in Trenches 1, 2, 3 and 6 comprised 13 ditches, 
two pits and two gullies, all of which date to the late Roman period.  

3.4 Trench 1 
3.4.1 Trench 1 was located at the northern end of the site, and was orientated north-east to 

south-west (Fig. 3). The trench revealed a total of five ditches (Plate 1) sealed by the 
subsoil soil, all of which were broadly aligned north-east to south-west or north-west 
to south-east.  

3.4.2 At the northern end of the trench was ditch 31. The ditch had a north-west to south-
east alignment and measured 0.86m wide and 0.36m deep with steep sides and a 
concave base (Fig. 5, Section 11). Its single fill (32) consisted of a mid reddish grey silty 
clay that contained three sherds of mid-2nd to 4th century Roman pottery (17g) and 
three fragments of animal bone (42g), including sheep/goat. Immediately to the south 
and running parallel to this was ditch 29. This measured 1.16m wide and 0.24m deep 
and had gently sloped sides and a concave base. Its single fill (30) consisted of a mid 
reddish grey silty clay that contained one cattle bone fragment (481g).  

3.4.3 Toward the centre of the trench, approximately 10m to the south-west of ditch 29, 
were ditches 22 and 25, both with a north-west to south-east alignment. Ditch 22 
measured 1.28m wide and 0.68m deep with steep sides and a concave base. The ditch 
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contained two fills. The basal fill (23) measured 0.32m thick and consisted of a mid grey 
brown silty clay that contained 56 sherds (1031g) of late 1st-3rd century Roman pottery 
and one piece of cattle bone (10g). Overlying this was fill 24 which measured 0.36m 
thick and consisted of a mid reddish grey silty clay.  

3.4.4 Ditch 22 was truncated by ditch 25. It measured 0.6m wide and 0.4m deep with sloped 
sides a a concave base. The ditch contained three fills. The basal fill (26) measured 
0.13m thick and consisted of a mid grey orange silty clay. Overlying this was fill 27 
which measured 0.1m thick and consisted of a dark grey brown silty clay that contained 
one sherds (83g) of 2nd-4th century Roman pottery and one fragment of (2g) of animal 
bone. The uppermost fill (28) measured 0.17m thick and consisted of a dark grey brown 
silty clay that contained eight sherds (131g) of mid-3rdto 4th century Roman pottery 
and three fragments (76g) of cattle and large mammal bone.  

3.4.5 At the southern end of the trench, and aligned perpendicular to ditches 22 and 25, was 
ditch 20. The ditch was orientated north-east to south-west and measured 1.35m wide 
and 0.48m deep with steep sides and a concave base (Fig 5, Section 5; Plate 2). Its 
single fill (21) consisted of a dark grey brown silty clay that contained five sherds (101g) 
of mid-3rd-4th century Roman pottery and 17 pieces of animal bone (809g) including 
cattle, dog, horse, sheep/goat and small mammal. An environmental sample taken 
from the ditch yielded charred cereal grains, weed seeds, wetland seeds and charcoal. 
Ditch 20 is likely to be a continuation of ditch 38 or 41 in Trench 2. 

3.4.6 Bucket sampling yielded five sherds of Roman pottery (68g) from the topsoil in Trench 
1: four from the northern end of the trench and one from the southern end. This 
exercise also recovered a single fragment of bone (48g) and an oyster shell (14g) from 
the topsoil of the southern end of the trench, whilst the subsoil here yielded a further 
fragment of animal bone (47g). A lead weight was retrieved from the subsoil (2) 
through metal detecting (SF 3).  

3.4.7 A quantity of unworked limestone rubble (pieces <25cm in size) was observed in the 
topsoil at the northern end of Trench 1. Cleaning of the trench section in this area 
revealed a band of rubble, c. 1m wide and 0.2m deep, at the base of the ploughsoil 
(Plate 7). The stone is unlikely to be in situ, but could represent the remnants of plough-
out footings from a Roman structure in the vicinity. 

3.5 Trench 2 
3.5.1 Trench 2 was located to the south of Trench 1, on a north-west to south-east 

orientation. The trench contained six ditches and two pits (Fig. 3).  

3.5.2 At the north-west end of the trench was pit 33 which measured 1.3m wide and 0.18m 
deep with sloped sides and a slightly concave base. Its single fill (34) consisted of a mid 
brown grey clayey silt which contained two sherds (10g) of mid-2nd to 4th century 
Roman pottery. This was truncated by ditch 4, broadly aligned east to west, and 
measured 1.52m wide and 0.3m wide, with gently sloped sides and a concave base 
(Plate 3). Its single fill (5) consisted of a mid reddish brown silty clay that contained 33 
sherds (650g) of mid-2nd to 3rd century Roman pottery, eight fragments of cattle and 
large mammal bone (231g), five pieces of ceramic building material (526g) including 
tegula, and a single oyster shell (42g).  
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3.5.3 Immediately to the south-east was ditch 41 which had a roughly east-north-east to 
west-south-west alignment and measured 0.6m wide and 0.16m deep with moderately 
sloping sides and a concave base. Its single fill (42) consisted of a light red brown clayey 
silt. This was truncated by ditch 38 which had the same alignment and measured 0.88m 
wide and 0.4m deep with steep sides and a concave base. This ditch contained two 
fills. Its basal fill (39) measured 0.26m thick and consisted of a mid grey orange silty 
clay. This was overlain by fill 40 which measured 0.14m thick and consisted of a grey 
orange clayey silt that contained two sherds (43g) of 2nd-4th century Roman pottery. 
Ditch 38 or 41 is likely to be a continuation of ditch 20 in Trench 1.  

3.5.4 In the centre of the trench was ditch 6, which had a roughly east-south-east to west-
north-west alignment and measured 1.4m wide and 0.6m deep. The ditch had steep 
sides, a concave base and two fills (Fig. 5, Section 2). The basal fill (7) measured 0.4m 
thick and consisted of a mixed yellow grey clay that contained five sherds (14g) of 2nd-
3rd century Roman pottery. Overlying this was fill 8 which measured 0.2m thick and 
consisted of a mid orange brown silty clay.  

3.5.5 Ditch 6 was truncated by ditch 35. The ditch was aligned broadly north-east to south-
west, parallel with ditches 41 and 38 to the west. The ditch measured 1m wide and 
0.3m deep with steep sides and a concave base.  The basal fill (36) of the ditch 
measured 0.1m thick and consisted of a dark grey silty clay. Overlying this was fill 37 
which measured 0.2m thick and consisted of a mid grey orange clayey silt that 
contained five pieces of animal bone (422g) largely derived from cattle. An 
environmental sample taken from fill 37 yielded charred cereal grains, weed seeds, 
wetland seeds and charcoal.  

3.5.6 Approximately 11m to the south-east was ditch 9 which had a north to south alignment 
and measured 0.35m wide and 0.13m deep. The ditch had gently sloped sides and a 
concave base, and was filled by mid brown grey silty clay (10). This contained seven 
sherds (58g) of mid 2nd-3rd century Roman pottery, two pieces of animal bone (73g) 
including horse and sheep/goat, and a fragment of fired clay (13g).  

3.5.7 At the south-eastern end of the trench was a possible rubbish pit (11), only partially 
exposed. The excavated segment measured 1.2m wide and 0.6m deep with very steep 
sides and a concave base (Fig. 5, Section 4; Plate 4). This pit contained two fills, the 
basal fill (12) derived from slumping, and measured 0.06m thick. It consisted of a light 
brown grey clayey silt that contained ten sherds (443g) of mid 3rd-mid 4th century 
Roman pottery and three pieces (58g) of large mammal bone. Overlying this was fill 13 
which measured 0.6m thick and consisted of a dark drown artefact-rich clayey silt. A 
total of 142 sherds of (2067g) of 4th century Roman pottery were recovered from the 
fill, alongside a moderate assemblage of animal bone, comprising 60 fragments 
(1780g) from cattle, sheep/goat, and small to large mammals. Four pieces of ceramic 
building material (CBM; 138g) including flue tile and tegula were also recovered, 
together with a piece of fired clay (8g), a rotary quern fragment (72g), another piece 
of possible worked stone (182g) and an oyster shell (2g). Furthermore, metal detecting 
of the fill yielded three Roman coins dating to the 4th century AD, more specifically 
323 to 361 AD (SF1, 2 and 4). An environmental sample take from the fill contained 
charred wheat and barley cereal grains, weed seeds, wetland seeds and charcoal. 
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3.5.8 Bucket sampling of the topsoil in Trench 2 yielded seven sherds of Roman pottery 
(247g; two sherds from the western end of the trench, 17g; five sherds from the 
eastern end, 230g). Four fragments of animal bone (109g), two pieces of CBM (410g) 
and a fragment of Millstone Grit rotary quern (1304g) were also recovered from 
sampling topsoil at the eastern end of the trench. No finds were retrieved from the 
subsoil.  

3.6 Trench 3 
3.6.1 Trench 3 was located at the centre of the site. It was aligned north-east to south-west 

alignment and contained three ditches and a gully (Fig. 3).  

3.6.2 Roughly 8m from the northern end of the trench was gully 14 which had a north-north-
east to south-south-west alignment and measured 0.45m wide and 0.12m deep. The 
gully had a U-shaped profile and was filled by a single deposit (15) of mid brown grey 
silty clay that yielded one sherd (5g) of 3rd-4th century Roman pottery and two 
fragments (57g) of animal bone.  

3.6.3 Immediately to the south were ditches 43 and 46 which had an east-south-east to west-
north-west alignment (Fig. 5, Section 15; Plate 5,). Ditch 46 measured 1.08m wide and 
0.62m thick with steep sides and a concave base. The ditch contained three fills: the 
basal fill (47) measured 0.06m deep and consisted of a light yellow brown silty clay that 
contained two sherds (33g) of 2nd-4th century Roman pottery and a fragment of fired 
clay plate (21g), possibly a piece of portable kiln. Overlying this was fill 48 which 
measured 0.2m thick and consisted of a mid orange brown silty clay that contained 
piece of animal bone (20g). The uppermost fill (49) measured 0.52m thick and 
consisted of a mid grey brown silty clay. This was truncated by ditch 43 which measured 
1.6m wide and 0.52m deep with moderately sloped sides and a concave base. This 
ditch contained two fills: basal fill (44) measured 0.16m thick and consisted of a dark 
brown grey silty clay which contained on sherd (8g) of 2nd-4th century Roman pottery 
and four fragments of animal bone(12g). An environmental sample taken from fill 44 
contained no charred plant remains, and only a small amount of charcoal. The upper 
fill of the ditch (45) measured 0.36m thick and consisted of a dark red brown silty clay. 
This yielded fur sherds (27g) of 2nd-4th century Roman pottery.  

3.6.4 Approximately 6.5m to the south-west was ditch 16, which had a roughly east to west 
alignment. The ditch measured 0.8m wide and 0.25m deep with steep sides and a 
concave base. Its single fill (17) consisted of a mid grey brown silty clay that contained 
four sherds (44g) of 2nd-3rd century Roman pottery, a single fragment of Roman tile 
(49g) and three pieces of animal bone (21g). An environmental sample taken from this 
context contained charred cereal grains and wetland seeds. 

3.6.5 Bucket sampling of the topsoil in Trench 3 yielded two sherds of Roman pottery (17g): 
one sherd (8g) recovered from the north end of the trench; one sherds recovered from 
the south end (9g). No finds were retrieved from the subsoil.  

3.7 Trenches 4 and 5 
3.7.1 No archaeological features were recorded in Trenches 4 and 5 (Plate 6). However, 

bucket sampling of the topsoil at the western end of Trench 4 yielded five sherds (33g) 
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of Roman pottery and one abraded fragment of Roman roof tile (49). No other finds 
were recovered from bucket sampling soil horizons in Trenches 4 and 5.   

3.8 Trench 6 
3.8.1 Trench 6 was located at the southern end of the site and was aligned north-west to 

south-east. A single gully (18; Fig. 2) was exposed in the trench, orientated north-east 
to south-west. The gully measured 0.55m wide and 0.12m deep with gently sloped 
sides and a concave base (Fig. 5, Section 7). Its single fill (19) consisted of a dark brown 
grey clayey silt that contained 39 sherds (537g) of mid 2nd-3rd century Roman pottery, 
a fragments of stone roof tile (79g), six fragments of animal bone (51g) and an oyster 
shell (23g). An environmental sample taken from the gully yielded charred cereal 
grains, weed seeds, wetland seeds and small amount of charcoal.  

3.8.2 Bucket sampling of the topsoil in Trench 6 yielded three sherds of Roman pottery (28g), 
one piece of possible Roman tile (106g) and one piece of possible medieval or post-
medieval tile (50g). All were recovered from the eastern end of the trench.  No finds 
were retrieved from the subsoil.  

3.9 Finds summary 
3.9.1 A total of 349 sherds (5716g) of Roman pottery was recovered from 15 features across 

the site, the majority of which was in Trench 2. The pottery largely dates to the 2nd to 
4th century, with a peak in the 3rd and 4th centuries although pottery from ditch 22 
potentially dates to slightly earlier (1st to 3rd century). The pottery recovered 
comprises a number of fabrics and forms indicative of a domestic settlement with an 
access to trade. Fragments of stone roof tiles and querns were uncovered from two 
features (11 and 18) as well as the topsoil.  

3.9.2 Only small assemblages of ceramic building material and fired clay were recovered 
from the site. A number of fragments of CBM were suggestive of Roman structures, 
including pieces of tegula roof tile. Only one fragment of diagnostic fired clay was 
recovered, this being a fragment of clay plate (ditch 46) forming part of the portable 
furniture to an Early Roman kiln.  

3.9.3 Three coins were retrieved from pit 11, all these coins date to the 4th century AD and 
are thought to depict Constatine I and Constantius II. A single lead weight of an 
unknown date was also retrieved from the subsoil (2) of Trench 1. 

3.10 Environmental summary 
3.10.1 A total of six samples were taken from features across the four trenches that contained 

archaeology. These were taken from ditches, a pit and a gully. Charred cereal grains 
were recovered from all samples bar that from ditch 43. Pit 11 contained the largest 
assemblage of identifiable grains which contained wheat and barley. Weed seeds were 
also identified from four of the samples which included seeds of plants that are likely 
to have been growing amongst the cereals, such as docks, bromes, clover/medick. 
Wetland plants were also represented and most likely used for flooring/thatching and 
as fuel.  
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3.10.2 The animal bone recovered comprised 125 fragments (weighing 4342g) with cattle 
being the dominant species recorded, although this is partly due to bone preservation 
on site. Sheep/goat was also present as were a very small amount of horse and dog.  

3.10.3 Only four fragments of oyster shell (weighing 81g) were recovered from features on 
site.  
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4 DISCUSSION 
4.1 Reliability of field investigation 
4.1.1 The archaeological features could be clearly identified within the underlying geology 

and all features identified were excavated. The nature of evaluation makes it difficult 
to fully interpret these features due to only small portions being uncovered and 
relationships between features not possible to ascertain. However, the excavated 
features have provided knowledge of the type of settlement present as well as a 
substantial quantity of dateable material and an indication of good environmental 
preservation on site. 

4.2 Upware Roman Settlement 
4.2.1 The evaluation has identified an area of Late Roman (3rd to 4th century) activity at the 

site, comprising a relatively complex network of ditches, gullies and pits yielding 
artefact assemblages indicative of settlement. In total, four of the six trenches revealed 
Roman features with a clear concentration of activity towards the northern part of the 
site across Trenches 1-3. A single gully (18) was also identified in Trench 6, indicating a 
further potential focus of activity. 

4.2.2 The majority of features revealed were ditches, all of which were aligned north-west 
to south-east, north-east to south-west, or east to west and north to south. These 
mostly measured 0.6-1.5m wide and 0.4-0.6m deep. They were characterised by 
simple fill sequences of brown grey clay silts yielding varying quantities of Roman 
pottery, animal bone and ceramic building material, with occasional pieces of fired clay, 
quern and oyster shell.  

4.2.3 The consistency in the alignment of some of the ditches suggests they are likely to have 
formed part of a rectilinear system of small, linked settlement enclosures, measuring 
c. 20m by 20m. This pattern is most evident in the arrangement of ditches 22/25, 
20/38/41 and 6 in Trenches 1 and 2, which appears to form three sides of the same 
compound. Ditches 43/46 in Trench 3 may represent the southern boundary of a 
second enclosure to the south, as the spacing between ditch 43/46 in Trench 3 and 
ditch 6 in Trench 2, is very similar to that between ditches 22/25 in Trench 1 and ditch 
6 in Trench 2 – all features sharing the same alignment. Several ditches in this system 
were also re-cut along the same axis (e.g. 22/25 and 38/41), or in the instance of ditch 
4, truncated ditches 38/41 on a slightly different east-west orientation. This ditch may 
belong to a separate boundary system with ditches 9 and 16 in Trenches 2 and 3, 
aligned broadly north to south and east to west.  

4.2.4 Whatever the exact relationships and phasing details, the identification of Late Roman 
ditches on various alignments, often re-cut, indicates boundary modification and 
maintenance characteristic of sustained activity. The presence of pits (33 and 11) is 
also notable, especially pit 11 which yielded the single largest group of artefacts –  152 
sherds of late Roman pottery, animal bone, ceramic building material, fragments of 
quern, fired clay, oyster shell and three coins dating to 323 to 361 AD. The artefact-rich 
dark-brown grey capping fill (13) of pit 11 is reminiscent of midden-like ‘dark earth’ 
deposits, which often survive in hollows, or fill the tops of Late Roman features.  The 
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coins and the assemblage of 4th century pottery from this fill in pit 11 are the latest 
finds from the site, and suggest this deposit was made toward the close of occupation. 

4.2.5 More generally, the quantity of the range of material recovered from the evaluation is 
fairly typical of that associated with late Roman rural farmsteads. Whilst no structural 
features were revealed (though gully 14, Trench 3, could conceivably be a beam slot), 
the recovery of Roman brick and tile suggests a building or buildings in the vicinity. This 
is also hinted at by the presence of unworked limestone rubble observed in the topsoil 
and section of the northern end of Trench 1 – stone possibly derived from ploughed-
out building footings or posthole packing. In this instance, the presence of stone need 
not reflect high status, as limestone is readily available in the local area. Moreover, 
there are few other indications of status in the material assemblages. The ceramic 
repertoire, for example, is largely domestic in character, geared towards the storage, 
preparation and serving of food and drink. Likewise, the faunal and environmental 
record indicate a fairly typical mixed agricultural regime.  

4.2.6 On the other hand, it is noteworthy that the pottery assemblage includes a relatively 
high frequency of non-local wares from Oxfordshire and Hertfordshire, implying that 
the occupants had access to trade networks outside of the immediate local area. This 
may be explained by the location of the site, adjacent to the River Cam, which probably 
served as regional trade corridor. Roman settlement in the wider landscape appears to 
have been located in close proximity to the river, presumably to take advantage of the 
waterway and the trade route it provided. This is aptly illustrated by the result of the 
Fenland Survey around Soham and Wicken, where Roman sites were identified every 
c. 500m along the river-edge to the north of Upware (Hall 1996, 77, Fig. 37). The site 
identified by this evaluation fits within this broad pattern of river-edge settlement, 
with the site being located at the tip of a dryland peninsular in the Roman period 
(Fig.4). 

4.3 Significance 
4.3.1 This evaluation has identified an area of late Roman settlement, the core of which lies 

in the northern half of the site in Trenches 1-3. The settlement comprises a series of 
ditches, gullies and pits forming parts of several rectilinear enclosures on two or more 
different alignments. The character and composition of the material assemblages is 
largely typical of late Roman rural settlement in Cambridgeshire, which tends to yield 
substantial groups of pottery, animal bone, ceramic building material and metalwork 
(particularly coins). The assemblage of ceramic building material suggests the presence 
of structures, and the stone in the topsoil may imply the presence of stone footings or 
stone packed postholes. Overall, preservation is also fairly typical of plough truncated 
Roman sites, with the results from the bucket sampling suggesting that the topsoil may 
have a significant Roman artefact content.  

4.3.2 Previously recorded finds of Roman pottery and coins on and immediately east of the 
site (CHER 06937, 06939 and 06930) suggest the settlement extended further east 
across Upware Road, and was possibly associated with  cropmark ditches recorded in 
this area (CHER 10208).  More broadly, the location of the site fits within a wider Roman 
settlement pattern in the Soham/Wicken area, with sites distributed along the edge of 
the River Cam.  
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APPENDIX A  TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY 
 

Trench 1 
General description Orientation NE-SW 
Trench contained five ditches overlain by subsoil and topsoil. 
Natural consisted of an orangey yellow clay 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth 
(m) 0.77 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.18-0.28 Topsoil Pot Roman 
2 Layer  - 0.58-0.7 Subsoil Lead weight - 
3 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
20 Cut 1.35 0.48 Ditch - 240-400AD 
21 Fill 1.35 0.48 Ditch Pot, animal 

bone 
240-400AD 

22 Cut 1.28 0.68 Ditch - 70-300AD 
23 Fill  0.32 Ditch Pot, animal 

bone 
70-300AD 

24 Fill  0.36 Ditch - 70-300AD 
25 Cut 0.6 0.4 Ditch - 150-400AD 
26 Fill  0.13 Ditch  150-400AD 
27 Fill  0.1 Ditch Pot, animal 

bone 
150-400AD 

28 Fill  0.17 Ditch Pot, animal 
bone 

250-400AD 

29 Cut 1.16 0.24 Ditch - 200-400AD 
30 Fill 1.16 0.24 Ditch Animal bone 200-400AD 
31 Cut 0.86 0.36 Ditch - 150-400AD 
32 Fill 0.86 0.36 Ditch Pot 150-400AD 

 
Trench 2 
General description Orientation NW-SE 
Trench contained six ditches and two pits overlain by subsoil and 
topsoil. Natural consisted of a light yellow clay 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth 
(m) 

0.44 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.3-0.32 Topsoil Pot Roman 
2 Layer  - 0.05-0.2 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
4 Cut 1.52 0.3 Ditch - 150-300AD 
5 Fill 1.52 0.3 Ditch Pot, animal 

bone, shell 
150-300AD 

6 Cut 1.4 0.6 Ditch - 100-300AD 
7 Fill  0.4 Ditch Pot 100-300AD 
8 Fill  0.2 Ditch - 100-300AD 
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9 Cut 0.35 0.13 Ditch  150-300AD 
10 Fill 0.35 0.13 Ditch Pot, fired clay, 

animal bone 
150-300AD 

11 Cut 1.2 0.6 Pit - 250-400AD 
12 Fill  0.06 Pit Pot, animal 

bone 
250-350AD 

13 Fill  0.6 Pit Pot, stone, 
fired clay, 
animal bone, 
shell, three 
coins 

300-400AD 

33 Cut 1.3 0.18 Pit - 150-400AD 
34 Fill 1.3 0.18 Pit Pot 150-400AD 
35 Cut 1 0.3 Ditch - 200-400AD 
36 Fill  0.1 Ditch - 200-400AD 
37 Fill  0.2 Ditch Animal bone 200-400AD 
38 Cut 0.88 0.4 Ditch - 100-400AD 
39 Fill  0.26 Ditch - 100-400AD 
40 Fill  0.14 Ditch Pot 100-400AD 
41 Cut 0.6 0.16 Ditch - 200-400AD 
42 Fill 0.6 0.16 Ditch - 200-400AD 

 
Trench 3 
General description Orientation NE-SW 
Trench contained three ditches and one gully overlain by subsoil 
and topsoil. Natural consisted of a clay and chalk 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth 
(m) 

0.44 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.32-0.36 Topsoil Pot Roman 
2 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
14 Cut 0.45 0.12 Gully - 200-400AD 
15 Fill 0.45 0.12 Gully Pot, animal 

bone 
200-400AD 

16 Cut 0.8 0.25 Ditch - 100-300AD 
17 Fill 0.8 0.25 Ditch Pot, animal 

bone 
100-300AD 

43 Cut 1.6 0.52 Ditch - 100-400AD 
44 Fill  0.16 Ditch Pot, animal 

bone 
100-400AD 

45 Fill  0.36 Ditch Pot 100-400AD 
46 Cut 1.08 0.62 Ditch - 100-400AD 
47 Fill  0.06 Ditch Pot, fired clay 100-400AD 
48 Fill  0.2 Ditch Animal bone 100-400AD 
49 Fill  0.52 Ditch - 100-400AD 
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Trench 4 
General description Orientation NW-SE 
Trench was devoid of archaeology. Subsoil and topsoil were 
present overlying a natural geology of clay and chalk 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth 
(m) 

0.43 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil Pot Roman 
2 Layer  - 0.4-0.45 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 
Trench 5 
General description Orientation NE-SW 
Trench was devoid of archaeology. Subsoil and topsoil were 
present overlying a natural geology of clay 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth 
(m) 

0.42 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.25-0.3 Topsoil -  - 
2 Layer  - 0.05-0.2 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 
Trench 6 
General description Orientation NW-SE 
Trench contained a single gully overlain by subsoil and topsoil. Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth 
(m) 

0.4 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.35 Topsoil Pot Roman 
2 Layer  - 0.05 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
18 Cut 0.55 0.12 Gully - 150-300AD 
19 Fill 0.55 0.12 Gully Pot, stone, 

animal bone, 
shell 

150-300AD 
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APPENDIX B  FINDS REPORTS 
B.1 Metal Finds 

By Denis  Sami  

Introduction 

B.1.1 Four metal artefacts were collected from archaeological features, namely three Roman 
coins and a lead weight. The coins are in fairly poor condition presenting signs of 
corrosion and patina, it was nonetheless possible to identify them. The lead weight is 
missing the iron suspension loop and shows post-depositional damage. 

Methodology 

B.1.2 Finds were quantified by typology using the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PSA) online 
data collection, as well as the Roman Imperial Coinage (RIC) volume VIII, as references. 
Measured attributes area as follows: Length (L), width (W), thickness (T) and weight 
(Wt). A catalogue of the analysed finds follows below.  

Catalogue 

B.1.3 SF 1 – fill 13, pit 11. A complete copper-alloy nummus possibly of Constantius II, dating 
c. 355-361 AD (Reece period 18). REV: [FEL TEMP REPARATIO], Soldier spearing 
horseman. In ex. D-//?. Diam.: 15.6 mm; T: 1.6 mm; Wt: 1.3 g. 

B.1.4 SF 2- fill 13, pit 11. A complete copper-alloy nummus possibly of the House of 
Constantine, dating to c. 335-41 AD (Reece period 17). REV: [GLORIA EXERCITVS], two 
soldiers and one standard. Mint uncertain. Diam.: 15 mm; T: 1.8 mm; Wt:1.3 g. 

B.1.5 SF 3 (2), Tr 1. A complete roughly cast lead conical weight. The top is truncated. A 
tapering hole measuring 5 mm at the base and 3.4 mm at the apex pass through the 
weight. Height: 20 mm; Diam. (base): 20 mm; Diam. (apex): 8 mm; Wt:18.5 g. 

B.1.6 SF 4 – fill 13, pit 11, sample 1. A complete copper-alloy nummus of Constantine I, dating 
c. 323-324 AD (Reece period 16), mint of Trier. REV: [SARMATIA DE]VICTA, Victory 
advancing right holding wreath and palm, kicking captive bound at feet. In ex; PTR 
(crescent). RIC vol. VII, Trier no. 435. Diam.: 19 mm; T: 1.9 mm; Wt: 2.8 g. 

 

B.2 Roman pottery 

By Katie  Anderson 

Introduction 

B.2.1 An assemblage of Roman pottery totalling 349 sherds, weighing 5716g and 
representing 5.75 EVEs (estimated vessel equivalent) and a minimum of 42 vessels 
(MNV) was recovered from the evaluation.  All of the pottery was analysed and 
recorded in accordance with the Study Group for Roman Pottery guidelines (Perrin 
2011). 
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Assemblage Composition  

B.2.2 Roman pottery was recovered from 15 different features across four trenches.  The 
assemblage was predominately late Roman in date, with a date range of AD200-400, 
including some material dating to the 4th century AD.  The only exception to this was 
a fragmented jar from Ditch 22, which was potentially slightly earlier in date, with a 
date range of AD70-300.   

B.2.3 The assemblage varies in condition with a moderately low mean weight of 16.4g.  The 
sherds range in size from small to large, although the majority were small, with a 
number of sherds noted as being abraded.  There are a small number of refitting 
sherds, however, in all cases these were inter-context refits, with no examples of cross-
context refits.  

B.2.4 A range of vessel fabrics were identified (Table 1), although the assemblage is 
dominated by Romano-British coarsewares which represent 80% of the total 
assemblage, comprising both sourced and unsourced wares.  Within this group, sandy 
greywares dominate (48% of the total assemblage), including coarsewares and 
finewares and micaceous variants of both.  The bulk of wares within this category are 
likely to have been made in the local area.  This includes 43 (1247g) Horningsea 
greyware sherds, which can be considered as a local product given the sites close 
proximity to the Horningsea kilns, some 9km southwest of the site.  However, 
unsourced sandy greywares are the most common fabric group, representing 36% of 
the total assemblage.  Aside for the Horningsea greywares, other sourced Romano-
British coarsewares include one Horningsea black-burnished ware, one Nene Valley 
greyware and one BB2 ware and single sherd from a Nene Valley whiteware mortaria. 

B.2.5 Romano-British finewares account for a further 19% of the assemblage, of which Nene 
Valley colour-coated wares are the most commonly occurring, totalling 28 sherds 
weighing 540g.  In addition to the colour-coated sherds, there is also a large sherd from 
a Nene Valley self-coloured ware with painted decoration.  The dominance of Nene 
Valley wares within the fineware category is a reflection of the date at which the site 
peaked, in the late Roman period.  Nene Valley products can also be considered as local 
products as they represent one of the largest fineware industries in Cambridgeshire.  
That said, the site clearly had access to wares from outside of the local area, including 
eight sherds of from the Oxfordshire kilns, as well as nine Hadham red-slipped wares.  
The remaining 1% of the assemblage comprises imported wares, consisting of four 
Central Gaulish sherds (69g).  The low number of imported wares is likely to be a 
reflection of the date at which the site was occupied in the late Roman period, when 
the number of imported wares in Britain was lower than in previous periods, rather 
than having any implications for the status/wealth etc. of the site.   

  

Fabric Code Fabric No. Wt(g) 
BB2 Black-burnished ware 2 1 16 
BLKSL Black-slipped ware (unsourced) 15 166 
CC Colour-coat (unsourced) 2 18 
CSGW Coarse sandy greyware (unsourced) 29 345 
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Fabric Code Fabric No. Wt(g) 
CSMBLK Coarse sandy micaceous black-slipped ware (unsourced) 2 161 
CSMGW Coarse sandy micaceous grey ware (unsourced) 86 1303 
CSMRDU Coarse sandy micaceous reduced ware (unsourced) 7 68 
CSOX Coarse sandy oxidised ware (unsourced) 15 178 
FSGW Fine sandy greyware (unsourced) 7 39 
FSMBLK Fine sandy micaceous black ware (unsourced) 11 29 
FSMGW Fine sandy micaceous greyware (unsourced) 3 20 
FSMRDU Fine sandy micaceous reduced(unsourced) 3 25 
HADBB Hadham black-burnished ware 2 38 
HADRDU Hadham fine reduced ware 3 43 
HADRS Hadham red-slipped ware 4 20 
HORNBB Horningsea black-burnished ware 1 15 
HORNGW Horningsea greyware 43 1267 
IMITBB Imitation black-burnished ware 7 127 
NVCC Nene Valley colour-coated ware 28 540 
NVGW Nene Valley greyware 1 7 
NVSC Nene Valley self-coloured ware 1 14 
NVWW Nene Valley whiteware 1 152 
OXFRS Oxfordshire red-slipped ware 7 45 
OXFWS Oxfordshire white slipped 1 10 
SAMCG Samian - Central Gaulish 4 69 
SHELL Shell-tempered ware 64 992 
WW Whiteware (unsourced) 1 9 

 Table 1: Roman pottery by fabric 

B.2.6  A range of vessel forms were identified (Table 2), which along with the usewear 
evidence, are indicative of domestic consumption, with a range of vessels used for the 
storage, preparation and serving of food and drink.  

B.2.7 Jars are the most commonly occurring representing 40% of all vessels by sherd count 
(138 sherds, 3224g), representing a minimum number of vessels (MNV) of 19 vessels.  
Within this category there are a range of different sized jars, representing different 
functions with rim diameters ranging in size from 10cm to 28cm.  In addition to the 
diagnostic jar sherds, there are also 12 sherds (378g) from Horningsea greyware 
storage jars, easily identifiable from the thickness of the sherds as well as the internal 
and external combing noted on most examples.  69 jar sherds were noted as having 
exterior sooting, indicative of being used over a fire.  This figure is perhaps deceptively 
high due to the presence of a semi-complete (when refitted) jar from fill 23, ditch 22, 
Trench 1. 

B.2.8 Dishes and bowls are moderately well represented, with a minimum of seven and six 
different vessels respectively.   This comprises both coarseware and fineware varieties, 
including five beaded-flanged bowls, in both coarseware and fineware fabrics including 
one Nene Valley colour-coated ware.   Straight-sided dishes were relatively well 
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represented, of which there are six examples as well as one Central Gaulish samian 
Dragendorff 31 dish (19) Trench 6.  Other vessel forms identified within the assemblage 
comprise a minimum of one beaker, one Nene Valley mortaria and one possible lid. 

Form No. Wt(g) MNV 
Beaker 5 35 1 
Bowl 7 279 6 
Closed 83 806 1 
Dish 9 180 7 
Flagon 2 16 0 
Jar 132 2910 19 
Lid? 2 10 1 
Mortaria 2 162 1 
Open 7 148 0 
Storage jar 6 314 0 
Unknown 94 856 6 
TOTAL 349 5716 42 

Table 2: Roman pottery by form 

Contextual Analysis  

B.2.9 Roman pottery was recovered from 18 contexts as well as the topsoil and subsoil, 
representing 15 different features from four trenches in varying quantities (Table 3).  
Eight contexts contained small assemblages of pottery totalling fewer than ten sherds, 
while three contexts contained between 11-30 sherds.  The remaining one context 
contained a large assemblage of 142 sherds.  The bulk of the assemblage, was 
recovered from Trench 2, totalling 211 sherds, weighing 3549g from five different 
features, thus representing 60% of the total Roman assemblage by sherd count.   

B.2.10 The majority of the Roman pottery assemblage derived from ditches (81%), with a 
further 11.5% from gullies and the remaining 7.5% coming from topsoil and subsoil. 
Ditch/pit 11, Trench 2 contained the largest quantity of material from a single feature, 
totalling 152 sherds weighing 2510g from two contexts.  There was a subtle difference 
in date between the two fills with context (12) having a spotdate of AD250-350 and 
context (13) dating AD300-400.  The mean weight of the pottery from this context is 
16.5g, and includes 24 (396g) Nene Valley colour-coated sherds, several of which were 
noted as having very abraded surfaces, while two sherds were noted as having post-
breakage burning, indicating that these sherds were not deposited immediately after 
they were broken.   

 

Context Cut Trench No. Wt(g) Context spotdate 
1 n/a 1 5 68 n/a 
1 n/a 2 7 247 n/a 

1 n/a 3 2 17 n/a 
1 n/a 4 5 33 n/a 
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Context Cut Trench No. Wt(g) Context spotdate 
1 n/a 6 3 28 n/a 
2 n/a 0 2 21 n/a 
5 4 2 33 650 AD150-300 
7 6 2 5 14 AD100-300 
10 9 2 7 58 AD150-300 
12 11 2 10 443 AD250-350 
13 11 2 142 2067 AD300-400 
15 14 3 1 5 AD200-400 
17 16 3 4 44 AD100-300 
19 18 6 39 537 AD150-300 
21 20 1 5 101 AD240-400 
23 22 1 56 1031 AD70-300 
27 25 1 1 83 AD150-400 
28 25 1 8 131 AD250-400 
32 31 1 3 17 AD150-400 
34 33 2 2 10 AD150-400 
40 38 2 2 43 AD100-400 
44 43 3 1 8 AD100-400 
45 43 3 4 27 AD100-400 
47 46 3 2 33 AD100-400 
TOTAL - - 349 5716 - 

Table 3: Roman pottery quantification by context 

B.2.11 Ditch 22, Trench 1 contained the second largest assemblage of Roman pottery, totalling 
56 sherds weighing 1031g, however these sherds are from a single vessel; a semi-
complete micaceous sandy greyware jar, with a flanged, beaded rim and bands of rilling 
on the exterior.  This was a medium sized jar with a rim diameter of 22cm (of which 
50% was recovered) and a base diameter of 10cm, of which 20% was recovered.  This 
vessel has sooting across much of the exterior, indicative of it having been placed over 
a fire.  This jar was fairly generic in terms of fabric and form, and thus applying a tight 
date range was problematic.  However, it is possible that it is slightly earlier in date 
than the bulk of the assemblage with a suggested date range of AD70-300.  That so 
many sherds were recovered from single slot suggests this vessel was deposited soon 
after breakage, although the lack of other material in the feature is of interest and 
could imply a more formal motive behind the deposition. 

B.2.12 Overall, the Roman pottery demonstrates that there was activity in the later Roman 
period, with a suggested peak in activity between AD250-400.  The quantity of pottery 
is indicative of fairly intensive activity in the late Roman period, certainly around Trench 
2, and in particular Ditch/pit 11.  The forms identified within this assemblage suggest 
this is likely to have been domestic in nature.  The range of fabrics identified is of 
interest, and suggests that the site had access to trade networks from outside of the 
immediate local area.   
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B.3 Stone 

By Carole Fletcher  

Introduction 

B.3.1 A small assemblage of stone artefacts and unworked stone (1.671kg) was recovered 
from the evaluation. The functional categories used are defined by Crummy in 1983 
and 1988: Category 4: Household Items and Furniture, Category 9: Buildings and 
Services. The artefacts are fragments of Millstone Grit quern or millstone and pieces 
of Collyweston limestone roof tiles; the unworked stone is limestone.  

B.3.2 All the stone has been weighed, counted and described, and is recorded in Table 4. The 
stone and archive are curated by Oxford Archaeology East until formal deposition, 
dispersal or disposal. 

Assemblage 

B.3.3 Category 4: Household utensils: fragments of Millstone Grit rotary quern or millstone 
were recovered from pit 11 and the topsoil, both in Trench 2. Millstone Grit from 
Derbyshire and Yorkshire has been used as a material for making querns and millstones 
since at least Roman times (BGS 2017). The small fragment from pit 11 is a piece from 
the edge of a quern. Although the lithology is near-identical to the large piece 
recovered from the topsoil, it is not from the same quern stone, as the grain size is 
markedly different.  

B.3.4 Category 9: Buildings and Services: Pit 11 in Trench 2 and gully 18 in Trench 6 both 
produced a fragment of Collyweston limestone roof tile from two different tiles. 
Collyweston ‘slate’ has been used as a building material since at least the Roman period 
(Collyweston Stone Slaters Trust 2013).  

B.3.5 An unworked piece of slightly fossiliferous limestone was found in the Trench 1 topsoil. 

Discussion 

B.3.6 Having been recovered from the topsoil, the large fragment of quern or millstone may 
have travelled due to plough disturbance, although its weight probably limited this 
movement. The fragment of quern from pit 11 can probably be dated by the Roman 
finds from the feature. Given that these Millstone Grit fragments are most likely from 
the same source, it may be assumed that they are of the same date.  

B.3.7 It is very likely that the tiles are contemporary with the Roman pottery and coins found 
in the same features from which they were recovered. Both items indicate trade with 
places beyond the immediate area, or with groups who had those trading connections. 

B.3.8 Should further work be undertaken, the stone should be incorporated into any later 
catalogue. If no further work is undertaken, the following catalogue acts as a full 
record. 
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Trench Context  Cut Category and description No of 
fragments 

Weight 
(Kg) 

Date 

1 1  Fragment of dark grey slightly 
fossiliferous limestone; small shell 
pieces only. Uneven, broken faces 
mostly show interior; smoother 
faces may represent exterior of 
original pebble or boulder. 
Probably unworked. 32 x 30 x 
24mm 

1 0.036 Not 
closely 
datable 

2 1  Fragment of relatively fine-grained 
Millstone Grit rotary quern or 
millstone upper stone. The portion 
of rim that survives has a 
pronounced lip, with polishing on 
the lower surface. Not enough 
survives to estimate original 
diameter and the outer edge is 
damaged. The upper surface is 
uneven and damaged, with no 
evidence of dressing. 140 x 135mm 
and 43-57mm thick.  

1 1.302 Not 
closely 
datable 

2  

 

13 11 Small fragment of moderately 
coarse-grained Millstone Grit, 
probably from a rotary quern 
upper stone. Appears to be a piece 
of the broken rim, but is too small 
to establish a diameter. 53mm 
thick 

1 0.072 Not 
closely 
datable. 
Ditch 
contained 
Roman 
pottery 
and coins 

   Sub-rectangular piece of pale grey 
micaceous limestone, Collyweston 
slate, part of a roof tile. Somewhat 
uneven, but essentially flat upper 
and lower surfaces. Very clear 
bedding visible in freshly-broken 
edge. 86 x 82mm and 11-15mm 
thick 

1 0.182  

6 19 18 Triangular piece of pale grey 
limestone, Collyweston slate, part 
of a roof tile. Somewhat uneven, 
but essentially flat upper and 
lower surfaces. 105 x 65mm and 8-
13mm thick 

1 0.079 Not 
closely 
datable. 
Gully 
contained 
Roman 
Pottery 

Total    5 1.671  

Table 4: Stone by context 
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B.4 Ceramic Building Material 

By Ted Levermore  

Introduction 

B.4.1 A small assemblage of ceramic building material (CBM) was collected during the 
evaluation at Old School Lane, Upware. This material was fragmentary and moderately 
abraded yet, despite this, it was predominantly Roman in date. This report will 
characterise the assemblage. 

Methodology 

B.4.2 The assemblage was quantified by context, fabric and form and counted and weighed 
to the nearest whole gram. Fabrics were examined using a x20 hand lens and were 
described by main inclusions present. Width, length and thickness were recorded 
where possible. Woodforde (1976) and McComish (2015) formed the basis of 
reference material for identification and dating. 

B.4.3 The quantified data and fabric descriptions are presented on an Excel spreadsheet held 
with the site archive. 

Results of Analysis  

Fabrics 

B.4.4 Several fabrics were identified which suggests multiple origins or production phases 
for the material. Generally, though, the fabrics were made in a silty to fine sandy clay 
with few to no inclusions. When inclusions were identified these tended to be fine 
rounded to sub angular flint, rounded calcareous material and clay or grog pellets. 

Assemblage 

B.4.5 The CBM was collected from four contexts, including the topsoil, in Trenches 2, 3, 4 
and 6. Trench 6 produced the only likely non-Roman fragment. 

Trench 2 

B.4.6 A total of 11 fragments (1072g) of Roman brick and tile came from this trench. The 
topsoil produced two fragments of a thick tile or brick (410g) – most likely from a tegula 
or a pedalis. Four probable fragments (526g) of tegula and an undiagnostic fragment 
were collected from Ditch 4. A fragment of flue tile with combing (43g), two fragments 
of tegula (64g) and an undiagnostic fragment (29g) were collected from Pit 11. 

Trench 3 

B.4.7 A single fragment of Roman tile (49g) was collected from Ditch 16. 

Trench 4 

B.4.8 A single fragment of abraded Roman tile (49g) was collected from the topsoil of this 
trench. 

Trench 6  
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B.4.9 Two tile fragments were collected from the topsoil of this trench. The first (106g) was 
a fragment of tile with a fabric similar to the Roman material found elsewhere. The 
other (50g) was an inch thick and more reminiscent of a medieval to post-medieval 
floor brick.  

 

B.5 Fired Clay 

By Ted Levermore  

Introduction 

B.5.1 Archaeological work produced a very small assemblage of fired clay (4 fragments, 42g). 
An amorphous fragment (13g) from ditch 9, Trench 2 and a fragment of flattened fired 
clay (8g) from pit 11, Trench 2. Lastly a fragment of clay plate, with organic impressions 
and reduced surfaces, (21g) from ditch 46, Trench 3.  

B.5.2 The latter fragment is the most notable. It is probably from the Late Iron Age to Early 
Romano-British kiln portable kiln furniture tradition. Clay plates were used to construct 
temporary floors and shelves inside pottery kilns (Swan 1984). 
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APPENDIX C  ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS 
C.1 Environmental Samples 

By Rachel Fosberry  

Introduction  

C.1.1 Six bulk samples were taken from features within the evaluated area at land at south 
of Old School Lane, Upware, Cambridgeshire in order to assess the quality of 
preservation of plant remains and their potential to provide useful data as part of 
further archaeological investigations.  Samples were taken from features encountered 
within four trenches from deposits that are Late Roman in date.  

Methodology 

C.1.2 The samples were soaked in a solution of sodium carbonate for 24hrs prior to 
processing to break down the heavy clay matrix. The total volume (approximately 20L) 
of each of the samples was processed by tank flotation using modified Siraff-type 
equipment for the recovery of preserved plant remains, dating evidence and any other 
artefactual evidence that might be present. The floating component (flot) of the 
samples was collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue was washed through 
10mm, 5mm, 2mm and a 0.5mm sieve.                                      

C.1.3 The dried flots were scanned using a binocular microscope at magnifications up to x 
60 and an abbreviated list of the recorded remains are presented in Table 5. 
Identification of plant remains is with reference to the Digital Seed Atlas of the 
Netherlands (Cappers et al. 2006) and the authors' own reference collection. 
Nomenclature is according to Zohary and Hopf (2000) for cereals and Stace (1997) for 
other plants. Plant remains have been identified to species where possible. The 
identification of cereals has been based on the characteristic morphology of the grains 
and chaff as described by Jacomet (2006).  

Quantif ication 

C.1.4 For the purpose of this initial assessment, items such as seeds and cereal grains have 
been scanned and recorded qualitatively according to the following categories: 

# = 1-5, ## = 6-25, ### = 26-100, #### = 100+ specimens 

C.1.5 Items that cannot be easily quantified such as charcoal and molluscs have been scored 
for abundance 

+ = rare, ++ = moderate, +++ = abundant 

Results  

C.1.6 Preservation of plant remains is poor to moderate; many of the flots contain rootlets 
which may have caused movement of material between contexts. Occasional 
fragments of charcoal are vitrified and may represent coal. It is possible that they are 
intrusive. Plant remains are preserved by carbonisation and include cereal grains, 
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weed seeds and charcoal but chaff elements are noticeably absent. The cereal grains 
are poorly preserved precluding detailed identification in all samples other than 
Sample 1, fill 13 of pit 11 (Trench 2) which contains wheat (Triticum sp.) and barley 
(Hordeum vulgare). The morphology of the wheat grains is consistent with the hulled 
wheat varieties of spelt/emmer (T. spelta/dicoccum).  

C.1.7 The charred weed seed assemblage is of interest as it includes seeds of plants that are 
likely to have been growing amongst the cereals such as docks (Rumex sp.), bromes 
(Bromus sp.), clover/medick (Trifolium/Medicago sp.) as well as wetland plants that 
are more likely to have been a gathered resource used for flooring/thatching and 
subsequently burnt as fuel. These include Great Fen sedge (Cladium mariscus), sedges 
(Carex sp.), spike-rush (Eleocharis pallustris) and club-rush (Scheonoplectus sp.). 
Duckweed (Lemna sp.) seeds are frequent suggesting that the ditches at some point 
contained water (possibly seasonally).  

C.1.8 Molluscs present with moderate density and diversity and include the burrowing snail 
(Cecilioides acicula). 
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6 21 20 Ditch 1 8 <1 #  #  # #  #  ++ + V 

1 13 11 Pit 2 17 100 ### #  ### ### ++ ++ 

4 37 35 Ditch 2 12 10 #  # U ### #  +  0 

2 17 16 Ditch 3 12 25 # #  0 #  #  0 0 

5 44 43 Ditch 3 17 30 0 0 0 ### + V + V 

3 19 18 Gully 6 9 25 # #  #  #  #  +  +  

Table 5: Environmental samples 

Discussion 

C.1.9 The recovery of charred grain and weed seeds indicates that there is the potential for 
the preservation of plant remains at this site. Charred cereal grains are frequently 
recovered from sites where there has been human occupation and future excavation 
has the potential to recover larger, more meaningful assemblages that would 
contribute to the evidence of diet and economy at this site. It is interesting to note that 
chaff elements have not been preserved; quern stones were recovered during 
excavation indicating that cereals were ground on site. 

C.1.10 If further excavation is planned for this area, it is recommended that environmental 
sampling is carried out in accordance with Historic England guidelines (2011). 
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C.2 Animal Bone 

By Zoe Ui Choileáin  

Introduction  

C.2.1 A small assemblage of animal bone was excavated at Upware. A total weight of 4342g 
or 125 recordable fragments were recovered of which 54 fragments were identifiable 
to species.  The remains were recorded using a modified version of that devised by 
Albarella and Davis (1996). The condition of the bone was assessed following the 
method laid out by McKinley (2004) and age was estimated based on ephiphyseal 
fusion and tooth wear (Grant 1982).  References to Schmid (1972) and Hillson (1992) 
were made where necessary. 

Results  

C.2.2 All material recorded was highly fragmented and bone condition matched, on average, 
a grade 2-3 on the McKinley scale (Mckinley, 2004, 16 figure 6). The majority of the 
bone observed was estimated to be adult. Due to its poor condition, no pathology 
could be observed. Two fragments of cattle bone from pit 11 and a single sheep/goat 
femur from ditch 31 showed evidence of butchery. Signs of gnawing by both carnivores 
and rodents were observed on only two fragments of long bone. 

Taxon NISP NISP% MNI MNI% 
Cattle 42 77.77 3 42.85 
Sheep/goat 10 18.51 2 28.57 
Equid 1 1.85 1 14.28 
Dog 1 1.85 1 14.28 
Totals 54 100 7 100 

Table 6: Number of identifiable specimens (NISP) and Minimum number of Individuals (MNI) 

Conclusions and Research Potential  

C.2.3 The assemblage is primarily dominated by cattle bone with only a small proportion of 
sheep/goat present. This is most likely in part due to the soil conditions and 
fragmentary nature of the bone; the more robust bone of larger mammals having a 
better chance of survival in poor conditions. As evidence shows a preference for cattle 
over sheep/goat throughout the Roman period however the percentage observed here 
is not unexpected (King 1999).  

C.2.4 There is no need for any further analysis on the bone and it is recommended that 
material from the topsoil and subsoil is dispersed.   

  
Cut Context Trench Feature Taxon Weight (g) Number of 

frags 
- 1 

 
- Topsoil Cattle 147 2 

- 2 - Subsoil Cattle 47 1 
  - Subsoil Sheep/Goat 9 1 
4 5 2 Ditch Cattle 206 5 
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Cut Context Trench Feature Taxon Weight (g) Number of 
frags 

  Large mammal 25 3 
9 
 

10 
 Ditch 

Equid 46 1 
Sheep/Goat 27 1 

11 
 

12 

Pit 
 

Large mammal 58 3 
13 
 

Cattle 788 22 
Large mammal 947 30 
Medium mammal 17 3 

Sheep/Goat 27 4 
small mammal 1 1 

14 15 3 
 

Gully Large mammal 57 2 

16 
 

 
17 
 
 

Ditch 
 

Large mammal 8 1 
Medium mammal 12 1 

small mammal 1 1 

18 19 
 6 Gully 

Cattle 6 1 
Large mammal 29 2 
Medium mammal 16 3 

20 
 

21 
 

1 
 

Ditch 
 

Cattle 687 3 
Dog 11 1 
Equid 45 1 
Large mammal 47 3 
Medium mammal 1 1 

Sheep/Goat 13 2 
small mammal 1 6 

22 23 Ditch Cattle 10 1 
25 
 

27 
Ditch 
 

Indet 2 1 
28 Cattle 36 2 
28 Large mammal 40 1 

29 30 Ditch Cattle 479 1 
31 
 

32 
 

Ditch 
 

Large mammal 15 1 
Sheep/Goat 27 2 

35 37 
 

2 Ditch 
 

Cattle 421 3 
small mammal 1 2 

43 
 

44 
 

3 Ditch Large mammal 7 1 
Medium mammal 4 1 

small mammal 1 2 
47 48 Ditch Large mammal 20 1 
Totals 

 
  

 
4342 125 

Table 7: Catalogue of animal bone by context 
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C.3 Shell 

By Carole Fletcher  

Introduction  

C.3.1 A total of 0.081kg of shells were collected by hand during the evaluation. The shells 
recovered are all edible examples of oyster Ostrea edulis, from estuarine, shallow 
coastal waters and intertidal zones. The shell is moderately well preserved and does 
not appear to have been deliberately broken or crushed.   

Methodology 

C.3.2 The shells were weighed and recorded by species, with complete or near complete 
right and left valves noted when identification can be made, using Winder (2011) as a 
guide. The minimum number of individuals (MNI) was not established, due to the small 
size of the assemblage.  

Assemblage 

C.3.3 The shells were recovered from topsoil, two ditches and a gully across Trenches 2 and 
6. The shells probably became incorporated into the fills as general rubbish deposition, 
with each feature producing only a single shell or fragment of shell. There are not 
enough shells to indicate a single meal of oysters, however, they may have been 
combined with other foods. A total of three shells (two left valves and a single right 
valve), is too small a sample to draw any but the broadest conclusions, in that shellfish 
were reaching the site from the coastal regions, indicating trade with the wider area. 
No shells show evidence of shucking in the form of small 'V' or 'U' -shaped hole on the 
outer shell edge. This damage would have been caused by a knife during the opening 
or shucking of the oyster prior to its consumption.  

Discussion 

C.3.4 The shells are mostly complete and of a moderate size, and are likely to represent 
consumption of oysters, which are eaten from the left valve. Having both left and right 
valves present may indicate that the oysters were prepared close to the area where 
they were being consumed, and the shells were then disposed of after eating. The 
shells indicate the use of a food source beyond the immediate area and surrounding 
hinterland, with shellfish known to have formed a part of the Roman diet. The shells 
represent general discarded food waste and, although not closely datable in 
themselves, the shells may be dated by their association with pottery or other material 
also recovered from the features.  
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Context Cut Species Common 
Name 

Habitat Number left 
valve 

right 
valve  

Description Weig
ht 
(kg) 

1  Ostrea 
edulis 

Oyster Estuarine 
and 
shallow 
coastal 
water 

1 1  Semi-
complete 
left valve  

0.014 

5 4 Ostrea 
edulis 

Oyster Estuarine 
and 
shallow 
coastal 
water 

1  1 One 
complete 
right valve 
from an 
older thick 
shell 

0.042 

13 11 Ostrea 
edulis 

Oyster Estuarine 
and 
shallow 
coastal 
water 

1    Fragment of 
shell  

0.002 

19 18 Ostrea 
edulis 

Oyster Estuarine 
and 
shallow 
coastal 
water 

1 1  Near-
complete 
left valve 

0.023 

Total     4 2 1  0.081 

 Table 8: Shell by context 
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Gully Roman (43 to 410)  Coin Roman (43 to 410) 
   Quern Roman (43 to 410) 
   Tile Roman (43 to 410) 
   Tile Uncertain 
   Brick Roman (43 to 410) 
   Lead weight Uncertain 
   Fired clay Roman (43 to 410) 
   Oyster shell Roman (43 to 410) 

Insert more lines as appropriate. 
 
Project Location 

County Cambridgeshire  Address (including Postcode) 
District East Cambridgeshire  1-7 Old School Lane 

Upware Parish Wicken  
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HER office Cambridge  Cambs 
CB7 5YQ Size of Study Area 850sqm  

National Grid Ref TL 53751 70051  
 
Project Originators 

Organisation Oxford Archaeology East 
Project Brief Originator Gemma Stewart 
Project Design Originator Matt Brudenell 
Project Manager Matt Brudenell 
Project Supervisor Kathryn Blackbourn 

 
Project Archives 
 Location ID 
Physical Archive (Finds) CCC ECB 5205 
Digital Archive OAE WICOSL17 
Paper Archive CCC ECB 5205 

 
Physical Contents Present? Digital files 

associated with 
Finds 

Paperwork 
associated with 
Finds 

Animal Bones    
Ceramics    
Environmental    
Glass ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Human Remains ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Industrial ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Leather ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Metal    
Stratigraphic    
Survey  ☐ ☐ 
Textiles ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Wood ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Worked Bone ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Worked Stone/Lithic    
None ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Other ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Digital Media  Paper Media  
Database  Aerial Photos ☐ 
GIS ☐ Context Sheets  
Geophysics ☐ Correspondence  
Images (Digital photos)  Diary ☐ 
Illustrations (Figures/Plates)  Drawing  
Moving Image ☐ Manuscript ☐ 
Spreadsheets  Map ☐ 
Survey  Matrices  
Text  Microfiche ☐ 
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Virtual Reality ☐ Miscellaneous ☐ 
  Research/Notes ☐ 
  Photos (negatives/prints/slides) ☐ 
  Plans  
  Report  
  Sections  
  Survey  
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Figure 2: All Trench Plan
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Figure 3: Detailed plan of Trenches 1, 2 and 3
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Figure 4: Roman sites (After Hall 1996:77, Fig.37)
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Figure 5: Selected sections
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Plate 1: Trench 1, looking north-east 

Plate 2: Ditch 20, Trench 1, looking north-east
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Plate 3: Ditch 4, Trench 2, looking east

Plate 4: Pit 11, Trench 2, looking west
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Plate 5: Ditches 43 and 46, Trench 3, looking west

Plate 6: Trench 5, looking south-west
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Plate 7: Layer of Limestone Rubble, Trench 1, looking north-west



 

   

 


