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Summary 

Between 14th March and 23rd May 2017, Oxford Archaeology undertook a 

trial trench evaluation within the boundary of a proposed development in 

advance of determination of a planning application (Planning ref: 

16/00053/SO). The site is centred on SP 6024 2139 to the south-east of 

Bicester, Oxfordshire. The deserted medieval village (DMV) of Wretchwick 

borders the western boundary of the site. 

In total, 251 trenches were excavated, providing an approximate 2% sample 

by area of the 114ha site. The trenches were located to target specific 

geophysical anomalies and to also provide a representative sample of the 

'blank' areas. Trenches 1, 2, 3 and 251, which demonstrated evidence for the 

south-east extent of the medieval settlement, have been reported on 

separately and are not included in this document. 

Archaeological remains were identified in approximately 75% of the trenches. 

Ditches were the predominant feature type to be encountered, with very few 

discrete features. Three distinct concentrations of activity were identified in 

the southern half of the site. 

Area 1 overlapping the boundary between the north-east end of Field V and 

the southern corner of Field D. This was defined by a concentration of linear 

ditches which yielded a reasonable assemblage of Roman pottery indicating 

an enclosed settlement being present in the 2nd and early 3rd century. Several 

worked flints and a small quantity of Bronze Age/Iron Age pottery were also 

recovered from this area. 

Area 2 focused in the northern end of Field U, extending into Fields Q and T. 

This area was centred around a sizeable assemblage of 2nd and early 3rd 

century artefacts derived from features in Trenches 170, 204 and 211. These 

included a pillar moulded glass bowl fragment, hobnails, imported ceramics 

and tablewares. There were also spreads of angular limestone tentatively 

indicating the presence of a nearby structure.  

Area 3, the eastern extent of Field S, was focused on a middle Iron Age 

enclosure that contained a reasonable assemblage of faunal and 

environmental remains, including degraded waterlogged deposits. This 

enclosure was located alongside early Roman ditch systems which may 

indicate a continuity and expansion of activity.  

Although relatively poorly dated, a network of ditches was revealed across the 

remainder of the site that is likely to date from the AD 1st and 2nd centuries. 

These appear to have primarily been related to drainage, land improvement 

and possible lazy bed cultivation suggested by the parallel arrangement of 

multiple trench-like ditches containing backfill deposits.  
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An 18th/19th century brick kiln was revealed in the south-east of the site, and 

appears from the results of the geophysics to have been accompanied by at 

least one similar structure or feature containing similar material. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Scope of work 

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by Orion Heritage on behalf of Redrow 

Homes and Wates Developments to undertake a trial trench evaluation within the 

boundary of a proposed mixed development comprising residential housing, 

employment land, a local centre with retail and community use, a primary school and 

related landscaping. 

1.1.2 The work was undertaken to inform the planning authority in advance of 

determination of a planning application (Planning ref: 16/00053/SO). A 2% sample for 

the evaluation was agreed between the client’s consultant, Rob Bourn, Orion Heritage 

and Richard Oram, the Planning Archaeologist covering the Cherwell District for 

Oxfordshire County Council (OCC). The requirements were further stipulated in a brief 

issued by Richard Oram (OCC 2016). Agreement was also made between Rob Bourn 

and David Wilkinson (Historic England) with regard to the investigation of the zone 

around the perimeter of the Wretchwick deserted medieval settlement scheduled 

monument that borders the western side of the development. A written scheme of 

investigation (WSI) was produced by OA and approved by the planning archaeologist 

prior to the start of the fieldwork (OA 2017a). This outlined the scope of the 

investigation and how OA would complete the fieldwork in accordance with local and 

national guidelines for evaluation. 

1.1.3 A separate evaluation report presenting the results of Trenches 1-3 and 251 excavated 

within the field bordering the south-western side of the Wretchwick deserted 

medieval village scheduled monument has previously been issued (OA 2017b). The 

results of these trenches are not reproduced in this report. 

1.1.4 The fieldwork was completed between 14th March and 23rd May 2017. 

1.2 Location, topography and geology 

1.2.1 The site is located to the south-east of Bicester, Oxfordshire, to the east of Wretchwick 

Way (A4421) and Langford Village, with the A41 and Gravenhill Military Base to the 

SW and a railway line and the village of Launton to the NE and open fields to the SE 

(with clear ridge and furrow). The site is centred at NGR SP 6024 2139 and is generally 

flat. The red line application boundary for the development encompasses an area of 

approximately 133 hectares (Fig. 1). This includes areas such as existing highway and 

green space that are either previously impacted by development or unlikely to be 

impacted upon by this development. The revised impact area excluding those areas 

for the purpose of this evaluation is approximately 114 hectares. 

1.2.2 The area of proposed development currently consists of a mixture of pasture and 

arable land and areas of overgrown vegetation. Middle Wretchwick Farm is located to 

the west of the site enclosed to the NW and SE by the scheduled monument of 

Wretchwick deserted medieval village. To the south-east of this farm, and entirely 

enclosed by the development boundary, is Little Wretchwick Farm. A small stream 
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traverses the site on a roughly NE-SW alignment and there are also several ponds 

scattered across the fields. 

1.2.3 The underlying geology of the site is Peterborough Member – Mudstone (BGS, nd). 

There is no recorded drift geology. The overlying soils for the majority of the site are 

known as Wickham 2, which are typical stagnogley soils. These consist of fine loamy 

and fine silty over clayey soils. An area of Denchworth is also present in the south-

west of the site. These are typical pelo-stagnogley soils, and consist of clayey soils with 

similar fine loamy over clayey soils (Soil Survey of England and Wales, Sheet 4 Eastern 

England). 

1.3 Archaeological and historical background 

1.3.1 The archaeological and historical background to the site has been described in detail 

in the Heritage Chapter of the Environmental Statement. The following is a summary 

from this taken from the WSI (OA 2017a). 

Earlier Prehistoric  

1.3.2 There are no Palaeolithic or Mesolithic remains recorded within the site. A small 

assemblage of Mesolithic flints was recorded during archaeological excavations at 

Bicester Fields Farm, c 750m north-west of the site. 

1.3.3 There are no Neolithic remains recorded within the site. Excavations undertaken in 

advance of the widening of the A41 (then A421) c 1.75km west of the site, recorded 

61 pieces of redeposited Neolithic flintwork, including a leaf-shaped arrowhead and 

32 sherds of Beaker pottery. Neolithic flints were also recovered from the Bicester 

Fields Farm excavation. 

1.3.4 Cropmarks comprising ring ditches of probable Bronze Age date have been identified 

c 2km west of the study site, east and west of Fox Ley’s Copse and at Whitelands Farm. 

These ring ditches are mostly likely to represent the remains of former burial mounds. 

Bronze Age flints have also been recovered from the Bicester Fields Farm excavations. 

Iron Age and Roman  

1.3.5 Excavations at Bicester Fields Farm to the north-west revealed a small mid-late Iron 

Age settlement defined by a rectilinear ditch system that formed a series of enclosures 

and sub-enclosures with a trackway aligned along the southern side of these. A 

possible early Roman field system replaced the late Iron Age enclosure. 

1.3.6 The excavations ahead of the construction of the A41 c 1.75km to the west of the site, 

revealed Iron Age and Roman settlement on the periphery of the Roman town of 

Alchester. Iron Age features included roundhouses, pits, postholes and linear features 

with finds indicating a middle Iron Age date. The Roman activity comprised ditches 

aligned with Akeman Street dating to the 1st and 2nd century with later buildings and 

a well. A small late Roman cemetery was also excavated, revealing both inhumations 

and cremations. 

1.3.7 The southern boundary of the development site is aligned along the A41. To the east 

of the site, the A41 follows the line of the Roman road of Akeman Street. The original 
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line of Akeman Street diverges from the existing A41 approximately at Wretchwick 

End cottages and continues on a relatively direct westward route around the lower 

slopes of Graven Hill and towards the Roman town of Alchester. The Dorchester-on-

Thames to Towcester road runs north to south forming a junction with Akeman Street 

c 2km west of the site at Alchester. 

1.3.8 Part of a Roman rural settlement has also been excavated at Bicester Park, 

approximately 300m to the north-west of the northern boundary of the site. Activity 

here was defined by a rectilinear ditch system forming enclosures and sub-enclosures, 

with the northern area separated from a domestic area to the south by a trackway. 

Apart from the enclosure ditches, features included pit groups, soil-filled hollows, and 

two wells, one of which was stone-lined. Part of a wooden writing tablet was 

recovered from one of the wells. The excavated evidence suggests that a more 

extensive domestic focus lying largely beyond the excavated boundary. This site was 

in use from the later 1st century AD to the late 3rd to early 4th centuries AD 

1.3.9 Excavations at Bicester Village Retail Park have revealed extensive Roman settlement. 

Pottery of a possible Roman date and a Roman coin have been recorded on the site of 

the Little Chef/Burger King and petrol station on the A41. A hoard of 440 4th-century 

Roman coins was discovered in the area of the sewage works c 1km to the west of the 

site. 

1.3.10 Further Roman remains dating from the 1st-2nd century have been recorded at 

Langford Park Farm c 850m to the west of the south-western corner of the site 

boundary. The presence of roofing tile and opus signinum suggest that a building of 

some pretension may be present close to this location. Recent evaluation fieldwork 

within Graven Hill has also encountered Roman field sytems dating from the 2nd 

century close to Langford Park Farm and c 350m west of the south-western corner of 

the site boundary. Although this only identified ditches, the quantity of pottery 

recovered does suggest that a settlement focus is located close by. Moderately well-

preserved remains of the presumed Roman road surface of Akeman Street were also 

identified within this evaluation. 

1.3.11 Pits and ditches dating from the late Iron Age were also identified within the Graven 

Hill evaluation. These remains lie c 850m to the south-west of the site boundary. 

1.3.12 A further recent evaluation has also just been completed within the three fields that 

border the south-eastern side of the site boundary and to the east of Wretchwick End 

Cottages. Numerous ditches were recorded across the western and eastern fields 

within this evaluation, perhaps defining rectilinear field systems to the north of 

Akeman Street. These largely date to the late Iron Age-early Roman period, although 

a single curving enclosure ditch is thought to represent middle Iron Age activity. 

Saxon  

1.3.13  The main Saxon occupation of the Bicester area was centred on the core of the 

modern town c 2.5km to the north west of the site. A small quantity of Saxon pottery 

has been recorded at Bicester Park c 500m to the north-west. It is likely that the study 

site was partially cleared of its woodland cover in the Roman period and so lay within 

agricultural land to the south-east of Saxon settlement at Bicester.   
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Medieval & post-medieval  

1.3.14 Wretchwick Deserted Medieval Village (DMV) lies immediately to the west of the site. 

Wretchwick is mentioned as an estate in the Domesday Survey although it did not 

have the status of a manor until 1194. The place name Wretchwick is mentioned as 

Wrechewich in 1182 and derived from the personal name Wrecca. 

1.3.15 The manor of Wretchwick lay within the parish of Bicester until 1932 and now lies 

within the parish of Ambrosden. The parish of Bicester was heavily affected by the 

Black Death and Wretchwick was given tax relief in 1354. There were 10 tenants in the 

1430s but also 12 vacant tofts, untilled land, reduced rents and remitted fines. In 1489 

Bicester Priory destroyed five houses and by 1535 most of the land was let together 

with three houses. Depopulation was perhaps completed by Enclosure in the post-

medieval period. 

1.3.16 An earthworks survey and trial trenching exercise was undertaken to the south-west 

of the scheduled monument in advance of the construction of Wretchwick Way. A 

post-medieval ditched enclosure was recorded overlying medieval ridge and furrow 

immediately to the south west of the scheduled area which established that this 

enclosure was no earlier than the 18th century. To the west of Middle Wretchwick 

Farm, along the line of Wretchwick Way, fieldwork produced occasional sherds of 

medieval pottery, suggesting that part of the medieval village lay beneath later ridge 

and furrow. Sherds of pottery collected from the topsoil strip along the road alignment 

were no earlier than the 13th century. 

1.3.17 The earthwork remains of ridge and furrow survive within a large part of the site to 

the east of the scheduled monument. The evidence would suggest that the study site 

lay within the open fields to the east of and outside the main focus of Wretchwick 

village during this period. 

1.3.18 Historic maps of the area demonstrate that the site has been in agricultural usage 

throughout the post-medieval period. 

Undated Remains  

1.3.19 The geophysical survey recorded negative linear and rectilinear anomalies in Fields 15 

and 23 of the survey (Stratascan 2015). These are indicative of bank or earthwork 

features, and are likely to be archaeological in origin. The exact origin of these 

anomalies is not known. However, their scale (approximately 175m from south-

western to north-eastern points) suggests that they are likely to be former enclosures 

or field boundaries. 

1.3.20 Positive linear anomalies in Fields 19 and 20, adjacent to Wretchwick DMV are 

indicative of former cut features, and may relate to the DMV or the 18th century or 

later earthworks within the Field 19. 

1.3.21 There are a small number of positive linear anomalies in Fields 8, 16, and 18. These 

are indicative of former cut features, and may be of archaeological or agricultural 

origin, although these do not form a coherent pattern. 

1.3.22 Areas of widely spaced, curving, parallel linear anomalies, indicative of ridge and 

furrow cultivation, were recorded across the site. 
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Wretchwick DMV Scheduled Monument  

1.3.23 Wretchwick DMV is a scheduled monument and is located immediately to the west of 

the site. The monument is described in the scheduling document as follows: 

1.3.24 “This monument survives well despite the adjacent fields having been built over by 

modern development. The earthworks are known by analogy from the part excavation 

of adjacent platforms to contain archaeological and environmental remains relating 

to the construction, economy and fate of the settlement and its inhabitants. 

1.3.25 The monument, which falls into two areas immediately north east and south west of 

Middle Wretchwick Farm, south east of Bicester, includes the remains of Wretchwick 

medieval village and its associated earthwork boundaries. Although divided by the 

present farm complex, the remains clearly represent a medieval settlement with 

hollow trackways dividing building platforms which vary in size from 2m by 3m to 30m 

by 40m. There are also a series of water management channels which vary from 3m 

to 8m wide and feed a series of small ponds associated with the farm. The remains 

north east of the farm are less regular in their layout than those to the south west and 

it is believed that this is the earlier core of the village, with a later more planned 

extension being added when dairying increased the need for more labour in the late 

1400s. Wretchwick is mentioned as an estate in 1086 in the Domesday book and it is 

known to have had the status of a Manor by 1194. By 1274 it was owned by Bicester 

Priory and in 1279 the population consisted of 24 villeins and their dependants. In 

1488 it was suffering from a reduced population due to the Black Death and it was 

depopulated by the Prior of Bicester. By 1536 the manor had been divided up into five 

leasehold farms and by 1791 an estate map shows only one farm present on the site. 

By 1881 the present land boundaries had been formed by enclosure and the next 

major alteration was the development to the North West in the last decade. Excluded 

from the scheduling are all boundary fences, the surface of the track to Middle 

Wretchwick Farm and all water management devices within the drains, although the 

ground beneath all of these features and the water channels themselves are included 

in the scheduled area.” 

Geophysical  survey  

1.3.26 A detailed gradiometry survey was conducted in July 2015 (Stratascan 2015) over 

approximately 91.7 hectares of mixed grassland and agricultural land. A number of 

former enclosures were identified, along with a number of anomalies which may be 

related to the DMV. Further linear anomalies and possible former pits may be of 

archaeological origin, although the linear features may be of agricultural origin and 

the latter may be natural. Evidence of ridge and furrow, former field boundaries and 

modern ploughing indicated a largely agricultural past. The remaining features are 

natural or modern and include a service, land drains, scattered magnetic debris, an 

area of made ground and disturbance from nearby ferrous objects. 
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2 EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 

2.1 General aims 

2.1.1 The project aims and objectives were as follows: 

i. to determine the presence or absence of any archaeological remains which may 

ii. survive, 

iii. to determine or confirm the approximate extent of any surviving remains, 

iv. to determine the date range of any surviving remains by artefactual or other 

means, 

v. to determine the condition and state of preservation of any remains, 

vi. to determine the degree of complexity of any surviving horizontal or vertical 

stratigraphy, 

vii. to assess the associations and implications of any remains encountered with 

reference to the historic landscape, 

viii. to determine the potential of the site to provide palaeoenvironmental and/or 

economic evidence, and the forms in which such evidence may survive, 

ix. to determine the implications of any remains with reference to economy, 

status, utility and social activity, 

x. to determine or confirm the likely range, quality and quantity of the artefactual 

evidence present. 

2.2 Site specific aims 

2.2.1 The evaluation will specifically aim to: 

xi. assess the possible continuation of earthwork features as buried archaeological 

remains around Wretchwick DMV beyond the scheduled monument boundary, 

xii. identify any remains other than ridge and furrow and field boundaries that may 

be directly associated with the Wretchwick DMV scheduled monument, 

xiii. investigate the features identified by the geophysical survey relating to a 

possible enclosed site located approximately 250m to the south-east of Middle 

Wretchwick farm. 

2.3 Methodology 

2.3.1 The trenching programme initially comprised 12,750m of linear trench at 1.8m wide, 

to provide a 2% sample of the 114ha site. Due to the presence of several newt habitats 

within the site, it was necessary to reduce the total number of trenches by reducing 

the total length of trenching by 330m. In total, 246 trenches were excavated, 

measuring 50m in length, with a further four trenches measuring 30m in length (Fig. 

2). The trenches were located to target specific geophysical anomalies and to also 

provide a representative sample of the 'blank' areas.  

2.3.2 Subsequently, an additional trench (Trench 251) was excavated to further investigate 

the earthworks also targeted with Trenches 1, 2 and 3 and presumed to be associated 

with the DMV. The results of these trenches are presented in a separate report (OA 

2017b). 
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2.3.3 Whilst the fieldwork was being undertaken it was necessary to relocate the following 

trenches from their proposed locations due to the proximity of overhead services, or 

significant areas of localised flooding: 

 1, 2, 3, 17, 18, 21, 135, 138, 162, 176, 179, 183, 195, 198, 203, 212, 228 and 239  

2.3.4 Plough-disturbed soil horizons were removed by mechanical excavator fitted with a 

toothless bucket to expose archaeologically significant horizons or the surface of the 

superficial or solid geology, whichever was encountered first. Once archaeological 

deposits or those with the potential to contain artefacts were exposed, further 

excavation proceeded by hand. All features and deposits were issued with unique 

context numbers directly relating to the individual trench (eg Trench 18, context 1800, 

1801, etc.). The excavation and recording of archaeological features were undertaken 

as outlined within the WSI following established OA practices and in line with CIfA and 

OCC standards. 

2.3.5 Once the trenches had been excavated and recorded, approval was sought from OCC 

prior to the backfilling of the trenches. A site meeting was also arranged between 

OCC, Orion Heritage and OA to review the ongoing results and confirm that the 

fieldwork was meeting the aims of the investigation. 
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3 RESULTS 

3.1 Introduction and presentation of results 

3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below, and include a stratigraphic 

description of the trenches that contained archaeological remains. The full details of 

all trenches with dimensions and depths of deposits can be found in Appendix A. Finds 

data and spot dates are tabulated in Appendix B. 

3.1.2 Context numbers reflect the trench numbers unless otherwise stated. For example, 

pit 102 is a feature within Trench 1, while ditch 304 is a feature within Trench 3. 

3.1.3 For the purpose of presenting the results within this report, each of the fields within 

the site have been assigned an individual letter from A to W (Fig. 2). The trench 

descriptions are presented below by field and subsequently described in either 

consecutive order, or grouped together by feature type as appropriate. The trench 

plan figures indicate the location of all recorded sections. However, only selected 

sections have been illustrated in this report. These are referenced to the appropriate 

figure in the descriptions. 

3.2 General soils and ground conditions 

3.2.1 The soil sequence between all trenches was fairly uniform, comprising natural geology 

of clay, overlain by a subsoil, sealed beneath a layer of topsoil. In some rare instances, 

the extant remains of ridge and furrow earthworks had preserved an earlier soil 

horizon between the natural geology and the later subsoil layer. Details of these are 

included in the trench descriptions below. Because of the relatively level topography, 

no colluvial deposits were encountered on the site. All features were sealed beneath 

the subsoil layer unless stated otherwise. 

3.2.2 Within Trenches 213 and 214 the soils sequence was notably deeper than elsewhere 

and comprised topsoil and subsoil overlying a possible alluvial deposit, approximately 

0.25m thick. No palaeochannels were identified during the fieldwork, although 

several active drainage ditches and stream channels are present within the existing 

landscape. 

3.2.3 Ground conditions varied throughout the evaluation. Initially, there were significant 

problems with wet weather and ground conditions that resulted in isolated areas of 

standing water in many of the fields. This was a particular problem in the fields where 

ridge and furrow had been preserved as the furrows retained large quantities of water, 

especially where they met the headland deposits. Although areas of standing water 

were avoided wherever possible, the high water table below ground level meant that 

many trenches were flooded following excavation. Fortunately, due to the duration of 

the project and a prolonged period of dry weather following the first two weeks of 

fieldwork, the trenches dried out sufficiently so as not to unreasonably hinder the 

fieldwork. In general, archaeological features, where present, were easily identifiable 

against the underlying natural geology. 
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3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits 

3.3.1 Archaeological features were encountered within approximately 75% of the trenches 

excavated. Specific concentrations of features indicating settlement or other domestic 

activity were located in the following areas (see Fig. 3): 

i. Area 1 - Overlapping the boundary between the north-east end of Field V and 

the southern corner of Field D,  

ii. Area 2 - the northern end of Field U, extending into Fields Q and T, 

iii. Area 3 - the eastern extent of Field S.  

3.3.2 Another feature of specific interest was a brick kiln located in Trench 189 (Field S). The 

remaining features were evenly distributed and appear to relate to an expansive 

network of field ditches. 

3.3.3 No archaeological features were revealed within the following trenches: 

 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 19, 21, 26, 28, 29, 30, 32, 37, 45, 48, 54, 56, 74, 79, 80, 91, 

94, 102, 105, 106, 111, 114, 117, 119, 120, 122, 124, 131, 132, 137, 139, 140, 

141, 148, 151, 153, 171, 173, 177, 178, 185, 190, 193, 195, 202, 215, 220, 226, 

231, 233, 236, 241, 242, 243, 244, 246, 248 and 249 

3.4 Field B – Trench 5 

3.4.1 A single ditch, 502, was recorded in Trench 5 (Fig. 4). Aligned NW-SE it had a V-shape 

profile, 0.56m wide and 0.22m deep (Fig. 5, section 500). It contained a sterile fill of 

yellow grey, sandy clay. No finds were recovered from this field. 

3.5 Field C – Trenches 9 and 13-16 

Trenches 9 and 13  

3.5.1 Trenches 9 and 13 contained a total of three shallow ditches, 903, 1303 and 1305 (Fig. 

4). These had concave profiles ranging from 0.5 to 0.89m wide, and between 0.14 and 

0.45m deep (Fig. 5, section 1300). All three features were filled with a single deposit 

of mid grey, silty clay. A fragment of Roman pottery weighing less than 1g was 

recovered from the fill of ditch 903. In addition, an early prehistoric flint blade was 

found in the subsoil of Trench 13. 

Trench 14  

3.5.2 Two ditches, 1403 and 1406, were identified in Trench 14 (Fig. 4). Ditch 1403 had a 

broad, and rounded profile, 1.5m wide and 0.5m deep (Fig. 5, section 1400). It 

contained a single fill of light blue grey, sandy clay. It appeared to be partially cut on 

its south-west side by a smaller ditch, 1405. This later ditch had a similar concave 

profile, measuring 0.5m wide and 0.4m deep. It had a single fill of mid grey brown, 

sandy clay. No finds were present in the excavated deposits. 
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Trench 15  

3.5.3 Trench 15 contained a single ditch, 1503 (Fig. 4). It had a broad concave profile, 1.2m 

wide and 0.36m deep. It was filled with a sterile deposit of mottled mid grey and mid 

brown, silty clay. 

Trench 16  

3.5.4 Four ditches, 1603, 1605, 1607 and 1609, were encountered in Trench 16 of which 

three were hand-excavated (Fig. 4). Ditches 1603 and 1605 measured 0.78m and 

1.07m wide and between 0.35 and 0.43m deep respectively, with steep sides and flat 

bases (Fig. 5, sections 1600 and 1601). They both contained a primary fill of mottled 

yellow grey, silty clay, overlain by greyish brown, clay silt. Ditch 1607 (Plate 1) was 

notably different, with concave sides and a narrow flat base. It was also slightly larger, 

measuring 1.3m wide and 0.5m deep. A deposit of eroded natural was present in the 

base of the ditch (1608), with an overlying fill of slowly accumulated clay silt (1613). 

Ditch 1609 was recorded in plan only. No finds were recovered from the features. 

However, Trench 16 is in close proximity to the Roman ditched enclosures located in 

Field V to the immediate south-east and a contemporary association between these 

is plausible. 

3.6 Field D – Trench 17, 18, 20, 65, 67-73 and 75 

3.6.1 A scatter of ditch features was recorded across the northern part of Field D (Fig. 6, 

Trenches 17, 18, 20 and 65). A significant concentration of ditches and pits was 

recorded in the southern part of the field (Fig. 6, Trenches 67-73 and 75). These largely 

relate to the enclosures identified by the geophysical survey and also investigated in 

Field V with probable field boundaries extending off these. 

Trenches 17, 18, 20 and 65  

3.6.2 Feature 1707 was only partially exposed within Trench 17 and extended beyond the 

south-west limit of excavation. It had moderately steep sides, and an irregular concave 

base, at least 0.5m wide and 0.3m deep. It contained a single sterile fill of mid blue-

grey, clay. This may have been part of a large pit, or perhaps more likely, the terminal 

end of a NW-SE aligned ditch. 

3.6.3 Trench 17 also revealed two, NE-SW aligned ditches, 1703 and 1705. Ditch 1703 had 

a broad concave profile, 0.95m wide and 0.25m deep. It was filled with a single deposit 

of dark grey brown, clay silt. 

3.6.4 Several other small ditches were recorded across the northern part of the field, 

including 1803, 2003, 6503 and 6505. These features ranged between 0.3m and 

0.68m wide, and where excavated, from 0.16m to 0.2m deep (eg Fig. 7, section 2000). 

Their fills were sterile and comprised either brownish grey, clay silts or yellow-grey, 

silty clay naturally accumulated silting deposits. 

Trench 67  

3.6.5 A single ditch, 6703, was recorded in Trench 67 aligned NE-SW, and correlated with a 

linear geophysical anomaly recorded at the same location. Excavation of this revealed 
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a large profile measuring 2.04m wide and 0.96m deep (Fig. 7, section 6700). It was 

recorded as being filled with a single deposit of slightly gleyed brownish grey, silty clay, 

from which 8 sherds (79g) of Roman pottery was recovered. However, the poor 

excavation conditions and slightly undulating profile suggest that more than one ditch 

cut and fill may actually have been present. Based on the geophysical survey, it is 

possible that this is part of the same enclosure defined by ditch 6815 recorded in 

Trench 68. 

Trench 68  

3.6.6 Trench 68 revealed at least five NW-SE aligned linear features: 6803, 6805, 6807, 6813, 

and 6815. Excavation of ditch 6803 revealed a profile measuring 1.03m wide and 

0.48m deep, with steep sides and a narrow, concave base (Fig. 7, section 6800). It was 

filled with a gleyed deposit of yellow and grey clay (6804) which produced many small 

fragments from a poorly preserved samian bowl dated AD 120-150. Ditch 6805 had a 

shallow, flat based profile, 0.64m wide and 0.15m deep. It was filled with a single 

deposit of dark brownish grey, silty clay (6806), from which 10 small fragments (11g) 

of Roman pottery were recovered. Ditches 6807, 6813 and 6815 were aligned with 

linear anomalies identified during the geophysical survey. These were not excavated 

due to the combined density of Roman features identified in this part of the site, 

However, a total of 59 sherds (70g) of Roman pottery post-dating the middle 2nd 

century was recovered from the surface of ditch 6807. 

3.6.7 The western half of a possible annular feature, 6809, was recorded in the centre of 

the trench adjacent to a posthole, 6811. If ditch 6809 formed a complete circle, it 

would have an internal diameter of approximately 1.8m in diameter, with the ditch 

measuring 0.35m wide. It had an upper fill of mid grey silty clay, with no further 

evidence to indicate its function. The possible posthole measured 0.23m in diameter 

and was the only non-ditch feature within the trench. 

Trench 69  

3.6.8 Trench 69 located a NE-SW aligned ditch, 6903 (Plate 2; Fig. 7, section 6900), which 

had been indicated by the geophysical survey. It measured 1.72m wide with a concave 

profile, 0.48m deep, and contained a silting sequence of fills. In particular, a deposit 

of eroded natural clay, 6904, along the north-west edge of the ditch, contained 25 

sherds (124g) of 3rd and 4th century Roman pottery. 

3.6.9 Immediately to the north-west of ditch 6903 was a concentration of intercutting 

features, including a narrow ditch, 6911, a large irregular pit, 6915 and a later SW-NE 

aligned ditch, 6913 which appeared to truncate the fills of both 6911 and a portion of 

6915 (Fig. 6). Due to the complexity of this group of features and the number of other 

features investigated in this trench, this area was not investigated beyond recording 

the surface appearance of these features. 

3.6.10 Feature 6907 was also located to the north-west of ditch 6903. It was only partially 

exposed on the south-west edge of the trench but measured at least 0.38m across 

and 0.1m deep, with a shallow concave profile. It was filled with a partially gleyed, 

grey brown, clay deposit that contained three small sherds of Roman pottery. Pit 6917 
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was also only partially exposed within the excavation, near the north-west end of the 

trench and was filled with a deposit of light brown clay. 

3.6.11 Ditch 6909 was aligned on a NW-SE orientation along the south-eastern half of the 

trench. It measured approximately 0.4m wide with a shallow concave profile, 0.1m 

deep with a fill of brownish grey, clay. Two parallel ditches 6921 and 6923, were 

recorded to the south-west of 6909, on NE-SW alignments. These appeared to be 

contemporary with 6909, forming sub-divisions of a field system.  

3.6.12 Feature 6919 was orientated NE-SW and correlates with a slightly curvilinear 

geophysical anomaly. It was observed truncating ditch 6909, and was interpreted as 

the base of a furrow.  

Trench 70  

3.6.13 Four broadly NW-SE aligned ditches were recorded in Trench 70 (7003, 7005, 7009 

and 7013). These ranged between 0.6m and 0.9m in width. The two excavated 

examples, 7003 and 7013, had shallow concave profiles with moderately steep sides 

and flat bases (see Fig. 7, section 7002). Both ditches were filled with a light brownish 

grey and orange, silty clay. Ditches 7009 and 7005 were recorded in plan only, but 

contained similar fills to 7003 and 7013. Single sherds of Roman pottery were 

recovered from the fills of ditches 7003 and 7009.  

3.6.14 Feature 7011 was a possible posthole only partially exposed within the trench. It 

measured 0.4m in diameter with an upper fill of grey silty clay containing charcoal 

flecks. Pit 7007 measured 1.3m in diameter, and just 0.12m deep. It had a flat base, 

and a fill of light brown grey silty clay, similar to the adjacent ditch fills. Due to the 

sterile fill and shallow nature, it remains unclear whether this was the base of a 

truncated pit or a thin layer of soil surviving in a shallow undulation in the surface of 

the clay geology. 

Trenches 71, 72, 73 and 75  

3.6.15 A low density of linear features was recorded in Trenches 71, 72, 73 and 75. These 

ditches ranged between 0.28m and 0.97m wide and from 0.15m to 0.42m deep, with 

varied profiles (Fig. 7, sections 7100, 7201, 7300 and 7500). Ditch 7103 had a broad, 

flat-based profile. Ditches 7203, 7205 and 7503 all had steep sides and rounded bases 

and ditch 7305 had steep sides and a flat base. Each of these ditches contained fills 

comprising grey or brownish grey silty clay. A single 4g sherd of post-medieval pottery 

was recovered from ditch 7203. It is notable that this feature also has an east-west 

alignment at variance to the prevailing NE-SW and NW-SE alignment of the Roman 

enclosure and field ditches in this area. 

3.6.16 Trench 73 also revealed two possible postholes, 7303 and 7309. Posthole 7303 was 

sub-rectangular in plan, with a rounded base, 0.6m long, 0.33m wide and 0.13m deep. 

It contained a dark brownish grey, silty clay fill with flecks of charcoal and burnt clay. 

Posthole 7309 was unexcavated, but circular in plan with a similar fill to 7303. No finds 

were recovered from either feature. 

3.6.17 A small 2g sherd of Roman pottery was found within a possible treehole, truncated by 

ditch 7305. 
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3.7 Field E – Trenches 23-25 and 58-64 

3.7.1 Numerous ditches were recorded in this field predominately following a NW-SE 

alignment and with many displaying similar profiles and fill sequences (Figs 8 and 9). 

Trench 23  

3.7.2 Ditch 2303 had steep sides and a broad flat base, 1.1m wide and 0.3m deep. It 

contained a fill of mottled yellow and dark grey silty clay, with a partially gleyed 

appearance. A second ditch, 2305, was recorded in plan with a width of 0.4m and a 

similar fill of dark grey silty clay. No finds were recovered from the fills of either 

feature. 

Trench 24  

3.7.3 Feature 2403 was a large shallow pit, sub-rectangular in plan and measuring 2.16m by 

1.57m. It had an irregular profile, 0.26m deep (Fig. 9, section 2400). In the base of the 

feature was a dump of dark grey silty clay, 2405, that contained charcoal and almost 

1kg of undiagnostic fired clay fragments. The upper fill of the pit comprised a reddish 

brown, silty clay. No dating evidence was present in association with this feature. 

3.7.4 An unexcavated feature, 2406, was partially exposed just within the trench and to the 

south-west of pit 2403. It was orientated approximately north-south, and appeared 

to have been truncated by a furrow to the north. It is unclear if this was a shallow 

ditch or part of a pit.  

Trench 25  

3.7.5 Feature 2503 was a probable treehole containing a fill of mid grey silty clay. A single 

abraded sherd of samian pottery dating between AD 120-200 was recovered from this 

feature. An early prehistoric flint saw was also recovered from the interface between 

the subsoil and the natural clay in this trench. 

Trenches 58,  59, 62 and 63  

3.7.6 A series of broadly parallel ditches aligned NW-SE were revealed within Trenches 58, 

59, 62 and 63, with several appearing to continue from one trench into another. They 

generally ranged between 0.63m and 0.8 wide, with only ditch 6211 recorded at a 

larger 1.2m wide. Of those excavated, the profiles revealed were typically trench-like 

with steep sides and with flat bases (Fig. 9, sections 5800, 5900, 6200 and 6201). 

These were between 0.18m and 0.4m deep. Within Trench 63, ditches 6303 and 6309 

defined a small gap of 0.7m in the alignment. Ditches 6307 and 6311 repeated this 

arrangement in the parallel alignment. Each ditch contained a distinctive single mixed 

fill comprising dark grey and light yellowish brown silty clay (Plate 3). The mixed fills 

and the lack of evidence for primary silting or edge erosion indicates that these had 

been filled relatively quickly after excavation. No finds were recovered from any of 

these features. Despite the lack of clear dating evidence, these ditches appear to form 

a contemporary arrangement. Also, each of these features and fills were sealed by the 

ridge and furrow soil sequence and modern turf horizon suggesting that they pre-date 

the late medieval agricultural landscape. 
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3.7.7 In Trench 63, there was a small east-west aligned ditch, 6305, truncating the earlier 

ditch 6303. It measured 0.2m wide and 0.12m deep, and also had steep sides with a 

flat base. It contained a fill of dark grey silty clay. 

3.7.8 Ditch 5907 was also on a slightly different alignment being orientated NE-SW. This was 

0.7m wide and contained an upper fill of dark blue-grey silty clay, similar to the 

deposits of the nearby ditches.  

Trenches 60 and 61  

3.7.9 Pit 6003 was sub-oval in plan, measuring 1.26m in length and 0.6m wide, with 

moderately steep sides and an irregular base, 0.6m deep (Plate 4). It contained a single 

fill of dark grey, silty clay, with a relatively high organic content. No artefacts were 

recovered from this feature. Ditch 6005 had a shallow concave profile, 1.44m wide 

and 0.18m deep. It had a sterile fill of silty clay.  

3.7.10 Ditch 6007 was recorded at the south-west end of the trench, on a NW-SE alignment 

and appears to have continued in Trench 61 as 6103. Ditch 6103 had a steep concave 

profile and a fill of dark grey brown, silty clay, measuring 0.48m wide and 0.15m deep. 

It contained two large sherds of Roman storage jars.  

3.7.11 Trench 61 also revealed two broadly NE-SW orientated linear features, 6105 and 6109. 

Ditch 6105 had a broad concave profile and was recorded as truncating ditch 6103. It 

was filled with a sterile deposit of orangey brown, silty clay. A fourth ditch, 6113 was 

orientated N-S and was recorded in plan only. A possible pit, 6111 was partially 

exposed within the north-west of the trench between ditches 6109 and 6113, but was 

not excavated. None of the unexcavated features produced any artefactual material. 

Trench 64  

3.7.12 Trench 64 revealed two small parallel ditches, 6405 and 6407. They both had shallow 

concave profiles less than 0.13m deep, with sterile silty clay deposits. A furrow, 6403 

was also recorded within the trench. No artefacts were recovered from these features. 

3.8 Field F – Trenches 27, 31, 33-36, 38-44 and 46 

3.8.1 The archaeology revealed in Field F was predominately comprised of linear ditches 

(Fig. 10). These ditches can be easily categorised into two distinct types based on their 

profiles; either steep sided and flat-bottomed or concave (Fig. 11). 

3.8.2 The ditches with steep sides and flat-bottoms included, 2702, 3303, 3603, 3903 (Plate 

5), 3905, 4003, 4107, 4303, 4403, 4602 and 4606. These ditches ranged in width 

between 0.61 and 1m, with depths of between 0.2m and 0.48m. Ditch 4107 was the 

largest of its type, with a width of 1.32m. The fills of these ditches were typically either 

a mottled yellow and dark grey, or homogeneous dark grey brown, silty clay. These 

were slightly gleyed in appearance and although the yellow mottling is likely to be 

derived from eroded edge material, although there were no primary silting deposits. 

The only artefact recovered from these ditches was a large sherd of Roman pottery 

from the fill of ditch 4303. 
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3.8.3 The ditches with concave profiles included 3102, 3403, 3503, 3505, 3803, 3805, 3807, 

4203 and 4205. The only relationships observed between these features were where 

ditch 3503 had been cut by 3505 and ditch 3805 had been cut by 3807. Inevitably 

there was some variation in the nature of these profiles, with ditches 3102, 3403 and 

3803 having notably steeper sides than the remainder classified in this group. The 

sizes were also varied, ranging from 0.4m to 0.97m wide, and from 0.27m to 0.48 

deep. These ditches also contained varied dark grey, silty clay deposits with occasional 

instances of eroded yellow clay natural being incorporated. No finds were recovered 

from any of these features.  

3.8.4 Within Trench 38 the features 3803, 3805 and 3807 were observed cutting through a 

shallow, dark grey brown layer, approximately 0.15m thick. This deposit was overlying 

the natural clay and sealed beneath the subsoil. It is likely that this represents a buried 

soil, preserved by the ridge and furrow earthworks. 

3.8.5 Within Trench 41 were two pit-like features, 4103 and 4105. Pit 4103 was only partially 

exposed, with a square form in plan measuring at least 1.04m wide, and 0.24m deep. 

The sides of the feature were gently sloped, and the base was concave. It had a single 

fill of mottled orangey, grey-brown, silty clay. Pit 4105 was sub-circular in plan, with 

steep sides and a concave base. It measured 1.8m in diameter and 0.2m deep. Within 

the pit was a large dumped deposit of burnt waste (4106), including fired clay and 

charcoal, no charred grains were observed. This had been sealed with a deliberate 

backfill, 4117, which was derived from the natural geology. 

3.8.6 The unexcavated linear features all had similar fills and the same range of dimensions 

to the other ditches observed. They were also aligned on parallel orientations to the 

other linear features suggesting they were broadly contemporary, if not elements of 

the same field systems.  

3.9 Field G – Trenches 47, 49-53, 55 and 57 

3.9.1 Ditches 4703, 4903, 5103 (Plate 6), 5203 and 5703 displayed the characteristic and 

distinctive trench-like profiles with steep sides and flat bases, measuring between 

0.47 and 0.75m wide and up to 0.43m deep (Figs 12 and 13). They each contained 

deposits of grey brown, silty clay.  

3.9.2 Ditch 5003 had a slightly irregular, steep-sided profile with a concave base. It 

measured 0.96m wide and 0.24m deep, with a grey silty clay fill. Ditch 5303 had a 

broad concave profile, with two fills of sterile clay. 

3.9.3 A single flint blade recovered from the subsoil of Trench 56 was the only artefact from 

Field G. 

3.10 Field H – Trenches 76-78 

3.10.1 Ditches 7603 and 7703 were recorded on a similar alignment and are likely to be part 

of the same feature (Fig. 12). They both had steep sides and a broad, slightly concave 

base with a fill of dark grey clay silt (eg Fig. 13, section 7600). Ditch 7703 was recorded 

with a lower fill, 7704 that had formed as a result of bioturbation. Ditch 7706 was 

recorded in plan with a fill of light yellow grey, silty clay. 
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3.10.2 Ditch 7803 measured just 0.3m wide with steep sides and a concave base, 0.23m 

deep. It had a single sterile fill of light yellow grey, clay silt. 

3.10.3 No artefacts were encountered in either the features or soil layers within the trenches 

in Field H. 

3.11 Field I – Trenches 81-90 and 92 

3.11.1 A range of ditches was encountered in Field I based on the principal NE-SW and NW-

SE alignments as recorded elsewhere within the evaluation (Fig. 14). Many of these 

ditches also displayed the characteristic trench-like profile with a broad flat base (Fig. 

15). No artefacts were encountered in any of the excavated or exposed ditch fills. 

Trench 81  

3.11.2 Ditch 8102 had moderately sloped sides and a broad slightly concave base, measuring 

0.91m wide and 0.31m deep (Fig. 15, section 8100). It contained a primary deposit 

(8104) of light yellow silty clay down its north-eastern edge, which was presumably 

derived from eroded natural or associated bank material. It was overlain by a sterile, 

dark brown grey, silty clay fill, 8103. 

Trench 82  

3.11.3 Ditch 8203 had a concave profile measuring 0.7m wide and 0.3m deep, with a single 

fill of grey yellow silty clay. Ditch 8205 was recorded in plan just over 3m to the north-

east, on a parallel alignment, with a similar fill of silty clay. Ditch 8206 was partially 

exposed at the north-east end of the trench, and was also recorded in plan.  

Trench 83  

3.11.4 Ditch 8302 was notably larger than many of the other features in the northern portion 

of the site (Plate 7), measuring 1.41m wide with moderately sloped sides leading to a 

broad, slightly concave base, 0.58m deep (Fig. 15, section 8300). It contained two 

deposits of slightly gleyed looking dark grey, silty clay. 

Trenches 84, 85 and 87  

3.11.5 Ditches 8403, 8405, 8503, 8703 and 8705 all had steep sides and a flat base, with a 

single fill of brown grey and orange, silty clay. Their dimensions ranged from 0.4m to 

0.69m wide, and between 0.16m and 0.26m deep (Fig. 15, sections 8400, 8500 and 

8702).  

Trenches 86, 88, 89 and 90  

3.11.6 Features 8603, 8803, 8903 and 9003 were all concave shaped ditches, with grey 

brown, silty clay fills (Fig. 15, sections 8600, 8900 and 9000). Ditch 8805 was recorded 

in plan with a fill of grey, orangey-brown, silty clay. Ditch 9005 had a fill of dark grey 

silty clay.  
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3.12 Field J – Trenches 93, 95-101, 103, 104 and 107 

3.12.1 The pattern of NW-SE and NE-SW ditch alignments was repeated in Field J (Fig. 16). 

Similarly, the trench-like profiles were also present, combined with the largely sterile 

mixed clayey infill deposits (Fig. 17). 

Trenches 93, 100 and 101  

3.12.2 Ditches 9303, 10005, 10003 and 10103 had either steep or near-vertical sides, with 

flat bases. They varied in width between 0.68m and 1.44m wide and were all 

approximately 0.3m deep. Within these ditches were sterile deposits of dark grey, or 

bluish grey, silty clay. 

Trench 95  

3.12.3 Trench 95 revealed a spread of mid to dark grey, and yellow grey clay (9506 and 9507), 

within a probable treehole, 9505. Approximately 9.5m to the north-west was a 

shallow, concave ditch, 9503, with a sterile fill of dark grey, clay. 

Trench 96  

3.12.4 Ditch 9603 measured 0.8m wide and 0.35m deep, with a V-shape profile. It had a 

single fill of mottled grey and yellow, silty clay. Ditch 9607 was immediately adjacent 

to 9603, on a WSW-ENE alignment, and was truncated at its north-eastern end by a 

later furrow. It had a very shallow concave profile, just 0.08m deep, with a fill of dark 

grey, silty clay. 

Trenches 97, 98, 99 and 104  

3.12.5 Ditches 9703 and 9909 were recorded in plan on a similar alignment, with dark brown 

humic fills. Running parallel to the existing hedge line, it is likely that these formed an 

earlier historic field boundary. The ditch fills were notably more humic than recorded 

elsewhere within the evaluation, suggesting a more recent origin. 

3.12.6 Ditches 9905 and 10403 were also recorded on the same alignment as each other and 

appear to be the same feature. They both had broad, steep-sided, concave profiles, 

measuring 1.35 and 1.12m wide respectively, and both approximately 0.33m deep 

(Fig. 17, sections 9901 and 10400). Ditch 9905 had a deposit of mixed blue grey and 

brown silty clay, whereas ditch 10403 had a homogeneous fill of dark blue grey, silty 

clay (Plate 8). 

3.12.7 Ditch 9903 had a shallow concave profile, 0.46m wide and 0.1m deep, with a fill of 

dark blue grey, silty clay. The adjacent ditch, 9907 was recorded in plan and had a 

similar appearance. 

Trench 103  

3.12.8 Ditch 10303 had a small concave profile, 0.34m wide and 0.22m deep with a single 

sterile fill of dark blue-grey, clay. Ditch 10305 was recorded in plan with a similar dark 

blue-grey, clay fill.  
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Trench 107  

3.12.9 Features 10703 (Plate 9; Fig. 17, section 10700) and 10705 were two ditches forming 

a single boundary aligned NW-SE with a narrow entrance or break. They measured 

0.9m and 0.74m wide respectively and between 0.54m and 0.63m deep. They both 

contained very mixed deposits of yellow clay and dark grey silty clay and appear to 

have been deliberately backfilled. Ditch 10703 contained a single sherd of Roman 

pottery. No other artefacts were recovered from Field J. This pattern repeats that seen 

in Trench 63 where a narrow gap of less than 1m was also recorded between ditch 

lengths with similar profiles and fills. 

3.13 Field K – Trenches 108-110, 112, 113, 115, 116, 118 and 121 

3.13.1 The archaeology in Field K is characterised by a low density arrangement of linear 

ditches largely repeating the pattern and alignment observed across much of the 

evaluation area (Fig. 18). Ditches 10803 (Plate 10), 10908 and 10903 were similar in 

character and appear to have formed a field system organised on NNW-SSE and WSW-

ENE alignments. These ditches had steep sides between 0.15m and 0.3m deep, and 

broad, slightly concave bases measuring from 0.49m to 0.64m wide (Fig. 19). Both 

ditches within Trench 109 (10903 and 10908) were recorded with a mottled lower fill 

formed through natural silting and edge erosion. This was overlain by a more 

homogeneous dark grey brown, silty clay that was present within 10803, 10908 and 

10903.  

3.13.2 Ditches 10805, 11203, 11303 and 11607 are all characterised by near-vertical sides 

and flat bases, similar to those classified in Field F (Fig. 19, sections 1081, 11200 and 

11300). Both 11203 and 11303 were broadly 0.67m wide and 0.27m deep. Ditches 

10805 and 11607 were slightly smaller, between 0.35m and 0.49m wide and 0.15m to 

0.49m deep. These features were all filled with slightly gleyed, dark grey and yellow, 

silty clay deposits. 

3.13.3 Ditch 11603 had a steep concave profile, 0.83m wide and 0.35m deep, containing a 

blue grey, silty clay fill (Plate 11; Fig. 19, section 11600). 

Trench 110  

3.13.4 Ditch 11003 had steep sides and a slightly concave broad base, 1.14m wide and 0.37m 

deep. It contained a single fill of mottled yellow and dark grey, silty clay. Ditch 11005 

had an unusually deep and narrow profile, with steep sides and a rounded base, 

0.67m wide and 0.47m deep. It contained a primary silting derived from the yellow 

clay edges, overlain by a mottled deposit of yellow and dark grey, silty clay. 

3.13.5 Features 11008 and 11004 were only partly exposed within the excavation, and were 

also cut by a modern land drain. It is therefore unclear whether these were two 

separate features and if they represent pits or ditches. They both had a similar fill of 

yellow and dark grey silty clay, indicating a similar date and process of accumulation 

to the other features within the field.  
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Trench 121  

3.13.6 Ditch 12105 measured 0.5m wide and 0.16m deep, with a rounded concave profile. It 

had a single fill of dark grey brown silty clay. A sub-rectangular pit, 12103, was 

recorded in the north-west end of the trench. It measured 1.1m x 0.34m in plan and 

0.19m deep, with steep sides and a rounded base. It contained mixed deposit of grey 

and light orangey brown, silty clay.  

Trenches 115 and 118  

3.13.7 Ditches 11503 and 11805 were identical in appearance and were probably part of the 

same boundary ditch, which is marked at this location on the 1st edition Ordnance 

Survey map. 

3.13.8 No artefacts were recovered from any of the trenches in Field K. 

3.14 Fields L and M – Trenches 123, 125-130, 133 and 134 

3.14.1 The majority of the features exposed in Fields L and M can be grouped together as 

ditches with steep-sided, flat-based, trench-like profiles similar to those revealed in 

Field F. These ditches include 12303, 12503, 12607, 12703, 12903 (Plate 12), 13003 

and 13303, and ranged in size between 0.31m and 0.8m wide and from 0.15m to 0.4m 

deep (Figs 20 and 21). These were all filled with slightly gleyed, dark grey and yellow, 

silty clay deposits. Ditch 12607 yielded 3 sherds (206g) of Roman pottery. 

3.14.2 Features 12603 and 12605 were on broadly parallel NW-SE alignments. They had 

shallow rounded profiles between 0.48m and 0.55m wide and 0.14 to 0.22m deep 

(Fig. 21, section 12600). Both ditches contained sterile dark grey and orangey brown 

deposits of silty clay. It is likely that these continue to the south-east as ditches 13510 

and 13512 in Trench 135 (Field N). 

3.14.3 Ditch 12804 was a wide concave ditch, 0.67m wide and 0.2m deep (Fig. 21, section 

12800). It had a lower fill of light brown grey and yellow silty clay (12803), overlain by 

a shallow deposit of dark grey silty clay (12802). 

3.14.4 Ditches 12303 and 13305 were recorded in plan, with their dimensions and upper fills 

matching those of the other ditches within these fields. 

Trench 134  

3.14.5 The ditches revealed in Trench 134 were notably larger than many of the adjacent 

features. Ditch 13407 measured 1.4m wide and 0.4m deep, with steep, near-vertical 

sides and a flat base (Fig. 21, section 13401). It contained a sterile, slightly gleyed fill 

of light brown grey and blue grey, silty clay.  

3.14.6 Ditch 13410 had a steep sided, U-shaped profile, 0.4m wide and 0.5m deep. It had a 

yellow brown silty clay fill, becoming slightly more grey and gleyed towards the base. 

The southern edge of 13410 was cut by a wider ditch, 13403 which measured 1.18m 

wide and 0.38m deep (Fig. 21 section 13400). Ditch 13403 contained a mixed fill 

brown and grey silty clay that had incorporated a significant amount of burnt material, 

including fired clay and charcoal. 
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3.14.7 Ditch 13405 was only recorded in plan but had a width of 0.84m which is comparable 

to the other ditches in Trench 134. 

3.15 Field N – Trenches 135, 138 and 142-147 

3.15.1 An arrangement of steep-sided and flat-bottomed ditches was present across Field N, 

with ditches 13503, 13505, 14203, 14205, 14403, 14405, 14503 and 14603 all 

conforming to this type (Figs 22 and 23). They typically ranged between 0.4m and 

0.8m wide and from 0.12 to 0.4m deep, the largest example, 13505 measuring 1m 

wide and 0.5m deep. Ditch 14203 had been truncated or recut by 14205, and would 

originally have been wider than the 0.3m observed. In keeping with the other ditches 

of this type, these were all filled with a slightly gleyed deposit of mottled dark grey 

and yellow, silty clay. Ditch 14503 was aligned with ditch 14703 to the south-east, and 

is possibly a continuation of the same feature.  

3.15.2 Ditches 13803 and 14303 had rounded profiles and, although 13512 and 13510 were 

only recorded in plan, these were both aligned with 12603 and 12605 that had been 

recorded to the north-west. Ditches 13803 and 14303 were both 0.18m deep, and 

measured 0.52m and 0.78m wide respectively. Ditch 13803 contained a dark grey silty 

clay fill, and 14303 contained a grey-orange, sandy clay deposit. 

3.15.3 Ditches 13508, 13803, 14207, 14407, 14409, 14505 and 14605 were recorded in plan. 

Their dimensions and upper fills indicate that these had similar functions and were 

infilled under similar conditions to the other ditches within these fields. 

3.15.4 No artefacts were recovered from any of the trenches in Field N. 

3.16 Field O – Trenches 150, 152 and 154-161 

3.16.1 Features 15202, 15403, 15502, 15602, 15704, 15802 and 15902 were all steep-sided, 

flat-bottomed ditches, being of the same trench-like profile type observed in the 

adjacent fields and sharing the principal NW-SE and NE-SW alignments (Figs 24 and 

25). These features ranged between 0.42m and 0.88m wide and from 0.12 to 0.38m 

deep. In keeping with the other features of this type, they each contained largely 

sterile slightly gleyed deposits of dark blue-grey, clay silt with occasional yellow 

patches derived from erosion of the natural clay. Ditches 15602 and 15902 were 

orientated along the same alignment and are quite likely to be parts of the same 

feature.   

3.16.2 Ditch 16102 had a shallow concave profile measuring 0.3m wide and 0.12m deep that 

contained a dark blue-grey silty clay fill. Ditch 15002 also had a more rounded profile, 

and contained two sterile deposits of mid grey, and greyish yellow silty clay. It is worth 

noting that, unlike many of the other ditches, feature 15002 had a slightly sinuous or 

curving shape in plan (Fig. 24). 

3.16.3 The remaining linear features were recorded in plan, and consistently contained an 

upper fill comprising dark grey silty clay.  

3.16.4 Ditch 15702 was a shallow concave feature, 0.86m wide and 0.15m deep. Although it 

was similar in appearance to many of the furrows also observed, ditch 15702 was 

positioned beneath a ridge of the extant earthworks in the field. A single small sherd 

of Roman pottery was recovered as a possible residual artefact in ditch 15702. 



  
 

Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire    2 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 21 18 December 2017 

 

Although no other artefactual evidence was recovered from any of these ditches, the 

fills of these ditches were all sealed beneath the extant ridge and furrow. 

3.17 Field P – Trench 162 

3.17.1 Trench 162 revealed a single steep sided, flat-bottomed ditch (16203), measuring 

0.6m wide and 0.18m deep Figs 24 and 25 section 16200). It contained a single sterile, 

yellow-grey, silty clay fill. 

3.18 Field Q – Trenches 163 to 170 

3.18.1 An area of activity other than ditches containing sterile fills was recorded in the 

southern part of this field (Fig. 26). This represents the northern extent of a distinct 

cluster of features and deposits containing Roman artefacts identified to the south in 

Field U. Elsewhere in Field Q a similar pattern of ditch alignments was recorded with 

a variety of the trench-like profiles and more recognisable ditch v-shaped profiles (Fig. 

27). The general pattern of ditch alignments was also present in this field, although 

several ditches followed a more N-S and E-W pattern (eg 16404, 16505, 16802 16902 

and 16905). These may suggest that more than one phase of field or boundary 

arrangement was are present here. 

Trenches 163 and 167  

3.18.2 Ditches 16302, 16304 and 16702 were steep sided, with rounded concave bases. 

Features 16302 and 16304 measured 0.35m and 0.39m wide respectively, and 0.12m 

and 0.25m deep. Ditch 16302 contained a fill of dark brown silty clay, and ditch 16304 

had a mottled yellow grey, silty clay fill containing fragments of limestone. Ditch 16702 

contained a primary fill of eroded clay natural, overlain by a brownish grey, silty clay 

deposit. No artefacts were encountered in these features. 

Trenches 164 and 165  

3.18.3 Ditch 16404 measured 1.39m wide, with moderately steep sides, leading to a concave 

base, 0.37m deep. It contained a deposit of light blue-grey silty clay, overlain by a 

naturally accumulated fill of mid and orange, silty clay. Ditch 16503 was also relatively 

broad, with a width of 1.12m and a depth of 0.28m. It had steep sides and broad 

irregular base with sterile, silty clay fills. Ditch 16505 had a broad and shallow profile 

0.5m wide and 0.11m deep. It contained a brownish grey clay fill. 

3.18.4 Ditches 16507, 16509 and 16407 were all recorded in plan with dark grey brown, silty 

clay fills. 

3.18.5 None of the ditches in these trenches produced any artefacts. 

Trenches 166 and 169  

3.18.6 Ditches 16602, 16902 and 16905 each had trench-like profiles with steep-sides and 

flat bases, measuring between 0.68m and 1.12m wide and from 0.26m to 0.41m deep. 

All three ditches contained sterile mottled dark grey and yellow, silty clay fills.  
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Trench 168  

3.18.7 Feature 16802 represents the truncated remains of a ditch that measured 0.56m wide 

and just 0.08m deep, with a grey silty clay fill. Ditch 16806 was recorded in plan only 

with an upper fill of grey, clay silt. Feature 16805 was an irregular feature, with a fill 

of dark grey silty clay, and burnt material including fired clay and charcoal. These 

deposits were otherwise sterile and no artefacts were encountered. 

Trench 170  

3.18.8 A concentration of Roman features was encountered in the south-west end of Trench 

170. These primarily consisted of pit-like features. Pit 17005 was partially exposed 

within the trench, truncating an earlier ditch 17012. The pit measured 1.25m in 

diameter and 0.21m deep (Fig. 27, section 17002). It contained a dumped deposit of 

grey, silty clay (17004), which included numerous fragments of angular limestone, 98 

sherds (826g) of pottery dating from AD 160-200, animal bone, hobnails and charred 

plant remains. Further limestone fragments were also present in the overlying subsoil, 

and were presumably derived from the fill of this pit. 

3.18.9 Pit 17003 was sub-circular in plan, with moderately sloped sides and a concave base, 

1.19m wide and 0.48m deep (Fig. 27, section 17000). It contained a relatively 

homogeneous fill comprising dark brown grey, silty clay (17002). Features 17008, 

17010 and 17014 were all partially exposed along the south-eastern edge of the 

trench and were only recorded in plan, with Roman pottery recovered from the 

surface of all three features.  

3.19 Field R – Trenches 172 and 174-176 

3.19.1 The trenches in Field R revealed several NW-SE aligned ditches: 17403, 17502, 17504, 

17603, 17605 and 17607 (Fig. 28). Of these, ditch 17403 probably equates to ditch 

17502 and either 17603 or 17605. It is possible that this can also be traced to the NW 

in Field O as ditch 15403. Also, ditch 17607 can be traced into Trench 175 as ditch 

17504. These ditch alignments run parallel to each other and are closely spaced as 

recorded elsewhere in the evaluation (eg Trenches 62, 135, 144 and 157). 

3.19.2 Ditch 17605 had a V-shaped profile, measuring 0.8m wide and 0.4m deep with sterile 

clay fill (Fig. 29, section 17600). Ditch 17607 had a shallower, rounded profile 

measuring 0.4m wide and 0.18m deep and contained a sterile fill (Fig. 29, section 

17601). Ditch 17203 was the only one in this field aligned on a NE-SW orientation and 

had a rounded profile 0.5m wide and 0.2m deep (Fig. 29, section 17200). It contained 

a fill of sterile light grey brown clay.  

3.19.3 No artefacts were recovered from any of the trenches in Field R. 

3.20 Field S – Trenches 179-184, 186 and 189-191 

3.20.1 A range of geophysical anomalies were identified in Field S suggesting the presence 

of possible ditched enclosures (see Fig. 45). These were identified in Trenches 181 and 

186 along with a range of smaller ditches (Fig. 30). 
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Trenches 179 and 180  

3.20.2 Ditch 17903 was recorded in plan on a NW-SE alignment with an upper fill of light grey 

brown, silty clay. 

3.20.3 Ditch 18003 measured 1m wide, 0.26m deep, with moderately steep sides and a 

flattish base (Fig. 31, section 18000). It contained a single fill of mixed grey and orange 

silty clay. Feature 18005 was orientated along the line of the trench at its northern 

end, and truncated at each end by furrows. It measured 0.6m wide and 0.14m deep, 

with moderately sloped sides and a fill of light orangey grey, silty clay. 

3.20.4 None of the deposits within these trenches produced any artefacts. 

Trench 181  

3.20.5 Ditches 18103 and 18105 both had broad concave profiles, containing fills of dark grey 

silty clay (eg Fig. 31 section 18101). Ditch 18103 produced two sherds of Roman 

pottery (64g) and some poorly preserved charred cereal grains, including oat/brome. 

A small rectilinear geophysical anomaly was identified to the north of Trench 181 

indicating a possible enclosure (Fig. 45). The position of ditch 18103 would suggest 

that it was part of, or an extension of, this possible enclosure. Ditch 18107 was 

recorded in plan, and could also be extrapolated to form part of this putative 

enclosure. 

Trenches 182, 183 and 184  

3.20.6 Ditch 18203 (Plate 13; Fig. 31, section 18200) had steep sides and a rounded base, 

and measured 0.92m wide and 0.39m deep. It had a primary fill of mid grey sandy clay 

(18204), overlain by a naturally accumulated deposit of brownish grey clay silt 

(18205). These yielded a small quantity of animal bone and late Iron Age-early Roman 

pottery (27 sherds, 118g). 

3.20.7 Features 18303 and 18305 were a pair of parallel ditches, approximately 0.8m apart. 

Of these, ditch 18303 was excavated and measured 0.93m wide and 0.5m deep, with 

steep sides and a flat base, containing a deposit of grey and orange silty clay (Fig. 31, 

section 18300). A probable treehole, 18307, was recorded at the north-west end of 

the trench. No artefacts were encountered from these deposits. 

3.20.8 Ditch 18403 was a shallow concave linear feature with irregular edges, with a fill of 

grey brown silty clay. It contained two small sherds of late Iron Age-early Roman 

pottery. 

Trench 186  

3.20.9 Ditches 18603 (Plate 14; Fig. 31, section 18600) and 18608 both correlate with linear 

geophysical anomalies that indicated a possible rectilinear enclosure (Fig. 45). Ditch 

18603 was large by comparison to others encountered in this evaluation, measuring 

3.6m wide and 1.55m deep, with steep sides splayed towards the surface converging 

to a narrow rounded base (Fig. 31, section 18600). The ditch contained a primary fill 

of gleyed clay, 18607, containing waterlogged but degraded fragments of wood and 

seeds. This was overlain by a sequence of naturally accumulated clay based deposits, 
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18606, 18604 and 18605. The upper fills 18604 and 18605 yielded a combined 

quantity of 45 sherds (499g) of middle Iron Age pottery, including a possible crucible 

fragment. Deposit 18605 also contained charred cereal grains and animal bones. 

3.20.10 Ditch 18608 was recorded in plan. This had a surface width of 2.42m, suggesting that 

this may also be a large ditch and potentially part of the same enclosure. Ditch 18610 

to the north of this was significantly smaller measuring just 0.2m wide. 

Trench 189  

3.20.11 Ditch 18912 was recorded in plan at the north-west end of the trench aligned NE-SW 

and containing a dark grey, silty clay upper fill. 

3.20.12 In contrast to the ditch features encountered within this evaluation, Trench 189 also 

revealed an unexpected discovery in the form of a rectangular brick and stone 

structure (18910) (Figs 30 and 32). This was constructed within a large rectangular 

foundation trench aligned NW-SE (Plate 15). The foundations were cut through the 

subsoil and measured approximately 9m x 3.5m in plan. It comprised an initial skin of 

roughly coursed and un-bonded limestone fragments (18904), used to line the interior 

of the foundation cut up to a width of approximately 0.2m. Abutting and overlying the 

limestone foundations were three brick walls, 18905, 18911 and 18908. All three walls 

of the structure were constructed using red un-frogged bricks, measuring 222mm x 

100mm x 60mm. Walls 18905 and 18908 formed the south-west and north-east sides 

of the structure respectively. They consisted of at least two courses of bricks laid as 

headers, a single brick wide. Wall 18911 was placed longitudinally, along the centre of 

the structure, to create two chambers on either side of it, each approximately 0.6m 

wide. Both chambers had been deliberately backfilled with a deposit of brick rubble, 

18907. The interior faces of all three brick walls were heavily vitrified, indicating that 

the two interior chambers functioned as flues operating at very high temperatures 

(Plate 16). 

Trenches 190 and 191  

3.20.13 These two trenches revealed five NW-SE aligned ditches: 19002, 19004, 19006, 19103 

and 19105. Ditch 19103 measured 0.8m wide with steep sides leading to a flat base, 

0.38m deep (Fig. 31, section 19100). It had a single fill of brown grey clay. Ditch 19002 

(Plate 17) had an identical profile. It measured 1.02m wide and 0.32m deep, and 

contained a similar fill to 19103. A single 13g sherd of middle or late Iron Age pottery 

was recovered from the fill of ditch 19002. 

3.21 Field T – Trenches 193, 194, 196-201 and 203 

3.21.1 A range of ditches repeating the pattern of NE-SW and NW-SE alignments was 

recorded in Field T (Fig. 33). Ditches 19303 (Plate 18), 19402, 19603, 19705 (Plate 19), 

19805, 19807, 20005 and 20103 all displayed the steep-sided trench-like profiles with 

flat bases (eg Fig. 34). They ranged in width from 0.5m to 0.95m and between 0.22m 

and 0.46m deep and each contained dark grey and yellow, silty clay deposits. In 

Trenches 193, 197 and 200 they appear to have been part of a pattern of similar 

features arranged on closely-spaced parallel alignments as seen elsewhere. These also 

seem to form part of the same arrangement as recorded in Trenches 190 and 191 in 
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Field S to the east. Ditches 19808 and 19807 were recorded truncating a probable 

treehole, 19809. Ditch 19807 contained a 2g sherd of Roman pottery. 

3.21.2 Ditches 19605 and 19610 both had rounded concave profiles, with brown grey, silty 

clay fills (Fig. 34, section 19601). Ditch 19703 also had a rounded concave profile, but 

contained an unusually light grey, clay fill.  

3.21.3 Ditch 19903 measured 1.08m wide and 0.3m deep with a slightly irregular profile that 

may have resulted from more than one feature. However, only a single fill of light grey 

clay was observed. 

3.21.4 Ditch 20003 had a slightly curved shape in plan, with one end extending beyond the 

north-east edge of the trench, and the other apparently truncated by a later furrow. 

It measured 0.8m wide, with steep slightly convex sides leading to a rounded base 

0.42m deep (Fig. 34, section 20000). It contained a single fill of mid grey and yellow 

silty clay.  

3.21.5 Ditches 20303, 20305 and 20308 also had rounded profiles, ranging in size from 0.44m 

to 0.79m wide and between 0.14m and 0.32m deep (eg Fig. 34, section 20301). Both 

20308 and 20305 appeared to be truncating a possible buried soil layer sealed 

beneath the ridge and furrow (Plate 20), although post-depositional gleying meant 

that this relationship was not clear. All three ditches contained a deposit of dark grey, 

silty clay that did not produce any artefactual material. 

3.22 Field U – Trenches 204-214 and 216-219 

3.22.1 With the exception of Field V, a much broader range of features and deposits was 

recorded in Field U than elsewhere in the evaluation (Fig. 35). These consisted of 

ditches, pits, soil horizons and possible postholes with many of these in association 

with Roman artefacts assemblages dated to the mid-late 2nd century, particularly in 

Trenches 204 and 213. 

Trench 204  

3.22.2 Overlying the natural geology within Trench 204 was a deposit of dark grey silty clay 

(20403), which covered an area of approximately 22m along the length of the trench. 

It measured up to 0.15m thick and yielded 123 sherds (1200g) of late 2nd century 

Roman pottery and isolated clusters of sub-angular limestones fragments (Plate 21). 

A possible lead plug or ceramic repair was also recovered from deposit 20403.  

3.22.3 Ditch 20404 (Plate 22) truncated deposit 20403 on a NE-SW orientation. It measured 

1.6m wide and 0.8m deep, with steep sides leading to a broad flattish base (Fig. 36, 

section 20400). The ditch had been left open and silted up naturally with a sequence 

of deposits with fills 20407 and 20408 representing initial silting and collapse of the 

ditch sides. The varied, grey silty clay composition of fills 20409, 20410 and 20411 

each appear to have formed naturally, and due to their partially gleyed nature indicate 

at least seasonally waterlogged conditions. Deposit 20411 in particular produced 

charred plant remains and yielded 31 sherds pottery (432g) consistent with the date 

range of deposit 20403. 
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3.22.4 The upper fills of ditch 20404 were sealed by a mottled light brown and grey clay 

deposit (20413), which partly extended across layer 20403. This appears to have 

derived primarily from the natural geology and may represent the levelled remains of 

a bank associated with ditch 20404. 

3.22.5 Within the western half of the trench, beyond the limits of deposit 20403, was the 

northern half of a possible annular ditch, 20406 (Plate 23). The ditch measured 0.22m 

wide and 0.13m deep, with a flat base and steep sides (Fig. 36, section 20401). 

Although the full extent of the feature was not visible, the exposed portion had an 

internal diameter of 2.94m. The ditch contained a single deposit of mid brownish grey, 

silty clay. This did not produce any artefactual material, suggesting that it was not 

contemporary with the soil layer 20403 and ditch 20404. 

3.22.6 A third ditch, 20414, was located near the western end of the trench on a NW-SE 

alignment. This feature was recorded in plan, and measured a maximum width of 

0.27m. The upper fill was a deposit of mid grey silty clay. 

Trench 206  

3.22.7 Ditches 20603 and 20607 both had steep sides and flattish bases, typical of the trench-

like features noted elsewhere during the investigation. They measured between 

0.29m and 0.39m wide, and 0.15 to 0.17m deep (eg Fig. 36, sections 20601 and 

20602). They both contained single fills of bluish grey silty clay. Ditch 20605 had a 

broad concave profile measuring 0.55m wide and 0.15m deep. It was filled with a 

single deposit of dark grey and orange, silty clay.  

3.22.8 Ditch 20609 was a sinuous feature revealed along the majority of Trench 206. It 

measured 0.61m wide and 0.16m deep with a concave profile and was filled with 

deposit of mottled orange and blue grey clay. Ditch 20611 is likely to be a continuation 

of this feature in the north-west end of the trench. 

3.22.9 Ditches 20617 and 20613 were both only recorded in plan, but appeared to be cut by 

ditch 20609, whereas feature 20615 appeared in plan to be later than 20609. 

Although unexcavated, feature 20615 was aligned with extant remains of the NE-SW 

aligned furrows present within Field U. Similarly, 20621 and 20619 also appeared to 

be the remains of furrows.  

3.22.10 No artefacts were encountered from any of the features within this trench. 

Trenches 205 and 207  

3.22.11 Trenches 205 and 207 revealed a total of six NW-SE aligned drainage ditches (20504, 

20506, 20508, 20703, 20706 and 20708). They varied in width between 0.37m and 

1.41m, and measured from 0.08m to 0.54m deep, with near-identical profiles 

comprising steep sides and flat bases (eg Fig. 36, section 20602). Ditches 20506 and 

20508 (Plate 24) both contained single fills of brown grey, silty clay. Ditch 20504 

contained an initial dump of charcoal rich silty clay (20503) down the north-eastern 

edge, overlain by a later fill of dark brown grey, silty clay, 20502. Ditches 20703 and 

20706 were filled with a deposit of mid grey, silty clay. Ditch 20708 appears to have 

been a recut of ditch 20703 and was distinguishable from the earlier feature by a 

mixed yellow and grey clay deposit. Ditches 20703 and 20708 could be a continuation 
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of ditches 7307 and 7311 recorded in field D to the west. The feature fills in Trenches 

205 and 207 were all sealed by the subsoil, but none of them produced any artefactual 

material. 

Trench 208  

3.22.12 Ditch 20812 was small linear feature located within the north-west half of the trench. 

It was only recorded in plan as it was mostly truncated by ditch 20803, a large NW-SE 

aligned feature that ran through the middle of the trench. This later ditch measured 

1.72m wide and 0.78m deep (Fig. 36, section 20800). It had a deep concave profile 

and was filled with a mixed deposit of dark grey and orangey brown silty clay (20805), 

consistent with a phase of deliberate backfilling. The upper fill, 20804 comprised a 

naturally silted deposit of mid grey brown, silty clay. In comparison to the other 

features within the field, the size and form of this ditch distinguish it from the adjacent 

linear features. No dating was encountered in the fills of ditch. 

3.22.13 In the south-east end of the trench, ditch 20806 was recorded on a NE-SW alignment. 

It measured 1.1m wide, with a shallow concave profile, 0.25m deep. It contained a 

single fill of light grey, silty clay. The north-eastern end of this feature was cut by ditch 

20808, which was orientated NW-SE. This later ditch was recorded in plan, with a fill 

of dark greyish brown, silty clay. 

3.22.14 A small copper alloy object was recovered from the subsoil of this trench. 

Trench 209  

3.22.15 Trench 209 contained a NE-SW aligned linear feature, 20903. It measured 0.48m wide 

and 0.2m deep, with irregular diffuse edges. Due to the diffuse irregular nature of this 

feature it is likely to be the remains of either a furrow or hedgerow. Approximately 

4.5m to the south-east of 20903 was a curvilinear feature, 20906. Due to its diffuse 

and irregular form, the width of this feature varied between 0.21m and 0.72m. Its 

depth measured up to 0.14m, with an irregular profile indicating significant 

disturbance, possibly through animal burrowing. It extended beyond the south-west 

limit of the excavated area, and it therefore remains unclear if this was of 

archaeological origin or part of a large treehole. 

3.22.16 Ditch 20911 was located within the south-east half of the trench. The north-eastern 

end of the feature was truncated by ditch 20908 on a perpendicular alignment. Both 

features contained deposits of blue-grey clay. 

3.22.17 No dating evidence was recovered from any of the features in this trench. 

Trenches 210 and 211  

3.22.18 Multiple ditches, aligned NW-SE, were recorded running through Trenches 210 and 

211. These included ditches, 21003, 21005, 21011 and 21012 in Trench 210 and 

ditches 21108, 21110 and 21112 in Trench 211. Ditch 21005 (Fig. 36, section 21001) 

had steep sides and a flat base, 0.74m wide and 0.32m deep, consistent with the 

trench-like profiles frequently recorded in the evaluation. The other excavated 

ditches, 21003 and 21108, were too truncated to confidently determine if they were 
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originally of a similar form. Overall, these ditches varied between 0.68 and 1.3m wide, 

and contained similar fills of grey and brownish grey, silty clay.  

3.22.19 In the south-west end of Trench 210, ditch 21007 was recorded on a N-S alignment. It 

measured 1.28m wide and 0.5m deep with a V-shaped profile (Fig. 36, section 21002). 

It had been gradually filled with a sequence of silty clay deposits indicating that it had 

been left open for a long period. 

3.22.20 Close to the north-eastern end of Trench 211 was a shallow circular deposit, 21103, 

comprising bluish grey and brown clay, measuring approximately 0.15m thick and at 

least 0.7m in diameter. This deposit was notable because it contained a small 

fragment of a pillar molded glass bowl dating to the middle of the 1st century AD. 

Investigation of this deposit demonstrated that it was likely to be an accumulation of 

subsoil within a shallow surface depression in the underlying natural clay, rather than 

an archaeological feature. Adjacent to deposit 21103 was the faint trace of a NNE-

SSW aligned linear feature, 21104. When tested, this proved to be no more than 

0.01m deep. 

3.22.21 Trench 211 also revealed a sub-oval possible posthole, 21106. It had an irregular 

profile with a steep eastern edge and a pointed base, 0.45m across and 0.22m deep. 

It contained a single fill of dark blue grey, silty clay and charcoal.  

Trench 212  

3.22.22 The four ditches recorded in Trench 212 were notably different in character to those 

with the trench-like profiles recorded more frequently to the north. Ditch 21209 had 

a broad concave profile, that measure at least 0.92m wide and 0.35m deep (Fig. 37, 

section 21200). Following a slump of natural clay down the western edge (21203), the 

ditch was primarily filled with a brownish-grey silty clay (21210) that contained a flake 

of worked flint. This ditch appears to have been recut long its eastern edge by a larger, 

near-vertically sided ditch, 21204 (Plate 25). It measured 1.68m wide and 0.87m deep, 

with a U-shaped base. It contained a primary fill, 21208, presumably derived from a 

collapse of the upper edges. Subsequently, it continued to silt up naturally with a 

sequence of gleyed silty clay deposits, 21205, 21206 and 21207.  

3.22.23 Ditches 21211 (Plate 26) and 21214 were broadly similar profiles to ditch 21204, with 

steep, slightly convex sides and U-shape bases (Fig. 37, sections 21201 and 21202). 

Both features revealed an initial erosion of the edges, before a gradual accumulation 

of gleyed, brownish grey, silty clay. No other artefacts were encountered within the 

fills of these ditches. 

Trench 213  

3.22.24 Trench 213 was notable for the presence of several possible pits, 21306, 21308, 

21314, 21322 and 21320. None of the pits were fully exposed within the limits of the 

excavated area, although the exposed dimensions generally suggest diameters of 

between 1.09 and 2.2m. Pits 21306 and 21308 measured 0.2m and 0.3m respectively. 

Pit 21306 was filled with a mottled brown grey and light brown grey silty clay (Fig. 37, 

section 31303). Pit 21308 contained a lower fill of light grey silty clay (21326), with an 

upper fill of mid to dark brownish grey silty clay (21327). 
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3.22.25 The trench also revealed four, broadly NW-SE aligned ditches, 21324, 21318, 21312 

and 21303 and two NE-SW parallel-aligned ditches, 21309 and 21316. Both 21309 

(Fig. 37, section 21301; Plate 27) and 21312 displayed the trench-like profiles, with 

steep sides and flat bases consistent with those recorded elsewhere. Ditch 21303 had 

slightly irregular profile, with a gradually slope eastern side and a steep western edge. 

Within ditch 21303 was an earlier fill of mid grey silty clay, overlain by a more mixed 

deposit of grey and yellow silty clay. The remaining ditches were recorded in plan, but 

all appeared to have also been filled naturally during wet conditions. It was evident in 

plan that ditch 21316 was later than both 21312 and 21318, indicating an element of 

phasing to the different field ditch arrangements.  

Trenches 214, 216, 217 and 218  

3.22.26 Trenches 214, 216, 217 and 218 revealed multiple ditches aligned either NW-SE or 

more to the ENE-WSW. The steep sides and flat bases of 21404, 21605, 21703 and 

21803 are consistent with the trench-like characteristics recorded elsewhere within 

the evaluation. These features varied in width from 0.57m to 1.3m and from 0.2m up 

to 0.67m deep. They each contained deposits of gleyed silty clay. 

3.22.27 Feature 21603 had steep sides, with a concave base, measuring 0.7m wide and 0.34m 

deep (Fig. 37, section 21600). It was also filled with a gleyed grey clay fill. This ditch 

was recorded as curving in plan, suggesting that it may have been part of an enclosure.  

3.22.28 Ditches 21805, 21807 and 21406 were only recorded in plan. It is likely that ditch, 

21406 was a continuation of ditch 21316, seen to the north-east in Trench 213.  

3.22.29 None of the deposits from these features and trenches produced any artefactual 

material. 

Trench 219  

3.22.30 At the north-eastern end of Trench 219 were two ditches, 21903 and 21905. Ditch 

21905 was only partially exposed within the trench, measuring just 0.13m deep, with 

a fill of yellow grey, silty clay. It was cut to the south-west by ditch 21903 which 

appears to have terminated within the excavated area. This later feature measured 

1.15m wide and had moderately steep sides and an uneven base. It contained a fill of 

mid yellow grey, silty clay (21904), overlain by 21907 a dark yellow grey deposit. 

3.22.31 Two discrete features, 21908 and 21910 were recorded near the centre of the trench 

as possible pits or postholes. However, their fills and irregular form are indicative that 

these were variations in the natural deposits rather than archaeological features.  

3.23 Field V – Trenches 221-225, 227-235 and 237-239 

3.23.1 Archaeological features and deposits were concentrated in the northern part of Field 

V (Fig. 38). These largely comprised ditches, some of which correspond to the 

enclosure arrangement indicated by the geophysical survey results that extend in to 

Field D to the north (Fig. 42). Significant features were otherwise absent within this 

field and deep deposits of modern made ground were encountered along the SW 

boundary of the field adjacent to the modern A41 road. 
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Trench 221  

3.23.2 A single ditch (22103), with a broad concave profile measuring 0.68m wide and 0.18m 

deep, was encountered in this trench. It contained a sterile fill of mottled brown grey 

and orange, silty clay. This ditch was aligned with a linear geophysical anomaly 

recorded to the north-east and could conceivably be a continuation of the same 

feature. 

Trench 222  

3.23.3 Trench 222 revealed a number of linear features comprising ditches 22203, 22204, 

22206, 22208, 22210 and 22223. These were all generally NW-SE aligned with slight 

variations to a more WNW-ESE alignment. Ditch 22210 appeared to be largely 

truncated, and consisted of a shallow concave cut, 0.61m wide and only 0.09m deep. 

It contained a fill of mid grey clay (22211) with occasional charcoal fragments and 

some poorly preserved charred grains. The fill also contained a small sherd of Bronze 

Age or Iron Age pottery and four pieces of worked flint. Ditch 22213 was located 

approximately 3m to the south-west of 22210, on a broadly parallel alignment. It was 

recorded in plan, and appeared to terminate within the trench.  

3.23.4 Ditch 22203 was very large in comparison to all others recorded in this evaluation with 

a profile measuring at least 4.95m wide and in excess of 1.11m deep (Fig. 39, section 

22200). This ditch correlated with a linear NW-SE aligned anomaly from the 

geophysical survey. Despite its size, the edges of the ditch were poorly defined, 

making it difficult to confidently establish its full extent. Furthermore, due to the 

depth of the ditch, it was not possible to reveal its full profile. One of the lower 

excavated fills in this ditch was 22221. This was a light grey clay containing the 

compressed and partly decayed remains of a fragment of wood (Plate 28, not 

recovered). This was overlain by a sequence of equally gleyed-looking, silty clay 

deposits that had accumulated within the ditch. Although deposit 22218 was sampled 

for waterlogged material, no plant remains were identified. One of the latest fills, 

22215, consisted of grey, silty clay with occasional charcoal flecks. No dating evidence 

was encountered in this ditch. 

3.23.5 Ditches 22204, 22206 and 22208 were located in the south-west half of Trench 222. 

They were all shallow, with broad concave profiles and contained deposits of sterile, 

grey yellow clay. The fill of ditch 22208 was truncated by ditch 22206. 

Trench 223  

3.23.6 A single ditch (22303) and a probable pit (22306) were encountered in Trench 223. 

Ditch 22303 had steep sides and a flat base conforming to the trench-like profile, being 

0.49m wide and 0.21m deep, and containing a sterile single fill of grey brown, silty 

clay (Fig. 39, section 22300). Pit 22306 was partially exposed within the trench. This 

measured 0.47m across and 0.08m deep and had been deliberately infilled with a 

deposit entirely consisting of charcoal. No charred grains, other seeds or artefacts 

were present in this deposit. 
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Trench 224  

3.23.7 Ditches 22410 and 22412 were revealed on SW-NE alignments along the south-west 

half of Trench 224. The earliest ditch, 22412 was steep-sided, with a slightly concave 

base, and appeared to be terminating at the point it was investigated (Fig. 39, section 

22403). It measured 0.9m wide and 0.66m deep, with a primary fill comprising a grey 

orange, silty clay (22413) that yielded a small quantity (8 sherds, 71g) of Roman 

pottery. This was overlain by an upper fill of yellow grey clay (22414). Ditch 22412 

appeared to recut ditch 22410 along its north-western edge. It was shallower, with 

steep sides and a broad slightly concave base, measuring 0.4m deep and at least 

0.96m wide. It contained a single fill of dark grey, clay silt containing occasional 

charcoal fragments, and 37 sherds (454g) of early-middle 2nd century pottery. Ditches 

22415 and 22417 were recorded in plan only, but appeared to pre-date ditches 22410 

and 22412. 

3.23.8 Ditches 22403, 22405 and 22407 were aligned NNW-SSE and parallel to each other in 

the north-western half of the trench. Ditch 22403 was the smallest of these, being just 

just 0.3m wide and 0.06m deep. Ditches 22405 and 22407 had steep sides and 

concave bases and were of similar dimensions. Ditch 22405 had a lower fill of mottled, 

light yellow and grey clay, overlain by a deposit dark grey and yellow, silty clay. Ditch 

22407 had a single fill of mid to dark grey and yellow, silty clay. None of these ditches 

produced any artefacts. 

3.23.9 A single flint flake was recovered from the subsoil of Trench 224. 

Trench 225  

3.23.10 Ditches 22505, 22507 (Plate 29) and 22509 all had steep sides and flat bases. They 

ranged in size from 0.5m to 1.1m wide and between 0.12m and 0.42m deep (Fig. 39, 

section 22501). Both 22505 and 22507 had fills of dark, blue-grey clay, whereas ditch 

22509 had a fill of lighter grey clay. 

3.23.11 Ditch 22502 had a concave profile, 0.82m wide and 0.3m deep (Fig. 39, section 22500. 

It had a lower fill of dark blue grey clay, with patches of eroded natural clay, overlain 

by a deposit of dark blue-grey, silty clay. 

3.23.12 A flint flake was recovered from deposit 22506 in ditch 22505. No other artefacts were 

present in the excavated ditch fills. 

Trench 227  

3.23.13 Trench 227 revealed two NW-SE aligned ditches (22707 and 22709). Ditch 22707 had 

slightly irregular, moderately sloping sides and a concave base. It was filled with a 

mottled deposit of yellow grey, silty clay from which 4 sherds (113g) of Roman pottery 

were recovered. Ditch 22709 was recorded in plan with a dark grey brown, silty clay 

fill. 

3.23.14 Pit 22703 was located at the south-western end of the trench. It was sub-circular in 

plan, measured approximately 0.65m in diameter, with moderately steep sides and 

flat base, 0.21m deep (Fig. 39, section 22700). It contained a dump of sub-angular 

stones (22706, Plate 30) and reddish grey clay, deposited down the north-eastern 
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edge, overlain by a dark grey clay deposit with occasional charcoal fragments. A single 

fragment of a quern was recovered from the feature, although the date of this artefact 

is uncertain. 

Trench 228  

3.23.15 Three SW-NE aligned ditches were revealed in Trench 228 (22803, 22806 and 22813). 

Ditches 22803 and 22806 both had wide, slightly concave and uneven profiles. Ditch 

22803 measured 1.6m wide and 0.33m deep, with a dark grey and brown, silty clay 

fill, 22804 from which a small assemblage of Roman pottery was recovered. Ditch 

22806 measured 1.7m wide and 0.22m deep. It had a diffuse interface with the 

natural, and an upper fill of brownish grey clay, 22807. This ditch yielded two small 

sherds of Roman pottery dated between AD 150-350. Ditch 22813 had a rounded 

concave profile, 0.52m wide and 0.18m deep, with a fill of mid grey and orange sandy 

clay. The south-western extent of ditch 22813 was cut by a partially exposed, shallow 

pit, 22811, containing an identical fill. Both features contained Roman pottery dated 

to AD 120-350 and a flint blade was also found in pit 22811. 

3.23.16 Partially overlying 22813 and extending to the north-west was a stone surface, 22809, 

covering an area approximately 4.7m across. It primarily comprised limestone 

cobbles, up to 0.2m in diameter, as well as numerous large fragments of Roman coarse 

ware pottery sherds (Plate 31). In total, 229 sherds of pottery (4074g) were recovered 

from this deposit, indicating a mid 3rd century date. Many of the stones had smooth, 

worn upper surfaces, and support the interpretation of a surface, although it is 

unclear whether this was part of discrete yard area or a trackway. A fragment of rotary 

quern was recovered from surface 22809, as was a flint flake.  

Trench 229  

3.23.17 Ditches 22903 and 22905 were both NW-SE aligned with steep sides, flat bases and 

containing grey, silty clay fills. A fragment of flint scraper was recovered from the 

topsoil and was the only artefact associated with this trench.  

Trenches 230, 231 and 233  

3.23.18 Trench 230 revealed a NE-SW aligned ditch, 23002. It had steep sides and a flat base, 

0.9m wide and 0.46m deep. It contained a lower fill of gleyed grey clay, overlain by 

sterile silty clay deposits. 

3.23.19 All three trenches revealed a deep sequence of made ground containing modern 

debris, possibly associated with the widening of the adjacent A41. In Trench 233 

(Plates 32 and 33) this measured up to 2m thick, with the natural geology 

approximately 2.6m below the existing ground level.   

Trench 232  

3.23.20 A probable treehole (23203) was partially exposed in Trench 232. It was sub-circular 

in plan, 1.14m in diameter, with gently sloped sides 0.42m deep. It contained a lower 

fill of disturbed natural clay, 23205, with an overlying deposit of dark grey silty clay 

and charcoal, 23204. A late Neolithic chisel arrowhead was found in the lower fill. An 
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environmental sample of the upper deposit, 23204, recovered charcoal fragments and 

fired clay. 

Trenches 234 and 235  

3.23.21 Ditches 23403 and 23503 were situated on a similar alignment and are likely to be the 

part of the same feature. Ditch 23403 measured 0.6m wide, with steep sides and a 

flat base, 0.35m deep. They both contained deposits of light grey, silty clay. A small 

sherd of Bronze Age or Iron Age pottery was recovered from the surface of ditch 

23503. 

Trenches 237, 238 and 239  

3.23.22 Ditch 23702 was the remains of a field boundary recorded on the 1st edition OS map.  

3.23.23 Ditch 23802 was recorded in plan, on a SW-NE alignment, with an upper fill of mid 

grey, clay. 

3.23.24 Ditches 23902 and 23904 were on NW-SE parallel alignments, approximately 8.5 

apart. Ditch 23904 had steep sides and a flat base, measuring 0.7m wide and 0.3m 

deep. These features were broadly aligned with ditches 24002 and 24005 in Trench 

240 to the south-east and are likely to be continuations of these features. A significant 

quantity of charcoal was present within the topsoil of Trench 239, which explains the 

large geophysical anomaly identified at this location.  

3.24 Field W – Trenches 240, 245, 247 and 250 

3.24.1 A sparse scatter of ditches was encountered in Field W (Fig. 40). None of these yielded 

any artefactual dating evidence. 

Trench 240  

3.24.2 Ditch 24002 had a broad and shallow form, with a slightly undulated base, 1.24m wide 

and 0.19m deep. It had single dark grey brown, silty clay fill. Ditch 24004 was recorded 

in plan, with a similar upper fill to ditch 24002. It is likely that these are the same as 

ditches 23902 and 23904 recorded in Trench 239 to the north-west. 

Trench 245  

3.24.3 Ditch 24502 had a steep sides and a concave base, 0.45m wide and 0.21m deep (Fig. 

41, section 24500). It contained a sterile yellow brown and grey, silty clay fill.  

Trench 247  

3.24.4 Ditch 24703 was curvilinear in plan, it measured 1.3m wide with slightly irregular, 

moderately steep sides leading to a broad, irregular concave base (Fig. 41, section 

24700). It contained dark brownish grey, silty clay fill. 
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Trench 250  

3.24.5 Ditch 25002 had a steep, concave profile, measuring 0.13m wide and 0.12m deep. 

This contained a single deposit of light yellow grey, silty clay and occasional charcoal 

flecks. Feature 25004 was a possible pit, recorded in plan.  

3.25 Finds summary 

Pottery  

3.25.1 A total of 909 sherds, weighing 9774g, was recovered from the evaluation, excluding 

the medieval material from Trenches 1-3 and 251 (see OA 2017b for the medieval 

pottery report). The earliest pottery was recovered from contexts 22211 and 23504. 

The flint-tempered pottery from these groups cannot be closely dated, but is likely to 

belong to the Bronze Age or Iron Age. Middle Iron Age pottery was collected from 

contexts 18604 and 18605, both fills of ditch 18603. Pottery from contexts spot-dated 

to the late Iron Age or early Roman period (c 50 BC-AD 100) accounted for 3% of the 

assemblage by sherd count, though most was from a single deposit, context 18205, a 

fill of ditch 18203. Some 43% of the assemblage by sherd count was from context 

groups spot-dated to the 2nd century (c AD 120-220), the pottery perhaps leaning 

towards the second half of the 2nd century than the second quarter. Two context 

groups comprised pottery that dated after AD 200, and together these accounted for 

28% of the entire assemblage by sherd count. These were context 6904, fill of ditch 

6903, and the cobbled surface 22809, which is dated to the mid-3rd century or later. 

The coherent nature of the whole assemblage indicates that the material was likely to 

have been deposited close to areas of use and initial discard. 

Ceramic Building Material  

3.25.2 A total of 13 pieces, weighing 3981g, was recovered from the evaluation. This includes 

a fragment of flange from a tegula roof tile, two bricks from structure 18910, a corner 

of a flat roof tile and a corner fragment of flat tile. 

Flint  

3.25.3 A small assemblage of 16 pieces of struck flint was recovered from the evaluation. The 

flints were in a very mixed state with some fresh pieces with light cortication alongside 

some very heavily corticated or iron stained flints in poor condition. It would appear 

to indicate a very limited potential for prehistoric flint-related activity at Wretchwick 

Green. However, there is a clear concentration in material at the western edge of site, 

moving away from the low lying ground. In addition to this, several of the finds 

recovered are not typical of casual losses. Cores and core maintenance pieces such as 

the crested bladelet or re-used rejuvenation flake are rarely found in isolation and are 

more common as part of intensive knapping scatters. However, any other indication 

of such intensive activity was lacking. 

Stone  

3.25.4 A total of four pieces of stone were retained and submitted for analysis. These 

comprise one unworked fragment, a perforated stone and two quern fragments. 
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Metalwork  

3.25.5 A total of 13 metal objects (25 fragments) was recovered from the evaluation. This 

includes six hobnails and four nails, from six contexts. 

Glass  

3.25.6 There is a single piece of vessel glass (SF 2000) from context 20113. This is a small rim 

sherd in deep cobalt blue from a Roman pillar molded bowl dating from the 1st 

century. 

Animal Bones  

3.25.7 A relatively small assemblage of 205 animal bones was recovered from the evaluation. 

The largest assemblages were recovered from the Iron Age ditch recorded in Trench 

186.  
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4 DISCUSSION 

4.1 Reliability of field investigation 

4.1.1 The most significant factor initially affecting the visibility and ability to excavate the 

archaeological features was the level of flooding and ground water encountered in 

the fields at the start of the fieldwork. Even in fields that did not have significant areas 

of surface water, the water table was sufficiently high for the trenches to become 

inundated following the machine excavation of the topsoil and subsoil horizons. 

However, this issue was successfully resolved and its impact was reduced by 

identifying and locating features prior to the accumulation of water in the trenches 

and by using pumps to drain the trenches to allow hand excavation of the features. 

Also, this was only an issue during the first 2-3 weeks of the evaluation with the 

weather rapidly improving and the ground draining so that this did not hamper the 

identification and excavation. This mostly affected Fields A-F. 

4.1.2 For the most part, the archaeological features were easily identifiable due to a 

reasonably consistent accumulation of grey clay, silty clay fills that contrasted well 

against the yellowish geology. The only notable exception to this was ditch 22203, 

where the edges of the feature were largely imperceptible due to its fill of locally 

derived clay. 

4.1.3 The geophysical survey identified a number of anomalies that were subsequently 

proven to be of archaeological origin. However, despite identifying the general areas 

of significant archaeological remains, the geophysical survey did not identify the 

numerous linear features frequently aligned NW-SE across the evaluation area. This 

may be due to the sterile nature of the deposits that filled the ditches and the 

similarity of alignments between these and the prevailing ridge and furrow remains. 

It is likely that the ridge and furrows, at least in part, masked the patterns of the earlier 

ditches. Despite this, the evaluation had little problem identifying these ditches under 

the ploughsoils associated with the ridge and furrow cultivation. Combined, the 

geophysical survey and this evaluation can be viewed as a reliable representation of 

the extent and range of features present within the development boundary. 

4.2 Evaluation objectives and results 

4.2.1 The aims and objectives of the evaluation are detailed in Section 2. Archaeological 

remains were identified in approximately 75% of the trenches excavated with a 

relatively even distribution of features in terms of presence or absence. Ditches were 

the predominant feature type to be encountered during this investigation, with very 

few discrete features, for example pits or postholes. 

4.2.2 The greatest concentration of features was identified towards the southern half of the 

site where three distinct concentrations were identified: 

i. Area 1 - Overlapping the boundary between the northern corner of Field V and 

the southern corner of Field D (Fig. 42),  

ii. Area 2 - the northern end of Field U, extending into Fields Q and T (Figs 43 and 

44), 

iii. Area 3 - the eastern extent of Field S (Fig. 45). 
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4.2.3 Area 1 is defined by a particular concentration of linear ditches that yielded 

reasonable assemblages of primarily 2nd and early 3rd century pottery. It also 

revealed the remains of a cobbled surface in Trench 228. This particular focus had 

been indicated by an array of linear geophysical anomalies that broadly correspond 

with the excavated ditches. However, although the geophysics provided an indication 

of the general extent of activity, the density of features encountered was far greater 

than indicated by the geophysical survey alone.  

4.2.4 The relatively small flint assemblage was largely recovered from the vicinity of Area 1, 

and two sherds of Bronze Age/ Iron Age pottery were recovered from ditches 22210 

and 23503. A moderate number of undated features were also recorded in this area, 

including the pit of burnt stone, 22703. These may indicate some scattered evidence 

for prehistoric activity in this area. 

4.2.5 Area 2 is centred around a collective assemblage of 2nd and early 3rd century 

artefacts derived from features in Trenches 170, 204 and 211. These included a glass 

bowl, hobnails, imported ceramics and tablewares. There were also spreads of 

angular limestone, tentatively indicating the presence of a nearby structure. Although 

the artefacts were particularly concentrated in these three trenches, the surrounding 

area also contained a higher than usual density of features that may have been 

contemporary with the Roman activity.  

4.2.6 Area 3 includes the second main area of the site to have been previously identified by 

the geophysical survey. Ditch 18603 is aligned with a linear geophysical anomaly. This 

ditch dates to the middle Iron Age and it contained a reasonable assemblage of faunal 

and environmental remains, including waterlogged deposits. Also within the area 

were some shallower ditches dated to the late Iron Age or Roman period. These 

features also correlated with the results of the geophysical survey, but again it appears 

that the full extent of the features were not detected.  

4.2.7 The remainder of the site was covered in a lattice-work of ditches, the majority of 

which had trench-like profiles that were steep-sided and flat bottomed. Generally, 

they contained mixed deposits of natural clay and dark grey silty clay as in ditch 10703. 

These examples would appear to have been backfilled relatively soon after excavation. 

Whereas numerous other examples (eg ditch 3903) contained more homogeneous 

fills indicating a gradual accumulation of material. A NW-SE alignment dominated the 

arrangement of these ditches with many aligned parallel to each other and spaced 

between 5-7m apart and some showing short breaks, or possible entrances, in their 

alignment (eg Trenches 63 and 107). A density to the distribution of these ditches was 

also evident with a broad swathe noted across the central portion of the site between 

Fields E, Q, U, T and S (listed from the NW to the SE). A similar, but slightly less 

continuous arrangement, was also evident across the northern part of the site in 

Fields F, K, O, N and R. 

4.2.8 Despite the scale of the network, very little material culture was recovered in 

association with these ditches. Ditch 6103 contained Roman pottery dated between 

AD 43-410, ditch 4302 provided a date of between AD 43-200, and ditch was dated to 

AD 150-410. Additionally, these features were consistently proven to be 

stratigraphically earlier than the ridge and furrow, which is presumably medieval or 
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later in date. It is therefore likely that at least some of these ditches were early Roman 

in date. Furthermore, the regular spatial patterning observed in their distribution, 

with many recorded in parallel alignments, it is not unreasonable to suspect that the 

majority of these ditches were broadly contemporary, perhaps defining a well-

planned division or use of the broader landscape. 

4.2.9 It appears that ridge and furrow earthworks were at one time present across the 

entire site. In many fields these survived was well-defined earthworks that seem 

unlikely to have been subjected to arable ploughing practices that enclosure of the 

open field system. In the remaining fields the backfilled and truncated furrows 

identified in the trenches are all that remains. In Trenches 38, 203 and 204 there was 

evidence that the ridge and furrow had enabled partial preservation of pre-existing 

soil horizons. Additionally, the cobbled surface in Trench 228 further demonstrates 

the limited impact of both the ridge and furrow and more modern ploughing regimes 

in terms of site truncation.  

4.2.10 Despite the proximity of the site to the deserted medieval village of Wretchwick, none 

of the features other than the ridge and furrow can confidently be associated with the 

scheduled monument (excluding the results of Trenches 1-3 and 251).  

4.2.11 Trench 189 revealed a stone and brick-built flue structure with highly vitrified interior 

surfaces. The only dating evidence for this structure is derived from the bricks 

themselves, which are 18th/19th century in date.  

4.3 Interpretation and discussion 

4.3.1 Area 1 revealed both prehistoric and Roman settlement evidence. Area 2 is defined 

by a separate focus of Roman activity and Area 3 is located on a middle Iron Age to 

early Roman settlement.  Although the focus of the Roman activity was concentrated 

in Areas 1 and 2, there is evidence that the wider landscape was exploited during the 

same period through the arrangement of a series of NW-SE-aligned ditches.  

Prehistoric activity  

4.3.2 Overall there is limited evidence on the site for widespread prehistoric activity pre-

dating the middle Iron Age. This is particularly well evidenced by the low quantity of 

worked flint that was recovered during the investigation. However, despite the small 

assemblage, there was a demonstrable concentration of worked flints towards the 

south-west of the site, in Area 1. Much of the material was recovered from secondary 

contexts and it could therefore be determined that these were derived from casual 

losses or their original contexts have been disturbed. However, ditch 22210 provides 

a notable exception due to an assemblage of flints, pottery and charred cereals that 

indicate there was Bronze Age/Iron Age activity in the vicinity. The full extent of this 

activity remains uncertain due to the paucity of contemporary evidence, but it should 

be noted that settlement evidence of this date can be dispersed in nature. It is also 

possible that some of the undated features in the area were broadly contemporary 

with ditch 22210.  
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Iron Age activity  

4.3.3 Within Area 3, the combined results of the geophysical survey and the features 

observed in Trench 186, indicate that there was at least one enclosure of middle Iron 

Age date. Although no internal features were identified in association with this 

enclosure, the quantity of pottery, animal bone and charred grains recovered from 

the ditch are strong indicators that this was adjacent to domestic activities.  

4.3.4 The enclosure to the north-east of Trench 181 and ditch 18203 appear to be late Iron 

Age or Roman in date. Whilst the geophysical survey has correctly identified some of 

these ditches, the results were poorly defined and the full extent of these enclosures 

and their relationships to each other are difficult to determine. On the basis of the 

ceramic evidence and the spatial relationships, it is possible that these remains 

represent a developing enclosure system that may have originated around Trench 186 

in the middle Iron Age. 

Roman activity  

4.3.5 By the end of the 2nd century, activity on the site had shifted towards Areas 1 and 2. 

The various ditches revealed in Area 1 correspond with a rectilinear enclosure system 

identified by the geophysical survey. Very few discrete features or structural materials 

were revealed in this area. However, a reasonable amount of material culture was 

recovered from the vicinity to suggest domestic activity rather than basic stock or 

arable enclosures. It is therefore likely that this focus of activity represents the 

remains of a small farmstead, perhaps focused around the cobbled surface in Trench 

228. 

4.3.6 The ceramic evidence suggests that the Roman remains in Areas 1 and 2 were broadly 

contemporary, yet the relationship between the two sites is unclear. The geophysics 

provides no indication that the two sites were linked, and although there was a 

reasonable density of features in the trenches between the two areas, the assemblage 

of artefacts, specifically from Trenches 170, 204 and 211 suggests a distinctly different 

nature to the activities taking place compared to Area 1.  

4.3.7 Due to the lack of supporting geophysical evidence, the full extent of the Area 2 focus 

is difficult to determine. However, there is a distinct concentration of artefacts in 

Trenches 170, 204 and 211 and the surrounding features were a different character to 

many of the ditches recorded to the north. In particular, the curvilinear ditches in 

Trenches 200 and 206, and the dense array of ditches dispersed throughout the 

southern half of Field U appear to indicate a network of enclosures not specifically 

intended for drainage. Given the concentration of artefacts in Trenches 170 and 204 

the relatively sterile nature of these features would suggest that they were not 

contemporary. Even so, the intensity of activity detected in these trenches alludes to 

a specific area of archaeological interest.  

4.3.8 Although the steep-sided and flat based drainage ditches were generally undated, the 

weight of evidence indicates that the majority of them dated to the late 2nd century 

and were therefore contemporary with the activity in Areas 1 and 2.  Due to the 

relatively sterile nature of these ditches, their precise function remains unclear. 

Typically, a steep sided ditch with a flat base would readily be interpreted as a drainage 
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ditch and for many of these ditches it seems likely that they did serve this purpose. 

Many of the ditches around Trenches 59 and 62 were backfilled relatively quickly after 

excavation and could not have functioned as drainage. Also many of these ditches are 

situated on regular, parallel alignments between 5m and 7m apart. Relatively few of 

the ditches continued from one trench into another, and so these are likely to have 

been relatively small parcels of land, although some general distribution patterns have 

been noted. These ditch arrangements were possibly set within a larger network of 

drainage ditches and field boundaries. 

4.3.9 Similar parallel arrangements of ditches are known from a number of sites including 

Cokenach (OAE 2009), Fen Drayton (Mortimer 1995) and Eye Quarry (Patten 2004). 

The length of the ditches tends to vary, even on the same site, but they are typically 

steep sided with a flat base located at intervals of between 3.5m and 8m apart. Few 

examples have been securely dated due to a lack of artefactual evidence; 

consequently, they are more commonly dated by association based on their relative 

position within larger field systems. Nevertheless, they tend to be dated to between 

the late Iron Age and Roman periods. The general consensus is that they were ‘lazy 

beds’, excavated for horticultural purposes. Without associated environmental 

evidence to provide further understanding it is not possible to determine the types of 

plants being grown, but in the case of Wollaston (Brown et al. 2001) associated pollen 

provided very strong evidence that they related to viticulture. 

4.3.10 Regardless of the specific type of regime, the scale of this network indicates that there 

was an organised programme of land management and improvement. This was 

probably undertaken during the 1st and 2nd centuries and may be contemporary with 

the two areas of Roman settlement/activity in the south of the site. By the second half 

of the 3rd century it appears that Roman activity on the site had ceased. 

4.3.11 The undated pits containing charred plant material in Trenches 24 and 41 are notable 

given the low number of discrete features encountered in the north of the site, let 

alone ones containing definitive evidence of human activity. However, neither of the 

pits contained anything other than charcoal and so they do not suggest associations 

with domestic activities or agricultural processing. 

4.3.12 The large ditch 22203 was also undated. The geophysical survey results suggest that 

this was part of the same system of enclosure ditches that form the focus of Roman 

settlement in Area 1. However, if this ditch was contemporary with the Roman activity, 

it is remarkable that no Roman artefacts were recovered from it. It is unlikely 

therefore, that it formed part of the Roman enclosure system in Area 1 and most likely 

belongs to a separate phase of activity. It is also interesting to note that this ditch is 

unique on the site in terms of its scale. Perhaps due to its ephemeral appearance it 

was not detected in the adjacent trenches, but it is more likely that it forms part of a 

small enclosure rather than a larger landscape feature.  

4.3.13 Overall, the topography of the site appears to have played a role in determining the 

land use and settlement patterns. When looking at the three main areas of significant 

archaeology in relation to LiDAR survey data of the site it becomes apparent that these 

foci were placed on the slightly higher ground or at the edge of the more marginal 

land to the north (Fig. 46). Although the change in topography is relatively 
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imperceptible whilst on the ground, Areas 1 and 2 are approximately 1.5-2.5m higher 

than the lower elevations within the northern extent of the site, whereas Area 3 is 

approximately 3m higher. It is therefore reasonable to assume that seasonal flooding 

would have played some role in determining areas of settlement and related activities. 

It also seems reasonable to assume that the reason such little prehistoric activity was 

detected in the northern half of the site is because this pre-dated the drainage and 

land improvement.  

Brick kiln in Trench 189  

4.3.14 Although only a small portion of the brick structure in Trench 189 was exposed, the 

brick backfill and evidence of firing would indicate that this was a brick kiln. The 

rectangular form is most similar to that of a Suffolk-type which is stoked from the end 

of the structure, as opposed to a Scotch Kiln which has stoke-holes along the sides. 

Similar examples have been excavated at Wormingford Lodge, Essex (White and 

Marriot 2014) and Euston Estate, Suffolk (SCCAS 2015). Typically, Suffolk kilns are built 

into a hillside, with much of the firing chamber set below ground, to help preserve the 

heat, but that that does not appear to be the case in this example as the topography 

is relatively level. Kilns of this type are known to have been in use from the 16th-19th 

centuries, but the bricks used in this example are more likely to be 18th or 19th 

century in date. A brick and tile works is known to have been opened on nearby 

Blackthorn Hill in 1819 and was in use until the second world war. It is therefore 

possible that kiln in Trench 189 was a product of this enterprise, or perhaps an earlier 

precursor designed for more small scale local use. Either way, there is no indication of 

the kiln on 1st edition Ordnance survey map and so it must have ceased functioning 

before 1885. 

4.3.15 It is likely that further structures associated with the manufacturing process are 

located within the vicinity of Trench 189. Although none were identified during the 

evaluation, the geophysical survey results do show a large sub-rectangular anomaly in 

the southern corner of Field S (Fig. 47). This may represent a second kiln structure or 

another associated structure. Perhaps more likely, this represents a backfilled 

extraction pit associated with the excavated kiln structure. It was noticeable on site 

that a distinct hollow was present in the southern corner of this field corresponding 

to the anomaly. 
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY 

 

Trench 4 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.26 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

400 Layer - 0.09 Topsoil -  - 

401 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil -  - 

402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 5 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contained one NNW/SSE gully. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.19 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

500 Layer - 0.14 Topsoil - - 

501 Layer  - 0.05 Subsoil - - 

502 Cut 0.56 0.22 Ditch - - 

503 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 502, yellowish mid 

grey, sandy clay loam. 

- - 

504 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 6 

General description Orientation NNW-

SSE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.23 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

600 Layer - 0.13 Topsoil -  - 

601 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil - - 

602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 8 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

800 Layer - 0.10 Topsoil -  - 

801 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 9 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

900 Layer - 0.36 Topsoil -  - 

901 Layer  - 0.09 Subsoil -  - 

902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

903 Cut 0.5 0.14 Ditch - - 

904 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 903, medium greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

Pottery 43-410 

 

Trench 10 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1000 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

1001 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil -  - 

1002 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 7 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.23 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

700 Layer - 0.07 Topsoil -  - 

701 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil -  - 

702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 11 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contained one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.43 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1100 Layer - 0.23 Topsoil -  - 

1101 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

1102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

1103 Cut 0.90 0.08 Cut - - 

1104 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 1103, light grey 

yellow, sandy clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 12 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1200 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

1201 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

1202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 13 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two parallel ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1300 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

1301 Layer  - 0.19 Subsoil Flint - 

1302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

1303 Cut 0.89 0.45 Ditch - - 

1304 Fill - 0.45 Fill of 1303, mid grey 

mottled with medium 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

1305 Cut 0.40 0.21 Ditch - - 

1306 Fill - 0.21 Fill of 1305, mid grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 
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Trench 14 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contained two ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1400 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil -  - 

1401 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil -  - 

1402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

1403 Cut 1.50 0.50 Ditch - - 

1404 Fill - 0.50 Fill of 1404, light blue grey 

mottled with yellow, sandy 

clay. 

- - 

1405 Cut 0.50 0.40 Ditch - - 

1406 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 1405, mid grey brown 

mottled with yellow, sandy 

clay. 

- - 

1407 Layer - 0.10 Variation in the natural. - - 

 

Trench 15 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1500 Layer - 0.23 Topsoil -  - 

1501 Layer  - 0.07 Subsoil -  - 

1502 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

1503 Cut 1.20 0.36 Ditch - - 

1504 Fill - 0.36 Fill of 1503, medium grey 

mottled with brown, silty 

clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 16 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches and one gully, which was 

unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1600 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

1601 Layer  - 0.35 Subsoil -  - 

1602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

1603 Cut 0.78 0.35 Ditch - - 
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1604 Fill - 0.21 Fill of 1603, mid grey 

mottled with yellow, silty 

clay. 

- - 

1605 Cut 1.07 0.43 Ditch - - 

1606 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 1605, mid grey with 

yellow mottling, silty clay. 

- - 

1607 Cut 1.30 0.50 Ditch - - 

1608 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 1607, brownish yellow 

with grey mottling, silty clay. 

- - 

1609 Cut 0.20 - Gully (unexcavated) - - 

1610 Fill - - Fill of 1609, brown clayey silt 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

1611 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 1603, dark greyish 

brown, clayey silt. 

- - 

1612 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 1605, dark brownish 

grey with yellowish brown 

mottling, clayey silt. 

- - 

1613 Fill - 0.34 Fill of 1607, mid grey with 

brownish yellow mottling, 

clayey silt. 

  

 

Trench 17 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two large ditches, one of which was unexcavated 

and a smaller gully. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.36 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1700 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

1701 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil -  - 

1702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

1703 Cut 0.95 0.25 Ditch - - 

1704 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 1704, dark greyish 

brown with yellowish red 

mottling, clayey silt. 

- - 

1705 Cut 0.60 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

1706 Fill - - Fill of 1706, dark brownish 

grey with red mottling 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

1707 Cut 0.50 0.30 Ditch - - 

1708 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 1707, mid bluish grey, 

clay. 

- - 
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Trench 18 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one unexcavated ditch. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.43 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1800 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

1801 Layer  - 0.23 Subsoil -  - 

1802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

1803 Cut 0.30 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

1804 Fill - - Fill of 1804, dark brown 

grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 19 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.37 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1900 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

1901 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil -  - 

1902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 20 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2001 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

2002 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil -  - 

2003 Cut 0.68 0.16 Ditch - - 

2004 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 2004, yellowish grey, 

clay. 

Pottery LIA/ 

43-100  

2005 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 2004, mid yellowish 

grey, clay. 

- - 

2006 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 21 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2100 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

2101 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil -  - 

2102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 22 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2200 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

2201 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

2202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

 

Trench 23 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2300 Layer - 0.15 Topsoil -  - 

2301 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

2302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

2303 Cut 1.10 0.30 Ditch - - 

2304 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 2303, mottled yellow 

dark clay, silty clay. 

- - 

2305 Cut 0.40 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

2306 Fill - - Fill of 2305, mottled yellow 

dark clay, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 
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Trench 24 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one large pit and one unexcavated ditch terminus. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2400 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil -  - 

2401 Layer  - 0.36 Subsoil -  - 

2402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

2403 Cut 1.57 0.26 Pit - - 

2404 Fill - 0.26 Fill of 2403, mid reddish 

brown, silty clay. 

Fired clay - 

2405 Fill - 0.10 Fill of 2405, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

Fired clay - 

2406 Cut 0.45 - Ditch terminus 

(unexcavated) 

- - 

2407 Fill - - Fill of 2406, light greyish 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

  

 

Trench 25 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench contains one pit. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2500 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

2501 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil -  - 

2502 Layer - - Natural  Flint - 

2503 Cut 1.38 0.10 Pit - - 

2504 Fill - 0.10 Fill of 2503, medium grey, 

silty clay. 

Pottery 120-

200 

 

Trench 26 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2600 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

2601 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

2602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 27 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2700 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

2701 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

2702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

2703 Cut 0.84 0.30 Ditch - - 

2704 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 2703, dark blue grey, 

silty clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 28 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2800 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil -  - 

2801 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

2802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 29 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2900 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

2901 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

2902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 30 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3000 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

3001 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

3002 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 31 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3100 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil -  - 

3101 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil -  - 

3102 Cut 0.86 0.48 Ditch - - 

3103 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 3102, dark yellowish 

grey, clayey silt. 

- - 

3104 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 3102, mid greyish 

yellow, clayey sand. 

- - 

3105 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 32 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3200 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

3201 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

3202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 33 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one pit and one ditch. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3300 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

3301 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil -  - 

3302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

3303 Cut 0.61 0.32 Ditch - - 

3304 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 3304, mottled yellow 

dark grey. 

- - 

3305 Cut 0.55 0.12 Pit - - 

3306 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 3305, mottled yellow 

dark grey, silty clay. 

- - 
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Trench 34 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3400 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

3401 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

3402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

3403 Cut 0.90 0.35 Ditch - - 

3404 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 3403, mottled yellow 

dark grey, silty clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 35 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3500 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

3501 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

3502 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

3503 Cut 0.50 0.27 Ditch - - 

3504 Fill - 0.27 Fill of 3503, mottled yellow 

dark grey, silty clay. 

- - 

3505 Cut 0.97 0.34 Ditch - - 

3506 Fill - 0.34 Fill of 3505, mottled yellow 

dark grey, silty clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 36 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains four ditches, two of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3600 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

3601 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil -  - 

3602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

3603 Cut 0.78 0.38 Ditch - - 

3604 Fill - 0.38 Fill of 3603, mottled yellow 

dark grey, silty clay. 

- - 

3605 Cut 0.81 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 
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3606 Fill - - Fill of 3605, mottled yellow 

dark grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

3607 Cut 0.69 0.30 Ditch - - 

3608 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 3608, mottled yellow 

dark grey, silty clay loam. 

- - 

3609 Cut 0.28 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

3610 Fill - - Fill of 3609, mottled yellow 

dark grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

  

 

Trench 37 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.33 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3700 Layer - 0.10 Topsoil -  - 

3701 Layer  - 0.23 Subsoil -  - 

3702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 38 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a buried soil layer that seals the natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3800 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

3801 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

3802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

3803 Cut 0.56 0.33 Ditch - - 

3804 Fill - 0.33 Fill of 3803, dark yellowish 

brown with grey mottling, 

silty clay. 

Burnt clay - 

3805 Cut 0.75 0.38 Ditch - - 

3806 Fill - 0.38 Fill of 3805, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

3807 Cut 1.10m 0.32 Ditch - - 

3808 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 3807, dark reddish 

brown with patches of dark 

and light grey, silty clay. 

- - 

3809 Fill  - 0.25 Fill of 3803, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

3810 Layer - 0.12 Buried soil layer   
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Trench 39 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

3900 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

3901 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

3902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

3903 Cut 0.62 0.25 Ditch - - 

3904 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 3904, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

3905 Cut 0.62 0.20 Ditch - - 

3906 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 3905, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

3907 Cut 0.55 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

3908 Fill - - Fill of 3907, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 40 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4000 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

4001 Layer  - 0.26 Subsoil -  - 

4002 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

4003 Cut 0.80 0.30 Ditch - - 

4004 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 4004, dark grey with 

yellow mottling, silty clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 41 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two pits, one unexcavated, and six ditches, four of 

which were unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4100 Layer - 0.38 Topsoil -  - 

4101 Layer  - 0.12 Subsoil -  - 

4102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

4103 Cut 0.69 0.24 Pit - - 
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4104 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 4103, medium grey 

brown mottled with red 

brown. 

- - 

4105 Cut 1.26 0.20 Ditch - - 

4106 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 4105, medium red 

brown and dark greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

Burnt clay - 

4107 Cut 1.32 0.46 Ditch - - 

4108 Fill - 0.46 Fill of 4107, medium grey 

mottled with red brown, 

silty clay. 

- - 

4109 Cut 0.74 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

4110 Fill - - Fill of 4109, mid grey, silty 

clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

4111 Cut 0.39 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

4112 Fill - - Fill of 4111, mid grey with 

lenses of dark grey, silty clay, 

(unexcavated) 

- - 

4113 Cut 1.06 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

4114 Fill - - Fill of 4113, mid grey with 

lenses of dark grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

  

4115 Cut 1.77 - Pit - - 

4116 Fill - - Fill of 4115, mid grey with 

lenses of dark grey 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

4117 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 4106, mid to light 

yellow brown, clay 

- - 

 

Trench 42 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one ditch and one ditch terminus. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4200 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

4201 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

4202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

4203 Cut 0.80 0.35 Ditch - - 

4204 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 4203, dark brown 

grey, sandy clay. 

- - 

4205 Cut 0.80 0.24 Ditch terminus - - 

4206 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 4205, dark brown 

grey, sandy clay. 

- - 
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Trench 43 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4300 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

4301 Layer  - 0.26 Subsoil -  - 

4302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

4303 Cut 1 0.40 Ditch - - 

4304 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 4303, light yellow 

grey, silty clay. 

Pottery 43-200 

 

Trench 44 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contained one ditch and one natural feature as 

determined through excavation. Comprised of topsoil and subsoil 

over a natural of sandy clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.61 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4400 Layer - 0.15 Topsoil -  - 

4401 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

4402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

4403 Cut 1.7 0.31 Ditch - - 

4404 Fill  - 0.31 Fill of 4403, a firm dark 

greyish blue with yellow 

mottling, silty clay 

- - 

4405 Cut  1.1 0.24 Natural feature - - 

4406 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 4405, a firm dark 

blueish grey, silty clay 

- - 

4407 Cut 0.7 0.37 Ditch   

4408 Fill - 0.37 Fill of 4407, mottled yellow 

grey, silty clay 

  

 

Trench 45 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4500 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

4501 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

4502 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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Trench 46 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained at least two ditches, one confirmed by 

excavation. An additional three ditches were also present but not 

excavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4600 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

4601 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

4602 Cut 0.9 0.38 Ditch - - 

4603 Fill - 0.38 Fill of 4602, a firm orangey 

brown, silty clay 

- - 

4604 Cut 0.36 0.12 Pit - - 

4605 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 4604, dark greyish 

black, silty clay 

- - 

4606 Cut 0.85 0.48 Ditch - - 

4607 Fill - 0.48 Fill of 4606, a firm, orangey 

brown with grey mottling, 

silty clay 

- - 

4608 Cut 0.9 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

4609 Fill - - Fill of 4608 (unexcavated), 

firm orangey brown silty 

clay 

- - 

4610 Cut 0.84 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

4611 Fill - - Fill of 4610 (unexcavated), 

firm orangey brown silty 

clay 

- - 

4612 Cut 0.43 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

4613 Fill - - Fill of 4612 (unexcavated), 

firm orangey brown silty 

clay 

- - 

4614 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 47 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4700 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

4701 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

4702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

4703 Cut 0.59 0.24 Ditch - - 

4704 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 4703, a firm, mid 

greyish brown mottled 

- - 
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with orangey brown, silty 

clay 

 

Trench 48 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology, a furrow present at the NW end of 

the trench. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.34 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4800 Layer - 0.14 Topsoil - - 

4801 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

4802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

4803 Cut - - Furrow - - 

 

Trench 49 

General description Orientation SE-NE 

Contained one ditch which was excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.25 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4900 Layer - 0.09 Topsoil - - 

4901 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil - - 

4902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

4903 Cut 0.48 0.2 Ditch - - 

4904 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 4903, a firm mid 

grey, silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 50 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained a single ditch, confirmed by excavation. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.32 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5000 Layer - 0.14 Topsoil - - 

5001 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

5002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

5003 Cut 0.96 0.24 Ditch - - 

5004 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 5003, a firm mid 

grey, silty clay 

- - 
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Trench 51 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained a single ditch, which was excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.43 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5100 Layer - 0.32 Topsoil - - 

5101 Layer  - 0.11 Subsoil - - 

5102 Layer - - Natural  - - 

5103 Cut 0.72 0.43 Ditch - - 

5104 Fill - 0.43 Fill of 5103, a firm greyish 

brown with orangey brown 

mottling, silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 52 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained a single ditch, confirmed by excavation. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5200 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

5201 Layer  - 0.29 Subsoil - - 

5202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

5203 Cut 0.75 0.28 Ditch - - 

5204 Fill - 0.21 Fill of 5203, firm greyish 

brown mottled with dark 

orangey brown, silty clay 

- - 

5205 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 5203, firm orangey 

brown, silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 53 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch which was excavated and one ditch that was 

not. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of 

silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.3 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5300 Layer - 0.12 Topsoil - - 

5301 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

5302 Layer - - Natural  - - 

5303 Cut  0.74 0.28 Ditch - - 

5304 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 5304, firm mid grey, 

clay 

- - 

5305 Fill - 0.11 Fill of 5304, firm mid grey, 

clay 

- - 
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5306 Cut 0.46 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

5307 Fill - - Fill of 5306, grey silty clay - - 

 

Trench 54 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5400 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

5401 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

5402 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 55 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.48 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5500 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil - - 

5501 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

5502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

5503 Cut 1.06 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

5504 Fill - - Fill of 5503 (unexcavated), 

firm brownish grey, silty 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 56 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5600 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil - - 

5601 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil Flint - 

5602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 57 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch which was excavated and one unexcavated 

ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of 

silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5700 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil - - 



  
 

Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire    2 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 61 18 December 2017 

 

5701 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

5702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

5703 Cut 0.47 0.24 Ditch - - 

5704 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 5703, firm brownish 

grey, silty clay 

- - 

5705 Cut 0.76 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

5706 Fill - - Fill of 5705 (unexcavated), 

firm brownish grey, silty 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 58 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one excavated ditch and one unexcavated ditch. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.3 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5800 Layer - 0.12 Topsoil - - 

5801 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

5802 Cut 0.65 0.32 Ditch  - - 

5803 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 5802, a compact 

mottled yellow and dark 

grey. Silty clay 

- - 

5804 Cut 0.8 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

5805 Fill - - Fill of 5804 (unexcavated) - - 

5806 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 59 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Consists of three ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

5900 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil - - 

5901 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

5902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

5903 Cut 0.65 0.4 Ditch - - 

5904 Fill - 0.4 Fill of 5903, firm dark blue 

grey, silty clay 

- - 

5905 Cut 0.8 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

5906 Fill - - Fill of 5905 (unexcavated), 

firm dark bluish grey, silty 

clay 

- - 

5907 Cut 0.7 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

5908 Fill - - Fill of 5907 (unexcavated), 

firm dark bluish grey, silty 

clay 

- - 
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Trench 60 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Consisted of one pit and one ditch which were both excavated 

and one ditch which was not excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6000 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil - - 

6001 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

6002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

6003 Cut 0.6 0.38 Pit? - - 

6004 Fill - 0.38 Fill of 6003, firm dark grey 

mottled with yellowish 

brown, silty clay 

- - 

6005 Cut  1.44 0.18 Ditch - - 

6006 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 6005, firm dark 

yellowish brown, silty clay 

- - 

6007 Cut 0.37 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6008 Fill - - Fill of 6007 (unexcavated), 

dark grey, silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 61 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained two ditches confirmed by excavation. An additional 

three ditches and one pit were present but remained 

unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.29 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6100 Layer - 0.13 Topsoil - - 

6101 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil - - 

6102 Layer - - Natural  - - 

6103 Cut 0.48 0.15 Ditch - - 

6104 Fill - 0.15 Fill or 6103, firm dark 

greyish brown, silty clay 

Pottery 43-410 

6105 Cut 1.2 0.25 Ditch - - 

6106 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 6105, firm orangey 

brown mottled with 

greyish brown, silty clay 

- - 

6107 Cut 0.4 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6108 Fill - - Fill of 6107 (unexcavated), 

dark greyish brown, silty 

clay 

- - 

6109 Cut 0.77 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6110 Fill - - Fill of 6109, mid greyish 

brown, silty clay 

- - 

6111 Cut 1 - Pit (unexcavated) - - 
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6112 Fill - - Fill of 6111 (unexcavated), 

greyish brown, silty clay 

- - 

6113 Cut 2 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6114 Fill - - Fill of 6113 (unexcavated), 

dark greyish brown, silty 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 62 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Consisted of five trenches, two of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6200 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

6201 Layer  - 0.35 Subsoil - - 

6202 Layer - - Natural - - 

6203 Cut 0.68 0.22 Ditch - - 

6204 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 6203, firm dark 

greyish brown mottled 

light yellowish brown, silty 

clay 

- - 

6205 Cut 0.74 0.22 Ditch - - 

6206 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 6205, firm dark 

greyish brown mottled 

light yellowish brown, silty 

clay 

- - 

6207 Cut 0.63 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6208 Fill - - Fill of 6207 (unexcavated), 

firm dark brown mottled 

light yellowish brown, silty 

clay  

- - 

6209 Cut 0.78 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6210 Fill - - Fill of 6209 (unexcavated), 

brown silty clay 

- - 

6211 Cut 1.2 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6212 Fill - - Fill of 6211 (unexcavated), 

dark greyish brown, silty 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 63 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained five ditches, two of which were excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6300 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

6301 Layer  - 0.3 Subsoil - - 
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6302 Layer - - Natural  - - 

6303 Cut 0.9 0.18 Ditch - - 

6304 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 6303, firm dark grey 

mottled light yellowish 

brown, silty clay 

- - 

6305 Cut 0.2 0.12 Ditch - - 

6306 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 6305, firm dark grey 

silty clay 

- - 

6307 Cut 0.64 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6308 Fill - - Fill of 6307 (unexcavated), 

dark grey mottled light 

yellowish brown, silty clay 

- - 

6309 Cut 0.62 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6310 Fill - - Fill of 6309 (unexcavated), 

dark grey silty clay 

- - 

6311 Cut 0.26 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6312 Fill - - Fill of 6311 (unexcavated), 

dark grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 64 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained two ditches and one furrow, all were confirmed by 

excavation. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.36 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6400 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

6401 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil - - 

6402 Layer - - Natural  - - 

6403 Cut 1.35 0.1 Ditch - - 

6404 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 6403, firm greenish 

brown, silty clay 

- - 

6405 Cut 0.3 0.11 Ditch - - 

6406 Fill - 0.11 Fill of 6405, firm light 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

6407 Cut 0.7 0.13 Ditch - - 

6408 Fill - 0.13 Fill of 6407, firm reddish 

brown silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 65 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained two ditches, one was excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6500 Layer - 0.1 Topsoil - - 

6501 Layer  - 0.3 Subsoil - - 
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6502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

6503 Cut 0.6 0.2 Ditch - - 

6504 Fill - 0.2 Fill of ditch 6503, firm light 

yellowish grey, silty clay 

- - 

6505 Cut 0.25 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6506 Fill - - Fill of 6505 (unexcavated), 

dark brownish grey silty 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 66 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.3 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6600 Layer - 0.1 Topsoil - - 

6601 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

6602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 67 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6700 Layer - 0.38 Topsoil - - 

6701 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil - - 

6702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

6703 Cut 2.04 0.62 Ditch - - 

6704 Fill - 0.62 Fill of 6703, firm brownish 

grey, silty clay 

Pottery 43-410 

 

Trench 68 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained four ditches, two of which were excavated, one gully 

and one posthole. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6800 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil - - 

6801 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

6802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

6803 Cut 1.03 0.48 Ditch - - 

6804 Fill - 0.48 Fill of 6803, firm mottled 

orangey and bluish grey, 

silty clay 

Pottery 120-150 
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6805 Cut 0.64 0.15 Ditch - - 

6806 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 6805, firm dark 

brownish grey, silty clay 

- - 

6807 Cut 0.26 - Gully (unexcavated) - - 

6808 Fill - - Fill of 6807 (unexcavated), 

firm dark greyish brown, 

silty clay 

Pottery 150-400 

6809 Cut 0.35 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6810 Fill - - Fill of 6809 (unexcavated), 

mid grey silty clay 

- - 

6811 Cut 0.23 - Posthole (unexcavated) - - 

6812 Fill - - Fill of 6811 (unexcavated), 

mid to dark grey silty clay 

- - 

6813 Cut 1.05 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6814 Fill - - Fill of 6813 (unexcavated), 

dark grey silty clay 

- - 

6815 Cut 0.7 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

6816 Fill - - Fill of 6815, mid orangey 

grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 69 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained two ditches and one pit which were all excavated. 

Additionally, it contained two gullies and two pits which 

remained unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.47 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

6900 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

6901 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil Pottery 150-400 

6902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

6903 Cut 1.72 0.48 Ditch - - 

6904 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 6903, soft brownish 

yellow clay 

Pottery  200-410 

6905 Fill - 0.48 Fill of 6903, soft dark 

brownish grey, silty clay 

- - 

6906 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 6903, soft greyish 

yellow clay 

- - 

6907 Cut 0.38 0.1 Pit - - 

6908 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 6908, soft mid 

greyish brown clay 

Pottery  100-410 

6909 Cut 0.4 0.1 Ditch - - 

6910 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 6909, hard mid 

brownish grey clay 

- - 

6911 Cut  - Gully (unexcavated) - - 

6912 Fill - - Fill of 6911 (unexcavated), 

yellowish grey clay 

- - 

6913 Cut  - Gully (unexcavated) - - 
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6914 Fill - - Fill of 6913 (unexcavated), 

grey clay 

- - 

6915 Cut  - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

6916 Fill - - Fill of 6915 (unexcavated), 

grey clay 

- - 

6917 Cut  - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

6918 Fill - - Fill of 6917 (unexcavated), 

light to mid brown clay 

- - 

6919 Cut 1.42 - Ditch (unexcavated)   

6920 Fill - - Fill of 6919, reddish brown, 

silty clay 

  

6921 Cut 0.45 - Ditch (unexcavated)   

6922 Fill - - Fill of 6921, hard mid 

brownish grey clay 

  

6923 Cut 0.4 - Ditch (unexcavated)   

6924 Fill - - Fill of 6924, hard mid 

brownish grey clay 

  

 

Trench 70 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained two ditches and one pit which were confirmed by 

excavation, it also contained two ditches and a posthole that 

were left unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7000 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

7001 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

7002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

7003 Cut 1 0.1 Ditch - - 

7004 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 7003, firm light 

brownish grey with 

patches of orangey yellow, 

silty clay 

Pottery  43-410 

7005 Cut 0.7 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

7006 Fill - - Fill of 7005 (unexcavated), 

dark grey silty clay 

- - 

7007 Cut 1.3 0.12 Pit - - 

7008 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 7007, firm light 

brownish grey with 

patches of orangey yellow, 

silty clay 

- - 

7009 Cut 0.9 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

7010 Fill - - Fill of 7009 (unexcavated), 

dark grey silty clay 

Pottery  43-410 

7011 Cut 0.4 - Posthole (unexcavated) - - 

7012 Fill - - Fill of 7011 (unexcavated), 

mid grey silty clay, 

charcoal flecks 

- - 
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7013 Cut 0.6 0.16 Ditch - - 

7014 Fill - 0.16 Fill of 7013, firm light 

brownish grey with 

patches of orangey yellow, 

silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 71 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained a single ditch which was excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7100 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil - - 

7101 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

7102 Layer - - Natural  - - 

7103 Cut 0.97 0.3 Ditch   

7104 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 7103, firm mid 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 72 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained three ditches, two of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.28 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7200 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil - - 

7201 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 

7202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

7203 Cut 0.5 0.14 Ditch - - 

7204 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 7203, firm mid grey 

clay 

Pottery Post-

medieval 

7205 Cut 0.76 0.42 Ditch - - 

7206 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 7205, firm mid grey 

silty clay 

- - 

7207 Fill - 0.16 Fill of 7205, firm mottled 

yellow and mid grey clay 

- - 

7208 Cut 0.66 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

7209 Fill - - Fill of 7208 (unexcavated), 

firm mid grey clay 

- - 
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Trench 73 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one ditch, one posthole and one treehole which were 

all excavated, it also contained one ditch and one posthole which 

were not excavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.37 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7300 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil - - 

7301 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

7302 Layer - - Natural  Flint - 

7303 Cut 0.33 0.13 Posthole - - 

7304 Fill - 0.13 Fill of 7303, firm dark 

brownish grey, silty clay 

- - 

7305 Cut 0.44 0.32 Ditch - - 

7306 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 7305, firm mid grey 

clay 

- - 

7307 Cut 0.94 0.24 Treehole - - 

7308 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 7307, firm mottled 

yellow and grey clay 

Pottery  43-410 

7309 Cut 0.25 - Posthole (unexcavated) - - 

7310 Fill - - Fill of 7309, firm dark 

greyish brown silty clay 

- - 

7311 Cut 0.45 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

7312 Fill - - Fill of 7311, firm dark 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 74 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.27 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7400 Layer - 0.12 Topsoil - - 

7401 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

7402 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 75 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained three ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.3 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7500 Layer - 0.12 Topsoil - - 

7501 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 
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7502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

7503 Cut 0.25 0.15 Ditch - - 

7504 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 7503, firm light grey 

clayey silt 

- - 

7505 Cut 0.28 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

7506 Cut 0.35 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

7507 Fill - - Fill of 7505 (unexcavated), 

grey clayey silt 

- - 

7508 Fill - - Fill of 7506 (unexcavated), 

mid greyish brown silty 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 76 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one ditch which was excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7600 Layer - 0.35 Topsoil - - 

7601 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

7602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

7603 Cut 0.45 0.13 Ditch - - 

7604 Fill - 0.13 Fill of 7603, firm dark grey 

silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 77 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained two ditches one of which was excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7700 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

7701 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

7702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

7703 Cut 0.6 0.36 Ditch - - 

7704 Fill - 0.16 Fill of 7703, firm light 

greyish yellow silty clay 

- - 

7705 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 7703, firm dark grey 

clayey silt 

- - 

7706 Cut 0.5 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

7707 Fill - - Fill of 7706 (unexcavated), 

light yellowish grey silty 

clay 

- - 
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Trench 78 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one gully which was excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7800 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

7801 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

7802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

7803 Cut 0.3 0.23 Gully - - 

7804 Fill - 0.23 Fill of 7803, firm light 

yellowish grey clayey silt 

- - 

 

Trench 79 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

7900 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil - - 

7901 Layer  - 0.24 Subsoil - - 

7902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 80 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8000 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

8001 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

8002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 81 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch which was confirmed by excavation. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.38 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8100 Layer - 0.17 Topsoil - - 

8101 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

8102 Cut 0.91 0.33 Ditch  - - 
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8103 Fill - 0.23 Fill of 8102, compact dark 

brownish grey with yellow 

mottling silty clay 

- - 

8104 Fill - 0.26 Fill of 8102, compact light 

yellowish brown silty clay 

- - 

8105 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 82 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained three ditches, one was excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.26 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8200 Layer - 0.12 Topsoil - - 

8201 Layer  - 0.24 Subsoil - - 

8202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

8203 Cut 0.7 0.3 Ditch - - 

8204 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 8203, grey with 

some yellow patches, silty 

clay 

- - 

8205 Cut 0.6 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

8206 Cut 0.54 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

8207 Fill - - Fill of 8205, grey with 

some yellow patches, silty 

clay 

- - 

8208 Fill - - Fill of 8206, grey with 

some yellow patches, silty 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 83 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch which was excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8300 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - - 

8301 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil - - 

8302 Cut 1.41 0.58 Ditch - - 

8303 Fill - 0.49 Fill of 8302, compact dark 

grey with yellow mottling 

silty clay 

- - 

8304 Fill - 0.41 Fill of 8302, compact dark 

grey silty clay 

- - 

8305 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

  



  
 

Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire    2 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 73 18 December 2017 

 

 

Trench 84 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained three ditches, two of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.53 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8400 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - - 

8401 Layer  - 0.29 Subsoil - - 

8402 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 8403, firm mid 

brownish grey with flecks 

of orangey yellow 

- - 

8403 Cut 0.4 0.15 Ditch - - 

8404 Fill - 0.26 Fill of 8405, firm brownish 

grey silty clay 

- - 

8405 Cut 0.66 0.26 Ditch - - 

8406 Fill - - Fill of 8407 (unexcavated), 

brownish grey with 

orangey yellow flecks, silty 

clay 

- - 

8407 Cut 0.66 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

8408 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 85 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained two ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8500 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil - - 

8501 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

8502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

8503 Cut 0.69 0.22 Ditch - - 

8504 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 8503, firm greyish 

brown silty clay 

- - 

8505 Cut  - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

8506 Fill - - Fill of 8505 (unexcavated), 

firm 

- - 
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Trench 86 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one ditch, which was excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8600 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

8601 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

8602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

8603 Cut 0.44 0.12 Ditch - - 

8604 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 8603, firm light 

greyish brown, silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 87 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained four ditches, two of which were excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8701 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

8702 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

8703 Cut 0.6 0.18 Ditch  - - 

8704 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 8703, firm bluish 

grey sandy clay 

- - 

8705 Cut 0.47 0.16 Ditch - - 

8706 Fill - 0.16 Fill of 8705, firm bluish 

grey mottled with greyish 

brown, sandy clay 

- - 

8707 Cut 0.8 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

8708 Fill - - Fill of 8707 (unexcavated), 

firm brownish grey sandy 

clay 

- - 

8709 Cut 0.65 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

8710 Fill - - Fill of 8709 (unexcavated), 

firm brownish grey sandy 

clay 

- - 

8711 Natural - - Natural - - 
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Trench 88 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained two ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy silt. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8800 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

8801 Layer  - 0.28 Subsoil - - 

8802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

8803 Cut 0.57 0.21 Ditch - - 

8804 Fill - 0.21 Fill of 8803, firm greyish 

brown silty clay 

- - 

8805 Cut 0.47 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

8806 Fill - - Fill of 8805, greyish 

orangey brown silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 89 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contains one ditch which was excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.44 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

8900 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

8901 Layer  - 0.24 Subsoil - - 

8902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

8903 Cut 0.6 0.27 Ditch - - 

8904 Fill - 0.27 Fill of 8903, firm brownish 

grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 90 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained two ditches, one was excavated and one was not. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9000 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

9001 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

9002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

9003 Cut 0.45 0.17 Ditch - - 

9004 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 9003, firm dark grey 

silty clay 

- - 

9005 Cut 0.3 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

9006 Fill - - Fill of 9005 (unexcavated), 

dark grey silty clay 

- - 
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Trench 91 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9100 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

9101 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

9102 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 92 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained a single unexcavated ditch. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9200 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil - - 

9201 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

9202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

9203 Cut 0.6 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

9204 Fill - - Fill of 9203 (unexcavated), 

firm dark brownish grey 

silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 93 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one excavated ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9300 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

9301 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil - - 

9302 Layer - - Natural  - - 

9303 Cut 0.68 0.32 Ditch - - 

9304 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 9303, firm grey 

mottled orangey brown 

silty clay 

- - 
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Trench 94 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of sandy clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9400 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil - - 

9401 Layer  - 0.24 Subsoil - - 

9402 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 95 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch and one natural feature, both of which were 

excavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.32 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9500 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil - - 

9501 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil - - 

9502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

9503 Cut 0.64 0.18 Ditch - - 

9504 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 9503, firm mid to 

dark grey clay 

- - 

9505 Cut 1.8 0.4 Treehole - - 

9506 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 9505, firm light to 

mid grey and mottled light 

yellow, clay 

- - 

9507 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 9505, firm mid to 

dark grey with occasional 

yellow specks, clay 

- - 

 

Trench 96 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained four ditches, three of the ditches were confirmed by 

excavation. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9600 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil - - 

9601 Layer  - 0.34 Subsoil - - 

9602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

9603 Cut 0.8 0.35 Ditch - - 

9604 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 9603, firm grey 

mottled with yellowish 

brown silty clay 

- - 

9605 Cut 1.15 0.5 Ditch - - 
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9606 Fill - 0.5 Fill of 9605, firm pale 

greyish orangey brown 

silty clay 

- - 

9607 Cut 0.35 0.08 Ditch - - 

9608 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 9607, firm dark grey 

silty clay 

- - 

9609 Cut 0.32 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

9610 Fill - - Fill of 9609 (unexcavated), 

greenish grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 97 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch which was not excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9700 Layer - 0.36 Topsoil - - 

9701 Layer  - 0.13 Subsoil - - 

9702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

9703 Cut 0.8 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

9704 Fill - - Fill of 9703 (unexcavated), 

dark reddish brown silty 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 98 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one ditch which remained unexcavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9800 Layer -  Topsoil - - 

9801 Layer  -  Subsoil - - 

9802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

9803 Cut 0.8 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

9804 Fill - - Fill of 9803 (unexcavated), 

firm dark grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 99 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained two ditches which were excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

9900 Layer - 0.39 Topsoil - - 

9901 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 
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9902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

9903 Cut 0.46 0.1 Ditch - - 

9904 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 9903, firm bluish 

grey silty clay 

- - 

9905 Cut 1.35 0.33 Ditch - - 

9906 Fill - 0.33 Fill of 9905, firm dark 

bluish grey clay 

- - 

9907 Cut 0.48 - Ditch (unexcavated)   

9908 Fill - - Fill of 9907, firm bluish 

grey silty clay 

  

9909 Cut 0.55 - Ditch (unexcavated)   

9910 Fill - - Fill of 9909, soft brown 

humic clay 

  

 

Trench 100 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained two ditches, both of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.43 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10000 Layer - 0.33 Topsoil - - 

10001 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 

10002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

10003 Cut 0.33 0.27 Ditch - - 

10004 Fill - 0.27 Fill of 10003, firm dark 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

10005 Cut 1.15 0.35 Ditch - - 

10006 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 10005, firm bluish 

grey clay 

- - 

 

Trench 101 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch which was confirmed by excavation. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.32 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10100 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil - - 

10101 Layer  - 0.06 Subsoil - - 

10102 Layer - - Natural  - - 

10103 Cut 1.44 0.32 Ditch - - 

10104 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 10103, firm dark 

grey clay 

- - 
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Trench 102 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10200 Layer - 0.27 Topsoil - - 

10201 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

10202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 103 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained two ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10300 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

10301 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

10302 Layer - - Natural  - - 

10303 Cut 0.34 0.22 Ditch - - 

10304 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 10303, firm dark 

bluish grey clay 

- - 

10305 Cut 0.3 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

10306 Fill - - Fill of 10305 

(unexcavated), firm dark 

bluish grey clay 

- - 

 

Trench 104 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained a single ditch which was excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10400 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

10401 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

10402 Layer - - Natural  - - 

10403 Cut 1.12 0.32 Ditch - - 

10404 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 10403, firm dark 

bluish grey clay 

- - 
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Trench 105 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.38 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10500 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

10501 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

10502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 106 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.41 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10600 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

10601 Layer  - 0.21 Subsoil - - 

10602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 107 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained two ditches both of which were excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.43 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10700 Layer - 0.15 Topsoil - - 

10701 Layer  - 0.28 Subsoil - - 

10702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

10703 Cut 0.9 0.63 Ditch - - 

10704 Fill - 0.63 Fill of 10703, firm mottled 

yellow and dark grey silty 

clay 

Pottery  43-410 

10705 Cut 0.74 0.54 Ditch - - 

10706 Fill - 0.54 Fill of 10705, firm mottled 

yellow and dark grey silty 

clay 

- - 
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Trench 108 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained three ditches, two of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10801 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

10802 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

10803 Cut 0.67 0.15 Ditch - - 

10804 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 10803, firm dark 

bluish grey slightly sandy 

clay 

- - 

10805 Cut 0.49 0.3 Ditch - - 

10806 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 10805, firm dark 

bluish grey slightly sandy 

clay 

- - 

10807 Layer - - Natural - - 

10808 Cut 0.5 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

10809 Fill - - Fill of 10808 

(unexcavated), firm pale 

yellowish grey slightly 

sandy clay 

- - 

 

Trench 109 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained three ditches, two of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.38 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10900 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - - 

10901 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil - - 

10902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

10903 Cut 0.64 0.27 Ditch - - 

10904 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 10903, soft mid 

brownish grey clayey silt 

- - 

10905 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 10903, soft mottled 

greyish orange clay and 

dark greyish brown clayey 

silt 

- - 

10906 Cut 0.3 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

10907 Fill - - Fill of 10906 

(unexcavated), soft light 

grey silt 

- - 

10908 Cut 0.54 0.19 Ditch - - 

10909 Fill - 0.11 Fill of 10908, soft mid 

brownish grey clayey silt 

- - 



  
 

Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire    2 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 83 18 December 2017 

 

10910 Fill - 0.03 Fill of 10908, soft mottled 

mid to dark greyish brown 

and mid greyish orange 

clayey silt 

- - 

 

Trench 110 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained three ditches, one gully and a modern drain, all of 

which were excavated. In addition, the trench contained one 

ditch which was not excavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.3 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11000 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

11001 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 

11002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

11003 Cut 1.14 0.37 Ditch - - 

11004 Fill - 0.37 Fill of 11003, firm mottled 

yellow and dark grey silty 

clay 

- - 

11005 Cut 0.61 0.47 Ditch - - 

11006 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 11005, firm mottled 

yellow and very dark 

brown silty clay 

- - 

11007 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 11005, firm orangey 

grey sandy clay 

- - 

11008 Cut 0.5 0.23 Ditch - - 

11009 Fill - 0.23 Fill of 11008, firm greyish 

very dark brown silty clay 

- - 

11010 Cut 0.54 0.11 Gully - - 

11011 Fill - 0.11 Fill of 11010, firm greyish 

very dark brown silty clay 

- - 

11012 Cut 0.23 0.25 Field drain - - 

11013 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 11012, firm mottled 

yellow and very dark 

brown silty clay 

- - 

11014 Cut 0.74 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

11015 Fill - - Fill of 11014 

(unexcavated), mid brown 

silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 111 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one gully which remained unexcavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.23 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11100 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil - - 
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11101 Layer  - - Natural - - 

11102 Layer - 0.15 Subsoil  - - 

11103 Cut 0.45 - Gully (unexcavated) - - 

11104 Fill - - Fill of 11103 

(unexcavated), mottled 

orange and grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 112 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one ditch which was confirmed by excavation. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11200 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

11201 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 

11202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

11203 Cut 0.68 0.26 Ditch - - 

11204 Fill - 0.26 Fill of 11203, firm yellow 

mottled dark grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 113 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch was excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.3 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11300 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

11301 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 

11302 Layer - - Natural  - - 

11303 Cut 0.66 0.28 Ditch - - 

11304 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 11303, firm mottled 

yellow and very dark grey 

silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 114 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.3 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11400 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

11401 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 

11402 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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Trench 115 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch and one pit, both of which were excavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty 

clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11500 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

11501 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 

11502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

11503 Cut 1.22 0.4 Ditch - - 

11504 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 11503, friable 

reddish brown silty clay 

- - 

11505 Cut 0.97 0.62 Pit - - 

11506 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 11505, friable 

greyish very dark brown 

silty clay 

- - 

11507 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 11505, firm 

yellowish light grey silty 

clay 

- - 

11508 Fill - 0.39 Fill of 11505, firm orangey 

light grey silty clay 

- - 

11509 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 11505, loose greyish 

dark brown silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 116 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained three ditches, two of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.38 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11600 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - - 

11601 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil - - 

11602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

11603 Cut 0.83 0.35 Ditch - - 

11604 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 11603, firm mid 

bluish grey slightly silty 

clay 

- - 

11605 Cut 0.34 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

11606 Fill - - Fill of 11605 

(unexcavated), mid grey 

silty clay 

- - 

11607 Cut 0.35 0.15 Ditch - - 

11608 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 11607, firm mottled 

mid greyish orange and 

dark greyish brown silty 

clay 

- - 
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Trench 117 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11700 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil - - 

11701 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil - - 

11702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 118 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contains three ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.47 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11800 Layer - 0.27 Topsoil - - 

11801 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

11802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

11803 Cut 0.6 0.17 Ditch - - 

11804 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 11803, firm dark 

greyish brown mottled 

with light orangey brown 

silty clay 

- - 

11805 Cut 0.9 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

11806 Fill - - Fill of 11805 

(unexcavated), dark 

reddish brown silty clay 

- - 

11807 Cut 0.9 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

11808 Fill - - Fill of 11807 

(unexcavated), dark 

greyish brown with 

mottles of light orangey 

brown silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 119 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

11901 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

11902 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

11903 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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Trench 120 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.36 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12000 Layer - 0.13 Topsoil - - 

12001 Layer  - 0.23 Subsoil - - 

12002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 121 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained one ditch and one pit, both of which were confirmed 

by excavation. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12100 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

12101 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil - - 

12102 Layer - - Natural  - - 

12103 Cut 0.34 0.19 Pit - - 

12104 Fill - 0.19 Fill of 12103, firm med 

grey mottled with light 

orangey brown silty clay 

- - 

12105 Cut 0.5 0.16 Ditch - - 

12106 Fill - 0.16 Fill of 12105, firm dark 

greyish brown silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 122 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12201 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

12202 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

12203 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 123 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12300 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 
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12301 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

12302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

12303 Cut 0.70 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

12304 Fill - - Fill of 12303, light to mid 

grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

12305 Cut  0.80 0.15 Ditch - - 

12306 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 12305, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

12307 Layer 2 - Spread of material in which 

pottery was found, light grey 

silty clay. 

Pottery  43-410 

 

Trench 124 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12400 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

12401 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

12402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 125 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12500 Layer - 0.15 Topsoil -  - 

12501 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

12502 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

12503 Cut 0.70 0.40 Ditch - - 

12504 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 12503, light yellowish 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 126 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches, all of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12600 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

12601 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil -  - 

12602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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12603 Cut 0.55m 0.22 Ditch - - 

12604 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 12603, dark grey 

mottled with orangey 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

12605 Cut 0.48 0.14 Ditch - - 

12606 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 12605, medium grey 

mottled with medium 

orangey brown, silty clay. 

- - 

12607 Cut 0.60 0.15 Ditch - - 

12608 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 12608, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

Pottery  150-

410 

 

Trench 127 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12700 Layer - 0.11 Topsoil -  - 

12701 Layer  - 0.29 Subsoil -  - 

12702 Fill - - Fill of 12703, light brown 

grey with yellow orange 

patches, silty clay. 

-  - 

12703 Cut  0.31 0.21 Ditch - - 

12704 Fill - - Fill of 12705, mid brown 

grey, silty clay  

- - 

12705 Cut 0.91 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

12706 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 128 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.34 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12800 Layer - 0.07 Topsoil -  - 

12801 Layer  - 0.27 Subsoil -  - 

12802 Fill - 0.06 Fill of 12804, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

12803 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 12804, light brown 

grey with flecks and patches 

of yellow, silty clay. 

- - 

12804 Cut 0.67 0.20 Ditch - - 

12805 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 129 

General description Orientation NE-SW 
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Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12900 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

12901 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

12902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

12903 Cut 0.70 0.40 Ditch - - 

12904 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 12903, mid to dark 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 130 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13000 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

13001 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil -  - 

13002 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

13003 Cut 0.42 0.34 Ditch - - 

13004 Fill - 0.34 Fill of 13004, mixed light 

brown grey, sandy clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 131 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13100 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

13101 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

13102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 132 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13200 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

13201 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil -  - 

13202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 133 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13300 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

13301 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

13302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

13303 Cut 0.55 0.23 Ditch - - 

13304 Fill - 0.23 Fill of 13304, dark grey with 

mid orange, silty clay. 

- - 

13305 Cut 0.48 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

13306 Fill - - Fill of 13305, dark grey with 

mid orange, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 134 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains four ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13400 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

13401 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

13402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

13403 Cut 1.18 0.38 Ditch - - 

13404 Fill - 0.38 Fill of 13403, light brown 

grey with patches of mid 

yellow and light blue grey, 

silty clay. 

- - 

13405 Cut - 0.84 Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

13406 Fill - - Fill of 13405, mid greyish 

brown silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

13407 Cut 1.40 0.40 Ditch - - 

13408 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 13407, mid greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

13409 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 13410, light brown 

grey with patches of light 

blue grey and orangey 

yellow, silty clay. 

- - 

13410 Cut 0.4 0.5 Ditch - - 
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Trench 135 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains five ditches, three of which were not excavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13500 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

13501 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

13502 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

13503 Cut 0.48 0.28 Ditch - - 

13504 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 13503, mid to dark 

grey and dark orange, silty 

clay. 

- - 

13505 Cut  1 0.50 Ditch - - 

13506 Fill - 0.42 Fill of 13505, mid orangey 

brown, sandy clay. 

- - 

13507 Fill - 0.23 Fill of 13505, mixed mid grey 

and orange, silty clay. 

- - 

13508 Cut 1.40 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

13509 Fill - - Fill of 13508, dark grey with 

orange patches, clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

13510 Cut 0.75 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

13511 Fill - - Fill of 13510, dark grey with 

orange patches, clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

13512 Cut 0.70 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

13513 Fill - - Fill of 13512, dark grey with 

orange patches, clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 136 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13600 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil -  - 

13601 Layer  - 0.28 Subsoil -  - 

13602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 137 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13700 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil -  - 

13701 Layer  - 0.26 Subsoil -  - 

13702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 138 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13800 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil -  - 

13801 Layer  - 0.26 Subsoil -  - 

13802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

13803 Cut 0.52 0.18 Ditch - - 

13804 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 13803, mid blackish 

grey, sandy clay. 

- - 

13805 Cut 0.28 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

13806 Fill - - Fill of 13805, mid blackish 

grey, sandy clay. 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 139 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.41 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

13900 Layer - 0.13 Topsoil -  - 

13901 Layer  - 0.28 Subsoil -  - 

13902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 140 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14000 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil -  - 

14001 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

14002 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 141 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14100 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil -  - 

14101 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

14102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 142 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches, one of which is unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14200 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

14201 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

14202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

14203 Cut 0.70 0.40 Ditch - - 

14204 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 14203, dark grey and 

mid orange, silty clay. 

- - 

14205 Cut 0.30 0.25 Ditch - - 

14206 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 14205, dark grey, 

sandy clay. 

- - 

14207 Cut 0.70 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

14208 Fill - - Fill of 14207, dark grey, silty 

clay (unexcavated). 

- - 
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Trench 143 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one linear. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14300 Layer - 0.13 Topsoil -  - 

14301 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil -  - 

14302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

14303 Cut 0.78 0.18 Ditch - - 

14304 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 14303, mid greyish 

brown mixed orange, sandy 

clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 144 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains four ditches, two of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14400 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil -  - 

14401 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil -  - 

14402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

14403 Cut 0.46 0.12 Ditch - - 

14404 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 14403, mid blackish 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

14405 Cut 0.80 0.34 Ditch - - 

14406 Fill - 0.34 Fill of 14406, mid greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

14407 Cut 0.43 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

14408 Fill - - Fill of 14407, mid blackish 

grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

14409 Cut 0.40 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

14410 Fill - - Fill of 14410, dark grey, silty 

clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 145 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14500 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil -  - 
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14501 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil -  - 

14502 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

14503 Cut 0.50 0.25 Ditch - - 

14504 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 14503, mid grey blue, 

sandy clay. 

- - 

14505 Cut 0.20 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

14506 Fill - - Fill of 14505 - - 

 

Trench 146 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14600 Layer - 0.19 Topsoil -  - 

14601 Layer  - 0.23 Subsoil -  - 

14602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

14603 Cut 0.70 0.28 Ditch - - 

14604 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 14606, light grey with 

yellow mottling, sandy silty 

clay. 

- - 

14605 Cut 0.47 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

14606 Fill - - Fill of 14605, light grey with 

yellow mottling, sandy silty 

clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 147 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one linear, which was observed in Trench 145 as 

14503. It is unexcavated within this trench. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14700 Layer - 0.13 Topsoil -  - 

14701 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil -  - 

14702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

14703 Cut 0.37 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

14704 Fill - - Fill of 14704, light grey with 

yellow mottling, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 
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Trench 148 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14800 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

14801 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

14802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 149 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

14900 Layer - 0.16 Topsoil -  - 

14901 Layer  - 0.19 Subsoil -  - 

14902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 150 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.52 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15000 Layer - 0.32 Topsoil -  - 

15001 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

15002 Cut 0.42 0.26 Ditch - - 

15003 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 15002, mid greyish 

yellow, silty clay. 

- - 

15004 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 15002, mid grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

15005 Cut 0.62 0.05 Ditch - - 

15006 Fill - 0.05 Fill of 15005, mid grey, 

sandy silt. 

- - 

15007 Layer - - Natural - - 
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Trench 151 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15100 Layer - 0.06 Topsoil -  - 

15101 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

15102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 152 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one linear. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15200 Layer - 0.13 Topsoil -  - 

15201 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

15202 Cut 0.60 0.38 Ditch - - 

15203 Fill - 0.38 Fill of 15202, dark bluish 

grey with orange streaks, silt 

clay. 

- - 

15204 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 153 

General description Orientation ENE-

WSW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15300 Layer - 0.17 Topsoil -  - 

15301 Layer  - 0.23 Subsoil -  - 

15302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 154 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.37 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15400 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

15401 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil -  - 
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15402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

15403 Cut 0.88 0.23 Ditch - - 

15404 Fill - 0.23 Fill of 15403, mid grey, clay. - - 

 

Trench 155 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.70 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15500 Layer - 0.38 Topsoil -  - 

15501 Layer  - 0.32 Subsoil -  - 

15502 Cut 0.48 0.20 Ditch -  - 

15503 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 15502, mid to dark 

grey, sandy clay. 

- - 

15504 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 156 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15600 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

15601 Layer  - 0.32 Subsoil -  - 

15602 Cut 0.40 0.12 Ditch -  - 

15603 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 15602, mid greyish 

brown, clayey silt. 

- - 

15604 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 157 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains five ditches, three of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.58 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15700 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil -  - 

15701 Layer  - 0.40 Subsoil -  - 

15702 Cut 0.86 0.15 Ditch - - 

15703 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 15702, mid grey 

brown, silty clay. 

Pottery  43-410 

15704 Cut 0.62 0.25 Ditch - - 

15705 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 15704, mottled mid 

grey brown, silty clay. 

- - 

15706 Cut 0.85 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 
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15707 Fill - - Fill of 15706, mid grey 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

15708 Cut 0.74 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

15709 Fill - - Fill of 15708, mid grey 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

15710 Cut 0.8 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

15711 Fill - - Fill of 15710, mid grey 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

15712 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 158 

General description Orientation NE-SE 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15800 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil -  - 

15801 Layer  - 0.38 Subsoil -  - 

15802 Cut 0.82 0.21 Ditch - - 

15803 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 15802, mid greyish 

brown, sandy clay. 

- - 

15804 Fill - 0.19 Fill of 15802, mid grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

15805 Cut 0.64 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

15806 Fill - - Fill of 15805, mid brownish 

grey silty clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

15807 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 159 

General description Orientation NNE-

SSW 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

15900 Layer - 0.06 Topsoil -  - 

15901 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

15902 Cut 0.66 0.14 Ditch - - 

15903 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 15902, dark bluish 

grey, clayey silt. 

- - 

15904 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

  



  
 

Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire    2 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 101 18 December 2017 

 

 

Trench 160 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one unexcavated ditch. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16000 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

16001 Layer  - 0.35 Subsoil -  - 

16002 Cut 0.30 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

16003 Fill - - Fill of 16002 (unexcavated) - - 

16004 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 161 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.52 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16100 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

16101 Layer  - 0.32 Subsoil -  - 

16102 Cut 0.30 0.12 Ditch - - 

16103 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 16102, dark bluish 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

16104 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 162 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16200 Layer - 0.40 Topsoil -  - 

16201 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

16202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

16203 Cut 0.60 0.18 Ditch - - 

16204 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 16203, yellowish grey, 

silty clay. 

- - 
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Trench 163 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.48 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16300 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil -  - 

16301 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

16302 Cut 0.35 0.12 Ditch - - 

16303 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 16302, dark brown 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

16304 Cut 0.39 0.25 Ditch - - 

16305 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 16305, mid grey light 

brown yellow mottling, silty 

clay. 

- - 

16306 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 164 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.56 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16400 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil -  - 

16401 Layer  - 0.34 Subsoil -  - 

16402 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 16404, mid grey with 

orange flecks, silty clay. 

- - 

16403 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 16404, light bluish 

grey with orange flecks, silty 

clay. 

- - 

16404 Cut 1.39 0.37 Ditch - - 

16405 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

16406 Fill - - Fill of 16407, mid grey with 

orange flecks, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

16407 Cut 0.59 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

 

Trench 165 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains four ditches, two of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.56 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16500 Layer - 0.40 Topsoil -  - 
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16501 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil -  - 

16502 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

16503 Cut 1.12 0.28 Ditch - - 

16504 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 16503, mid grey 

mottled with mid orange, 

silty clay. 

- - 

16505 Cut 0.50 0.11 Ditch - - 

16506 Fill - 0.11 Fill of 16505, mid brownish 

grey, clay. 

- - 

16507 Cut 0.50 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

16508 Fill - - Fill of 16507, dark brown 

orange, silty clay 

(unexcavated) 

- - 

16509 Cut 0.35 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

16510 Fill - - Fill of 16509, dark brown 

orange, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

16511 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 16503, medium 

orange brown heavily 

mottled with dark grey. 

- - 

 

Trench 166 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16600 Layer - 0.06 Topsoil -  - 

16601 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

16602 Cut 0.74 0.30 Ditch - - 

16603 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 16602, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

16604 Cut 0.62 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

16605 Fill - - Fill of 16604, mid grey, silty 

clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

16606 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 167 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.58 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16700 Layer - 0.34 Topsoil -  - 

16701 Layer  - 0.29 Subsoil -  - 

16702 Cut 0.74 0.36 Ditch - - 
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16703 Fill - 0.05 Fill of 16703, light brownish 

yellow, silty clay. 

- - 

16704 Fill - 0.31 Fill of 16703, mid brownish 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

16705 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 168 

General description Orientation NNE-

SSW 

Trench contains two ditches and one possible treehole. One of the 

ditches was not excavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.58 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16800 Layer - 0.06 Topsoil -  - 

16801 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

16802 Cut 0.56 0.08 Ditch - - 

16803 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 16802, mid grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

16804 Cut 0.43 0.14 Treehole - - 

16805 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 16804, dark blackish 

grey, clayey silt. 

- - 

16806 Cut 0.56 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

16807 Fill - - Fill of 16806, mid grey, 

clayey silt (unexcavated). 

- - 

16808 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 169 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.53 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16900 Layer - 0.34 Topsoil -  - 

16901 Layer  - 0.19 Subsoil -  - 

16902 Cut 0.68 0.26 Ditch - - 

16903 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 16902, light orangey 

brown, sandy clay. 

- - 

16904 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 16902, mid grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

16905 Cut 1.12 0.41 Ditch - - 

16906 Fill - 0.31 Fill of 16905, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

16907 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 16905, dark grey with 

yellow brown mottling, silty 

clay. 

- - 

16908 Cut 0.51 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 
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16909 Fill - - Fill of 16908, light orangey 

brown with flecks of grey, 

sandy clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

16910 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 170 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains four pits and two ditches. One of the ditches was 

unexcavated and one of the pits was unexcavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.48 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17000 Layer - 0.21 Topsoil -  - 

17001 Layer  - 0.27 Subsoil -  - 

17002 Fill - 0.48 Fill of 17003, dark brown 

grey with flecks of brown 

orange, silty clay. 

Pottery and bone - 

17003 Cut 1.19 0.48 Pit - - 

17004 Fill - 0.21 Fill of 17705, mid brown 

grey with orange flecks, silty 

sand. 

Pottery, Animal 

bone, Hobnails 

160-

200 

17005 Cut 1.25 0.21 Pit - - 

17006 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

17007 Fill - - Fill of 17008, dark brown 

grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

Pottery  43-410 

17008 Cut 1.31 - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

17009 Fill - - Fill of 17010, mid brown 

grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

Pottery, Animal 

bone 

43-410 

17010 Cut 1.37 - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

17011 Fill - - Fill of 17011, mid brown 

grey, silty clay (unexcavated) 

Pottery  43-410 

17012 Cut 0.37 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

17013 Fill - - Fill of 17014, dark brown 

grey, silty clay (unexcavated) 

Pottery  150-

350 

17014 Cut 0.48 - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

 

Trench 171 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17100 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

17101 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil -  - 

17102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 172 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17200 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

17201 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil -  - 

17202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

17203 Cut 0.50 0.20 Ditch - - 

17204 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 17203, mid to light 

grey with brown yellow 

mottling, clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 173 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17300 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

17301 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil -  - 

17302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 174 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch, which was unexcavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17400 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

17401 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

17402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

17403 Cut 0.50 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

17404 Fill - - Fill of 17403, mid to dark 

grey yellow, clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 
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Trench 175 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches, both unexcavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17500 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

17501 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil -  - 

17502 Cut 0.42 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

17503 Fill - - Fill of 17502, mid grey light 

brown yellow, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

17504 Cut 0.60 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

17505 Fill - - Fill of 17504, mid grey light 

brown yellow, silty clay 

(unexcavated) 

- - 

17506 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 176 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17600 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

17601 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

17602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

17603 Cut 0.85 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

17604 Fill - - Fill of 17603, mid to light 

grey and light brown yellow 

patches, clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

17605 Cut 0.80 0.40 Ditch - - 

17606 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 17605, mid to light 

grey and light brown yellow 

patches, clay. 

- - 

17607 Cut  0.40 0.18 Ditch - - 

17608 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 17607, mid yellowish 

grey, clay. 

- - 
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Trench 177 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17700 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

17701 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

17702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 178 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17800 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil -  - 

17801 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil Animal bone  - 

17802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 179 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains one ditch, which was unexcavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

17900 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil -  - 

17901 Layer  - 0.28 Subsoil -  - 

17902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

17903 Cut 0.73 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

17904 Fill - - Fill of 17903, mid brownish 

greyish yellow, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 180 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

18000 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

18001 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil -  - 

18002 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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18003 Cut 1 0.26 Ditch - - 

18004 Fill - 0.26 Fill of 18003, mixed mid grey 

and orange, silty clay. 

- - 

18005 Cut 0.60 0.14 Ditch - - 

18006 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 18004, light grey with 

orange, silty clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 181 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches and one possible terminus. One ditch 

unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

18100 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

18101 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil -  - 

18102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

18103 Cut 1.70 0.33 Ditch - - 

18104 Fill - 0.33 Fill of 18103, dark blackish 

grey, silty clay. 

Pottery, Animal 

bone, stone 

43-410 

18105 Cut 0.90 0.18 Ditch terminus - - 

18106 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 18105, mid blackish 

grey, silty clay. 

Animal bone - 

18107 Cut 0.60 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

18108 Fill - - Fill of 18107, mid grey, silty 

clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 182 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.44 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

18200 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil -  - 

18201 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil -  - 

18202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

18203 Cut 0.92 0.39 Ditch - - 

18204 Fill - 0.11 Fill of 18203, mid grey, silty 

sandy clay. 

- - 

18205 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 18203, mid brownish 

grey, sandy clayey silt. 

Pottery, Animal 

bone 

LIA/43-

410 
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Trench 183 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains two ditches and one treehole. One of the ditches 

and the treehole were unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

18300 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil -  - 

18301 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil -  - 

18302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

18303 Cut 0.93 0.50 Ditch - - 

18304 Fill - 0.50 Fill of 18303, mixed mid grey 

and orange, silty clay. 

- - 

18305 Cut 0.41 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

18306 Fill - - Fill of 18306, mixed mid grey 

and orange, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

18307 Cut  0.40 - Treehole (unexcavated) - - 

18308 Fill - - Fill of 18308, mixed mid grey 

and orange, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 184 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

18400 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil -  - 

18401 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil -  - 

18402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

18403 Cut 1 0.16 Ditch - - 

18404 Fill - 0.16 Fill of 18403, mid greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

Pottery  LIA/43-

410 

 

Trench 185 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

18500 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

18501 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil -  - 

18502 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 186 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains three ditches, two of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.38 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

18600 Layer - 0.17 Topsoil -  - 

18601 Layer  - 0.19 Subsoil -  - 

18602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

18603 Cut 3.6 1.55 Ditch - - 

18604 Fill - 0.50 Fill of 18603, mixed orangey 

brown grey, sandy clay. 

Pottery, Animal 

bone 

MIA 

18605 Fill - 0.68 Fill of 18603, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

Pottery, Animal 

bone 

MIA 

18606 Fill - 0.90 Fill of 18603, mid grey light 

brown, sandy clay. 

- - 

18608 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 18603, mixed mid grey 

and light brown, peaty clay. 

- - 

18608 Cut 2.42 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

18609 Fill - - Fill of 18608, dark grey, 

clayey silt (unexcavated). 

- - 

18610 Cut 0.20 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

18611 Fill - - Fill of 18611, mid grey 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 189 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains a possible structure. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

18900 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil -  - 

18901 Layer  - 0.24 Subsoil -  - 

18902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

18903 Cut - 3.5 Construction cut - - 

18904 Wall - 4 Fill of 18903, limestone, 

ranging from 0.08 x 0.08 to 

0.20 x 0.20, roughly hewn, 

not fully excavated, no 

bond, possibly foundation 

layer for building 18910. 

- - 

18905 Wall 1.60 0.22 Fill of 18903, brick, 0.10 x 

0.22 x 0.006, laid as 

headers, lime mortar bond, 

construction layer for 

building 18910 

- - 
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18906 Wall 1.20 0.10 Fill of 18903, brick, 0.11 x 

0.10 and 0.22 x 0.10, laid as 

stretcher and half bricks, 

lime mortar bond, 

construction layer/repair 

for building 18910 

- - 

18907 Fill 0.40 0.08 Fill of 18903, mid reddish 

brown, sandy clay. 

- - 

18908 Structure - 0.30 Fill of 18903, limestone, 

0.10 x 0.10 and 0.20 x 0.20, 

roughly hewn, no bond, 

foundation layer for 18910 

- - 

18909 Fill 3.5 - Fill of 18903, reddish 

brown, brick and clay 

rubble. 

- - 

18910 Group - - Group number for 

structure. 

- - 

18911 Structure - 050 Fill of 18903, brick, 0.22 x 

0.10 x 0.06, roughly 

coursed, lime mortar bond. 

- - 

18912 Cut 0.64 - Ditch (unexcavated)   

18913 Fill - - Fill of 18912, dark grey, 

silty clay 

  

 

Trench 190 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19000 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil -  - 

19001 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

19002 Cut 1.03 0.32 Ditch - - 

19003 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 19003, mid brownish 

greyish yellow, silty clay. 

Pottery MIA/LIA 

19004 Cut 0.72 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19005 Fill - - Fill of 19004, mid brownish 

grey, clayey silt 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

19006 Cut 0.74 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19007 Fill - - Fill of 19006, mid brownish 

grey, clayey silty 

(unexcavated). 

  

19008 Layer - - Natural  -  - 
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Trench 191 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.46 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19100 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil -  - 

19101 Layer  - 0.28 Subsoil -  - 

19102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

19103 Cut 0.80 0.38 Ditch - - 

19104 Fill - 0.38 Fill of 19103, mid brownish 

grey, clayey silt. 

- - 

19105 Cut 0.48 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19106 Fill - - Fill of 19105, mid brownish 

grey, clayey silt 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 192 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19200 Layer - 0.40 Topsoil -  - 

19201 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil -  - 

19202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 193 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains three ditches, two of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19300 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

19301 Layer  - 0.13 Subsoil -  - 

19302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

19303 Cut 0.95 0.36 Ditch   

19304 Fill - 0.36 Fill of 19303, mixed 

brownish orange and grey, 

silty clay. 

- - 

19305 Cut  - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19306 Fill - - Fill of 19306, mixed 

brownish orange and grey, 

silty clay (unexcavated). 

- - 
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19307 Cut 0.72 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19308 Fill - - Fill of 19307, mixed 

brownish orange and grey, 

silty clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 194 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19400 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

19401 Layer  - 0.40 Subsoil Flint - 

19402 Cut 0.69 0.46 Ditch - - 

19403 Fill - 0.46 Fill of 19402, mid brownish 

grey, sandy clayey silt. 

- - 

19404 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 195 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.78 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19500 Layer - 0.16 Topsoil -  - 

19501 Layer  - 0.62 Subsoil -  - 

19502 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 196 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains six ditches, three of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.30 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19600 Layer - 0.06 Topsoil -  - 

19601 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

19602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

19603 Cut 0.56 0.26 Ditch - - 

19604 Fill - 0.26 Fill of 19603, mid greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

19605 Cut 1.10 0.23 Ditch - - 

19606 Fill - 0.23 Fill of 19606, mid brownish 

greenish grey, sandy clayey 

silt. 

- - 

19607 Cut 0.38 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 
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19608 Layer - 0.22 Mid brownish greyish green 

with dark greyish greenish 

yellow, sandy clayey silt. 

- - 

19609 Fill - - Fill of 19607, mid to dark 

grey brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

19610 Cut 0.65 0.28 Ditch - - 

19611 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 19610, mid brownish 

greyish green, sandy silty 

clay. 

- - 

19612 Ditch 0.80 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19613 Fill - - Fill of 19612, mid to dark 

grey brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

19614 Ditch 0.90 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19615 Fill - - Fill of 19614, mid to dark 

grey brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 197 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains four ditches, two of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19700 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil -  - 

19701 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

19702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

19703 Cut 0.46 0.16 Ditch - - 

19704 Fill - 0.16 Fill of 19703, mid to light 

grey, clay. 

- - 

19705 Cut 0.50 0.30 Ditch - - 

19706 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 19705, mixed dark 

grey and light brown, clay. 

- - 

19707 Cut 0.40 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19708 Fill - - Fill of 19708, dark grey, clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

19709 Cut 0.45 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19710 Fill - - Fill of 19710, dark grey, clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

  



  
 

Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire    2 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 116 18 December 2017 

 

 

Trench 198 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches and one treehole. One of the 

ditches was unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 

natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19800 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

19801 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil Pottery  Medieval 

19802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

19803 Cut 0.60 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19804 Fill - - Fill of 19803, blue grey light 

brown , clay (unexcavated) 

- - 

19805 Cut 0.84 0.40 Ditch - - 

19806 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 19805, mid to dark 

grey mid to light brown, 

silty clay. 

- - 

19807 Cut 0.86 0.22 Ditch - - 

19808 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 19807, mid to light 

grey, clay. 

Pottery  43-410 

19809 Cut 1.1 0.68 Treehole - - 

19810 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 19810, mid greyish 

yellow, clay. 

- - 

19811 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 19810, dark grey, 

clay. 

- - 

19812 Fill - 0.40 Fill of 19810, light grey 

yellow, clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 199 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was not excavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

19900 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

19901 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil -  - 

19902 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

19903 Cut 1.08 0.30 Ditch - - 

19904 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 19903, mottled mid 

grey with yellow flecks, clay. 

- - 

19905 Cut 0.40 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

19906 Fill - - Fill of 19905, dark grey 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 
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Trench 200 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains four ditches, two of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20000 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil -  - 

20001 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

20002 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

20003 Cut 0.80 0.42 Ditch - - 

20004 Fill - 0.42 Fill of 20003, mid grey with 

yellow patches, silty clay. 

- - 

20005 Cut 0.50 0.20 Ditch - - 

20006 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 20005, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

20007 Cut 0.50 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20008 Fill - - Fill of 20008, mid to dark 

grey mottled, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

20009 Cut 0.50 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20010 Fill - - Fill of 20009, mid to dark 

grey mottled, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 201 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20100 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

20101 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

20102 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

20103 Cut 0.80 0.24 Ditch - - 

20104 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 20103, dark grey and 

mid yellow, silty clay. 

- - 

20105 Cut 0.55 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20106 Fill - - Fill of 20105, dark grey rare 

yellow patches, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

  



  
 

Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire    2 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 118 18 December 2017 

 

 

Trench 202 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20200 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

20201 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

20202 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

 

Trench 203 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20300 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil -  - 

20301 Layer  - 0.24 Subsoil -  - 

20302 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

20303 Cut 0.44 0.14 Ditch - - 

20304 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 20303, mid to dark 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

20305 Cut 0.79 0.32 Ditch - - 

20306 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 20305, mid to dark 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

20307 Layer - 0.32 Mid to dark grey, silty clay. - - 

20308 Cut 0.52 0.22 Ditch - - 

20309 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 20308, mid to dark 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

 

Trench 204 

General description Orientation ENE-

WSW 

Trench contains two ditches, one of which was unexcavated and a 

curvilinear with the remains of a possible bank. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.65 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20400 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

20401 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

20402 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

20403 Layer - 0.15 Buried soil, dark grey, silty 

clay. 

Pottery, 

metalwork 

150-

200 

20404 Cut 1.60 0.80 Ditch - - 
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20405 Fill - 0.80 Fill of 20404, mid brown 

grey with mid orange yellow 

flecks, silty clay. 

- - 

20406 Cut 0.22 0.13 Curvilinear - - 

20407 Fill - 0.13 Fill of 20406, light brown 

with mid grey blobs, silty 

clay. 

Pottery 120-

200 

20408 Fill - 0.30 Fill of 20404, mid grey with 

light brown, silty clay. 

- - 

20409 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 20404, mid grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

20410 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 20404, mid grey with 

yellow mottling, silty clay. 

- - 

20411 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 20404, mid to dark 

grey with mid red brown 

mottling, silty clay. 

Pottery  150-

200 

20412 Fill - 0.07 Fill of 20404, grey with mid 

reddish brown, silty clay. 

Pottery, Animal 

bone 

43-150 

20413 Layer - - Mottled light brown yellow 

grey, silty clay. Possible 

washed out bank. 

- - 

20414 Cut 0.27 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20415 Fill - - Fill of 20414, mid grey, silty 

clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 205 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains three ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20500 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil -  - 

20501 Layer  - 0.34 Subsoil -  - 

20502 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 20504, dark brown 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

20503 Fill - 0.05 Fill of 20504, dark black 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

20504 Cut 0.99 0.22 Ditch - - 

20505 Fill - 0.27 Fill of 20506, mid brown 

grey with patches of mid 

orange yellow, silty clay. 

- - 

20506 Cut 0.66 0.27 Ditch - - 

20507 Fill - 0.54 Fill of 20508, mottled mid 

brown grey with patches of 

light brown and mid yellow, 

silty clay. 

Animal bone - 

20508 Cut 1.41 0.54 Ditch - - 

20509 Layer - - Natural  -  - 



  
 

Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire    2 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 120 18 December 2017 

 

 

Trench 206 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench consists of ten ditches, five unexcavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20600 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil -  - 

20601 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil -  - 

20602 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

20603 Cut 0.29 0.15 Ditch - - 

20604 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 20603, mid bluish 

grey, clay. 

- - 

20605 Cut 0.55 0.29 Ditch - - 

20606 Fill - 0.29 Fill of 20605, mottled dark 

grey greyish orange mid 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

20607 Cut 0.39 0.17 Ditch - - 

20608 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 20607, light bluish 

grey with orange lenses, silty 

clay. 

- - 

20609 Cut 0.61 0.16 Ditch - - 

20610 Fill - 0.16 Fill of 20609, mottled 

orange, grey and blue, silty 

clay. 

- - 

20611 Cut 0.70 0.09 Ditch - - 

20612 Fill - 0.09 Fill of 20611, orange and 

bluish grey, silty clay. 

- - 

20613 Cut 0.40 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20614 Fill - - Fill of 20613, mid to dark 

bluish grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

20615 Cut 0.42 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20616 Fill - - Fill of 20616, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

20617 Cut 0.46 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20618 Fill - - Fill of 20617, mid orange and 

bluish brown grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

20619 Cut 0.75 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20620 Fill - - Fill of 20619, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

20621 Cut 0.50 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20622 Fill - - Fill of 20621, mid greyish 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 
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Trench 207 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains two ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.36 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20700 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

20701 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil -  - 

20702 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

20703 Cut 0.60 0.30 Ditch - - 

20704 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 20703, mid grey, silty 

clay. 

- - 

20705 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 20708, mottled yellow 

and mid grey, clay. 

- - 

20706 Cut 0.37 0.08 Ditch - - 

20707 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 20706, mid grey with 

some yellow, silty clay. 

- - 

20708 Cut 0.6 0.26 Ditch   

 

Trench 208 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains five ditches, three of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20800 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

20801 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil -  - 

20802 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

20803 Cut 1.72 0.78 Ditch - - 

20804 Fill - 0.78 Fill of 20804, mid greyish 

brown, silty clay. 

- - 

20805 Fill -  Fill of 20804, dark grey 

heavily mottled of mid 

orange brown and mid grey, 

silty clay. 

- - 

20806 Cut   Ditch - - 

20807 Fill -  Fill of 20807, light greenish 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

20808 Cut 0.65 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20809 Fill - - Fill of 20808, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

20810 Cut 0.62 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20811 Fill - - Fill of 20810, dark greyish 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 
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20812 Cut 0.50 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20813 Fill - - Fill of 20812, dark greenish 

brown, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 209 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contains three ditches and a curvilinear. Two of the ditches 

were unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

20901 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil -  - 

20902 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil -  - 

20903 Cut 0.48 0.20 Ditch - - 

20904 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 20903, mid brownish 

grey, silty clay. 

- - 

20905 Layer 3.7 0.30 Furrow, mid yellow brown, 

clayey silt. 

- - 

20906 Cut 0.72 0.14 Curvilinear - - 

20907 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 20906, mid brownish 

grey mottled with mid 

brownish yellow, silty clay. 

- - 

20908 Cut 0.35 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20909 Fill - - Fill of 20908, mid bluish 

grey, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

  

20910 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

20911 Cut 0.30 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

20912 Fill - - Fill of 20911, mid bluish 

grey, clay (unexcavated). 

  

 

Trench 210 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contains five ditches, two of which were unexcavated. 

Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21000 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil -  - 

21001 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil -  - 

21002 Layer - - Natural  -  - 

21003 Cut 0.44 0.05 Ditch - - 

21004 Fill - 0.05 Fill of 21003, mid grey 

mottled with yellow, silty 

clay. 

- - 

21005 Cut 0.74 0.32 Ditch - - 

21006 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 21005, mid grey, some 

yellow patches, silty clay. 

- - 
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21007 Cut 1.28 0.50 Ditch - - 

21008 Fill - 0.10 Fill of 21007, mid yellow 

with some grey patches, silty 

clay. 

- - 

21009 Fill - 0.20 Fill of 21007, mid grey some 

yellow patches, silty clay. 

- - 

21010 Fill - 0.38 Fill of 21010, light to mid 

greyish orange, silty clay. 

- - 

21011 Cut 0.80 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21012 Cut 0.68 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21013 Fill - - Fill of 21011, mid grey some 

yellow patches, silty clay 

(unexcavated). 

- - 

21014 Fill - - Fill of 21012, mottled light 

grey and orangey yellow, 

clay (unexcavated). 

- - 

 

Trench 211 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained four ditches, one of which were excavated and one 

posthole which was also excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21101 Layer - 0.4 Topsoil - - 

21102 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

21103 Layer - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

21104 Cut 0.15 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21105 Fill - - Fill of 21104 

(unexcavated), firm, mid 

brownish yellow silty clay 

- - 

21106 Cut 0.45 0.22 Posthole - - 

21107 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 21106, very firm, 

mid bluish grey silty clay, 

occasional charcoal flecks 

- - 

21108 Cut 1.4 0.1 Ditch - - 

21109 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 21108, firm mid 

bluish grey silty clay 

Pottery  43-410 

21110 Cut 2 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21111 Fill - - Fill of 21110 

(unexcavated), firm mid 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

21112 Cut 2 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21113 Fill -  Fill of 21112 

(unexcavated), firm mid 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

21114 Layer - - Natural - - 
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Trench 212 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained four ditches all of which were excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.8 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21200 Layer - 0.45 Topsoil - - 

21201 Layer  - 0.35 Subsoil - - 

21202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

21203 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 21209, firm mid 

brownish yellow clayey silt 

- - 

21204 Cut 1.68 0.87 Ditch - - 

21205 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 21204, firm light 

mottled grey and yellowish 

brown silty clay 

- - 

21206 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 21204, firm mid 

greyish brown silty clay 

- - 

21207 Fill - 0.26 Fill of 21204, firm greyish 

brown silty clay 

- - 

21208 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 21204, firm mid 

brownish yellow clayey silt 

- - 

21209 Cut 0.92 0.35 Ditch - - 

21210 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 21209, firm mid 

brownish grey silty clay 

Flint - 

21211 Cut 1.02 0.38 Ditch - - 

21212 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 21211, firm light 

yellowish grey clayey silt 

- - 

21213 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 21211, firm mid 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

21214 Cut 0.94 0.46 Ditch - - 

21215 Fill - 0.09 Fill of 21214, firm mid 

brownish yellow clayey silt 

- - 

21216 Fill - 0.37 Fill of 21214, firm mid 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 213 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained three ditches and two pits confirmed by excavation. In 

addition, it contained three ditches and three pits which 

remained unexcavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying a 

partially gleyed layer onto the natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.73 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21300 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - - 

21301 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

21302 Layer - 0.24 Layer, partially gleyed, 

dark blue grey clay 

- - 
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21303 Cut 1.38 0.41 Ditch - - 

21304 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 21303, soft grey silty 

clay 

- - 

21305 Fill - 0.81 Fill of 21303, soft dark grey 

with yellow mottling silty 

clay 

- - 

21306 Cut 1.25 0.2 Pit - - 

21307 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 21306, firm mid 

brownish grey silty clay 

Pottery Undated 

21308 Cut 1.45 0.36 Pit - - 

21309 Cut 0.68 0.32 Ditch - - 

21310 Fill - 0.19 Fill of 21309, soft mid grey 

with brown mottling silty 

clay 

- - 

21311 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 21309, soft greyish 

yellow silty clay 

- - 

21312 Cut 0.67 0.36 Ditch - - 

21313 Fill - 0.36 Fill of 21312, firm mid 

bluish grey silty clay 

- - 

21314 Cut 2.2 - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

21315 Fill - - Fill of 21314 

(unexcavated), mid grey 

brown silty clay 

- - 

21316 Cut 1.13 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21317 Fill - - Fill of 21316 

(unexcavated), mid grey 

brown silty clay 

- - 

21318 Cut 0.94 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21319 Fill - - Fill of 21318 

(unexcavated), mid grey 

brown silty clay 

- - 

21320 Cut 2.08 - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

21321 Fill - - Fill of 21320 

(unexcavated), mid grey 

brown silty clay 

- - 

21322 Cut 1.09 - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

21323 Fill - - Fill of 21322 

(unexcavated), mid grey 

brown silty clay 

- - 

21324 Cut 0.48 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21325 Fill - - Fill of 21324 

(unexcavated), mid grey 

brown silty clay 

- - 

21326 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 21308, firm light 

yellowish grey silty clay 

- - 

21327 Fill - 0.19 Fill of 21308, firm mid to 

dark brownish grey clayey 

silt 

- - 

21328 Layer - - Natural - - 
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Trench 214 

General description Orientation NW - SE 

Contained three ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying a partially gleyed layer onto the 

natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.68 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21400 Layer - 0.26 Topsoil - - 

21401 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil - - 

21402 Layer - - Natural - - 

21403 Layer - 0.21 Layer, partially gleyed, 

dark blue grey clay 

- - 

21404 Cut 1.3 0.67 Ditch - - 

21405 Fill - 0.67 Fill of 21404, firm mid to 

dark bluish grey silty clay 

- - 

21406 Cut 0.74 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21407 Fill - - Fill of 21406 

(unexcavated), firm dark 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

21408 Cut 0.65 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21409 Fill - - Fill of 21408 

(unexcavated), dark 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 215 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.65 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21500 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

21501 Layer  - 0.35 Subsoil - - 

21502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 216 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained two ditches, both of which were excavated. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.39 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21600 Layer - 0.23 Topsoil - - 

21601 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil - - 

21602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

21603 Cut 0.7 0.34 Ditch - - 
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21604 Fill - 0.34 Fill of 21603, firm mid grey 

with yellow patches, clay 

- - 

21605 Cut 0.57 0.32 Ditch - - 

21606 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 21605, firm mid grey 

with rare yellow patches, 

clay 

- - 

 

Trench 217 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained 3 ditches all confirmed by excavation. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21700 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

21701 Layer  - 0.3 Subsoil - - 

21702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

21703 Cut 0.65 0.2 Ditch - - 

21704 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 21703, firm mid 

yellowish grey silty clay 

- - 

21705 Cut 1.4 0.42 Ditch - - 

21706 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 21705, firm light 

bluish grey silty clay 

- - 

21707 Fill - 0.36 Fill of 21705, firm dark 

grey silty clay 

- - 

21708 Cut 0.4 0.2 Ditch - - 

21709 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 21708, firm light 

yellowish grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 218 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained three ditches, one of which was excavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.48 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21800 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil - - 

21801 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

21802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

21803 Cut 0.73 0.24 Ditch - - 

21804 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 21803 

(unexcavated), firm dark 

bluish grey silty clay 

- - 

21805 Cut 1 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

21806 Fill - - Fill of 21805 

(unexcavated), firm mid 

bluish grey silty clay 

- - 

21807 Cut 0.7 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 
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21808 Fill - - Fill of 21808 

(unexcavated), bluish grey 

silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 219 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained two ditches and one pit, all of which were excavated, 

and one posthole which remained unexcavated. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21901 Layer - 0.4 Topsoil - - 

21902 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

21903 Cut 1.15 0.25 Ditch  - - 

21904 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 21903, firm 

yellowish grey slightly silty 

clay 

- - 

21905 Cut 0.2 0.13 Ditch - - 

21906 Fill - 0.13 Fill of 21905, firm mid 

yellowish grey slightly silty 

clay 

- - 

21907 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 21903, firm dark 

yellowish black slightly silty 

clay 

- - 

21908 Cut 0.8 0.1 Pit - - 

21909 Fill - 0.1 Fill of 21908, firm mid 

yellowish grey slightly silty 

clay 

- - 

21010 Cut 0.15 - Posthole (unexcavated) - - 

21011 Fill - - Fill of 21010 

(unexcavated), firm bluish 

grey slightly clay 

- - 

21212 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 220 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22000 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

22001 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

22002 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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Trench 221 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.49 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22100 Layer - 0.29 Topsoil - - 

22101 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil - - 

22102 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 22103, mid brown 

grey with orange yellow 

flecks, silty clay 

  

22103 Cut 0.68 0.18 Ditch   

22104 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 222 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contained a total of six linear features, one of which, 

22203 was significantly larger than the others and could not be 

safely bottomed within the trench. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22200 Layer - 0.27 Topsoil - - 

22201 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

22202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

22203 Cut 4.95 >1.11 Ditch (not fully excavated)   

22204 Cut 0.62 0.12 Ditch   

22205 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 22204, mid grey and 

yellow, clay 

  

22206 Cut 0.62 0.12 Ditch   

22207 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 22206, firm light 

grey, with yellow, clay 

  

22208 Cut 0.43 0.12 Ditch   

22209 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 22208, firm mid 

yellow grey, clay  

  

22210 Cut 0.61 0.09 Ditch   

22211 Fill - 0.09 Fill of 22210, mid grey clay 

with yellow patches and 

occasional charcoal 

Pottery, Flint  BA/IA 

22212 Fill - 0.23 Fill of 22203, mid grey with 

yellow mottling, clay silt 

  

22213 Fill - 0.32 Fill of 22203, mid yellow 

brown, silty clay 

  

22214 Fill - 0.91 Fill of 22203, mid yellow 

brown, with mid grey 

mottling, silty clay 
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22215 Fill - 0.49 Fill of 22203, light grey, 

silty clay 

  

22216 Fill - 0.46 Fill of 22203, mid yellow 

brown, with grey mottling, 

silty clay 

  

22217 Fill - 0.48 Fill of 22203, mid grey, 

silty clay 

  

22218 Fill - 0.31 Fill of 22203,mid grey, 

brown, dark brown 

mottling, sandy clay 

  

22219 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 22203, mid yellow 

brown, silty clay 

  

22220 Fill - 0.83 Fill of 22203, mid yellow 

brown, dark brown 

mottling 

  

22221 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 22203, light grey 

dark brown mottling, silty 

clay 

  

22222 Fill - 0.25 Fill of 22203, mid yellow 

brown, silty clay 

  

22223 Cut 0.8 - Ditch (unexcavated)   

22224 Fill - - Fill of 22224, mid grey 

brown, clay silt 

  

 

Trench 223 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained a ditch and a charcoal filled pit. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.51 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22300 Layer - 0.34 Topsoil - - 

22301 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil - - 

22302 Fill - 0.21 Fill of 22303, light brown 

grey with light orange 

flecks 

  

22303 Cut 0.49 0.21 Ditch   

22304 Fill - - Fill of 22305, mid grey 

brown, silty clay 

  

22305 Cut 0.49 - Ditch (unexcavated), 

modern 

  

22306 Cut 0.47 0.08 Pit   

22307 Fill - 0.08 Fill of 22306, black 

charcoal 

  

22308 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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Trench 224 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench revealed at least seven ditches, with an area of densely 

intercut linears within the south-west end of the trench. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22400 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - - 

22401 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil Flint - 

22402 Layer - - Natural   

22403 Cut 0.3 0.06 Ditch   

22404 Fill - 0.06 Fill of 22403, mid to dark 

grey, silty clay 

  

22405 Cut 1.00 0.5 Ditch   

22406 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 22406, mid grey and 

mottled yellow, silty clay 

  

22407 Cut >0.7 0.42 Ditch   

22408 Fill - 0.42 Fill of 22407, mottled mid 

to dark grey and yellow, 

silty clay 

  

22409 Fill - 0.2 Lower fill of 22405, 

mottled light yellow and 

mid grey, clay 

  

22410 Cut 0.95 0.4 Ditch   

22411 Fill - 0.4 Fill of 22410, friable, dark 

grey, clay silt 

Pottery  120-150 

22412 Cut 0.9 0.66 Ditch terminus   

22413 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 22412, mid grey and 

mottled orange, silty clay 

Pottery  43-410 

22414 Fill - 0.36 Fill of ditch 22412, firm, 

mid yellow grey, clay 

  

22415 Cut -  Ditch (unexcavated)     

22416 Fill -  Fill of 22415, dark grey, 

clay silt 

  

22417 Cut -  Ditch (unexcavated)     

22418 Fill -  Fill of 22417, dark grey, 

clay silt 

  

 

Trench 225 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained four ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22500 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

22501 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

22502 Cut 0.82 0.3 Ditch   
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22503 Fill - 0.24 Fill of 22502, dark blue 

grey, silty clay 

  

22504 Fill - 0.06 Fill of 22502, dark blue 

grey with yellow and 

orange, clay 

  

22505 Cut 1.1 0.42 Ditch   

22506 Fill - 0.42 Fill of 22505, Dark blue 

grey, silty clay 

Flint  

22507 Cut 0.7 0.34 Ditch   

22508 Fill - 0.34 Fill of 22508, Dark grey 

with orange patches, clay 

  

22509 Cut 0.5 0.12 Ditch   

22510 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 22509, soft, pale 

grey, clay 

  

22511 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 226 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22600 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - - 

22601 Layer  - 0.4 Subsoil - - 

22602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 227 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contained a pit and two ditches. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22700 Layer - 0.28 Topsoil - - 

22701 Layer  - 0.1 Subsoil - - 

22702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

22703 Cut 0.67 0.21 Sub-circular pit   

22704 Fill - 0.07 Fill of 22704, mid to dark 

brownish grey, silty clay 

  

22705 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 22704, mid reddish 

grey, silty clay 

  

22706 Fill - 0.17 Fill of 22706, firm, light 

yellow/blue grey, clay 

  

22707 Cut 1.1 0.7 Ditch   

22708 Fill - 0.7 Fill of 22707, yellow grey, 

silty clay 

Pottery  43-410 

22709 Ditch 0.6 - Ditch (unexcavated)   
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22710 Fill - - Fill of 22710, mid to dark 

grey and light brown, silty 

clay 

  

 

Trench 228 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained three ditches and a stone surface. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.38 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22800 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

22801 Layer  - 0.13 Subsoil - - 

22802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

22803 Cut 1.6 0.33 Ditch   

22804 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 22804, dark grey 

silty clay 

Pottery  43-410 

22805 Fill - 0.15 Fill of 22804, mixed orange 

and blue grey, silty clay 

Pottery  43-410 

22806 Cut 1.7 0.22 Ditch or pit   

22807 Fill - 0.14 Fill of 22806, mid brown 

grey, clay 

Pottery  150-350 

22808 Fill - 0.06 Fill of 22806, light orange 

grey, clay 

  

22809 Layer  0.2 Surface, limestone and 

sandstone cobbles c 0.2m 

across 

Pottery, Flint, 

Animal bone 

240-260 

22810 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 22811, mid grey with 

orange yellow flecks 

Pottery, Flint, 

Animal bone  

120-200 

22811 Pit 1.34 0.3 Pit   

22812 Fill - 0.18 Fill of 22813, mid grey with 

orange yellow flecks, sandy 

clay 

Pottery  150-350 

22813 Cut 0.52 0.18 Ditch   

 

Trench 229 

General description Orientation SW-NE 

Trench contained two ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.34 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

22900 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil Flint - 

22901 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil - - 

22902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

22903 Cut 0.49 0.07 Ditch   

22904 Fill - 0.07 Fill of 22903, mid to light 

grey with yellow, silty clay 

  

22905 Cut 0.6 0.22 Ditch   
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22906 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 22906, firm mid 

grey, silty clay 

  

 

Trench 230 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained a single ditch. The ditch was sealed beneath a 

buried soil, overlain by a deep sequence of modern made ground 

and an overlying topsoil.  

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.89 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23000 Layer - 0.35 Topsoil - - 

23001 Layer  - 0.37 Made ground - - 

23002 Cut 0.9 0.46 Ditch   

23003 Fill - 0.22 Fill of 23002, soft, light 

blue grey, silty clay 

  

23004 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 23002, dark brown 

grey, silty clay 

  

23005 Fill - 0.2 Fill of 23002, mid orange 

grey, clay 

  

23006 Layer - 0.3 Made ground   

23007 Layer - 0.27 Buried soil   

23008 Layer - 0.29 Subsoil   

23009 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 231 

General description Orientation SW-NE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of deep, modern made 

ground deposits overlying a buried soil and the natural geology of 

clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 1.8 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23100 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

23101 Layer  - 1.3 Made ground - - 

23102 Layer - 0.5 Buried Soil  - - 

23103 Layer - - Natural   

 

Trench 232 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained a single possible treehole. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23200 Layer - <0.7 Topsoil - - 

23201 Layer  - <0.32 Subsoil - - 

23202 Layer - - Natural  - - 

23203 Cut 1.14 0.42 Treehole   
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23204 Fill - 0.42 Fill of 23203, dark grey 

silty clay 

  

23205 Fill - 0.28 Fill of 23203, light grey 

yellow, with light grey 

patches, silty clay 

Flint L. 

Neolithic 

 

Trench 233 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of deep, modern made 

ground deposits overlying a buried soil and the natural geology of 

clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 2.6 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23300 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

23301 Layer  - 2.00 Made ground - - 

23302 Layer - 0.35 Buried soil  - - 

23303 Layer - - Natural   

 

Trench 234 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23400 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

23401 Layer  - 0.3 Subsoil - - 

23402 Layer - - Natural  - - 

23403 Cut 0.6 0.35 Ditch   

23404 Fill - 0.35 Fill of 23403, light grey, 

silty clay 

  

 

Trench 235 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23500 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

23501 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 

23502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

23503 Cut 0.55 - Ditch (unexcavated)   

23504 Fill - - Fill of 23503, light grey, 

orange mottling, silty clay 

Pottery  BA/IA 
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Trench 236 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.4 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23600 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

23601 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

23602 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 237 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench contained a single ditch truncating the subsoil. Consists of 

topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23700 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

23701 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

23702 Cut 1.4 - Ditch (unexcavated)  - - 

23703 Fill - - Fill of 23702, soft, dark 

brown, silty clay 

  

23704 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 238 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23800 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil - - 

23801 Layer  - 0.2 Subsoil - - 

23802 Cut 0.7 -  Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

23803 Fill - - Fill of 23802, mid grey clay   

23804 Layer - - Natural - - 

 

Trench 239 

General description Orientation SW-NE 

Trench contained two ditches. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23900 Layer - 0. Topsoil - - 

23901 Layer  - 0. Subsoil - - 
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23902 Cut 0.95 - Ditch (unexcavated) - - 

23903 Fill - - Fill of 23902, mid grey clay 

with orange mottling 

  

23904 Cut 0.7 0.3 Ditch   

23905 Fill - 0.3 Fill of 23904, mid brownish 

grey with orange mottling, 

clay 

  

23906 Layer - - Natural   

 

Trench 240 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained two ditches, one was excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24000 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

24001 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil - - 

24002 Layer - - Natural  - - 

24003 Cut 1.24 0.19 Ditch - - 

24004 Fill - 0.19 Fill of 24003, soft dark 

greyish brown silty clay 

- - 

24005 Cut 0.46 - Ditch - - 

24006 Fill - - Fill of 24005, soft dark 

greyish brown silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 241 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24100 Layer - 0.2 Topsoil - - 

24101 Layer  - 0.3 Subsoil - - 

24102 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 242 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24200 Layer - 0.16 Topsoil - - 

24201 Layer  - 0.35 Subsoil - - 

24202 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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Trench 243 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.52 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24300 Layer - 0.23 Topsoil - - 

24301 Layer  - 0.29 Subsoil - - 

24302 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 244 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.53 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24400 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - - 

24401 Layer  - 0.29 Subsoil - - 

24402 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 245 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one ditch which was excavated. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.35 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24500 Layer - 0.17 Topsoil - - 

24501 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil - - 

24502 Layer - - Natural  - - 

24503 Cut 0.42 0.21 Ditch - - 

24504 Fill - 0.21 Fill of 24503, soft mid 

yellowish brown with grey 

mottling, silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 246 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24600 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil - - 

24601 Layer  - 0.24 Subsoil - - 

24602 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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Trench 247 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Contained a single ditch which was excavated. Consists of topsoil 

and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24700 Layer - 0.19 Topsoil - - 

24701 Layer  - 0.36 Subsoil - - 

24702 Layer - - Natural  - - 

24703 Cut  1.3 0.49 Ditch - - 

24704 Fill - 0.49 Fill of 24703, firm dark 

brownish grey silty clay 

- - 

 

Trench 248 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.66 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24800 Layer - 0.35 Topsoil - - 

24801 Layer  - 0.31 Subsoil - - 

24802 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 249 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying natural geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

24900 Layer - 0.29 Topsoil - - 

24901 Layer  - 0.13 Subsoil - - 

24902 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 

Trench 250 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Contained one ditch which was excavated and one pit which was 

not excavated. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 

geology of clay. 

Length (m) 50 

Width (m) 1.8 

Avg. depth (m) 0.48 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

25000 Layer - 0.19 Topsoil - - 

25001 Layer  - 0.29 Subsoil - - 

25002 Cut 0.13 0.12 Ditch - - 

25003 Fill - 0.12 Fill of 25003, soft light 

greyish yellow silty clay 

- - 
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25004 Cut  1.1 - Pit (unexcavated) - - 

25005 Fill - - Fill of 25004 - - 

25006 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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APPENDIX B FINDS REPORTS 

B.1 Pottery 

By Edward Biddulph  

Introduction  

 Pottery from the evaluation was sorted into context groups and counted and weighed 

(in grammes). A total of 909 sherds, weighing 9774g, was recovered. The groups were 

rapidly scanned in order to characterise the composition and condition of the pottery, 

and identify diagnostic forms and fabrics, allowing the group to be dated. Fabrics were 

assigned standard pottery codes (Booth 2014), and where possible, forms were 

referenced to established corpora (eg Young 1977). Fabrics noted during the scan are 

listed in Table 1. It should be stressed, however, that identifications are not 

comprehensive, and fuller recording is likely to reveal more fabrics or refine 

identifications already made. 

Fabric/ware code Description 

A11 South Spanish (Dressel 20) amphora (BAT AM 1) 

B11 Dorset black-burnished ware (DOR BB 1) 

B30 Black-burnished type ware 

C10 Shelly ware 

E80 Late Iron Age/early Roman grog-tempered fabrics (SOB GT) 

E30 Late Iron Age/early Roman coarse sandy fabrics 

F52 Nene Valley colour-coated ware (LNV CC) 

F60 Red/brown colour-coated ware 

M22 Oxfordshire white ware mortaria (OXF WH) 

O10 Fine oxidised wares 

O11 Oxfordshire fine oxidised ware (OXF FR) 

O20 Sandy oxidised wares 

O21 Oxfordshire sandy oxidised ware 

O40 Severn Valley oxidised wares (SVW OX 2) 

O80 Coarse tempered oxidised wares 

O81 Pink-grogged ware (PNK GT) 

R10 Fine reduced wares 

R21 Coarse sandy Oxfordshire reduced ware 

R30 Medium sandy reduced wares 

R46 Nene Valley grey ware 

R90 Coarse tempered reduced ware 

S30 Central Gaulish samian ware (LEZ SA 2) 

W10 Fine white ware 

W22 Oxfordshire sandy white ware 

Z20 Medieval wares 

Z30 Post-medieval wares 

Table 1: Pottery fabrics identified in recording. Codes in brackets from Tomber and 

Dore 1998 
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Assemblage composition  

 The earliest pottery was recovered from contexts 22211 and 23504 (Table 2). The flint-

tempered pottery from the groups cannot be closely dated, but is likely to belong to 

the Bronze Age or Iron Age. Middle Iron Age pottery was collected from contexts 18604 

and 18605, both fills of ditch 18603, and accounted for 5% of the assemblage by sherd 

count. The pottery is limestone-tempered, and forms include bowls or jars with simple 

everted rims. A heavily burnt sherd from the lower wall of a vessel from context 18604 

may be a crucible, though no internal residues were seen. 

 Pottery from contexts spot-dated to the late Iron Age or early Roman period (c 50 BC-

AD 100) accounted for 3% of the assemblage by sherd count, though most was from a 

single deposit, context 18205, a fill of ditch 18203. The pottery was dominated by grog-

tempered fabrics (E80), with small amounts of sandy fabrics (E30) also identified. No 

forms were recorded by rim, though much of the material is likely to belong to jars.  

 Some 43% of the assemblage by sherd count was from context groups spot-dated to 

the 2nd century (c AD 120-220), the pottery perhaps leaning towards the second half 

of the 2nd century than the second quarter. Among the more diagnostic pottery are 

Central Gaulish samian (S30) dishes (Drag. 18/31 and 31) and cup form Drag. 33, 

Oxford white ware mortaria (M22), pink-grogged ware (O81) from the area of Stowe 

in Buckinghamshire, Dorset black-burnished ware (B11), beakers in Nene Valley colour-

coated ware (F52), South Spanish amphorae (A11), bag-shaped beakers in fine 

reduced ware (R10), and bead or flanged rim dishes in medium sandy reduced wares 

(R30). Oxidised ware, both fine (O11) and sandy (O21), were also present, and are 

likely to have arrived from the Oxford region. Necked jars were recorded in O21, and 

a footring base of a dish copying a samian ware prototype was seen in O11. A body 

sherd from a colour-coated ware (F60) beaker with roughcast decoration is also of 

interest. Its source is uncertain, but Colchester is a possibility. 

 Two context groups comprised pottery that dated after AD 200, though together 

accounted for 28% of the entire assemblage by sherd count. Context 6904, fill of ditch 

6903, contained a dish in fabric B11 with a curved flange and slight bead, a form dated 

to the 3rd century AD (Gillam 1976, fig. 3, nos 43/4). A larger assemblage collected 

from cobble surface 22809 is dated to the mid 3rd century or later on account of a tall 

bead and flanged mortarium in fabric M22 (Young 1977, type M18), but otherwise the 

remaining pottery from the group, which includes S30, O81, A11, and a bead or 

flanged rim dish in R30, fits a later 2nd century date, and it is possible that the 

mortarium is intrusive. 

 The mortarium apart, no groups or pottery were dated exclusively to the late Roman 

period. Indeed, the absence of late Roman pottery, in particular Oxford red colour-

coated ware, is notable, and suggests that deposition did not continue far into the 

second half of the 3rd century AD.  

Status  

 The assemblage was dominated by coarse wares and utilitarian forms – jars and bowls. 

However, imported ware, notably samian and amphora, reached the site, and a range 

of table wares – dishes, beakers and flagons, for instance – were recorded in local or 
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regional wares. The pottery indicates that inhabitants had access to a diverse range of 

pottery, presumably benefitting from the settlement’s proximity to Alchester, and 

suggests familiarity with continentally-inspired food preparation and dining practices.  

Distribution and condit ion  

 The assemblage was largely recovered from evaluation trenches in the southern half 

of the site. There was, nevertheless, a degree of chronological patterning in the 

distribution of the pottery. The middle Iron Age and late Iron Age/early Roman pottery 

was concentrated in the trenches in the south-eastern part of the site (eg trenches 

186, 190, 182 and 184). The middle Roman pottery (c AD 120-250), on the other hand, 

was recovered mainly from the south-western part of the site (eg trenches 204, 224 

and 228). This was also where the Bronze Age/Iron Age pottery was found.  

 The distribution points to a degree of continuity in the focus of settlement and/or 

pottery deposition from the middle Iron Age into the early Roman period, and suggests 

that the focus of the early and later Roman activity shifted over time. 

 The mean sherd weight (weight / sherd count) of the assemblage is 10.7g, which 

indicates that overall the assemblage is fairly fragmented, with many small sherds 

being present. However, the figure hides a wide range of values, from 0.7g in context 

6804, thanks largely to an extremely degraded and crumbly samian ware dish, to 100g 

in context 20407, which contained relatively heavy amphora body sherds. Pottery 

groups also varied in size, ranging from 1 sherd to 229 sherds. 

 Given that large groups containing fairly well preserved pottery were recovered from 

the site, and that some patterning in the distribution of the pottery is apparent, the 

assemblage as a whole is reasonably coherent, with much the pottery likely to have 

been deposited close to areas of use and initial discard. 

Context Count Weight (g) Comments Date 

904 1 1 R30 body sherd 43-410 

2004 1 6 E80 body sherd LIA/43-100 

2504 1 7 S30 plain body sherd 120-200 

4304 1 21 R30 base sherd from ?bowl. Fabric contains 

grog 

43-200 

6104 2 110 R90 storage jar body sherds in coarse grog-

tempered fabrics 

43-410 

6704 8 79 R30 jar base, R10 jar/beaker base 43-410 

6804 83 60 S30 Drag. 18/31. Extremely crumbly, with 

flaky surfaces, hence sherd count and weight. 

Also present: O20 body sherds, R90 

fragments (23 sherds, 31g) 

120-150 

6806 10 11 R30 body sherd, E80/R90 fragments 43-410 

6808 59 70 F52 beaker base and body sherds; R30 body 

sherds 

150-400 

6901 8 59 Body sherds: O80, O10, ?R46; R10 plain-

rimmed dish 

150-400 

6904 25 124 B11 rim and body sherds from dropped 

flange dish (Gillam 43/44?) 

200-410 
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Context Count Weight (g) Comments Date 

6908 3 24 R30 base, ?W22 100-410 

7004 1 3 R30 43-410 

7010 1 2 R10 43-410 

7204 1 4 Z30 body sherd Post-med 

7308 1 2 O tiny body sherd 43-410 

10704 1 17 O20 lower body sherd of ?jar. Fabric contains 

rounded clear and pink quartz grains (as in 

Oxford fabrics) and conspicuous pink-red 

grog/clay pellets 

43-410 

12307 3 17 R10 beaker/jar rim, O80 43-410 

12608 3 206 O80, possibly O81, storage jar body sherds 150-410 

15703 1 5 O20 43-410 

17004 98 826 S Drag. 31R (rim diameter c 250mm), S30 

(Drag. 33), F60 orange-brown fabric, brown 

slip, once roughcast, poss. Colchester, O80 

storage jar, O81, O21 necked jar, R30 wide-

mouthed jar, R10 necked jar, C10 ovoid jar, 

B11, ?O40 

160-200 

17007 7 25 O20 base 43-410 

17009 2 10 O20, R30 body sherds 43-410 

17011 2 3 ?O40 body sherd 43-410 

17013 7 130 O81, ?O40, R30, R90 body sherds 150-350 

18104 2 64 R90 43-410 

18205 25 94 E80, E30 body and base sherds LIA/43-100 

18404 2 24 E80 base sherds LIA/43-100 

18604 17 265 Handmade everted rim jar or bowl in L 

(limestone) fabric; ?bowl with everted rim in 

L fabric, burnt; coarse grog-tempered fabric; 

thick walled sandy sherd of ?bowl, heavily 

burnt - crucible? No residue 

MIA 

18605 28 234 Body sherds in limestone/shell-tempered 

fabrics, some with internal carbonised 

residue; sandy fabric 

MIA 

19003 1 13 Body sherd in grog-tempered fabric MIA/LIA 

19801 1 6 Z20 body sherd Medieval 

19808 1 2 R10 43-410 

20403 123 1200 S30 Drag. 31, F52 beaker base, R30 flange-

rimmed dish, ?M22 spout, O11 footring dish 

base copying samian prototype, O80/O81 

storage jar, B30 cooking pot type with short 

everted rim, O20 flanged-rim, curving-sided 

bowl 

150-200 

20407 4 400 A11, S30, R30 body sherds 120-200 

20411 31 432 S30, O81, M22, R30, O20 body sherds, R21 

wide-mouthed jar 

150-200 

20412 1 6 R30 bead-rimmed jar 43-150 
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Context Count Weight (g) Comments Date 

21109 10 129 R90 storage jar rim 43-410 

21307 1 1 O chip Undated 

22211 1 18 Flint-tempered body sherd BA/IA 

22411 37 454 S30 Drag. 18/31, O10 bag-shaped beaker, 

R30 dish, ?W12 beaker base 

120-150 

22413 8 71 W10, R30 body sherds, O80 coarse grog-

tempered fabric with trace of yellow 

??glaze/slip on interior surface 

43-410 

22708 4 113 O80 storage jar body sherds 43-410 

22804 20 47 O10, O20, R30 43-410 

22805 2 6 O30, R30 body sherds 43-410 

22807 2 15 O81, E80 body sherds 150-350 

22809 229 4074 A11 body sherds, one with lead rivet; R90 

storage jar, O81, S30 Drag. 33, Drag. 31 base, 

stamped Drag. 33 base (PRISC[…] - Priscus iii 

(AD 155-200) or Priscinus i (AD 13-160), O20 

wide-mouthed jar, R30 flanged dish, M22 

Young M18 

240-260 

22810 17 118 R10 bag-shaped beaker, R30 wide-mouthed 

jar, O20 body sherd 

120-200 

22812 11 163 O81, R30 body sherds, O10 flagon shoulder or 

neck, Z30 (1 sherd, ?intrusive) 

150-350 

23504 1 3 Flint-tempered body sherd BA/IA 

Table 2: Prehistoric, Roman and post-Roman pottery 
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B.2 Ceramic building material 

By Edward Biddulph  

B.2.1 The ceramic building material (CBM) was counted and weighed (in grammes) within 

context groups. A total of 13 pieces, weighing 3981g, were recovered (Table 3).  

B.2.2 Diagnostic pieces among the Roman material included a fragment of a flange from a 

tegula roof tile (context 22809) and fragments of plain flat tiles between 16mm and 

25mm thick, which may also belong to tegulae. The CBM indicates that a building or 

buildings with a tiled roof existed in the vicinity of the site, but not necessarily within 

the site itself, as the material may have been brought to the site to be reused in other 

features, such as hearths and ovens.  

B.2.3 The assemblage included two bricks from structure 18910 (context 18905), a brick kiln. 

One was complete, the other half-complete, but both were consistent with British 

standard size – 211mm x 100mm x 60mm – and of 18th or 19th century date. A corner 

of a flat roof tile, complete with peg hole, was recovered from context 20403. The 

piece is medieval or post-medieval in date, but likely to be intrusive, as the remaining 

CBM and the pottery from the deposit is Roman.  

Context Count Weight (g) Description 

18905 1 2221 Structure 18910. Complete brick, unfrogged. Pale 

orange, medium sandy fabric. 211x100x60mm 

18905 1 1224 Building 18910. Incomplete brick, c 50% present. 

Unfrogged. >130 x 100 x 60mm. Red-orange sandy and 

argillaceous fabric. All but one surface has glazed 

deposit visible 

22809 1 44 Fragment of tegula flange; clay pellet inclusions, 

occasional sand 

20403 7 328 Corner fragment of peg/roof tile, 15mm thick, in 

orange-red sandy fabric; other flat tiles 20mm and 

25mm thick 

20411 1 89 Undiagnostic fragment, c 23mm thick, red-brown sandy 

fabric. Irregular surfaces, no edges surviving 

22809 2 75 Corner fragment of flat tile, c 16mm thick, coarse buff 

sandy fabric; 1 fragment in sandy red-brown fabric, 

12mm thick 

Total 13 3981  

Table 3: Ceramic building material 
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B.3 Fired clay 

By Edward Biddulph  

B.3.1 The fired clay was sorted into context groups and counted and weighed (in grammes). 

A total of 365 fragments, weighing 3811g, was recovered from the site (Table 4). Much 

of the assemblage (317 fragments, 3326g) was collected in bulk samples. None of the 

material was intrinsically datable, but some came from deposits dated by pottery to 

the Iron Age and Roman period. 

B.3.2 The assemblage was largely characterised by small amorphous fragments. Fabrics 

generally comprised fine clay with clay pellets and occasional quartz sand inclusions. 

Voids denoting organic inclusions were also recorded.  

B.3.3 Rod-like wattle impressions between c 10mm and 30mm wide survived in fragments 

from context 4106 and 22804, and identify the fragments as daub. Other fragments, 

for instance from contexts 2405, 13404, 18603, 18605, 21804, 22307 and 22805, were 

fired red, black or white, probably having been incorporated into the wall of ovens or 

hearths.  

Context Count Weight (g) Description 

2405 2 3 Undiagnostic fragments 

2405 100 936 Sample 1002. Amorphous fragments; generally buff, 

but some reddening, probably from burning 

4106 25 86 Amorphous fragments in dark grey/black 

argillaceous fabrics; hint of rod-like impressions, c 

20mm wide in clay 

4106 100 1040 Sample 1001. Amorphous fragments in argillaceous 

fabric with sand and organic inclusions. Buff or dark 

grey in colour. Occasional rod impressions, one c 

10mm wide, another c 30mm wide 

13404 50 1164 Sample 2004. Amorphous fragments; generally buff, 

but some reddening, probably from burning 

17004 9 20 Sample 17004. Amorphous orange-brown fragments  

18104 2 4 Sample 2000. Amorphous fragments 

18603 10 69 Amorphous fragments in sandy and argillaceous 

fragments; patchy pink, black and white in colour, 

having been burnt. From oven? 

18605 25 87 Sample 2002. Amorphous fragments; white and pink 

in colour 

20411 3 13 Sample 2005. Amorphous fragments; dark grey 

21804 1 6 Amorphous fragment in orange-brown sandy fabric, 

blackened in one area, probably from burning 

22307 7 17 Sample 1005. Amorphous fragments; one dark grey, 

others ?burnt red and buff 

22804 1 32 Piece in argillaceous fabric with remains of two 

surfaces and semi-circular impression, probably from 

rod c 20mm wide 

22805 2 4 Amorphous fragments in sandy fabric; trace of 

reddening from burning 
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Context Count Weight (g) Description 

22809 6 147 Undiagnostic fragments; 1 fragment is grog/clay 

pellet tempered with flat surface 

22810 1 138 Flattish fragment with three irregular surfaces 

surviving; c 30mm thick; orange-red fabric with sand 

and clay pellet/grog inclusions 

23204 21 45 Sample 1004. Amorphous fragments; dark grey and 

buff in colour 

Total 365 3811  

Table 4: Fired clay 
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B.4 Flint 

By Michael Donnelly  

Description  

 A small assemblage of 16 pieces of struck flint was recovered from this large 

evaluation. Despite its small size, the assemblage included a number of interesting 

pieces and showed a marked concentration of flintwork at the western end of the 

evaluation area. 

 The assemblage consisted of six flakes, four blade forms, a crested bladelet, two cores 

and three tools.  These pieces were largely recovered as topsoil/subsoil finds or 

recovered from the surface of the natural. The flints were largely undiagnostic but 

many are likely to be early prehistoric in date. One diagnostic piece was recovered and 

represented a fine example of a chisel arrowhead of late Neolithic date. 

 The flints were in a very mixed state with some fresh pieces with light cortication 

alongside some very heavily corticated or iron stained flints in poor condition. Ditch 

22210 was the only feature that contained more than one flint and this had a very 

mixed assemblage with one quite fresh piece, two burnt examples and one edge 

damaged and heavily corticated bladelet core. This piece represented an opposed 

platform bladelet core with intersecting platforms at its distal end that could be 

viewed of as representing a form of dihedral burin, although this is not certain. In 

either case, this piece would be early prehistoric in date. This feature also contained a 

probable keeled core, although the piece is quite heavily burnt and may in fact be a 

form of hammerstone. 

 Several other features in the same area contained flints. Ditch 21209, subsoil 22401, 

ditch 22505 and Roman layer 22809 all contained single flakes, while subsoil 1301 and 

pit 22811 contained blades. The blade from pit 22811 was a large and very heavily iron 

stained example that could be very early in date. 

 Two tools were also recovered from this western concentration. Trench 229 yielded a 

broken scraper from its topsoil while treehole 23203 in Trench 232 contained a fine 

example of a chisel arrowhead in very good condition. 

 The remaining four flints were scattered around the central and eastern parts of the 

evaluation but, while they are dispersed, they were all early in form. One fine partially 

crested bladelet was recovered from the surface of the natural in Trench 73 while a 

saw formed on a core rejuvenation flake was recovered from the same horizon in 

trench 25. In addition to this, blade forms were recovered from the subsoil in Trenches 

56 and 194. 

 This small assemblage would appear to indicate a very limited potential for prehistoric 

flint-related activity at Wretchwick Green. However, there is a clear concentration in 

material moving away from the low lying ground at the western edge of site and it is 

possible that more intense flint-related activity may be encountered here.  In addition 

to this, several of the finds recovered are not typical of casual losses, cores and core 

maintenance pieces such as the crested bladelet or re-used rejuvenation flake are 

rarely found in isolation and are more common as part of intensive knapping scatters. 
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It is quite probable that such scatters once existed in the evaluation area and the 

chance of encountering one or more of these during any further works must be 

considered. 

Methodology  

 The artefacts were catalogued according to OA South's standard system of broad 

artefact/debitage type (Anderson-Whymark 2013; Bradley 1999), general condition 

noted and dating was attempted where possible. The assemblage was catalogued 

directly onto an Open Office spreadsheet. During the assessment additional 

information on condition (rolled, abraded, fresh and degree of cortication), and state 

of the artefact (burnt, broken, or visibly utilised) was also recorded. Retouched pieces 

were classified according to standard morphological descriptions (eg Bamford 1985, 

72-77; Healy 1988, 48-9; Bradley 1999). Technological attribute analysis was initially 

undertaken and included the recording of butt and termination type (Inizan et al. 

1999), flake type (Harding 1990), hammer mode (Onhuma and Bergman 1982), and 

the presence of platform edge abrasion. 

Context Type Sub-type Notes Date 

1301 Blade Inner Proximal segment EPH 

2502 Saw Inner core rejuvenation 

flake 

Medium saw-lie 

denticulations along left 

edge, rejuvenated at 180 

degrees 

EPH 

5601 Blade Inner Proximal segment EPH 

7302 Crested 

bladelet 

Partial single crest on 

inner bladelet 

Very regular executed partial 

crest 

EPH 

19401 Bladelet Inner Distal segment, very regular EPH 

21210 Flake Side trimming   

22211 Bladelet 

core 

Opposed platform Possibility that it has been 

reused as a dihedral burin at 

its distal margin 

EPH 

22211 Flake core Keeled Could be a hammerstone but 

heavily burnt 

 

22211 Flakes x 2 Inner & preparation Inner is burnt and distal 

segment 

 

22401 Flake Inner   

22506 Flake Misc trimming Mesial segment heavily burnt  

22809 Flake Inner Thin regular flake EPH 

22810 Blade Inner Possibly very old, badly edge 

damaged and iron stained 

EPH 

22900 Scraper 

fragment 

Inner flake Proximal segment with steep 

retouch down surviving left 

edge 

 

23205 Chisel 

arrowhead 

Side trimming flake Fine and fresh example with 

very regular retouch ventral 

proximal edge 

Late 

Neo 

Table 5: Flint 
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B.5 Stone 

By Ruth Shaffrey  

 A total of four pieces of stone were retained and submitted for analysis. These 

comprise one unworked piece of stone (22812) that can now be discarded, a 

perforated stone (17004) and two quern fragments. The perforated stone is a piece of 

shelly limestone with a neat circular hole of 5mm diameter. It is now of a very irregular 

shape but was probably a roof-stone originally.  

 A small fragment of flat-topped rotary quern weighing 709g and with neat pecking all 

over was recovered from context 22809. The grinding surface is flat but has been worn 

uniformly smooth right to the circumference (whilst allowing the pecking still to be 

visible). The eye does not remain but the quern measures 300mm diameter x 45mm 

maximum thickness and it is made from a pink quartzitic sandstone, possibly Old Red 

Sandstone. 

 A thick fragment of quern could be from either a saddle quern, grinding stone or rotary 

quern because it now retains a flat pecked surface, worn quite smooth and what looks 

like part of shaped edge and base (22704). It measures 89mm thick and is made from 

a gritty feldspathic sandstone, possibly Millstone Grit although it would require further 

analysis to be sure as it is of an atypical type. 

 The querns are indicative of domestic activity. The fragment from 22809 is Roman in 

date, whilst that from 22704 could be Neolithic or more likely Bronze Age through to 

Roman in date. The perforated stone, if it is from a roof-stone, could be Roman or post-

Roman in date. 
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B.6 Metalwork 

By Ian Scott  

 There are 13 metal objects (25 frags), including six hobnails and four nails, from six 

contexts. Five hobnails (9 frags) and two nails were recovered sample 2003 from 

context 17004. There was also a small undiagnostic iron fragment from the same 

context. Non-ferrous objects were a small circular copper alloy object from context 

20801 and a lead plug or ceramic repair from context 20403. The only finds from 

context 2404 are seven small amorphous fragments (No. 1), which are not included in 

the quantification of metal objects.  

 The hobnails and nails from Context 17004, and possibly the lead plug from context 

20403 are the most interesting objects and indicative of the potential presence of 

Roman material.   

Context 2404 Amorphous fragments (x 7), non-metallic iron, not magnetic. 

(Not included in quantification of metal objects.) 

Context 20403 Nail, possible with flat circular of sub-rectangular head, 

incomplete. Not measured. 

Lead plug, probable pottery repair. 24mm x 20mm Th: 10mm. 

Sf 2002 

Context 20801 Small circular object, flat on one face, slightly raised flat centre 

on the other face. Evidence of fe (magnetic) on one part of its 

edge.  Function uncertain. D: 15mm x 16mm. Sf 2001 

Context 22809  Nail with T head, incomplete. Not measured. 

Context 17004  Hobnails x4; hobnail stems x4 (=8 frags). Sample <2003> 

Nail with flat circular head, encrusted and incomplete. Fe. 

Sample <2003> 

  Nail with small L-shaped head, incomplete. Fe. Sample <2003> 

 Undiagnostic fe fragment. Sample <2003>. Not included in 

quantification of metal objects. 

Context 20411  Hobnail. Sample <2005> 

   Nail with T-head, incomplete and encrusted. Sample <2005> 
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B.7 Glass 

By Ian Scott  

 There is a single piece of vessel glass (Sf 2000) from context 20113. This a small rim 

sherd in deep cobalt blue from Roman pillar molded bowl. In Britain pillar molded 

bowls are generally dated c AD 43 to the end of the 1st century. They occur quite 

widely in Britain.  
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APPENDIX C ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS 

C.1 Environmental samples 

By Sharon Cook  

Introduction  

 Fourteen samples were taken from various deposits that showed signs of charred plant 

or possible waterlogged material being present. Two samples (samples 1000 and 

1003) were described in a separate report for the medieval area of the site (Cook 

2017). This report deals with the remaining samples. 

 

Sample 

No 

Context 

No 

Feature 

No 

Feature 

Type 

Trench 

No 

Volume 

(l) 

Period Flot Volume 

(ml) 

1001 4106 4105 Single fill of 

ditch 

41 38 undated 300 

1002 2405 2403 Single fill of 

pit 

24 40 undated 200 

1004 23204 23203 Upper fill of 

pit 

232 40 Possible 

Late 

Neolithic 

175 

1005 22307 22306 Single fill of 

pit 

223 27 Possible 

Roman 

2500 

1006 22218 22203 Lower fill of 

ditch 

222 1 Possible 

Roman 

10 

1007 22211 22210 Single fill of 

ditch 

222 36 BA/IA 100 

2000 18104 18103 Single fill of 

ditch 

181 34 Roman 50 

2001 18607 18603 Lower fill of 

ditch 

186 1 MIA 10 

2002 18605 18603 Upper fill of 

ditch 

186 40 MIA 125 

2003 17004 17005 Single fill of 

pit 

170 40 Mid 

Roman 

100 

2004 13404 13403 Single fill of 

ditch 

134 40 undated 40 

2005 20411 20404 Upper fill of 

ditch 

204 36 Mid 

Roman 

25 

Table 6: List of environmental samples 

 

Methodology  

 All samples taken for retrieval of charred plant remains (CPR) were processed by water 

flotation using a modified Siraf style machine. The flots were collected on a 250µm 

mesh and the heavy residues sieved to 500µm; both were dried in a heated room, 

after which the residues were sorted by eye for artefacts, which were extracted where 
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appropriate. The dried flots were scanned using a binocular microscope at 

approximately x 10 magnification. CPR flots were scanned in their entirety if less than 

100ml in volume, for larger flots 100ml only was scanned.  Samples 1006 and 2001 

were taken from deposits believed to be waterlogged. A 1 litre subsample for each was 

hand floated (washover technique), with both the flots and residues collected on 

250µm and retained wet. Roughly one quarter of each waterlogged flot was examined 

and tabulated. Plant nomenclature follows Stace (2010). 

Results  

Sample Context Comments Finds 

1001 4106 Mostly modern roots. Some charcoal large and 

robust although encrusted. May be suitable for 

wood species identification. No other CPR noted. 

Fired Clay 

1002 2405 25% modern roots. Charcoal large and robust 

although encrusted. May be suitable for wood 

species identification. No other CPR noted. 

Fired Clay 

1004 23204 50% modern roots. Charcoal large and robust 

although encrusted. May be suitable for wood 

species identification. No other CPR noted. 

Fired Clay 

1005 22307 Charcoal large and robust although encrusted. 

Contains material suitable for wood species 

identification. No other CPR noted. Occasional 

modern roots, contains some burnt/fired clay 

fragments. 

Fired Clay 

1006 22218 Occasional small charcoal not suitable for wood 

species identification. Material is a mix of modern 

roots and fibrous waterlogged plant material. No 

identifiable waterlogged plant remains 

- 

1007 22211 Mostly modern roots. Charcoal small and not 

suitable for wood species identification. CPR 

fragmented and in poor condition with badly 

damaged exteriors. 2 glume base fragments, 1 

unidentifiable cereal grain, 1 grass seed, 

Pottery 

2000 18104 Mostly modern roots, charcoal small and not 

suitable for wood species identification. Grains 

fragmented and in poor condition. 8 unidentifiable 

cereal grains, 1 oat/brome(Avena/Bromus), 1 grass 

seed. 

Fired Clay, 

Pottery 

2001 18607 Occasional small charcoal not suitable for wood 

species identification. Material is a mix of modern 

roots and fibrous waterlogged plant material. 

Contains wood fragments and waterlogged seeds. 

Seeds are damaged and in some cases missing 

elements. 27 wild seeds in scanned portion 

including, knotweed (Polygonaceae), rushes (Juncus 

sp.), goosefoot (Chenopodium sp.), sedges (Carex 

sp.), possible lady’s-mantles (cf Alchemilla), vetch 

(Vicia sp.), and possible nightshade (cf Solanum).  

- 
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Sample Context Comments Finds 

2002 18605 Mostly modern roots. Charcoal mostly small, 

however some fragments may be suitable for wood 

species identification. 16 unidentified cereal grains, 

12 wheat grains (Triticum sp.), 5 glume base 

fragments, 1 legume half <2mm (Vicia/Lathyrus), 1 

bedstraw (Galium sp.), 3 mallow (Malva sp.), 1 

hazelnut shell fragment (Corylus avellana), 2 

unidentifiable wild seeds. 

Mammal 

Bone, Pottery, 

Fired Clay 

2003 17004 Mostly modern roots. Charcoal small and not 

suitable for wood species identification. CPR 

fragmented and in poor condition with badly 

damaged exteriors. 100+ glume base fragments, 42 

unidentifiable cereal grains, 14 wheat grains 

(Triticum sp.), 7 oat/brome(Avena/Bromus), 1 grass 

seed, 3 knotweed (Polygonaceae), 2 unidentifiable 

wild seeds. 

Mammal 

Bone, Pottery, 

Fired Clay, 

Iron Objects 

2004 13404 Mostly modern roots. Charcoal small and not 

suitable for wood species identification. No other 

CPR noted. 

Fired Clay 

2005 20411 Mostly modern roots. Charcoal small and not 

suitable for wood species identification. CPR 

fragmented and in poor condition with badly 

damaged exteriors. 37 glume base fragments, 62 

unidentifiable cereal grains, 9 wheat grains (Triticum 

sp.), 2 grass seeds, 5 unidentified wild seeds. 

Pottery, Fired 

Clay, Iron 

Object 

Table 7: Results of environmental analysis 

Discussion  

 The dried (CPR) flots are largely composed of modern root material making their sizes 

artificially large, in fact most contain a small quantity of charcoal with the exception of 

sample 1005 which consists of charcoal with only a small quantity of rooting material. 

 Samples 1001, 1002, 1006 and 2004 contain very little charred material. While some 

charcoal may be large enough for wood species identification, further analysis would 

only be justified if the features were dated. 

 The flot (1004) from the possibly late Neolithic pit fill (23204) includes only modern 

root and charcoal, the latter large enough for species identification if the deposit is 

securely phased. Further identification has not been attempted at this time.  

 Sample 1007 contains material in largely poor and fragmented condition. As the 

sample originates within a ditch fill it is likely that the condition is a result of secondary 

deposition, although the clay matrix may also be responsible for some of the observed 

damage. 

 Samples 2001 and 2002 originate from the upper and lower fills of the same ditch. The 

upper fill is largely as expected from an Iron Age context with the wheat grains 

observed most likely to be Triticum spelta, although the glume base fragments are too 

small and fragmented to make a firm identification.  Hazelnut shells are not typically 
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found in Iron Age contexts although they are occasionally present; here the small size 

of the fragment indicates that it may be residual. The lower fill is rich in wild plant 

seeds typically found in damp and waste places such as the side of a permanently wet 

ditch or boggy area. While their condition is fairly poor their presence demonstrates 

that waterlogged material can survive in an identifiable condition on this site and this 

should be borne in mind in any future excavation. 

 Sample 1005 has been provisionally dated as Roman due to its position in relation to 

other features on the site. While this sample is extremely rich in charcoal it appears to 

contain little other charred material. It is possible that comparative work could be 

carried out with other clearly dated features in the future if firmer dating is required. 

 Samples 2000 and 2005 both originate within ditch fills while sample 2003 is from the 

single fill of a pit. All three samples contain similar material to that observed within 

the Iron Age contexts with the wheat grains observed again most likely to be Triticum 

spelta, although the glume base fragments are too small and broken up to make a firm 

identification. As with the earlier samples the wild seeds observed would appear to be 

either crop contaminants or wild plants growing on the periphery of the inhabited 

area. 

Conclusion  

 With the exception of sample 1005 the flots from this site contain only small quantities 

of charred material, which is not unexpected as the majority of features sampled were 

ditch fills which often contain only accidental deposits, largely the result of manuring 

fields using settlement waste, or the inclusion of wind-blown material. The poor 

condition of the more delicate material such as cereal grains and small wild seeds may 

be a combination of this form of deposition and the preservation issues caused by 

expansion and contraction of the clay soils during periods of wetting and drying. 

 The charred material in the samples from Roman and Iron Age contexts is 

compositionally very similar which suggests a continuation of farming regime even 

when the focus of settlement moved over time.  
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C.2 Animal bone 

By Lee G.  Broderick  

 A total of 205 animal bones were recovered from the site, 152 specimens were 

collected by hand and mostly (76.9%) from contexts dated to the middle Iron Age by 

ceramic seriation.  

 Of the 53 specimens obtained from environmental samples (sieved at 10mm, 4mm 

and 2mm fractions), 24 were from Roman contexts (17004) and (18104) and were 

mostly unidentified, although a caprines (sheep – Ovis aries and/or goat – Capra 

hircus) tooth was present. Five specimens from (18104) had been burned. The other 

29 specimens were from middle Iron context (18605), including one cattle (Bos taurus 

taurus) tooth and five caprine specimens (two teeth, a mandible and two tibiae 

fragments). As will be outlined below, these samples in themselves do little to alter 

our understanding of the site except suggesting that the proportion of medium 

(sheep/goat sized) mammals may be even greater than large (cow/horse sized) 

mammals than the hand-collected assemblage suggests. This is a typical sampling bias 

of hand-collection. 

 The condition of the specimens was variable, with half of them being in moderate 

condition (Lyman 1996, stage 3) and a third being in poor or very poor condition 

(Lyman stages 4 & 5). Cattle and caprines were the most commonly identified species 

from the middle Iron Age. Both of these species were represented by cranial and fore- 

and hindlimb elements. Also present at this time were horse (Equus caballus) and dog 

(Canis familiaris). These came from contexts 18604 and 18605 and were in better 

condition than many bones from the site (Lyman stage 2), suggesting a different 

taphonomic pathway. It is also worth noting that the dog bone – a left tibia – was the 

only specimen recovered from dated contexts to exhibit butchery marks, in this case 

several oblique cutmarks on the medial side of the distal end. These marks would be 

consistent with disarticulation of the lower leg, perhaps for skinning, since the foot 

bones are often left attached to the hide. 

 Cattle and horse were also present on the site in the Roman period, as was pig (Sus 

scrofa domesiticus), represented by a single scapula. 

 

  MIA 

LIA/AD43

-100 

AD43-

150 

AD120

-200 

AD160

-200 

AD240

-260 

AD43-

410 Undated 

domestic 

cattle 9 1       1 1 2 

domestic 

cattle?               1 

caprine 10               

caprine? 1               

pig             1   

horse 3   1           

dog 1               
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medium 

mammal 21               

large 

mammal 57     10   8 2 2 

Total 

NISP 102 1 1 10 0 9 4 5 

Total NSP 118 1 1 10 3 9 4 6 

Table 8: Total NISP (Number of Identified SPecimens) and NSP (Number of SPecimens) 

of the material collected by hand. 

 

 Butchery marks Gnawed Burnt Ageing data 

domestic cattle  1  6 

domestic cattle? 1    

caprine  2  2 

caprine?  1   

horse    3 

dog 1    

indet.   5  

Total 2 4 5 11 

Table 9: Non-species data recorded for specimens from the site. 

 

Context NSP Mass (g) 

0 1 0 

17004 3 12 

17009 1 8 

17801 1 60 

18104 3 19 

18106 3 64 

18205 1 10 

18604 60 992 

18605 58 298 

20412 1 133 

20507 1 14 

22809 9 74 

22810 10 44 

Table10: NSP and total mass of specimens per context. 
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APPENDIX E             SITE SUMMARY DETAILS 

 

Site name: Wretchwick Green, Bicester, Oxfordshire 

 

Site code: BIWG 16 

 

Grid Reference SP 6024 2139 

 

Type: Evaluation 

 

Date and duration: 10 weeks from 14th March to 23rd May 2017 

 

Area of Site 114 ha 

 

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead, 

Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire Museum 

Service in due course under the accession number OXCMS:2017.50. 

 

Summary of Results: 

Between 14th March and 23rd May 2017, Oxford Archaeology undertook a trial trench 

evaluation within the boundary of a proposed development in advance of determination 

of a planning application (Planning ref: 16/00053/SO). The site is centred on SP 6024 2139 

to the south-east of Bicester, Oxfordshire. The deserted medieval village (DMV) of 

Wretchwick borders the western boundary of the site. 

In total, 251 trenches were excavated, providing an approximate 2% sample by area of the 

114ha site. The trenches were located to target specific geophysical anomalies and to also 

provide a representative sample of the 'blank' areas. Trenches 1, 2, 3 and 251, which 

demonstrated evidence for the south-east extent of the medieval settlement, have been 

reported on separately and are not included in this document. 

Archaeological remains were identified in approximately 75% of the trenches. Ditches were 

the predominant feature type to be encountered, with very few discrete features. Three 

distinct concentrations of activity were identified in the southern half of the site. 

Area 1 overlapping the boundary between the north-east end of Field V and the southern 

corner of Field D. This was defined by a concentration of linear ditches which yielded a 

reasonable assemblage of Roman pottery indicating an enclosed settlement being present 

in the 2nd and early 3rd century. Several worked flints and a small quantity of Bronze 

Age/Iron Age pottery were also recovered from this area. 

Area 2 focused in the northern end of Field U, extending into Fields Q and T. This area was 

centred around a sizeable assemblage of 2nd and early 3rd century artefacts derived from 

features in Trenches 170, 204 and 211. These included a pillar moulded glass bowl 

fragment, hobnails, imported ceramics and tablewares. There were also spreads of angular 

limestone tentatively indicating the presence of a nearby structure.  

Area 3, the eastern extent of Field S, was focused on a middle Iron Age enclosure that 

contained a reasonable assemblage of faunal and environmental remains, including 

degraded waterlogged deposits. This enclosure was located alongside early Roman ditch 

systems which may indicate a continuity and expansion of activity.  
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Although relatively poorly dated, a network of ditches was revealed across the remainder 

of the site that is likely to date from the AD 1st and 2nd centuries. These appear to have 

primarily been related to drainage, land improvement and possible lazy bed cultivation 

suggested by the parallel arrangement of multiple trench-like ditches containing backfill 

deposits.  

An 18th/19th century brick kiln was revealed in the south-east of the site, and appears from 

the results of the geophysics to have been accompanied by at least one similar structure or 

feature containing similar material. 

 

 



Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 5: Fields B and C sections
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Figure 11: Field F sections
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Figure 17: Field J sections
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Figure 21: Fields L and M sections
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Figure 23: Field N sections
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Figure 27: Field Q sections
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Figure 29: Field R sections
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Figure 31: Field S sections
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Figure 46: Trench plan highlighting Areas 1, 2 and 3 with Lidar results
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Plate 15: Brick kiln 18910
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Plate 24: Ditch 20508
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Plate 28:

Plate 29: Ditch 22507
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Plate 32:

Plate 33:
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