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SUMMARY

During construction of an extension to The Vicarage, Market Place, Dalton-in-
Furness, Cumbria (NGR SD 2262 7372), a human burial was identified. Barrow
Borough Council contacted Cumbria County Council’s Historic Environment
Services (CCCHES) who issued an archaeological brief (Appendix 1) requesting a
rapid desk-based assessment and the recording in-situ of the burial. Oxford
Archaeology North (OA North) were commissioned by the Carlisle Diocesan Board
of Finance to undertake the project; the work was completed in August and September
2006.

The Vicarage, a Grade II listed building (LB SMR 26894), is located in an area of
recognised archaeological potential within the historic town of Dalton-in-Furness, and
lies adjacent to the Church of St Mary (HER 2284), Dalton-in-Furness Castle (HER
4381), and the medieval market place. Also nearby is the site of a free school for
children of the town which was founded in 1622 (HER 2283) and now the Chequers
Hotel.

During groundworks associated with the development, part of the Vicarage garden
wall was removed, revealing the articulated burial of a middle-aged to older woman.
In line with the Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981, the remains were
exposed, recorded in situ, and then sensitively protected beneath the proposed
construction works. From the location of the burial, on the eastern side of the
Vicarage rear plot and close to the structure itself, it seems probable that the burial
preceded the construction of both the extant and an earlier Vicarage (mentioned in
1699), and is likely to be early post-medieval, if not medieval, in date. No other
significant stratified archaeological remains were uncovered within the area of the
exposed groundworks, although several sherds of medieval pottery from the overlying
soil deposit indicated (not unexpected) contemporary activity in the vicinity.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 During the construction of an extension to The Vicarage, Dalton-in-Furness,
Cumbria (NGR SD 2262 7372; Fig 1), a human burial was identified close to
the western edge of the development area. Barrow Borough Council contacted
Cumbria County Council’s Historic Environment Services (CCCHES) who
issued an archaeological brief (Appendix 1) for a rapid desk-based assessment
and the recording in-situ of the burial. Oxford Archaeology North (OA North)
were commissioned by the Carlisle Diocesan Finance Board to undertake the
programme of works in accordance with the CCCHES brief, including the
identification and recording of any additional human remains or archaeological
deposits within the area uncovered by the development groundworks. In
accordance with guidance outlined in the Disused Burial Grounds
(Amendment) Act of 1981 the burial was to be covered over, with the
development proceeding on a raft foundation to limit disturbance of further
burials through the excavation of foundation trenches. The monitoring and
recording was undertaken during August 2006.

1.1.2 The desk-based assessment, undertaken in September 2006, comprised a search
of both published and unpublished records held by the County Historic
Environment Record (HER) in Kendal, and the archives and library held at OA
North. This report sets out the results of the desk-based assessment and the
recording of the human remains in the form of a short document.
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 PROJECT BRIEF

2.1.1 The desk-based assessment and archaeological recording adhered to the
CCCHES brief (Appendix 1) and all work was consistent with the relevant
standards and procedures of the Institute of Field Archaeologists, and
generally accepted best practice.

2.2 RAPID DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

2.2.1 In accordance with the project brief, the desk-based assessment focused on a
0.5km study area around the development site. Primary and secondary sources
referenced in the Cumbria County Historic Environment Record (HER) were
consulted in order to establish the extent and character of known sites of
archaeological interest within the area.

2.2.2 Cumbria County Council’s Historic Environment Record (HER): the CHER
comprises a list of all known archaeological sites within Cumbria; the database
and a brief record, including grid reference and description, was obtained for
the various sites within the study area (Fig 2). The Extensive Urban Survey
Report for Dalton-in-Furness (English Heritage 2003) was also consulted to
provide information on previous archaeological discoveries and investigations.
Historic maps of the study area were examined, including Ordnance Survey
(OS) first and second edition maps (Figs 3 and 4).

2.2.3 Oxford Archaeology North: OA North has an extensive archive of secondary
sources relevant to the study area, as well as numerous unpublished client
reports on work carried out both as OA North and in its former guise of
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (LUAU). These were consulted
where necessary.

2.3 EXCAVATION AND RECORDING OF HUMAN REMAINS

2.3.1 A programme of field observation was undertaken on the groundworks to
record the location, extent and character of any surviving archaeological
features, human burials, and deposits that may have been revealed during the
ground disturbance (Fig 5).

2.3.2 Recording comprised a full description and preliminary classification of all
features and horizons revealed on OA North pro-forma sheets, as
recommended by English Heritage Centre for Field Archaeology. A
photographic record using colour slide and monochrome formats was also
compiled and a plan of the site was produced. After the recording of the burial,
the area was examined for further human remains and then covered with a
geo-textile and reburied.
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2.3.4 Human Remains: the remains were recorded in-situ, with minimal
disturbance. The sex of the skeleton was ascertained following Buikstra and
Ubelaker (1994), using morphological characteristics of the skull to maintain
minimal disturbance of the burial. Three morphological characteristics were
used to estimate the sex of the individual: that of the mental eminence (chin),
the supra-orbital margin (around the eye socket) and the supra-orbital ridge
(the brow). The age of the individual was estimated using the state of
epiphyseal fusion, following Brothwell 1972, and the cranial sutures,
following Buikstra and Ubelaker (1994).

2.4 ARCHIVE

2.4.1 A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the project
brief (Appendix 1), and in accordance with the recommendations of The
Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991. The paper
and digital archive will be deposited in the Cumbria Record Office, Barrow.
Copies of the report will be deposited with the Cumbria County Council
Historic Environment Service in Kendal.
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3. BACKGROUND

3.1 LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

3.1.1 Location: Dalton-in-Furness is situated on the Furness peninsula in Cumbria,
north of Morecambe Bay. The parish of Dalton-in-Furness occupies the south-
west corner of the peninsula, having at its outside limits the Isle of Walney. To
the north of the town, the parish is bounded by a range of hills at Kirby Ireleth,
to the east of which flows Poaka Beck, which passes Dalton-in-Furness and
Furness Abbey on its way south. The west end of Dalton-in-Furness is the
oldest part of the town, standing on a slight hill crowned by Dalton Castle, and
this historic core is now a conservation area. The present development area lies
within the conservation area at the south-west end of the town, adjacent to the
parish church and close to the castle. The area of works encompasses the
majority of the rear plot to The Vicarage, at the western edge of which the
human remains were found, close to the extant building.

3.1.2 Topography: undulating fells, from which a pastoral landscape with
substantial woodlands has developed, largely dominate the south of Cumbria.
The southern limit is defined by the broad expanse of Morecambe Bay and the
surrounding limestone lowlands, which are penetrated by the valleys and
estuaries of the Rivers Duddon, Leven, and Kent, all of which support wetland
environments in their lower reaches (Hodgkinson et al 2000).

3.1.3 Geology: the underlying solid geology consists of Silurian Ludlow
greywackes (Coniston Grits) and banded mudstones and siltstones, with
Urswick and Park Carboniferous limestone on the margins of the study area.
This limestone contains vast pockets of haematite which were extensively
mined during the later nineteenth century, and its margins define the area
known as the Dalton-in-Furness Iron Field. These rocks are thought to have
formed c 400 million years ago. Substantial deposits of Pleistocene till overlie
much of the solid geology, particularly in the lower lying areas, and consist of
stiff boulder clay mixed with sand and glacial boulders (Countryside
Commission 1998).

3.2 HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

3.2.1 Prehistoric: there is little evidence for Palaeolithic occupation within the area,
although possible Upper Palaeolithic evidence has been found at Bart’s
Shelter, Scales, approximately 6km to the south-east of Dalton-in-Furness
(Hodgkinson et al 2000). Current evidence suggest that settlers first occupied
the area during the Mesolithic period, between 5000 BC and 3500 BC (op cit
34). Scattered evidence for activity during the Neolithic and Bronze Age
periods, from 3500 cal BC onward, is found throughout the area, including
Dalton-in-Furness itself. Examples comprise a Neolithic stone adze (HER
2301) found on Market Street (Site 02) and a polished celt (HER 2707) of
Langdale stone found in the town in 1902 (now housed in Barrow Museum)
(Site 05). Also housed at the museum are two Neolithic polished, chipped
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celts, presumed also to have been found in Dalton-in-Furness (Site 04; English
Heritage 2003).

3.2.2 Romano-British period: evidence for this period comes mainly from find-
spots, and Shotter (1995) has argued that the large numbers of coins found on
the Furness Peninsula suggests a large degree of interaction between the
Roman and native populations. The HER records finds of human skeletons
and associated coins at Elliscales in the early nineteenth century (HER 2282)
and a Roman coin was found on Scalegate in 1804 (Site 01; HER 2286). No
contemporary structural remains are known from Dalton-in-Furness, however.
A first-century AD Roman fort was postulated in 1775 by Father Thomas
West as having been located on a raised plateau now occupied by the site of St
Mary’s Church (Walton 1981). A series of earthworks (probably the same as
those identified by West) consisting of a rampart and ditch were excavated by
William Close, a local historian, prior to them being levelled during an
extension to the churchyard in 1850. Close concluded, based on the absence of
any diagnostic finds, that the earthworks were probably of medieval origin
(Walton 1981).

3.2.3 Early Medieval: evidence for the early medieval period is limited. Place-
names suggest influences from both Northumbria and later from Scandinavia.
The name Dalton is derived from dael tun meaning ‘valley farmstead’ (Smith
1964), and appeared as Daltun in the Domesday Book of 1086 (ibid). The
name also appears as Dalton in Fournais in 1332, which refers to the valley
enclosed by hills in which the town stands (Mills 1976). At the time of the
Domesday Survey, Dalton was a dependent vill of Earl Tostig of
Northumbria’s manor of Hougun, within Amounderness. In 1086, the latter
area encompassed Lancashire north of the Ribble, and those parts of
Cumberland and Westmorland that had not been taken by the Scotts when
Malcolm III took advantage of instability in the wake of the Norman invasion
to invest Cumbria in 1070 (Morris 1978).

3.2.4 Medieval: the earliest settlement of Dalton focused on the western end of the
present town, around the church, market and castle, with burgage plots
grouped around the market place and on either side of the main thoroughfare.
The earliest documentary evidence for a church in Dalton is found in Furness
Deeds of 1181-5 although there may have been a pre-Norman church on the
site (Site 11). The town prospered during the medieval period due to its
association with Furness Abbey, further south, and was granted a Royal
charter in 1239 (Walton 1981). The existence of a court house and prison is
first referred to in a document of 1257 (Farrer and Brownbill 1906). The
castle, first constructed during the thirteenth century, was used as a secular
administrative centre by the abbots of Furness (ibid), and as a courthouise and
gaol. Replaced in the fourteenth century after Scottish raids in 1316 and 1322,
it is likely that the extant pele tower retained its administrative functions.

3.2.5 Post-medieval: the post-medieval decline of Dalton is inextricably linked to
the Dissolution of Furness Abbey, upon which the town was so dependent,
although natural disasters played their part. The earliest Dalton registers cover
the period 1565-1648, and detail failed harvest and plague with a particularly
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severe outbreak in 1631; trade and industry ceased and half the population
died (Walton 1981). According to tradition, a mound of earth at the east end of
the churchyard covers a common grave where many of the dead were buried
(ibid), and it is possible that these earthworks (Site 08) had been mistaken for
the supposed Roman fort (Section 3.2.2). The first school building in Dalton
was founded near Goose Green by Thomas Boulton in 1622 (Site 10; OA
North 2005). These buildings were demolished in 1861 and a new school
opened on the same site in 1861-2 (HER 2283). The Vicarage and attached
cottage was constructed during the early nineteenth century and subject to
enlargement and alterations during the course of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. However, an earlier building of 1699 is referred to in the Victoria
County History as being in ‘good repair’ the minister having lately built it
(Farrer and Brownbill 1906, 317). The second half of the nineteenth century
saw Dalton emerging as a mining town, with rows of terraced houses built to
accommodate the workers. The present church (HER 2284) was built on the
site of its medieval predecessor in 1883 by Austin and Paley (Slater 1998).

3.3 MAP REGRESSION ANALYSIS

3.3.1 Horatio Merryweathers’ Map, 1825: this is the earliest map available of
Dalton-in-Furness and depicts a regular layout (Fig 3), with the centre of the
settlement focused at the western end around the medieval Church of St Mary
and Dalton-in-Furness Castle. The main routes through the village are
Scalegate to the north, and Market Place running east; the buildings along
these streets lie within plots that for the most part reflect the original medieval
burgage boundaries. The Vicarage is shown east of the Church of St Mary,
with smaller, and possibly unrelated, structures to the immediate north-east
and south-west. The plot to the rear, which is of a similar width to other
burgages along Market Place and encompasses the aforementioned buildings,
is enclosed and actually separated from the structures to the north, with the
result that the western edge of The Vicarage adjoins the churchyard. The
earthworks recorded as having been levelled in 1850 during the extension to
the churchyard were said to have been to the east of the church (Section 3.2.2),
so those earthworks depicted on the map within the southern part of the
churchyard may be different. A footpath on a north-east/south-west axis is
shown running across these southern earthworks to the corner of the
churchyard next to The Vicarage.

3.3.2 Ordnance Survey First Edition Map 6”:1 mile, 1851: the church remains
unaltered but The Vicarage seems to have been extended to encompass (or
replace) those structures shown to the north-east on Merryweather’s map. The
earthworks within the churchyard are not shown but the footpath in still in
existence, albeit on a different alignment, towards the southern part of The
Vicarage rear plot.

3.3.3 Ordnance Survey First Edition Map 25”:1 mile, 1890 (Fig 4): The Vicarage
has been slightly extended to the rear of the property and the garden has been
separated from the churchyard by the wall running along the west side of The
Vicarage to the street. A path has also been laid running within the perimeter
of the rear plot. The church has been rebuilt and is a more uniform
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rectangular-shaped building, with a footpath running around the exterior and
exiting at the north-east corner of the churchyard, by The Vicarage. The
expansion of the village, undoubtedly connected to the increased mining
industry, is clear, with rows of terraced properties in previously open areas to
the north and immediate south-west.

3.3.4 Ordnance Survey Second Edition Map 25”:1 mile,  1913:  The Vicarage
garden and the church are little altered and the garden wall remains the same.
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4.  GAZETTEER OF SITES

Site Number 01
Site name Scalegate Coin
SMR No 2286
NGR SD 332540 474080
Site Type Findspot
Period Roman
Source English Heritage 2003
Description An alleged Roman coin or piece of lead bearing the word “SOL” in Roman letters

found in 1804 in a garden on the east side of Scalegate. Present location unknown.

Site Number 02
Site name Dalton Adze
SMR No 2301
NGR SD 322930 474040
Site Type Findspot
Period Neolithic
Source English Heritage 2003
Description A stone adze was found in Market Street, Dalton. It measured approximately 3”

long, 2.5” broad, and 1” thick. The hole is approximately 0.75” in diameter. The
cutting edge was worn and chipped and approximately 3” long. It had smooth
surfaces. It is currently held at Barrow Museum (Acc No 5015).

Site Number 03
Site name Perforated Stone Axe Hammer, Dalton-in-Furness
SMR No 2302
NGR SD 322800 474200
Site Type Findspot
Period Prehistoric
Source English Heritage 2003
Description A polished perforated stone axe hammer was found at Dalton, measuring 8” long,

3.5” wide and 3” thick. It is currently held at Barrow Museum (Acc No 5277).
This may be the same one which was found in the garden of 5, Lime Street in
1954.

Site Number 04
Site name Dalton Celts
SMR No 2342
NGR SD 323000 474000
Site Type Celts
Period Neolithic
Source English Heritage 2003
Description Two polished chipped stone celts were found at a sale in Ulverston in 1909 and are

“presumably local”. They were previously in a collection, which belonged to the
North Lonsdale Field Club, but are now at Barrow Museum (Acc No U8, U9).
They are made of black stone. One is 7” long and 2” broad, tapering to 0.75”,
1.75” thick, with a cutting edge 2” long. The other is 7” long, 2.5” broad, tapering
to 1”, 2” thick, with a cutting edge 2.5” long.



The Vicarage, Market Place, Dalton-in-Furness, Cumbria: Rapid Desk-Based Assessment and Recording of
Human Remains 13

For the use of Carlisle Diocesan Board of Finance © OA North: February 2007

Site Number 05
Site name Dalton Celt
SMR No 2707
NGR SD 323000 474000
Site Type Celts
Period Neolithic
Source English Heritage 2003
Description A polished stone celt (Langdale stone) was found at Dalton in 1902. It is currently

at Barrow Museum Acc No 5283. It measures approximately 11” long, 3” broad
and 2” thick.

Site Number 06
Site name Dalton Castle Pele Tower, Prison, Dalton-in-Furness
SMR No 4381
NGR SD 22610 73940
Site Type Pele Tower; Prison
Period Medieval
Statutory Designation Grade I Listed Building
Source Baines 1824; English Heritage 2003; OS 1851
Description A Pele Tower was built in the mid-fourteenth century, repaired in 1545,

remodelled in 1704 and 1856, and re-roofed in 1907. The monument includes the
upstanding and below-ground remains of Dalton Castle. It was formerly used as
the manorial courthouse of Furness Abbey. Although the precise date of
construction of Dalton Castle is unknown, it is considered to have replaced an
earlier gaol or courthouse, which was possibly destroyed by Scottish raiders
known to have been active in the Furness peninsula in 1316 and again in 1322
under the leadership of Robert the Bruce. Originally built to resist further Scottish
invasions, Dalton Castle would have contained a courtroom, gaol, guardrooms,
stores and a crenellated parapet. After the dissolution of Furness Abbey in 1537
the castle passed initially to the Crown, then into private hands. However, it
continued as a courthouse for over 300 years. A Middle Bronze Age looped spear
head, 7 1/8” long with nearly square mid-ribs and decorated with chevrons (type
IIIA) was said to have been found in the walls of the castle.

Site Number 07
Site name Dalton Cross, Fish Stone, Stocks, Dalton-in-Furness
SMR No 4382
NGR SD 322630 473950
Site Type Cross; Market Cross; Stocks; Fish Stones
Period Post-medieval
Statutory Designation Grade II Listed Building
Source Baines 1824; English Heritage 2003; OS 1851
Description St Andrew’s Cross stands in the market place next to Dalton Castle. There was a

circle of stone benches around the base called fish slabs. Close by were the stocks
and whipping post. The stocks were removed in 1856, and the whipping post
remained until 1859. The cross was replaced in 1869.

Site Number 08
Site name Dalton-in-Furness Earthworks
SMR No 2263
NGR SD 322600 473900
Site Type Earthworks, site of
Period Unknown
Source English Heritage 2003
Description Earthworks on the eastern side of Dalton Church, said in 1775 by West to be a

Roman station, and thought to be medieval by others. They consisted of a ditch
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and rampart, but were destroyed c 1850. There is also a tradition that part of the
rampart was found in the vicarage garden adjacent to the churchyard in the
beginning of the nineteenth century. West suggested that ‘the area of the castellum
had probably been all the churchyard, the ground on which the present castle
stands…and from that to the precipice on the west side…steep rocks on the south
and a precipice on the west side with a rampart and ditch on the east secured the
fort from surprise’. There were no traces of any earthworks when visited in August
2001 by Cumbria County Council, though the site was acknowledged as a good
vantage point over the surrounding area.

Site Number 09
Site name Mary Bank Well, Dalton-in-Furness
SMR No 2264
NGR SD 322650 473780
Site Type Well, site of
Period Medieval
Source English Heritage 2003; OS 1851
Description The site of a medieval well, now covered with a large man-hole cover in the

pavement when the road was widened.

Site Number 10
Site name Dalton-in-Furness C of E School, now Chequers Restaurant
SMR No 2283
NGR SD 322640 473840
Site Type School
Period Post-medieval
Source English Heritage 2003; OS 1851
Description Site of a school founded in 1622 as a free school for children of the town, with

outsiders paying a fee to join. Between 1854 and 1861 the school was divided into
a classical school and a national school. The buildings were demolished in 1861 as
they were inadequate. The new school opened on the same site in 1861-2. No
traces of the earlier structure remain. The new school is now used as a restaurant.

Site Number 11
Site name Church of St Mary, Dalton
SMR No 2284
NGR SD 322580 473890
Site Type Church
Period Post-medieval
Statutory Designation Grade II* Listed Building
Source English Heritage 2003; OS 1851
Description St Mary’s church, on the site of an earlier, pre-1195, church. The earlier church

had been much altered and in 1833 was said to consist of a ‘chancel and nave
without distinction, with north and south aisles, the latter extending quite to the
east end, west tower, and north porch of two storeys containing a plain wooden
doorway with an early Norman arch with rudely ornamented figures and arched
bands’. The present structure is by Paley and Austin and dates from 1882-5. It is
described by Pevsner as one of their most spectacular churches.

Site Number 12
Site name Axe hammer Find, Dowdales School, Dalton-in-Furness
SMR No 6394
NGR SD 322700 474300
Site Type Findspot
Period Bronze Age
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Source English Heritage 2003
Description An Early Bronze Age axe hammer was found in a ploughed field at Dowdales

School by a workman involved in a landscape project in 1956. Currently held at
Barrow Museum.

Site Number 13
Site name Cat Crag Quarry, Dalton-in-Furness
SMR No 16147
NGR SD 322390 474270
Site Type Limestone Quarry
Period Post-medieval
Source OS 1851
Description The site of a Limestone Quarry. It is not shown on the OS 1895 map, so

presumably it became disused after 1850.

Site Number 14
Site name Orton, Tarn Moor Enclosure
SMR No 15152
NGR SD 367200 508000
Site Type Enclosure
Period Unknown
Source English Heritage 2003
Description An odd-shaped sub-rectangular enclosure, aligned north/south, almost completely

turf-covered and not more than a foot high. The track to Sunbiggin Farm goes
through it. It measures approximately 26.6m by 35.5m.

Site Number 15
Site name Dalton Pound, Dalton-in-Furness
SMR No 16150
NGR SD 322630 473790
Site Type Pound
Period Post-medieval
Statutory Designation Grade II Listed Building
Source English Heritage 2003; OS 1851
Description Pinfold, late eighteenth to early nineteenth century date, made of limestone rubble.

A circular enclosure approximately 10m in diameter and 1-2m in height. Opening
in west side with limestone gate-post and twentieth-century iron gate.

Site Number 16
Site name Dalton Gas Works, Dalton-in-Furness
SMR No 16169
NGR SD 322560 473740
Site Type Gas Works
Period Post-medieval
Source English Heritage 2003; OS 1890
Description The earlier gas works is shown on the OS second edition at SD 22622 73729, and

there is now a commercial car repair workshop there. Later maps show the gas
works on the opposite side of the road. The field is still owned by Transco, but is
mainly derelict with only a very small modern building on the site
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5.  EXCAVATION AND RECORDING OF HUMAN REMAINS

5.1 INTRODUCTION

5.1.2 During groundworks, a single burial was identified located towards the eastern
edge of the plot to the rear of the Vicargae, and close to the structure itself (Fig
5). The grave cut was excavated to reveal the skeleton, which was recorded in-
situ before reburial. Detailed context descriptions of all deposits and features
are found in Appendix 2 of this report.

5.2 RESULTS

5.2.1 As part of the groundworks, a section of the Vicarage garden wall, 5, and a
layer of soil, 7, into which the wall had been built, was removed across an area
measuring 4.3m by 4m. Within the area of the proposed foundation, soil 7 was
removed to a depth of c 1.8m to reveal the underlying glacial till, 4. This had
been truncated to a depth of 0.5m by grave cut 3 within which Skeleton 1 was
located, lying beneath the north/south aligned foundation of the cemetery
perimeter wall, 5. Outside of the proposed foundation trench, groundworks did
not extend below the base of soil 7 and, although this area was also cleaned
and recorded to determine the presence of archaeological features, no evidence
of further burials was located; it is, however, speculated that burials are highly
likely to be present at a greater depth.

5.2.2 Skeleton 1 was laid in a supine position with legs extended, the right arm
extended with the hand beneath the pelvis, and the left arm flexed with the
hand over the right pelvis. The skull had fallen to the left, so that it was facing
north, but the body was orientated in an east/west direction (Fig 5; Plate 3).
The grave had subsequently been backfilled with deposit 2, the glacial till
originally removed from the grave cut. There was no evidence of the grave
cutting into soil 7, although soil formation processes, particularly within such
a potentially disturbed environment, are known to destroy archaeological
stratigraphy.

5.3 HUMAN REMAINS

5.3.1 Sex: examination of the immediately visible morphological characteristics of
the skull suggested that the individual was likely to have been female: the
supra-orbital ridge was absent, whilst the size of the mental eminence and
roundedness of the orbits were more feminine than masculine

5.3.2 Age: all of the epiphyses, including those of the clavicles, were fused, with the
epiphysial line completely obliterated. This suggested an age of over 30 years
at death. With the exception of mid-point of the coronal suture, which had
minimal closure, all cranial sutures had significantly closed, although not
entirely obliterated; this suggested an age of 35 years or more.
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5.3.3 Pathology: the right humerus had been fractured, with an extensive degree of
remodelling during the healing process of the bone (Plate 2) indicating that
this injury occurred a considerable time before death. The result of this break,
and subsequent healing, has resulted in the right arm being foreshortened
when compared to the left. The lumbar vertebrae of the lower spine showed a
high degree of spinal osteophytosis (Plate 4), the result of degeneration of the
inter-vertebral discs associated with advancing age. The rupture of these discs
stimulates bone growth from the margins of the vertebra and, in modern
populations, this pathology is frequently found in individuals in their 30s and
in almost all individuals in their 50s (Roberts and Manchester 2001, 106-7).

5.4 FINDS

5.4.1 Medieval pottery: two small fragments of medieval pottery were recovered
from soil 7. These comprised a twelfth- to thirteenth-century partially reduced
grittyware body sherd, probably locally made, and a fineware sherd of
buff/pink fabric with mid-green glaze and incised decoration. This, too, may
be a locally made, but bears some resemblance to Mill Green ware, Museum
of London 2006), and may date broadly to the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries.

5.4.2 Post-medieval pottery: three sherds of post-medieval pottery, consisting of
nineteenth-century creamware, midlands blackware and trailed slipware of the
eighteenth to nineteenth century, were collected from garden soil 7. The small
fragment of trailed slipware is probably the most significant of the three, and
probably produced in Burton in Lonsdale.

5.4.3 Clay pipe: a single piece of clay pipe stem from garden soil 7 dated broadly
from the eighteenth to nineteenth century.

5.4.4 Animal Bone: in total, 15 fragments of animal bone were recovered from the
excavation, twelve from garden soil 7 and three from grave backfill 2 (Table
1). Whilst highly fragmented, the material is in a good state of preservation
with little surface erosion. The material has no potential for further analysis,
and can be discarded.

Taxon Garden Soil 7 Grave Backfill 2 Total

Cattle 3 - 3
Sheep or Goat 2 - 2
Large Mammal 5 2 5
Medium Mammal 2 - 2
Unidentified - 1 1
Total 12 3 15

Table 1: Total number of animal bone fragments by species and context.
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6.  DISCUSSION

6.1 CONCLUSIONS

6.1.1 A single female skeleton was uncovered, recorded, and subsequently reburied.
The broad age range provided by the evidence of the epiphyseal fusion and
closure of the cranial suture suggests an age of 35 years plus, but the severity
of osteophytosis of the lumber vertebrae suggests that the age of the individual
is more likely to be closer to older adult (50 years plus) than middle aged (35
to 49 years). The fact that natural ground was not reached on either side of the
known burial leaves the strong possibility that further burials survive in situ.

6.1.2 The dating of the burial is unclear, particularly as none of the pottery
recovered from the works derived from the backfill of the grave itself. The
burial lies beneath the wall of the Vicarage garden, but this feature potentially
dates to the early twentieth century, when there were alterations to the
Vicarage grounds (CCCHES 2006) and is thus not particularly useful in
providing dating. The location of the burial is more informative: situated at the
eastern edge of the Vicarage plot, it lies well outside of the churchyard as
recorded on Merryweather’s map of 1825, and must relate to a time when the
churchyard was more extensive. The absence of any disarticulated human
remains from the soil layer above the burial would, however, suggest that the
grave occupied a peripheral location close to the edge of the cemetery, since
any other area might be expected to be intensively utilised. The burial seems,
therefore, quite likely to pre-date the construction of the extant Vicarage in the
early nineteenth century. Moreover, if the Vicarage mentioned in 1699 (Farrer
and Brownbill 1906) shared the same site as the present edifice, then it seems
quite likely that the grave could pre-date this too. As such, it would not be
unreasonable to surmise that the burial was early post-medieval, or even
medieval, in date.

6.1.3 It is also of interest that the soil in the area is so thick (1.8m in the vicinity of
the grave), and it could be speculated, given the fact that the grave truncated
the glacial till by 0.5m, that the topsoil at the time of burial was a maximum of
1.3m deep and, most likely, a good deal less. This accumulation of soil may in
part relate to the importation of sediment for raising the level of the cemetery
to allow the insertion of more bodies (a feature likely to be more significant
towards the more intensively used central part of the churchyard). However, in
this instance, it is possible that a lot of the additional soil pertains to the
redistribution of sediments from the churchyard earthworks levelled in 1850, a
process that may have preceded the construction of the perimeter wall itself.
As such, although medieval pottery was recovered from the area of the
groundworks, it could have originated from almost anywhere on site, and adds
little further information to that already known about the history of medieval
Dalton.
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Plate 1: St Mary’s Church, The Vicarage and the school, Dalton-in-Furness



Plate 2: A fractured right humerus. Extensive degree of remodelling during the healing process of the
bone indicates that this injury occurred a considerable time before death.



Plate 3: Skeleton 2, viewed from the west

Plate 4: Spine of skeleton 2, showing vertebral osteophytosis



Plate 5: Foundation of the cemetery perimeter wall aligned in a north/south direction
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APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT LIST

Context Thickness/
depth

Description Interpretation

1 Skeleton Human
2 Min 0.5m Fill of 3. Mid-grey orange clay

with 10% to 20% small to
medium sized sub-rounded stone
inclusions.

Redeposited glacial till, 4.
Deliberate backfill.

3 Min 0.5m Sub-rectangular feature, with
straight, near-vertical sides,
measuring 0.89m in length and
0.47m wide.

Grave cut.

4 - Mid-grey orange clay with 1% to
10% small to medium sized sub-
rounded stone inclusions.

Glacial till.

5 - Fill of 6. Masonry, comprised
parallel stones measuring a
maximum of 0.58m by 0.28m by
0.30m in size, one coarse thick,
bonded with a mid-grey silty clay.

Stone foundation to perimeter
wall of cemetery.

6 Linear measuring 1.1m wide
intermittently present across the
width of the excavated area.

Construction cut for perimeter
wall of cemetery.

7 1.0m Very dark grey fine sand silt clay,
with 10% to 20% sub-rounded
and sub-angular medium sized
stone inclusions.

Garden soil.


